METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR SHAPI NG AND SUPPORTI NG LARGE
REFLECTORS The i nvention described herein is directed
toward the art of support structures for reflectors,
and nore particularly concerns a support structure
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i nvention described herein is to provide a support
structure for such large reflectors, which overcones
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for shaplng and supporting large reflectors which
generally present a geonetrical curved surface, such
as parabolic reflectors. Such reflectors are indeed a
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Further, to yield the final shape and size of the reflector, as many sections
as necessary are interconnected in a similar fashion and their relative
position determined and fixed by a suitably shaped profile threaded
perpendicularly through corresponding openings in said base structure
elements. The structure in its entirety is connected to the load bearing
structure used to manage the position of the reflector by way of standoff
elements and bolt-nut assemblies.



per pendi cul arly through correspondi ng openings in said
base structure elenents. The structure inits
entirety is connected to the | oad bearing structure
used to manage the position of the reflector by way of
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Usi ng this nethod one can easily achi eve any practi cal
curve without having to redesign its structural
conmponents, the Contour Profile being the sole

cust om made shape defi ni ng eI ement of the structure.
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enbodi nents, and that various other changes and

nodi fi cations may be effected therein by one skilled
in that art without departing fromthe scope or
spirit of the invention. Clains The enbodi nents of
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parallel to the nmenber's morklng surface, and - are
capabl e of distributing and transferring design | oads
fromtheir working surface across the body and

I nterconnectors w thout nechanical failure and

wi t hout substantially deviating fromtheir intended
shape; and said profile, suitably nade to be of
sufficient length and cross section such as to fit in
sai d nenber openings in a manner that when so inserted
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said nenbers to assune and retain the general curve
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design is replicated at the plurality of working
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section of the reflector. 2. An apparatus of claiml
wherein each reflective elenent is supported and
attached to at | east one of said support nenbers. 5



