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(57) Abstract

A method and apparatus adaptively selects a communication strategy
for communicating a message in a selective call radio system including a
fixed portion (100) and a portable portion (101). The fixed portion (100)
transmits (402) an alert signal to the portable portion (101), and awaits
(404) an acknowledgement signal including a signal quality estimate from the
portable portion (101). ‘The portable portion (101) receives {602) the alert
signal, computes (604, 606) the signal quality estimate therefrom, and then
sends the acknowledgement signal, The fixed portion (100) responds to the
acknowledgement signal by selecting (407) a strategy in accordance with the
signal quality estimate. A compatible reception strategy in accordance with the
signat quality estimaie is selected in the portable portion (101) without further
..{-communication with the fixed portion (100).
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