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(57) Abstract: A rotational drive mechanism utilized for a mechanical pencil
is configured so that a cam structure is simple, the number of parts is re-
duced, and the easiness of assembly of the rotational drive mechanism is en-
sured. A large number of cam surfaces (24a, 24b) which continue in an annu-
lar shape are formed on the upper and lower surfaces of a rotary cam (24)
which forms a rotational drive mechanism (21), the upper and lower surfaces
perpendicularly intersecting the axial direction of the rotary cam (24). An
axially long elastic member (23b) is integrally formed on a holder member
(23) which supports the rotary cam (24) in a rotatable manner. First and
second stationary cams (23c¢, 23d) which are provided with a small number
of cam surfaces are disposed at the base end and front end of the elastic
member so as to face each other and to sandwich the upper and lower cam
surfaces (24a, 24b) of the rotary cam (24). The rotary cam (24) is configured
so that the rotary cam (24) is rotated and driven in one direction when the
writing lead is moved forward and backward in the axial direction by writing
pressure applied to the writing lead, and that the rotational motion of the
rotary cam (24) is transmitted to the writing lead.
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