~ 1 - BALL GLOVE . . ( This
i.-nventdon relates to ball gloves, and, nore particularly, to a web for. a

bai | ve, such as a basebal | gl ove, which is f%iﬁ?a'ﬁ'gd extensible 5
W th a break-in period. Baseball gloves convefiti 8rfa¥i%%i ncl ude a web

whi ch extends between the thunb and forefinger of the glove. Mdst webs are
firmand unyi el ding when new and do not form a natural pocket for the 10
basebal |. A new gl ove therefore requires a break-in period during which
the glove is used BAGIc&LAVEa ball repeatedly before the glove and the wa
| I~

beconme flexible enough and yisglding, SROUHD A 1PN ngqklet_zj(ﬁr%l.h%nt%
when the ball is caught. 15 The | nventi qn pr.ovi des ‘a web

which is flexibl eZ288 SALSASIHEE Fnodih & ¢'FrhfTa e tidra B 1P Eke 58 ashe
bal | \|N| t hlout ﬁ br eakr=ise yan @iovmﬁ wheieH sid qr’.lrmd al‘j_rg)rgrﬁP%g%gerrminr;_!eal , for
exanpl e, |eather or. imtatiqn | gather, and a plurality o slits are
made in the }Seat hé"rl.th'afhe asl%lrtesa‘{a-r‘en reéﬂ‘*eo(rjadbl y arranged in sets around a
central or focal portion, tEasdbigls laesh covdrdiinpadpacecadtudd fof er ent

di stances from thedipGal; oddhasT R GeAt (FY Al GRR R r-glfaroed with
rows of 25 stitching between the slits of adjacent sets. The slits
separate the sheetthfat®rdvd- i MasHhorahommst s i e e aid i &y vdearer

i ndependence than mewsherl ¥ vty id t5 . nait- g ey tioang Hfd ex and extend
rel ative to1%?ch

2Dtherb en a}shball ilﬁ%ca ht by the 30 . web %(I)’ t hat. the-
web conf or e Car ourtESHRE Wl | AP FHE S BHEEC Torr SHE 158 12 OFREK ent i on
will be explai ned dericshjdmrcnwhiiath the iglaws rist iused to catch a hﬂhhM\i@%?
t i acconpanyi ng i AUATRlY G NG ATbWi Al the web become

flexidle enough and yielding enough to form a pccket

for the ball when the ball is caught.

'15 The invention provides a web which is

flexible and extensible enough to form a natural

pocket for the ball without a break-in period. The

web is formed from sheet material, for example,

leather or imitation leather, and a plurality of
20 slits are made in the leather. The slits are
preferably arranged in sets around a central or focal
portion, the slits of each set being spaced at
different distances from the focal portion. ZThe
sheet material can be reinforced with rows of (
stitching between the slits of adjacent sets.  The
slits separate the sheet material into porticns which
can move with greater independence than a she

g
without slits, and these portions flex =nd sxtend
W

o
S
=3
ct

relative to each other when a ball is cuw:
30 web so that the web conforms around the
Torms a pocket for the ball.
The inventicon will be ex»iainsd in
cenjunction with an illustrative emtodiment shown in
ﬁhe accompanying diagramnmatic drawings, in whioh:-

35 Fig. 1 is a front perzpsctive view 27 =



35 - Fig. 1is a front perpective view of a  conventiona
basebal | . gt ove Which is provided with a web formed in accordance with :

invention: Fig. 2 is a rear perspective view of the baseball glove of Kil§/)
.15 , Ftg. 3 is a plan view, partially broken away, of the web

of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken along the line 4-4 of Fig. 3;

Fig. 5is a plan view, partially broken 10 away, show ng the shape of

the web when a ball is caught by the web, the2ball being onmitted for

clarity of illustration;_  Fi IS a.; tignals vigw,taken al,ongdsthe.lipe
6-6 of Fig. 5 and 1‘%%?#&90“36_1 °‘°‘asa°p"?a§1§1. E?Q%a)c? \Zf)z‘ﬁg“rhe?lél gr‘\%\_}i‘é\%g dfee' B
al ternat e enbodi nentebff ameded RGN tid th gode ingrat2cra basebal |
glove 15 i'ncludes a pal mportimig 16 . foPW Ad198e rslirldts vi7v:1E§, 0:95apd 20,
and a thunb stall 21b qé}éi; web 22 extends between the thunmb stall 21
and the stall 17 for’3$P%0or i Nfer®*arid §'s 'Ssecured to the stalls by |acing
23. The lacing 23 al so secure&igheés vieh 22 s tHewgormtzirgn adfyt beopahm
portion 16 between t t o/ £:0f tthe thunmb and forefinger so 25.
that the lacing 23 égﬁﬁﬁﬁg&%Zﬁé%éﬁﬂgfﬁn‘f%% ﬂdrn1of a U The particular
. glove illustrated in the drawifigi ot d ielapationgdsaigem tgkevezlcpgwaber,
it will be understooditdaf-4 her imyvent3on can be used 30 with other types
of gloves, for exanple, a fir%;.baifman's %gseball gl ove,, catcher's mtt,
_ ig. is ap :

and a an view, partially broken
- 10 away, showing the shape of the web when a ball is
_ caught by the web, the ball being omitted for clarity.
N~ of illustratiohj

-Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken alcng ﬁhe
line 6-6 of FPig. 5; and
15 "Pigs. 7 to 14 are plan views of alternate
| embodiments of the web.
' Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, a baseball
glove 15 includes a palm portion 16; four finger
stalls 17, 18, 19 and 20, and a thumb stall 21. A
20 web 22 extends between the thumb stall 21 and the
stall 17 for the forefinger and is secured to the
stalls by lacing 23. The lacing 23 also secures the
web 22 t0 the portion:of the palm portion 16 between
the stalls 21 and 17 for the thumb and forefinger so
25. that the 1acihg 23 extends generally in the form of
a U. o - '
. The particular glove illustrated in tne
~drawing is a fielder's baseball glove. However, it
will be understood that the invention can ba uzed
30 with'qther tyﬁés of glbves,'for example, a Zirst
baseman's baseball glove, a catcher's miztt, and a
softball glove. |

. The web 22 i3 made of sheet material,

14

or
example, leather or imitatioh'leather; and includes =

- 35 relatively straight ton =2dge 24 and a U-shaped



sof tball glove. The web 22 is nade of sheet material, for' exanpl e, |eather
or imtation |eather, and includes a 35, relatively straight top edge 24
and_a~U-shaped - 3. - edge 25 (Fig. 3). The particular web 22 2

ckNated is formed fromtwo |ayers. 26 end 27 of sheet material (see _
Figal B, 4 and 6). The outer layer 26 faces the back of the glove, and the
U-shaped edge 28 of the 5 I nner |ayer 27 termnates inwardly of the
u- shaped edge 25 of the outer |ayer 26. The=straight upper edges of the

inner and outer layers gverlap, and the |ayers are stitched.together by-a
doubl e row of stit ‘fﬁ% 729{" 1Lg'ciﬂg‘ hﬁ\% Q?étdmﬁé‘*ﬁrro\?’ieﬁeéiaﬁduﬁdtfﬁ"ea ilé-e
peri phery of the aid efortmedrf @6n flovo tlleey draciaég =28 M7 of ahkathesteheadeb 22
to the glove. The er-edge of Dy, 22 4 ravi ded a U ed,.or

| ooped piece 32 ofku’s? 'ee‘Tl at ejr)’i a% m\E/%}n-c*n)_ is ‘shtsel F)c ied. _ﬁ%’f%ejgﬁutﬁsﬁl%g $irf aces
of the layers 26 Iack afndiey &howa,i i iqi3d -shapgdusiigesefand dhel aci ng
34 (Fig. 6) extendsnid¥ oughed ey A& ed RGN 32 ARG $-386pe@d tO the
t hunb and finger stalls %%ﬁﬁﬂ_ 17..LaC|g&_hol%§ 35.are prqvkdeq in the | oop
32 for lacing 36 ($94%.2 18 Wih Ja Held®al (ewS3pe€R30 “FEe3r ound
the top of the | oopdgds antl the imod Nga¥ Juntssrdd gfe rish@ vieaQpp, Thedl atleng 36

also. is attached t t | 17. The mmanner of
attaching the web fa&}:{]ﬁse g ovseﬁbngcgn%d;%‘gor%ef%h?hljesqyié ?119% kg,e 32"afd 36 and t he

25 |l oop 32 is cohverinmaaldandaivess mnldodl pare rofovikied ismeanti on.
The web can fig at t@gdiege s fpiddy BNHhSWIRH QRMNYE for the lacing 23
which attaches the web 22 to the glove. W

The upper edge of the web 22 is provided by
a U-shaped or looped piece 32 of sheet material which
is stitched to the outside surfaces of the layefs 26
t5 and 27 by stitching 33. A double strand of lacing 34
(Fig. 6) extends through the centre of the locp 32
and is secured to the thumb and finger stalls 21 and
17. Lacing holes 35 are provided in the loop 32 for
_ lacing 36 (Figs. 1 and 2) which is helically wrapped
20  around the top of the loop 32 and the lacing 34
' inside of the loop. The lacing 36 also is attached
to the thumb and finger stalls 21 and 17.
The manner of attaching the web to.the SR
glove by means of the 1acing 23, 34 and 36 and the ~
25 loop 32 is conventional and does not form part of |
this invention. The web can be attached in any other
suitable manner. |
Referring to Fig. 3, the web 22 has a
central portion or focal point 38 which is -
30 approximately in the’centre.of the web when the w

We
urality of slits 39

is attached to the glove. A pi
~are formed in the two layers 26 and 27 of the.web and
are'arranged about the focal point 38.
"In the embodiment iliustrated in Fig., 3 the

35 slits 39 extend in arcs around thes focal point 38,



ﬁeférring to Fig. 3, the web 22 has a central portion or focal point 38
whi ch is 30 approximately. in the centre of the web when the web is

attached to the glove. A plurality of slits 39 are formed in the two ;
2,

| ayers .26 and 27 of  the web and are arranged about the focal point 3§

t he. enmbodinent illustrated in Fig. 3 the 35 slits 39 extend in arc
around the -focal point 38, -4- and are arranged in three sets 40, 41 and
42. Each set incl udes three curved (arcuate) slits which have

substantially the same radius fromthe focal poi nt 38, and the radius of
eachiggt is differ enéndoarkatrsangeghenstirecosetacktset| aamd s@aced?m'x

diffefent distances fsreQmﬂhQQuﬁ@QalthP@l@nEu?@Pd Thecends) od: e S
roundl ed to inhibit gagpgga IOS%Of cracks or tears in the The caI

poi-nt 38 need not be et 8n§P?|EaE%nfﬁ%ldﬁnﬁ"t%et%%n{QQ%rcﬂowhe arcs
10 of the slits c38,bandpanhedrapant sonenbatsas | ONgi esetdier ddtmaye

arjanged, gener 2Ll B o 05.c5et LabnPatt ! on, oLplf 1ok SHTEH T A S, ds,

15 46 and 47. Indtlﬁéaémgédlfmmt*htilﬁgcahtpdlnh T g. The emade set tife
stitching is in the f9&ms0f @ Pexagon. 1Ihey pgg{ s}&é;%% 44ﬁe s 5r

i nside the inner set 40 of slits, the’ stltc |one between
the sets 40 and 41 oft€&rptdn the §?Ptch?h3 ﬁﬁcﬁs point %ﬁEﬂQQQHnﬁttmﬁwwbn

the sets 41 and 42 obxakitt geonBdribecshttei 28d 4thé Scdwsidd YredUtside of

the outer set of The, stitching coul d be in the form of other
polygons or coiﬁd be%C|%§SI3 1t Fhgan Be space anaru somewhat as long as

s . the slits are arranged generally about the central
portion of the web. '
R The two layers 26 and 27 are stitched
together by a plurality of sets of stitching 44, 45,
15 46 and 47. In the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 3,
each set of stitching is in the form of a hexagon. '
‘The inner stitching 44 extends inside the inner set
40 of slits, the stitching 45 is positioned between
the sets 40 and 41 of slits, the stitching 46 is
20 positioned between the sets 41 and 42 of slits, and
the stitching 47 is positioned outside of the outer
set 42 of slits. The stltchlng could be in the form
of other polygons. or could be circular. The
U - stitching reinforces the web between adjacent sets of
25 - slits and prevents propagation of tears from one set
.of slits to another set, | .
The slits of ad jacen t satq alternzte so
‘that the ends of the sl;ts in one set do not
substantially overlap the ends of the sliits in
30 adjacent sets. For example, the centres of tha sli
of the inner set 40 are located, fespectively. at
approximately 12:00, 4:00 and 8:CC (o'clock
ﬂ-positions) and the centfes_of the élits'of the éecond
set 41 are located at approximately 2:0C, 6:C3 and
35 10:007 Radii drawn from the focal point 38 to the



stitching reinforces the web between adjacent sets of 25 slits and
prevents propagation of tears fromone set of slits to another set. ‘The

do subst ant i

ally overlap the ends of the slits in 30  adjacent sets

in adj acent sets alternate so that the ends of the slits in one set

For &eénple, the centres of the slits of the inner set 40 are | ocated,
respectively at approximately 12:00, 4:00 and 8:00 (o' clock positions) and
the centres of the slits of the seconds set-%1 are | ocated at approximately

2:00, 6:00 and 35 0: 90, ii.d the noint .38 tq the
oS, %5 goid 5 0une B L AR A8 10 Sl o 0 00

-5 - ends of the s

oné se ersec S er ‘set\sf

.

substantially at. efeothels 2¢ts heulstankialiy tafe Prefardedirdtifod of maki ng
the web, 5 the fayegs 26 and 27 are stitched together by the stitching

29 and the four

are punched in the web at theldkR$ (BEETHT

hexagonal sefs of stitching 44-47. Thereafter, the slits
50 PRI AL TSR 4T web

subst anti al | ysnoretd® layétex2®| en@nel7 extenst bl chat texgeiidably amd permit
the web to forma patural pogket for. a ball wfhout a break-in.perjad . Fi
FEREPRR OB hal it P o R S YA

6 is a sectional

eThg caug

Fig. 7 illustrates44héTwebToérsaftes, i the el ekpamedurBhed donditg oiedwi t h
the ball being 0”1EEGGPEOEegﬁﬁéBtYo@%ti&ﬁ@§?ratiOn- VWen the. ball strikes

t he web, each set of 's ]
of the slits to extend in thEh@i$&tEsonender the web

10

15

20

25

30

35

Its permts the portion of theSIstbtrad_l 6&'1'5)/ i nwar d

antia more
flexible and extensible or expandable and permit the
web to form a natural pocket for a ball without a
break-in period. Fig. 6 is a sectional. view
illustrating a ball 49 being caught in the web 22.
Fig. 7 illustrates the web of Fig. 6 in the expanded
condition with the ball being omitted for clarity of
illustration. B | )
When the ball strikes the web, each set of
slits permits the portion of the web radially
inwardly of the slits to extend in the direction in
which the ball is moving to form a three-dimensional
pocket. Referring to Fig. 5, the portion of the web
_inside of the outer slits 42 is .attached to the
portion of the web outside of the slits 42 by three
relatively short segments 51, 52 and 53. The _
portions of the web along the inside edges of the
slits 42 are free to be pulled inwardly and
rearwardly by'the ball away from the cutside edges of
the slits 42. Siﬁilarly, the portion of the web .
inside of the middl° slits 41 are connected to the
remainder of the web by three relatively short
~segments 54, 55 and 56, and the inside edges of thz
slits 41 can be pulled inwardly and rearwardly away
. from-the outside edges of the slits 41 dy the ball.
The central poftidn of the web inside of the inner

slits 42 is connected to the remainder of the web by

g.

ly



20 whi ch-the ball is moving to forma three-di nensi onal pocket.
Referring to Fig. 5, the portion of the web inside of the outer slits 42Js
attached to the portion of the web outside of the slits 42 by three 7
relatively short.segnments 51, 52 and 53.  The 25 portions of the.weB
along the inside edges of the slits 42 are free to be pulled inwardly and
rearwardly by the ball away fromthe outside edges of the slits 42.
Similarly, the portion of the web inside of the mddle slits 41 are
connected to the 30 remai nder of .the web by three relatively short . 3
segment s 54, 55 and HRTrtafeameatisndilde S5&gad 60,t hadsthesidgidanebgeputted

inwardl y and rearwarley sawes oomaih®copiande edgas ol Lhe sbitgafdipyythe
bal . The central paqrtiaqn qf t he web inside of the inner 35 slits’ 42 is
"connected to the re en?i’earl of the web by -6- short segnents 57, 58 and
59, and the inside edges of tEvesl ithough cae hetpwihedornwaediybang
rearwardly by the b I t, erial of th eb is 5 . .,
relatively inefgstigggﬁ' &%g ?ﬁ%ggsvgﬁeggggggggfgfﬁggﬁegﬁérédgﬁﬁu?élyne
attached to the gl ovehpnensdcadiedy, atiteched ite hhghk}ofkekybtieahacing,
expandabl e by virtugnd webe isl htign1Phenekh818abhai sxhEARYE efﬁf%i%éﬁ’em
the web will returnéﬁfag%ggﬁéﬂ%éy &g itsinitial 10 ° configuration.

Al t hough | have desc¢ti : b d2ePeith§ Palredst FERPYOD FRYBr Ehefweb,

| eat her or | eat her - [tihlee wedt eniildl reftuirins sabssaposaibletboiuseinisiagl e

| ayer. The usqpf ti A3 91 | eather for a web is 15 conventi onal ,
however, so that bo?ﬁ’ou@@f&% surfaces ' - '
U Althqugh I have described the web as being

formed from two layers of leather or léather-like
‘material, it is also possible to use a single layer;
The use of two layers of leather.for a web is
15 conventional, however, so that both outside surfaceé
of the web will have a finished appearance.
Figs. 7 to 14 illustrate alternate
embodiments of slit paﬁterns for the web. In Fig. 7
four sets of curved slits 61, 62, 63 and 64 extend
20 . about a central hole 65. Each set contains three
slits. Fig. 7 does not show stitching between the
sets of slits, but this stitching can be added if
desired to provide additional reinforcement for the
- : - web and to ensure against the possibility fhat a tear
25  from a slit will -propagate to the slit of an adjacent .
set. | '
Fig. 8 is similar to Fig. 7, but an-opering
is not provided at the focal point.

(o)}

. In Fig. 9 an inner set of slits 67 i
30 arranged about a focal point.68. The sliss 67 ar
slightly curved, but the radius of curvature is

i8

()]

_ Substantiaily greater than the distance between the
~8lits and the focal pdiht 68.so_tha€ the slits are
much straighter than'the'slits €1 of Fig. 7. Second
35 ‘and third sets of slits 69 and 7C are arranged around



of the web will have a finished appearance.. Figs. 7 to 14 .illustrate

al ter.nate amomnEMS of slit patterns for the web. In Fig. 7 four sets of
cur slits 61, 62, 63 and 64 extend 20 about a central hole 65. Each *
set@ntal ns three slits. Fig. 7 does not show stitching between the sets

of stits, but this stitching can be added if desired to provide additional
reinforcement for the web and to ensure against the possibility that a tear
25 froma slit will propagate to the slif-of an adjacent set. Fig. 8 is

simlar to Fig. 7. Qite AkORN.NG 4 SRPePRY 220 ol LNBkpcalpoLny, 11

Fig. 9 an inner set of slits 67 is anged a ocal _poi nt
The slits 67 are i g’-rﬂqafer%rlved’heolh‘tppr‘ﬁ'ehoé'&l Gé‘ 6'ff &oevEeSr e2n§ «1""

substantial l'y greaﬁ@daﬁ et e fli titedic @ urirean the sSkinkgeandrthe tqgal
point 68 so that t a§’|ItS r 8rTuch straighter than the slits 61 of Fig. 7.
Second 35 and tM FHE %1 its 69 and 70 are arranged around - 7 -
the first seth A fourth setlroffitdr d® e dmnsln set70fi fouocatédsi A%t he

upper portion of t%F%éﬁgkdGEH$§H“§1H¥ﬁ¥raﬁob%%nﬁk bgse Qﬂtfooﬁkkgs s

snaced above the oint 68 an’inner set
of four Slits 73 |@9&Pr%ﬁgé705 AFSULP T2 Vddifdr din Jﬁémcﬁ@b'}’@ PP&GE o8t Rér

openings 75 are prine des iimdite Qﬁntﬁms sarts g3 .of sebenwelnianghededof t he
slits 73. Second and tq; qﬁ_et% in 76 and 77 are arrgn%Fd grou d the
focal 10 poi nt Soper & AdieLigRS #OGPM8I M8, 1R%RSurth

set of thred%uterp@lnt s(07,583n131a ﬂeﬁla)t ecuridn each set contains four slits.
A fourth set of three outer slits 78 is located in &_}
the upper portion of the web.

The slit pattern of Fig. 11 is similar to
the pattern of Fig. 9, but the curvature of the slits

15 in Fig. 11 is greater than the curvature of the slits
in Pig. 9. o | _

‘The slit pattern of Fig. 12 is similar to
the slit pattern of Fig. 10, but the focal point of
the pattern of Fig. 12 is closer to the upper edge of

20 the web so that the outer set of slits is positioned
~ closer to the upper edge of the web.

In Fig. 13 the focal point of the slits is
p031t10ned closer to the bottom of the web than the )
top edge, and the upper portien of the web includes a -/

25 substantial area which is not provided with slits.

Fig. 14 illustrates a slit pattern similar
to the slit pattern of Fig. 3. However, the radius
of curvature of the slits of Fig. 14 is gréater than
the distance between the slits and the focal point so

30  that the slits of Fig. 14 are substantially -
straighter than the slits of Fig. 3, Fig. 14
illustrates_stitéhing between adjacent sets of slits,

- and similar stitching can be included on each of the
webs illustrated in Figs. 7-13.
35 ~ While in the foresgoing specification a



“t he upper portion of the web. The slit pattern of Fig. 11 is simlar to t he
~pattern of- Fig.” 9,. but the curvature of the slits 15 in Fig. 11 is-
greater than the curvature of the shits in Fig. 9. The slit pattern of
‘12 is simlar to the slit pattern of Fig. 10, but the focal point of the
pattern of Fig. 12 is closer to the upper edge of 20 the web so that the
outer set of slits is positioned closer to the upper edge of the web. In
Fig. 13 the focal p0|nt of the slits is posi&ioned closer to the bottom of
the web than the t %‘iﬂ@d aBQcLE‘EtUBg% pQréLé’@lP{nté}%c‘!\ﬁbﬁ% Jelydes, A 25
subs&gntlal area “i's not provide 14 11T Ustrates a
slitpattern S|nllaﬂV?6tPﬁé §Fﬁtsﬁﬁtf@FH“OfOFlE“e3Pu$ﬁmﬁwe?P the radius of

curvature of the slllm&s@fralﬁllgn 14¢i gi0neBbenntbARL 668 chst ama,bﬁwﬁeaw t he
slits and the focal ﬁ Et ﬁ that the slits.o
g &

substantially straf ﬁefﬂegéﬁf’sm?ﬁ Bf gvantied F‘f‘b"9 ‘4613rrf]L¥stbr”at es
stitching betfeen ddjoaeeskiideed oh shetsrtamiitsout| depsttindifupwarhee

i ncluded on each of bs, LI ted in Figs. 7-13. 35

Wiile in the fore90|%ggsggC|Pch¥§%%§a detai |l ed description of a

speci fic enbodi nent of the invention was set forth for the purpose of
illustration, it will be understood that many of the details herein given
may be vari ed consi derably by those skilled in the art w thout departlng
fromthe scope of the clains. :

\vj



CLAI M5 1. A web for.a ball glove conprising a sheet of glove

mat er having, a purality of Slits therein. 5 2. : A vieb
accoéﬁ?%g to Caiml in which the web has a central portion and the slits
are “anged around the central portion. 3. - A web ‘according to
Claim1 or 2 in which each slit extends in an arc. 10 4. A web

according to Caim1l in which the web has a focal portion and the slits are
arranged in a plurality of sets, the mninumdistance between the focal
portion and each slit of a partlcular set being. approxi mately the sane, ..

sai d mi.ni num di st addd ¥ ng 15 different for each set. 5. A wﬁb
according to Claim4 in which I1;yrlg expﬁh in an arc about said focal
portion. 6. 8¢A web accor j°t o *C"8rm £~ SWPSLPHQFHQFHQ gtdtehing

bet ween each pai r éafa@eﬁ?t§eﬂ§10hﬁz®ﬂp asbiltusaliTiy of s1i+A web
accordi ng to O ai mtheire iwhi ch the stitching between each palr of adj acent
sets of sllts5forn5 a pongoR A web according to Cla|n16 or 7 .
in which 25 the“stitching d¥ed ﬁSFOFHﬂéFséetbanynsllts wich the weW Web

according to any ohesoh Gbamhal4pbet80hnamglghee@ch+ %5 f sl%ﬁg%Jncludes
ai Ts 9in

three slits. 10. to any one o
whi ch each end of 358% sI| |cgg%5ﬁg folPBsist 30 pr opagati on of

tears-fromthe sli®: 11. A welp aeboadcmgdt@gclzﬂlraw cS)Ine‘zoJ}c n QA 4 to

10 in which the: sIehahogwleaghtgggsdpnngg gy stantlally overlap slits of
adj acent setgqy 12 4. A web according to any one of Cains 4
A web according to Claim 1 in which the web

has a focal portion and the slits are arranged in a
plurality of sets, the minimum distance between the
focal portion and each slit of a particular set being

approximately the same, said minimum distance being
15 _dlfferent for each set. :

"/

5. A web according to Claim 4 in which each
sllt extends in an arc about said focal portion.
6f A web accordlng to Claim 4 or 5 including
stitching between each pair of adjacent sets of

20 slits.
7. _ A web according to Claim 6 in which the .
stitching between each pair of adjacent sefs of slits
forms a polygon. .
8. A web according to Claim 6 or'7 in which

25 the stitching does not intersect any slits.

- 9. A web according +o any one of Claims 4 to 2

in which each set of slits includes three slits.
10. = A web according %o any ore of Claims 4 to o
in which each end of esach slit is rounded to resist

30 propagation of tears from the slit.
11. A web according to'ahy one of Claims 4
to 10 in which the slits of each set dc not
substavtlally over lap glits cf adjacent sets.
12. , A web according to any ons of Claims 4

35 - %0 10 in which the slits of each set terminate .
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35 ° to 10.in which the slits of each set terninate -10- approxinmately
at radii which éxtend fromthe focal portion and the slits of each set_.

pot substantially overlap slits of adj acent sets. '13. : A web accof n
to any one of Clainme 1 5 to 12 in which said sheet conprises two |ayers
stitched together. 14. A web according to any one of Clains | to-13
I n which said sheet material is |eather. 15. A ball glove having a
pal m portion, a 10 finger portion, and a thunmb portion, a web extending.

between and attached to the finger portion and@+he thunb portion, the web
conpili si ng a sheet Oépgf@ﬂﬁnmwlaﬁtl ﬁbﬁ}/ﬂﬂgzkﬁa&ﬁrét){t@ndpgﬁio'mo'%q@”d‘o%”

“pluraFity of slits e a nd the central portion. 16. A
bal | gl ove accordi ngg{)ﬁptélggan? u'f St th %‘aceh*%hplst tei]toeﬁ‘(?s in an arc. 17.

A ball glove accor diﬁgb?ebardmlﬂylaﬂmrlla"p igll it -aif tadie aweln thagta .f ocal
portion and the slitgzare arrafnggd, idL a4 déatl,eg)éng; O%%ts,f %Eéﬁl ni, mum

di stance 20 etween the focal portion and each Fcul ar set
bei ng approxi me? el y the! Sahie, "l sAid mhnad Sl%é‘)l@él rtgodl*fdf/errent for
each set. 18. é’tbﬁé}he@lwgemﬁrdl ng to Ci ai m 17 in whi ch each sl '.t
extends in an arc abp}gt said fpcal, bal | gl ove

acording to . Claim17 18 in Jfﬁ%gaos‘iqnt %&%&%&?eeé’é‘hcpéllfﬂooﬁ
adj acent sets of slits.120in which Adial Ishgledvenagteadrdi ng tlesangrone of 30

Cainms 17 to 19 in which each ge&l, of Slifs H.aﬂ/(‘ilhugd%.s palm portion, a
- 10 finger portion, and a thumb pecrtion, a web extending
K_f _ between and attéched to the finger portion and the
' thumb portion, the web comprising a bheet of glove
material having a central portion and a plurality of
_ slits extending around the central portion.
15 16. A ball glove. accordlng to Claim 15 in hth
-each slit extends in an arc. '
17. f A ball glove according to Claim 15 or 16 in
which the web has a focal portion and the slits. are _
: arranged in a plurality of sets, the minimum distance
20  between the focal poftion and each slit of a
particular set being approximately the same, said
minimum distance being different for each set.
18. - A ball glove according to Claim 17 in ublcn
NIV _ each slit extends in an arc about said focal
| 25 portion. :
19. A ball glove acording to Claim 17 or 18
including stitching between each pair of adjacent
'sets of slits.
20. A ball olove accorclng to any one of
30 Claims 17 to 19 in which each set of slits includes
 three slits. _
21. A ball glOVe according to any one cf
Claims 17 to 20 in which each end of each slit is
rounded to resist propagation of tears from the
35 slit. '
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three slits. 21. A bal|l glove according to any one of . daims 17 to
20 in which each end of each slit is rounded to resist propagation of tears -

fro 35 slit. 111211111 1112121 1122111121111111 22. A bal | *
- gl ovkFdccording to any one of Clains 17 to 21 in which the slits of each

set do not substantially overlap slits of adjacent sets. 23. . A bal

gl ove according to any one of 5 Clains 17 to 22 in which the slits of

each set terminate approximately at radii whith extend fromthe foca
portion and the sbzts of eaxh aBBtgUovaohcsubstant tal hyyoyesl ap slits of,

adj acent sets. b ccordi ng, t Lm, Qnsiruc

arranged and adapféa B3 obe te?snﬁ ? AT a Pg1§§ H% §|n§%%%c%|be&°mf?ﬁ

reference to, andsubssanWhalhy @ﬁ%“b%poﬁ%ah§|ng ddjacent. sess. A bal

gl ove conprising gsweb accoxdwmt 1@@@! 888,04 : £hakBBadyt Gnddopr 24. 15

26. _ baII Iove gﬁCﬁr # g. a$n%é £nstru§:ed arranged and

adapted to operat %h%%t t QI g g %%fé RsBriBBdONi $ACRePRFence to, and

as shown in, the aseroipahgi agpronimatsly at radii which extend from :
the focal portion and the slits of each set do not
substantially overlap slits of adjacent sets.

24. A web according to Claim 1 constructed,

10 arranged and adapted to operate substantially as
herein described with reference to, and as shown in, k
the accompanying drawings. ' . !
25. A ball glove comprising a web according to
any one of Claims 1 to 14 or 24.

15 26. A ball glove according to Claim 15

constructed, arranged and adapted to operate
substantially as herein described with reference to,’
and as shown in, the accompanying drawings.
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