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CLAIMS
What is claimed is:

1. A conception aid, comprising:

a platform configured for placement in a vaginal canal, wherein the platform
comprises at least one preformed curve along a longitudinal axis between a proximal
portion and a distal portion of the platform,

wherein the platform comprises one or more capturing elements configured to
collect semen, and

wherein the at least one preformed curve is configured to remain against a vaginal
wall when the conception aid is within the vaginal canal so as to prevent flowback of
captured semen towards the distal portion of the platform.

2. The conception aid of claim 1, wherein the platform has a width tapering along the
longitudinal axis between the proximal portion and the distal portion of the platform.

3. The conception aid of claim 1, wherein the conception aid further comprises an
extending member coupled to the distal portion of the platform.

4. The conception aid of claim 3, wherein the conception aid has a length such that when
the platform is placed within the vaginal canal, the proximal portion of the platform is
positioned proximate a cervical opening and at least a portion of the extending member is
external to the vaginal canal.

5. The conception aid of claim 3, wherein the extending member is angled relative to the
platform.

6. The conception aid of claim 3, wherein the extending member comprises a flared shape
at a distal portion of the extending member.

7. The conception aid of claim 3, further comprising a lumen configured to receive at least a
portion of a depositing device for depositing sperm onto the platform.

8. The conception aid of claim 7, wherein the lumen extends between the extending
member and the platform.

9. The conception aid of claim 8, wherein the lumen extends longitudinally between the
extending member and the platform.

10. The conception aid of claim 9, wherein the lumen comprises a valve.
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The conception aid of claim 10, wherein the valve is a self-sealing valve, such that a
portion of the lumen is openable by insertion of the depositing device, and sealed a
removal of the depositing device.
The conception aid of claim 7, wherein the lumen extends into at least one of the one or
more capturing elements.
The conception aid of claim 7, wherein the lumen has a varying diameter.
The conception aid of claim 7, wherein the extending member comprises a stop guide
configured to guide insertion of the depositing device within the lumen.
The conception aid of claim 1, wherein the one or more capturing elements comprise at
least one pocket.
The conception aid of claim 15, wherein the at least one pocket is on the distal portion of
the platform and comprises an arched opening.
The conception aid of claim 15, wherein the at least one pocket provides a barrier
between the platform and an extending member coupled to the distal portion of the
platform.
The conception aid of claim 1, wherein the one or more capturing elements comprise any
one or more of: one or more lateral ridges, one or more recesses, one or more
longitudinal channels, one or more filaments, one or more holes configured to allow
passage of sperm therethrough, one or more protrusions, and one or more bumps.
A method of aiding conception, comprising:
providing a conception aid comprising one or more capturing elements;
collecting semen with the one or more capturing elements, wherein the one or
more capturing elements is configured to contain the collected semen on the conception
aid; and
positioning the conception aid in a vaginal canal.
The method of claim 19, wherein collecting semen occurs before the positioning the
conception aid.
The method of claim 20, wherein the conception aid is external to a vaginal canal during
collection of semen.
The method of claim 19, wherein positioning the conception aid occurs before collecting

semen.
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The method of claim 19, wherein positioning the conception aid comprises positioning
the conception aid such that at least a portion of the one or more capturing elements is
proximate a cervix.
The method of claim 23, wherein positioning the conception aid causes a first portion of
the conception aid to be proximate a posterior fornix and a second portion of the
conception aid to be against a vaginal wall.
The method of claim 19, wherein positioning the conception aid comprises positioning
the conception aid at a first position in the vaginal canal, and the method further
comprises moving the conception aid to a second position in the vaginal canal, such that
at least a portion of the one or more capturing elements is proximate a cervix.
The method of claim 19, wherein collecting semen comprises depositing semen to the
conception aid with a depositing device.
The method of claim 26, wherein collecting semen comprises positioning the depositing
device over the conception aid.
The method of claim 26, wherein collecting semen comprises inserting at least a portion
of the depositing device with a lumen of the conception aid.
The method of claim 28, wherein the conception aid comprises a platform and an
extending member coupled to a distal portion of the platform and comprising the lumen,
wherein collecting semen comprises operating the depositing device to deposit semen
through the lumen to the one or more capturing elements.
The method of claim 19, further comprising maintaining the conception aid in the vaginal
canal for a period of time.
A conception aid, comprising:
a platform configured for placement in a vaginal canal,
wherein the platform comprises one or more capturing elements configured to
collect semen.
The conception aid of claim 31, wherein the platform comprises at least one preformed
curve along a longitudinal axis between a proximal portion and a distal portion of the
platform.
The conception aid of claim 32, wherein the preformed curve is configured to remain
against a vaginal wall when the conception aid is within the vaginal canal so as to

prevent flowback of the semen towards the distal portion of the platform.
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The conception aid of claim 32, wherein the wherein the platform comprises a U-shaped
cross-section lateral to the longitudinal axis.

The conception aid of claim 31, wherein the platform has a width tapering along a
longitudinal axis between a proximal portion and a distal portion of the platform.

The conception aid of claim 31, wherein the conception aid further comprises an
extending member coupled to a distal portion of the platform.

The conception aid of claim 36, wherein the extending member is angled relative to the
platform.

The conception aid of claim 36, wherein the extending member is integrally formed with
the distal portion of the platform.

The conception aid of claim 36, wherein the extending member comprises a flared shape
at a distal portion of the extending member.

The conception aid of claim 36, wherein the extending member comprises a tapered
shape at a distal portion of the extending member.

The conception aid of claim 40, the extending member further comprising a grip at the
distal portion of the extending member.

The conception aid of claim 36, wherein the extending member has a narrowed region
along a longitudinal axis between a proximal portion and a distal portion of the extending
member.

The conception aid of claim 31, wherein the one or more capturing elements comprise
one or more lateral ridges.

The conception aid of claim 31, wherein the one or more capturing elements comprise
one or more protrusions.

The conception aid of claim 31, wherein the one or more capturing elements comprise
one or more recesses.

The conception aid of claim 45, wherein the one or more recesses comprise one or more
longitudinal channels.

The conception aid of claim 46, comprising a plurality of longitudinal channels.

The conception aid of claim 47, wherein each of the longitudinal channels is separated by
a protrusion.

The conception aid of claim 47, the plurality of longitudinal channels is angled, such that

each of the longitudinal channels radiate laterally from a distal end of the platform.
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The conception aid of claim 47, wherein at least a portion of the longitudinal channels

are curved.

. The conception aid of claim 47, wherein each of the longitudinal channels is substantially

straight.

The conception aid of claim 47, wherein the plurality of longitudinal channels comprises
branched channels.

The conception aid of claim 31, wherein the one or more capturing elements comprise
one or more bumps.

The conception aid of claim 53, wherein at least one of the bumps is rounded.

The conception aid of claim 53, wherein at least one of the bumps comprises a point
angled towards a proximal end of the platform.

The conception aid of claim 31, wherein the one or more capturing elements comprise
one or more filaments.

The conception aid of claim 56, wherein the one or more capturing elements comprise a
plurality of filaments arranged in a spiral formation.

The conception aid of claim 31, wherein the one or more capturing elements comprises
one or more holes configured to allow passage of sperm therethrough.

The conception aid of claim 31, wherein the one or more capturing elements comprises
one or more pockets.

The conception aid of claim 59, wherein at least one of the pockets comprises an arched
opening.

The conception aid of claim 31, wherein the one or more capturing elements comprises
one or more pockets, and wherein at least one of the pockets provides a barrier between
the platform and an extending member coupled to a distal portion of the platform.

The conception aid of claim 61, wherein at least one of the pockets comprises a thickness
of about 0.5 mm to about 3.5 mm.

The conception aid of claim 61, wherein at least one of the pockets comprises a first
width at a proximal portion and a second width at a distal portion, wherein the first width
is larger than the second width.

The conception aid of claim 31, further comprising an extending member coupled to a

distal portion of the platform and comprising a lumen.



WO 2021/053626 PCT/1B2020/058747

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.
70.

71

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

48

The conception aid of claim 64, wherein the lumen further extends into at least one of the
one or more capturing elements.

The conception aid of claim 65, wherein the one or more capturing elements comprises a
pocket providing a barrier between the platform and the extending member, wherein the
lumen further extends into a wall of the pocket.

The conception aid of claim 65, wherein the lumen is configured to receive a depositing
device for depositing sperm onto the platform.

The conception aid of claim 67, wherein the depositing device comprises a container, a
plunger, and a handle.

The conception aid of claim 67, wherein the depositing device is a syringe.

The conception aid of claim 68, wherein the depositing device is operable by applying a

force to the plunger to deposit sperm from the container onto the platform.

. The conception aid of claim 67, further comprising a self-sealing valve, such that a

portion of the lumen is openable by insertion of the depositing device, and sealed by
removal of the depositing device.
The conception aid of claim 65, wherein the lumen varies in diameter along the
extending member.
The conception aid of claim 68, the extending member further comprising a stop guide
configured to guide insertion of the depositing device within the lumen.
The conception aid of claim 72, wherein the stop guide is configured to abut a handle of
the depositing device.
The conception aid of claim 72, wherein the stop guide is configured to guide depth of
insertion of the depositing device within the lumen.
A method of aiding conception, comprising:
providing a conception aid device comprising one or more capturing elements;
collecting semen with the one or more capturing elements, wherein the one or
more capturing elements is configured to contain the collected semen on the
conception aid device; and
positioning the conception aid device in a vaginal canal.
The method of claim 76, wherein collecting semen occurs before the positioning the

conception aid device.
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The method of claim 77, wherein the device is external to a vaginal canal during the
collection of semen.

The method of claim 76, wherein positioning the conception aid device comprises
positioning the conception aid device such that at least a portion of the one or more
capturing elements is proximate a cervix.

The method of claim 76, wherein positioning the conception aid device occurs before
collecting semen.

The method of claim 80, wherein positioning the conception aid device is performed
prior to or during intercourse.

The method of claim 80, wherein positioning the conception aid device causes a first
portion of the conception aid device to be proximate a posterior fornix and a second
portion of the conception aid device to be against a vaginal wall.

The method of claim 80, wherein positioning comprises positioning the conception aid
device at a first position in the vaginal canal, and the method further comprises moving
the conception aid device to a second position in the vaginal canal, such that at least a
portion of the one or more capturing elements is proximate a cervix.

The method of claim 83, wherein moving the conception aid device to the second
position causes a first portion of the conception aid device to be proximate a posterior
fornix and a second portion of the conception aid device to be against a vaginal wall.
The method of claim 76, wherein collecting semen is performed with a depositing
device.

The method of claim 85, wherein the conception aid device is external to the vaginal
canal during the collecting.

The method of claim 85, wherein the conception aid device is within the vaginal canal
during the collecting.

The method of claim 85, wherein the conception aid device comprises a platform and an
extending member coupled to a distal portion of the platform and comprising a lumen
configured to receive the depositing device.

The method of claim 88, further comprising inserting the depositing device into the
lumen, and operating the depositing device to deposit semen onto the one or more

capturing elements.
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The method of claim 85, wherein the depositing device comprises a container, a plunger,
and a handle, and wherein the depositing device is operable by applying a force to the
plunger to deposit sperm from the container onto the one or more capturing elements.
The method of claim 76, further comprising further comprising maintaining the
conception aid device in the vaginal canal for a period of time.
The method of claim 91, wherein the period of time is about 1 hour to about 7 hours.
A method of aiding conception, comprising:
positioning a device at a first position in a vaginal canal, wherein the device
comprises one or more capturing elements;
collecting semen with the one or more capturing elements after positioning the
device at the first position; and
positioning the device at a second position in the vaginal canal such that at least a
portion of the one or more capturing elements is proximate a cervix.
The method of claim 93, wherein positioning the device at the first position in the
vaginal canal comprises positioning at least a portion of the device against a vaginal wall.
The method of claim 93, wherein positioning the device at the first position in the
vaginal canal is performed prior to or during intercourse.
The method of claim 93, wherein the device comprises a platform comprising the one or
more capturing elements, and an extending member coupled to a distal portion of the
platform, and wherein positioning the device at the first position in the vaginal canal
comprises positioning the extending member proximate the entrance of the vaginal canal.
The method of claim 96, wherein positioning the extending member proximate the
entrance of the vaginal canal comprises positioning a distal portion of the extending
member outside of the entrance of the vaginal canal.
The method of claim 93, wherein positioning the device at the second position in the
vaginal canal comprises positioning a first portion of the device in a posterior fornix and
positioning a second portion of the device against the vaginal wall.
The method of claim 93, wherein positioning the device at the second position in the

vaginal canal comprises positioning the collected semen proximate the cervix.

100. The method of claim 93, further comprising maintaining the platform at the second

position in the vaginal canal for a period of time.
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101. A conception aid, comprising:
a platform configured for placement in a vaginal canal, wherein the platform
comprises at least one preformed curve along a longitudinal axis between a
proximal portion and a distal portion of the platform,
wherein the preformed curve is configured to remain against a vaginal wall when
the conception aid is within the vaginal canal so as to prevent flowback of the
semen towards the distal portion of the platform.
102. The conception aid of claim 101, further comprising an extending member coupled to a
distal portion of the platform.
103. The conception aid of claim 102, wherein the extending member is angled relative to
the platform.
104. The conception aid of claim 102, wherein the extending member is integrally formed
with the distal portion of the platform.
105. The conception aid of claim 102, wherein the extending member comprises a lumen.
106. The conception aid of claim 105, wherein the lumen is configured to receive a
depositing device.

107. The conception aid of claim 101, further comprising one or more capturing elements.



