A CCNTAPNER FER EXAMPLE FOR FOOD PRODUCTS SUCH AS CONFECTI ONERY
THE S8HAPE OF A JO NTED -TOY The present invention relates to containe

for exanple

for food products such as confectionery, and concerns in

particular a container conprising a casing and at |east one associ ated

auxiliary body fixed to the casing and
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2 CONTAINER, FOR EXAMPLE FOR FOOD PRODUCTS SUCH AS

CONFECTIONERY, IN THE SHAPE OF A JOINTED TOY

I'N
rs,

The present invention relates to containers, for example

for food products such as confectionery, and concerns in
particular a container comprising a casing and at least
one associated auxiliary body fixe¢ to the casing and
able to give the container itself, for instance animal-like or
humanm-like features. A container of this type is described,

for example, in United States Patent No. 4,593,817.

The container described in the above patent generally has
a fixed configuration in the sense that, while it may be
opened for the removal of the products (for example
chocolate eggs) contained within, it has the form of a

rigid animal or puppet with no capacity for movement.

In a field of use such as that of containers for food
products, and in particular containers for confectionery
for children, there is a perceived need to give the

containers an ever greater play potential, a regquirement

which is fairly difficult to satisfy with conventional

containers.

The aim of the present invention is to provide a
container which has been improved from this point of

view, particularly as regards the possibility of
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abl e to give the container itself, for instance animal-like or human-Iike
features. A container of this type is described, for exanple, in United
States Patent No. 4,593, 817. The contai ner described in the above patent

generally has a fixed configuration in the sense that, while it may be
opened for the renoval of the products (for exanple chocolate eggs)
contai ned within, it has the formof a rigid animal or puppet with no

capacity for novene In a field of use such as .that qf containers for
food product sPrSN&dnlﬁgpalfﬂrcﬁxélmpé&”tt & ﬁé’tr?afld’rerc&#%q %{ﬁforn of
puppet or a small animal which may take up various poses

chosen by the user.

According: to the present invention, this object is
achieved by a container having the characteristics
specified in Claim 1. Advantageous developments of the

invention are the subject of the Claims which follow.

The invention will now be described, purely by way of
non-limitative example, with reference to the appended
drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a general perspective view of a
container according to the inventibn;

Figure 2 is an exploded median section, taken on the
line II-II of Figure 1, showing the component parts of
the container of Figure 1;

Figures 3 and 4 illustrate in detail-' the
characteristics of movement of the various compongnt
parts of the container; and |

Figures 5 to 7 show the container according to the

invention in various positions of use.

In the drawings, a container (for example for
confectionery), which in the embodiment illustrated here
takes the form of.a little animal, for example a little

hippopotamus, is generally indicated 1.
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for children, there is a perceived need to give the containers an ever
greater play potential, a requirenent which is fairly difficult to satisfy
wi th conventional containers. The aimof the present inventionis to
provide a container which has been inproved fromthis point of view,
particularly as regards the possibilitg of

In a structural configuration which is generally known
(See for e#ample United States Patent No. 4,593,817
mentioned earlier) the container 1 comprises essentially an
egg-shaped casing formed by a (generally lower or rear)
first shell 2 of spherical shape and by a further,
generally front or upper, shell 3 of ogival or dome

shape.

Naturally the terms "lower" and "rear", "“upper"™ and
"front" used above refer to the general posture of the
animal represented by the container and are not to be

interpreted in a limitative manner.

The shells 2, 3 are usually made of pléstics material,
preferably - non transparent for the shell 2 and
transparent for the shell 3, and are joined with their

open ends in frontal mating relationship.

An édhesive strip 4 (See Figure 1), applied to the
container during assembly after the inner cavity defined
by at least one of the shells 2 and 3 (typically the dome
3) has been filled with products such as food products,
for ekample chocolate eggs 5, holds the shells 2 and_3

together.

The strip 4 may be removed when desired to allow the

shells 2, 3 to be separated for access to the products 5

in the container. —_—
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2 prqviding, for exanple, a container taking the formof a puppet or a
sma | animal which nmay take up various poses chosen by the user.

According to the present invention, this object is achieved by a container
having the characteristics specified in Caim1. Advantageous devel opnents
of the invention are the subject of the Cjains which follow The

I nvention will now be described, purely by way of

Two shaped auxiliary bodies 6, 7 (front and rear
respectively, still with reference to the posture of the
animal), also usually made of plastics material, are
provided to give the hollow casing formed by the shells
2 and 3 animal-like or, if required, human-like
characteristics. 1In the selected embodiment, the front
body 6 reproduces the features of the animal's face and
front legs; the rear body 7 reproduces the features of

the hindquarters and/or hind legs of the same animal.

Naturally, the embodiment illustrated is chosen purely by

way of example.

In greater detail, it may be seen that the front body 6
is formed, in the embodiment illustrated (see
particularly the sectional view of Figure 2), by a single
shaped piece. This could however include two or more
elements, that is (for example) an outer body comprising
the face and the front legs of the animal, except for the
eyeballs and the tongue, and an inner body including
appropriately shaped parts defining the animal's eyeballs
and tongue. The inner body could be joined to the body
so that the animal's eyebélls and tongue appear througp

corresponding apertures in the outer body.

However it is constituted, the body 6 usually has a
general shell shape'which fits together to complement the
ogival shape of the shell 3 of the egg-shaped casing.
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non-limtative exanple, with reference to the appended drawi ngs, in which:
Figure 1 is a general perspective view of a container according to the

i nvention; Figure 2 is an exploded nedian section, taken on the |ine
I'1-11 of Figure 1, show ng the conponent parts of the container of Figure
1 Figures 3 and 4 illustrate ing detail the characteristics of

novenment of the various conponent parts of the container; and

Figures 5 to 7TRHeW nid¥ns$ofthait)ert SrTef thddwka 1t h@qowmvgeaheripuasvarﬁr?éis
positions of use. _ _
body 6 may be fitted onto the shell 3 so as to cover it

at least in part.

In an important characteristic of the present invention,
the coupling of the front body 6 and the shell 3 is not
fixed (as in the case of the animal shown in U.S. Patent
No. 4,593,817 already mentioned several times) but
movable. To this end, the body 6 is provided with an
inner appendage 8 with an enlarged head 9 formed by two
resilient half-conical parts. The appendage 8 is
therefore able to pass like an arrow through an aperture

or hole 10 in the apex of the shell 3.

As a result, the body 6 may be fitted to the shell 3 by
the insertion §f the appendage 8 through the aperture 10
until the head portion 9 projects inside the shell 3. At
this point the resilient half-conical parts, which were
compressed by the passage through the hole 10, snap apart

to attach the body 6 onto the shell 3.

The body 6 may therefore be rotated with respect to the
shell 3 about an axis of rotation X9 which substantially
coincides with the main 1longitudinal axis of the

appendage 8 (See especially Figures 2 and 3).

An approximately similar arrangement is used to attach
B

-
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In the draw ngs, a container (for exanple for confectionery),
mh!ph in the enbodinent illustrated -here takes the formof a little
animal, for exanple a little hippopotanus, is generally indicated 1

In a structural configuration which is generally known (See for exanple

United States Patent No. 4,593,817 6

In this case, the rear body 7 has a through-hole 12
(Figure 2) through which the tip of a shaped body 13,
also provided with an enlarged head 14 formed by two
resilient half-conical parts, may be passed. The body 13
may be shaped so as to form, for example, the animal's
tail. The rear shell 2 also has a through-slot 15
extending for a certain distance along a meridian line of
the shell 2 (which, as described, has a general

spherical shape).

Therefore, the body 7 may be moved relative to the shell
2.(which has a spherical shape, that is with circular
curvature about two axes) both by:

- rotation about an axis X14 corresponding to the axis
of the head 14 of the body 13,

- and by variation of the position of the axis X14
relative to the shell 2, by sliding of the head 14 and
the body 7 along the circular path defined by'the slot
15. .The above accords with the principles illustrated in
greater detail in Figure 4 and exploits the ability of
the tail 13, which is slidably engaged in the slot 15, to

fix the body 7 in contact with the shell 2 of the casing.

Naturally, the arrangement used to mount the body 7 could

also be used to mount the body 6 and vice-versa.

Figures 5 to 7 show schematically how, starting from a

normal or walking position (Figure 5) the animal
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mentioned earlier) the container 1 conprises essentially an egg-shaped
casing fornmed by a (generally lower or rear) first shell 2 of spherica
shape and by a further, generally front or upper, shell 3 of ogival or
done shape. Naturally the terns "l ower" and "rear", "upper"” and

. "front" used above refer to the general posture of the aninmal represented
by the container and are not to be interpfeted in a linitative manner.

The shells 2, 3 are usuall made_of pl astics, naterjal,
container 1)gccord1ngpto the 1nvent10n may be moved, for

example, into a sitting position (Figure 6) by suitable
arrangement of the lower body 7 in such a way that it can
support the remaining partslof the container 1 above a
surface on which the body 7 is resting (after the stop
element 13 has been slid along the slot 15 with the
consequent angling of the body 7 relative to the shell
2), or into a half-reclining position (Figure 7) with the
hindquarters rotated through about 90° relative to the

main part of the body.

Naturally, the positions illustrated are only some of
those that the-container according to the invention is

able to assunme.

It should also be appreciated that the entire surface of
~the shell 2 does not necessarily have to be spherical
(although this arrangement appéars preferable, above all
to ensure simplicity of construction): it is in fact
sufficient for the parts intended to mate with the dome
defined by the inner surface of the auxiliary body 7 to

be spherical.
It should also be noted that the device does not

necessarily need to include two auxiliary bodies 6 and 7:

the presence of one of these bodies is sufficient to
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preferably non transparent for the shell 2 and transparent for the shel
3, and are joined with their open ends in frontal mating relationship.
An adhesive strip 4 (See Figure 1), applied to the container during
assenbly after the inner cavity defined by-at |east one of the shells 2
and 3 (typically the dome 3) has been filled with products such as food
products, for exanple chocol ate eggs 5, hofds the shells 2 and 3

together. — The pLhERnd Y ¢ {SBYSS- V020 £85h58d 182 \RY Y1t that
the auxiliary body 7 bears against a spherical surface of
the shell 2 does not necessarily mean that the entire
inner surface of the body 7 has to be spherical in order
to mate with the surface of the shell 2. For this
purpose, the complementary spherical capping surfaces
(which are in any case a preferred arrangement) could be
replaced by non-spherical caps intended to remain spaced
from each othef except at their peripheral regions: this
is largely the arrangement illustrated for the body 6,

the central portion of which is spaced from the shell 3.

Furthermore, at least some of the advantages of the
invention could be maintained if, instead of achieving
coupling between the shell 2 and the auxiliary body 7 at
a spherical surface, this coupling were limited
dimensionally so as to be achieved along a circular
surface (or more correctly along a circular path) of a
different nature, for example by coupling at a

cylindrical or conical surface.

Regarding use, as stated earlier; the application of the
invention to the manufacture of containers reproducing
the features of puppets or animals, although preferred,
is not binding and the container of the invention may be

used for other purposes.

eet Has Been Replaced

\\II\|\HI||\H\\I\IHII\ ' [



shells’z 3 to be separated for access to the products 5

UX|I|ar bodies 6, 7 (front and rear respectively, stil
W|th ref m aﬂm,’ m ture of the animal), also usually made of
pl astics v rOV|ded to give the hollow casing fornmed by the
shell's
9
CLAIMS
1. A container comprising a casing and at least one

‘associated auxiliary body (6,7) mounted on the casing,
characterised in that:

- the casing has, at least locally (2), a generally
spherical surface,

- the at least one auxiliary body (7) has, at least
locally, a circular surface complementary to that of the
casing whereby the at least one auxiliary body (7) can be
rotated relative to the casihg (2) along a circular path,
and

- fixing means (12 to 15) are interposed Lketween the
casing (2) and the at least one auxiliary body (7) for
maintaining the at least one auxiliary body (7) mounted
on the casing (2) while keeping the capacity for relative

rotation along the circular path.

2. A container according to Claim 1, characterised in
that the casing (2) is at least locally spherical and in
that the said at least one auxiliary body (7) has, at
least locally, a complementary spherical surface so that,
in addition to their capacity for relative rotation along
a circular path,. the hollow casing (2) and the at least
one auxiliary body (7) are also relatively rotatable

about an axis (X14) extending generally radially of the

Thls Sheet Has Been R laced

said complementary spherical surfaces; the position of

in the container.
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2 - and ani mal - — if required, human-like characteristics. In
t he sel ect MHMC"”HM,“IEe front body 6 reproduces the features of the
ani mal ' the rear body 7 reproduces the features of

t he hlndquarters *and/ of ht nd Iegs of the same ani nmal . Naturally, the
enbodi ment illustrated is chosen purely by way of exanple. In greater
detail, it nmay be seen that the front bodyl® is forned, in the

S?bog;”gnglng:@H¥§rf%f%%ioﬁSﬁﬁisp?@wé¥“ﬁgiﬁ§tbgrfgﬁiépgg i Sk Py Fhgure

the relative rotation along the circular path.

3. A container according to Claim 1 or Claim 2,
characterised in that at least one (2) of the casing (2)
and the at least one auxiliary body (7) has a through-
slot (15) defining the said circular path while the other
(7) of the hollow lcasing (2) and the at least one
auxiliary body (7) has associated fixing means (13) for
'cooperating with the slot (15) for sliding movement there
along and for fixing the auxiliary body (7) to the hollow

casing (2).

4, A container according to Claim 3, characterised in
that the said fixing means (13) cooperate with the slot
(15) in a genéral penetrating and fastening relationship

to hold the at least one auxiliary body (7) on the casing

(2).

5. A container according to Claim 3, characterised in
that the slot (15) is provided in the hollow casing and

extends generally along a meridian line thereof.

6. A container according to any one of the-preceding
Claims, characterised in that the fixing means (13) are
also formed as an auxiliary element which can give the

container a human-like or animal-like character.
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shaped pi ece. r include two or nore elenments, that is
(far exanple) ml{gfmm rising the f ace and the front | egs of the
ani mal , except ¥ gMﬂE and the tongue, and an inner body
|nclud|ng approprlately shaptd parts defining the animal's eyeballs and

tongue. The inner body could be joined to,the body so that the animal's
eyebal | s and tongue appear through corresponding apertures in the outer

Shape whi ch 1115 togbt Fer Ea ebnar SoEni e ar e et L1 fiad o ChE 573

the egg- ShaDEddH£¥éEterlsed in that the said at least one auxiliary
body (7) has an aperture (12) intended to be aligned with
‘the slot (15).and in that the fixing means (13) are
intended ﬁo extend in succession through the aperture

(12) and the slot (15).

8. A container according to any one of the preceding
Claims, characterised in that it includes at least one
further auxiliary body (6) coupled to the casing (3) so
as to be able to rotate about an axis (X9) extending
generally in a direction perpendicular to the wall of the

hollow casing.

9. A container according to Claim 8, characterised in
that one (3) of the said casing and the said further
auxiliary body (6) has an aperture (9, 10) and in that
the other (6) of the said hollow casing and the said
further auxiliary body has a fastening formation (8)

which can penetrate the aperture (10).

10. A container according to any one of the preceding
Claims, characterised in that the casing is constituted -
by two shells (2, 3) connectable to each other by mating

open end to open end.

11. A container according to Claim 10, characterised in

that at least one (2) of the said shells has a generally
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fitted on

5 This me Bi H 'jlilomnng wel I known principles, the body 6 nay be
L

| mport ant

| uﬂm as to cover it at least in part. In an
the present invention, the coupling of the

front body 6 and the shell 3 is not fixed (as in the case of the aninm
shown in U S. Patent

12

spherical surface.

12, A container according to Claim 10 or Claim 11,
characterised in that the other (3) of the said shells is
generally dome-shaped so that the hollow casing is

generally egg-shaped.

13. A container according to Claim 8 and to Claim 12,
characterised in that the at least one auxiliary body (7)
is coupléd to the generally spherical shell (2)while the at
least one further auxiliary body (6) is coupled to the

other, generally dome-shaped shell (3).
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No: 4;593,817-already nment i oned sevérélétjnés).but novabl e. To this end,
the-body 6 is provided with an inner appendage 8 with an enl arged head 9

formed by two resilient half-conical parts. The appendage 8 is
therefore able to pass |ike an arrow through an aperture or hole 10 in the
apex of the shell 3. As a result, the body 6 may be fitted to the shel

3 by the insertion of the appendage 8 thraggh the aperture 10 wuntil the
head portion 9 projects inside the shell 3. At this point the resilient
hal f-conical parts, which were conpressed by the passage through the hole

10, snap apart ABSTRACT
A CONTAINER, FOR EXAMPLE FOR FOOD PRODUCTS

SUCH AS CONFECTIONERY, IN THE SHAPE OF A JOINTED TOY

The container includes a hollow casing (2,3) of general
ovoid shape. Auxiliary bodies (6,7) intended to give the
container as a whole -animal-like or human-like
characteristics are associated with the shells (2, 3).
At least one (7) of these auxiliary bodies is associated
with the casing so as to be relatively rotatable along a
cifcular path and rotatable about an axis generally

perpendicular to the surface of the casing.

(Figure 2).




to-attach the body 6 onto the shell 3. The body 6 may therefore be
rotated with respect, to the shell 3 about an axis of rotation X9 which
‘substantially coincides with the main |ongitudinal axis of the appendage
8 (See‘*especially Figures 2 and 3). An approximately simlar arrangenent

1/4

Is used to attach the rear body 7.
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6 V In this case, the rear body 7 has a through-hole 12 (Figure 2)

t hrough which the tip of a shaped body 13, also provided with an enl arged
head 14 fornmed by two resilient half-conical parts, nmay be passed. The
body 13 nay be shaped so as to form for exanple, the aninmal's tail.

The rear shell 2 also has a through-sl2 15 extending for a certain

di stance along a neridian line of the 4hell 2 (whi ch, as described,
has a general spherical shape). '

FG. 2
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Therefore, the body 7 may be noved relative to the shell 2 (which has a
sphet.i cal- shape, that is with circular curvature about two axes) both by:
- rotation about an axis X14 corresponding to the axis of the head 14 of

t he body 13, - and by variation of the position of the axis Xl14
relative to the shell 2, by sliding of the head 14 and the body 7 al ong
the circular path defined by the slot The above accords with the
principles illustrated in greater detal’l "in Figure-4 and exploits the

ability of the tail 13, which is slidably engaged in the slot 15, to
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fix the body 7 in contact with the shell 2 of the casing. Naturally, the
arrangenent used to nount the body 7 could also be used to nount the body

6 and vice-versa. Figures 5 to 7 show schematically how, starting froma
normal* or wal king position.(Figure 5) the anima
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7 contai ner

| 1 according to the inve 'qp be noved, fqr___exanple, into
a siitting position (Figure 6) by suit rangenent of tEgPﬂ h%od%
the_con I“

in such a way that it can support t@Féag_ cfin (p?{ts ?L : I —
after g S gf e enen
ftd 7

above a sur
has been sli
relative to
with the hi
part of the

face on which the body 7
d along the slot 15 with the consequent anglijng

the shell 2), or into a half,-reclining positijo (Flaure 7)

ndquarters rotated through about 90[err] relatfive to the
body.

mai n

3

ONTAINER FOR OR_FOOD PRODUCTS SUCH AS

CONFECTIONERY, IN THE SHAPE OF A JOINTED TOY

The present invention relates to containers, for example
for food products such as confectionery, and concerns in
particular a container comprising a casing and at least

one associated auxiliary body fixed to the casing and

' ablé t£o give the container itself, for instance animal-like or

humam-like features. A container of this type is described,

for example, in United States Patent No. 4,593,817.

The Eéﬁtainer described in the above patent generally has
a fixed configuration in the sense that, while it may be
opened for the removal o©f the products (for example
chocolate eggs) contained within, it has the form of a

rigid animal or puppet with no capacity for movement.

In a field of use such as that oﬁ containers for food
products, and in particular containers for confectionery
for dhildren, there is a perceived need to give the
containers an ever greater play potential, a requirement
which is fairly difficult to satisfy with conventional

containers.

The aim of the present invention is to provide a
container which has been improved from this point of

view, particularly as regards the possibility of




Natural ly,

the positions illustrated are only sone of these=tt e

cont ai ner according to the invention is able to assune. | REPLAGHMINT) SHEED
be appreciated that the entire surface of the shell 2 dgesf® '
have to be spherical (although this arrangenent appears |pr
all to ensure sinplicity of construction): it is in fadt
the parts intended to mate with the done defined by thelin
the auxiliary body 7 to be spherical.
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providing, for example, a container taking the form of a
puppet or a small animal which may take'up various poses

chosen by the user.

According to the present invention, this object is
achieved by a container having the characteristics
specified in Claim 1. Advantageous developmehts of the

invention are the subject of the Claims which follow.

The invention will now be described, purely by way of

non-limitative example, with reference to the appended

drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a general perspective view of a
container according to the invention;

Figure 2 is an exploded median section, taken on the
line II-II of Figure 1, showing the component parts of
the container of Figure 1;

Figures 3 and 4 illustrate in detail the
characteristics of movement of the various compenent
parts of the container; and

Figures 5 to 7 show the container according to the

invention in various positions of use.

In the drawings, a container (for example for
confectionery), which in the embodiment illustrated here
takes the form of a little animal, for example a little

hippopotamus, is generally indicated 1.



It should al so be noted that the device does not necessarily need to

incl.ude two auxiliary bodies 6 and 7: the presence of one| ¢-d 56
is sufficient to achieve the purpose of the invention. ?&fiﬁﬁfﬁ;ﬁ?q§ﬁ%7
auxiliary bodf

Furthernore, it is inportant to note that the fact that the :
7 bears agai nst a spherical surface of the shell 2 does nbt ndcksEalr itF]7
nmean that the entire

3

In a structural configuration which is generally known
(See for example United States Patent No. 4,593,817
mentioned earlier) the container 1 comprises essentially an
egg-shaped casing formed by a (generally lower or rear)
first shell 2 of spherical shape and by a <further,
generally front or upper, shell 3 of ogival or dome

shape.

Naturally the terms "lower" and "rear", "upper" and
"front" used above refer to the general posture of the
animal represented by the container and are not to be

interpreted in a limitative manner.

The shells 2, 3 are usually made of plastics material,
preferably non transparent for the shell 2 and
transparent for the shell 3, and are joined with their

open ends in frontal mating relationship.

An adhesive strip 4 (See Figure 1), applied to the
container during assembly after the inner cavity defined
by at least one of the shells 2 and 3 (typically the doﬁe
3) has been filled with products such as food products,
for example chocolate eggs S5, holds the shells 2 and 3

together.

The strip 4 may be removed when desired to allow the
shells 2, 3 to be separated for access to the products 5

in the container.
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I nner surface of the body 7 has to be spherical in order

surface of the shell 2. For this purpose, the conpl enehf agy spuc..bau
cappi ng surfaces (which are in any case a preferred arranpe g peubkgkbe
repl aced by non-spherical caps intended to remain spaced r ch ot her
except at their peripheral regions: this is largely the alr verTt
illustrated for the body 6, the central portion of which §s spaced from
the shell 3. Furt hernore, at Ieast soffe of the advant agée=—ef—ttre

i nvention could be maintained_if t ead of ?ChIEVI?g c%ypl ‘9 bet ween
the shell 2T#g t%%ﬁ?.l?‘éﬂl%&‘y 7 les 6, rear

respectively, still with reference to the posture of the
animal), also usually made of plastics material, are
provided to give the hollow casing formed by the shells
2 and 3 animal~like or, if required, human-like
characteristics. In the selected embocdiment, the front
body 6 reproduces the features of the animal's face and
front legs; the rear body 7 reproduces the features of

the hindquarters and/or hind legs of the same animal.

Naturally, the embodiment illustrated is chosen purely by

way of example.

In greater detail, it may be seen that the front bédy 6
is formed, in the embodiment illustrated (see
particularly the ;ecticnal view of Figure 2), by a single
shaped piece. This could however include two or more
elements, that is (for example) an outer body comprising
the face and the front legs of the animal, except for the
eyeballs and the tongue, and an inner body including
appropriately shaped parts defining the animal's eyebails
and tongue. The inner body could be joined to the body
so that the animal's eyeballs and tongue appear through

corresponding apertures in the outer body.

However it is constituted, the body 6 usually has a
general shell shape which fits together to complement the

ogival shape of the shell 3 of the egg-shaped casing.



a spherical surface, this coupling were limted di ' :
to be achieved along a circular surface (or nore correctl HﬂpbﬁﬁEM NT
cirfrcular path) of a different nature, for exanple by coup}i g at—=

cylindrical or conical surface. Regardi ng use, as stated kapl{efy; 4o
application of the invention to the manufacture of contailhefs reproducl ng

the features of puppets or aninmals, although preferred, i AOU DITGTg 2
the container of the invention may be ufed for other pur[joses.

This means that, following well known principles, the
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body 6 may be fitted onto the shell 3 so as to cover it

at least in part.

In an important characteristic of the present invention,
the coupling of the front body 6 and the shell 3 is not
fixed (as in the case of the animal shown in U.S. Patent
No. 4,593,817 already mentioned several times) but
movable. To this end, the body 6 is provided with an
inner appendage 8 with an enlarged head 9 formed by tﬁo
resilient half-conical parts. The appendage 8 is
therefore able to pass like an arrow through an aperture

or hole 10 in the apex of the shell 3.

As a result, the body 6 may be fitted to the shell 3 by
the insertion of the appendage 8 through the aperture 10
until the head portion 9 projects inside the shell 3. At
this point the resilient half-conical parts, which were
compressed by the passage through the hole 10, snap apart
to attach the body 6 ontc the shell 3.

The body 6 may therefore be rotated with respect to the
shell 3 about an axis of rotation X9 which substantially
coincides with the main longitudinal axis of the

appendage 8 (See especially Figures 2 and 3).

An approximately similar arrangement is used to attach-

the rear body 7.
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In this case, the rear body 7 has a through-hole 12
(Figure 2) through which the tip of a shaped body 13,
also provided with an enlarged head 14 formed by two
resilient half-conical parts, may be passed. The body 13
may be shaped so as to form, for example, the animal's
tail. The rear shell 2 also has a through-slot. 15
extending for a certain distanéé along a meridian line of
the shell 2 (which, as described, has a general

spherical shape).

Therefore, the body 7 may be moved relative to the shell
2 (which has a spherical shape, that is with circular
curvature about fwo axes) both by:

- rotation about an axis X14 corresponding to the axis
of the head 14 of the body 13,

- and by variation of the position of the axis Xi4
relative to the shell 2, by sliding of the head 14 and
the body 7 aléng the circular path defined by the slot
15. The above accords with the principles illustrated in
greater detail in Figure 4 and exploits the ability of
the tail 13, which is slidably engaged in the slot 15, to

fix the body 7 in contact with the shell 2 of the casing.

Naturally, the arrangement used to mount the body 7 could

also be used to mount the body 6 and vice-versa.

Figures 5 to 7 show schematically how, starting from a

normal or walking position (Figure 5) the animal
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capacity for relative novenent "al ong thg circular path. 2. A container
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the at

| east one auxiliary body (7) has, at least |locally, a circular

container 1 according to the invention may be moved, for
examplé, into a sitting position (Figure 6) by suitable
arrangement of the lower body 7 in such a way that it can
support the remaining parts of the container 1 above a
surface on which the bedy 7 is resting (after the stop
element 13 has been slid along the slot 15 with the
consequent angling of the body 7 relative to the shell
2), or into a half-reclining position (Figure 7) with the
hindquarters rotated through about 90° relative to the

main part of the body.

Naturally, the positions illustrated are only some of
those that the container according to the invention is

able to assume.

It should also be appreciated that the entire sufface of
the shell 2 does not necessarily have to be spherical
(although this arrangement appears preferable, above all
to ensure simplicity of constructicn):_it is in fact
sufficient for the parts intended to mate with the dome
defined by the inner surface of the auxiliary body 7 to

be spherical.

It should also be noted that the device does not
necessarily need to include two auxiliary bodies 6 and 7:
the presence of cone of these bodies is sufficient to

achieve the purpose of the invention.
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Furthermore, it is important to note that the fact that
the auxiliary body 7 bears against a spherical surface of
the shell 2 doces not necessarily mean that the entire
inner surface of the body 7 has to he spherical in order
to mate with the surface of the shell 2. For this
purpose, the complementary spherical capping surfaces
(which are in any case a preferred arrangement) could be
replaced by non-spherical caps intended to remain spaced
from each othe& except-ét éhéir“péripheral regions: this
is largely the arrangement illustrated for the body 6,

the central portion of which is spaced from the shell 3.

Furthermore, at least some of the advantages of the
invention could be maintained if, instead of achieving
coupling between the shell 2 and the auxiliary beody 7 at
a spherical surface, this coupliﬁg ‘were limited
dimensioﬁally so as to be achieved along a circular
surface (or more cdrrectly along a circular path) of a
different nature, for example by <coupling at a

cylindrical or conical surface.

Regarding use, as stated earlier, the application of the
invention to the manufacture of containers reproducing
the features of puppets or animals, although preferred,
is not binding and the container of the invention may be

used for other purposes.
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CLAIMS

1. A container comprising a casing and at least one
associated auxiliary body (6,7) mounted on the casing,
characterised in that:

- the casing has, at least locally (2), a generally

spherical surface,

.= . the at least aone auxiliary body (7) has, at least

locally, a circular surface complementary to that of the
casing whereby the at least one auxi;iary body (7) can be
moved relative to the casing (2) along a circular path,
and |

- fixing means (12 to 15) are Ef.m’.ided between the
casing (2) and the at least one auxiliary body (7) for
maintaining the at least one auxiliary body (7) mounted
on the casing (2) while keeping the capacity for relative

movement along the circular path.

2. A container according to Claim 1, characterised in
that the casing (2) is at least locally spherical and in
that the said at least one auxiliary body (7) has, at
least locally, a complementary spherical surfacelso that,
in addition to their capacity for relatlve movement along
a circular path, the hollow casing (2) and the at least
one auxiliary body (7) are also relatively rotatable
about an axis (X14) extending generally radially of the

said complementary spherical surfaces; the position of
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generally al ong a an |l'ine thereof: g
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the relative movement alcng the circular path.

3. A concainer according to Claim 1 or Claim 2,
characterised in that at least one (2) of the casing (2)
and the at least one auxiliary body (7) has a through-
slot (15) defining the said circular path while the other
(7) of the hollow casing (2) and the at least one
auxiliary body (7) has associated fixing means (13) for
cooperating with the slot (15) for sliding movement there

along and for fixing the auxiliary body (7) to the hollow

casing (2).

4. A container according to Claim 3, characterised in
that the said fixing means (13) cooperate with the slot
(15) in a general penetrating and fastening relationship

to hold the at least one auxiliary body (7) on the casing

(2).

5. A container according to Claim 3, characterised in
that the slot (15) is provided in the hollow casing and

extends generally along a meridian line thereof.

6. A container according to any one of the preceding
Claims, characterised in that the fixing means (13) are
also formed as an auxiliary element which can give the

container a human-like or animal-like character.
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characterised in that the said at least one auxiliary
body (7) has an aperture (12) intended to be aligned with

the slot (15) and in that the fixing means (13) are

intended to extend in succession through the aperture

(12) and the slot (15).

8. A container according to any one of the preceding
Claims, characterised in that it includes at least one

further auxiliary body (6) coupled to the casing (3) so

as to be able to rotate about an axis (X9) extending

generally in a direction perpendicular to the wall of the

hollow casing.

9. A container according to Claim 8, characterised in
that one (3) of fhe said casing and the said further
auxiliary bedy (6) has an aperture (9, 10) and in that
the other (6) of the said hollow casing and the said
further auxiliary body has a fastening formation (8)

which can penetrate the aperture (10).

10. A container according to any one of the preceding
Claims, characterised in that the casing is constituted
by two shells (2, 3) connectable to each other by mating

open end to open end.

11. A container according to Claim 10, characterised in

that at least one (2) of the said shells has a generally
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spherical surface.

12. A container according to Claim 10 or Claim 11,

characterised in that the other (3) of the said shells is

generally dome-~shaped so that the hollow casing is

generally egg-shaped.

13. A container according to Claim 8 and to Claim 12,

characterised in that the at least one auxiliary body (7)

is coupled to the generally spherical shell (2)wiile the at

least one further auxiliary body (6) is coupled to the

other, generally dome-shaped shell (3).
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