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ELECtRICAL CONDUIT UNIT 

The present invention relates to electrical conduit units having means 

. which facilitate the securing of conduit units adjacent one another in adjacent at 

least substantially parallel positions. The conduir units c;1n be secured one 

5 below the ulhef to· effectively and neatly manage th~ separation of sensitive 

eledric cables such as audio, video and telephone cable& from other electrical 

power cables. 

Presently, the practice in the electrical trade is that electrical cables aro 

housed in con~uits and where there is a need to· separ~te and maintain the 

Io electrical cables. distinct and separate conduits are used to avoid the undA!;irAd 

mix.of cables •. However. lhts U~ts ur ~parate conduits gives rise to difficulty in 

maintaining neatness in the management of the conduits, particularly in· 

situations where there is not much space such as inside a partition. 

It is an object of the prosont .inventi~n to provide an electrical cable 

15 management system that overcomes the abovenoted problem. 

With this In mind, the present invention provides in one aspecT. an 

elecl1iQll comJuit unit including an elongate conduit body and securing means 

located on the conduit body fo~ securing the conduit unit to another said conduit 

unit, to thereby locate said conduit units in adjacent , at least substantially 

20 parallgl positions. The securing means may include.· at least ona clip means. 

ln a pre~erred embodiment, the clip means includes a male end and a 
. . 

female .end. the male end of the clip means of The r.onctuiT unit An(J::!ging the 

female end of the ·clip means of another said conduit unit when the conduit 

units are in adj?i,cent ~t least substantially parallel po~itions. The male erid of 

25 the ~lip means ·includes a tab extending from the elongat~ conduit body, the tab 

having a periphera~ end portion thereof, and the female end includes a slot 

locatgd in the conduit body, th_e peripheral end portion being locatable in said 

sloT when The c-.onduit units Are in their adjacent at least ·substantially parallel 

positrons. The peripheral end ponion of the tab includes a lip tor engaging the 

30 slot. The fema!e end may further include an opening in the conduit body for 

allowing ~cc_ess _of theftab!to the ~cmdy!t bfd~::· :~ ~:·- f/ 
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According to anulher aspect of the present Invention. there is provided an 

cloctrical conduit assembly including at least one conduit unit as de~cribed 

above further including o. cover hanger plate securable to, a fixture, wherein the 

mate end of the· or each clip means of the conduit unit is cngo.gnble with a 

5 cooperating slot provided by said cover hanger plate, to thereby allow the 

conduit unit to be suspended from the cover hanger plate. A plurality of said 

conduit units may be atJapted to be suspended one below another frnm the 

cover hanger plate. 

The present invention will be more readily understood from the following 

1 o description of a preferred embodiment of the conduit unit occording to the 

present invAntion with referenca to the accompanying drawings as follows: 

figure 1 illustrates .a conduit unit according to the present invention; 

Figure 2 ·muslrale~ the conduit unit of figure 1 anached to another said 

conduit unit; . 

15 Figure· 3 ·mustm.tcs the conduit unit of Figure 1 attached to a cover hanger 

plate A; 

Fiaure 4 illustrates ths conduit 1:1nit of FigurQ 1 attached to yet another 

embodiment of a cover hanger plate type B. 

Referring ·to Figure 1, in this embodiment the ·u· shaped body of the 

20 condu~t ia shown as (1 ). Without loosing the generality of the cross-sectional 

shape of tho body of the conduit, it is equally possible to configure cross­

. sectional appearance of the body of the conduit having semi circular or other 

workable cross-section.· 

The male end of the clip means is shown ~s (2). · Each conduit unit is 

25 c."Onfigured to have at least four such male end of the clip mAans. Fach male 

end of the clip means is integrally formed part of the conduit unit and are 

generally positioned at the ends of the conduit unit as shown in figure 1. 

Each end~.of the male end of clip means is turned to form a lip (5) ot an 

acute angle. T~e male end of clip means (2) has sufficient resilience int_>erent in 

30 the material used. 

Dire<.1!)' bet~w and in Une with the male end of the clip meRns, a 

rectangular shaped slot is formed shown as (3) and is referred to as the female 
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end of the clip mearis. The di1mmsion Of the slot Is margim:1Hy larger to receive 

the lip (5) of the mala end of clip means (2). Thus there are equal number of . . 

srots positionQd below tho ma.Id end of clf p means for each conduit unil . . , . 
The following Is a description of how the clip moans of the conduit unit 

5 works ~o .form sepBrated conduits in series one below the other in odjacent at 

least substantially parallel positions. 

neterring to Figure 2, from lhe bottom or the conduit unit (A), the male 

ends of the clip means (2) of the conduit unit (B).are passed through the 

openings (4). 

1 o The lip (~) ot each of the male ends of the clip means of conduit unit. (B) 

resiliently •give~ bAfore each of the lip (5) engagos in the slots (3). Tho lip (5) 

formed at an acute angle enabfes to hook the conduit unit (A) to the slot {3) of 

conduit (A). Thus the male and female tmds of the cllps means act togethAr as 

hooks. 

15 This arrangement of cJip moans as expfained, it is easy to appreciate that 

conduit units may be hooked one below the othGr in series with each conduit 

unit forming a separated conduit. 

Rererrinu ·to Figure 3 and Rgure 4 respectively. in nrrler to secure the top 

· most conduit in a series of c~ncluits. what is referred to as a cover hanger pJate 

20 is secured to o fixture such as a partition for example, '.br screw means 

preforably. 

The cowfr hanger plate has at feast four slots (8) which have the same 

dimension as the female slot (3). 

To secure the conduit unit to the covP.r hRn!JAr plate. as explained above, 

25 the male end or.the clip means of the conduit unit are made to hook on the slots 

(8) of the cover plate. 

Thie cna.b.fes a series of conduit units to be hung from the cover hanger 

plate, one belollif another in series. It is howev9r also envisaged that tho conduit 

units be focated .. :end to end to provide a continuous conduit for wires and so on. 

30 The con~uit units can be made of any m;iTAri~I nr a composite of 

materials. 

Although'the described embodime~t of the conduit unit uses cfip mean::> 
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to secure togeth~ftHe conduit· units, and the conduit units to the cover hanger 

plate. it rs also· enviS>~OP.d that attgrnative means can be used to secure the 

conduit units and/or cover hangAr prate together. 
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I If Ill~ 1111~ D~l 111(111 If II 

IHE CLAIMS DEFiN!NG THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

1. An electrical conduit unit including an elongate conduit b~dy (1} and 

securing means located on the conduit body (1) tor securing the conduit unit to 

another said coQduit unit. to thereby locate said conduit un~ts tn adjacent_ at least 

substantially parallel positi_ons. 

2. An electrical conduit unit according to claim 1 wherein the securin~ 

means includes at least one clip means. 

3. . An eleclrical conduit unit according to claim 2 wherein the clip means 

includes a male end (2) and a female end (3), the male end (2) of the clip 

moans of the conduit unit engaging the female end_ (3) of the clip means of 

another said conduit unit when the conduit units are in adjacent at least 

substantially parallel positions .. 

4. An electrical <.vnduit unit according to claim 3 wherein the malA end (2) ot 

the clip means includes a tab extending from the elongate conduit lJudy (1), the 

tab having a peripheral end por.tion (5) thereof, and wherein the female end (3) 

includes a slot J_ocatad in the conduit body (1), the peripheral end portion (5) 

being locatable in said slot when the conduit units are in thoir adjacent at least 

substantlally parallel po~itions. 

5. An efecfrical conduit unit according to claim ~ wher~in th~ peripheral 

end portion of th~ tab includes a lip (5) for engaging the slot (3). 

6. An Qlgctrical conduit unit according to ciaim 4 or 5 wherein the female 

end (3) further inr.luc1AS an opening :(4) in the conduit body (1) for allowing 

access of the tab (2) Into the conduit body (1 ). 

7. An electrical conduit assembly including at least one conduit unit 

according to any orie of claims 4 to 6 further including a cover hanger prate 
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securable to a fixtufA, wherein the male gnd (2) of the or each clip means of the 

conduit unit is· enyagable with a cooperatin!J slot (BJ provided by said cover 

hanger plate, to, thereby allow the conduit unit to be susrAnded from the cover 

hanger plate. 

8. An electrical conduit ass~mbly according to claim 7 wherein a plurality of 

said conduit units ~rA adapted to be suspended on9 below another from the 

cover hanger plat~. 
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