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(54) Title: INTERFACIAL METHOD OF PREPARING ESTER-SUBSTITUTED DIARYL CARBONATES

(57) Abstract: High yields of ester-substituted diary carbonates such as bis-methyl salicyl carbonate were obtained by the conden-
sation of methyl salicylate with phosgene in the presence of a phase transfer catalyst (PTC) in an interfacial reaction system in which
the pH of the aqueous phase was greater than 9.3. Using the method of the present invention conversions of greater than 99% were
obtained whereas under standard conditions using triethylamine as the catalyst conversions were limited to 70-75% of the methyl
salicylate starting material even with a 20 mole% excess of added phosgene. The optimized conditions of the present invention use
only a slight excess of phosgene and represent an attractive route for the manufacture of bis methyl salicyl carbonate and ester-sub-

stituted diaryl carbonates generally.
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