It is an objective to produce internedi ates of optically active beta-3
.adrenal i ne receptor agonists fromreadily available raw materials in a
~safe, efficient and industrially advantageous manner. A substituted
acetyl pyridine derivative represented by the general fornmula (9) is reduced
by enanti osel ective reduction to produce an optically active :
hydr oxyet hyl pyri di ne derivative represested by the general formula (10)
(wherein * represents an asymetric carbon atom, and it is further
derivatized to.anintermnedi at eof anoptlcalIEactivebeta-Badrenalinereceptor
agoni st, such as an optically activeP8 dxyet hyl pyri di ne derivative
represented by the general formula (14) or an optically active oxirane
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