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A magnetic’ recording medium is provided, comprising a substrate, a

- hexagonal close-packed seedlayer deposited over the substrate, a hexagonal close-

- packed underlayer deposited over the seedlayer, and a hexagonal <close-packed

- recording layer deposited over the underlayer. The seedlayer is comprised of a

-ceramic. A method of manufacturing a magnetic recording medium is also provided,

+ .comprising the steps of sputtering a first sputter target to deposit a hexagonal close

packed seedlayer-over a substrate, sputtering a second sputter target to deposit a

hexagonal close packed underlayer over the seedlayer, and sputtering a third target to

deposit a hexagonal close-packed magnetic recording layer over the underlayer. The

seedlayer comprises a ceramic,
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