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= 	 (57) Abstract: A status assembly to provide visual and electronic indication 

FIG. 4 	
of the position (open, closed, in-between) of the ram of a ram-type blowout 

104 	preventer (BOP). The assembly is capable of coupling with a hydraulic mo-
tor that can be used to open and close the ram locks. The status assembly in- 

14, 	 dudes a rotatable element protruding from the BOP, a gear rotatable by the 
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rotatable element, and an indicator that indicates the rotation position of the 
rotatable element and thus the linear position of the BOP ram. Some embodi-
ments can also include a sensor that outputs an electronic signal to the sys - 
tem operator and can be incorporated into the main display for the BOP con-
trol system. This device is able to give immediate feedback to operators and 
to indicate whether each ram hasachieved its intended travel. 
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