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CLAIMS 

 

1. A uni-directional rigidifier formed from a flexible tension member, said tension 

member defining an arcuate elongated shape, said tension member defining a lateral 

slit and a pair of opposing slit apertures, said pair of opposing slit apertures in 

communication with said lateral slit, said lateral slit closing upon flexing said tension 

member in one direction and opening said lateral slit upon flexing said tension 

member in an opposite direction.  

 

2. The tension member of claim 1 further defining a U-shaped cross-section.  

 

3. The tension member of claim 1 wherein said tension member defines an additional 

lateral slit. 

 

4. The tension member of claim 1 further comprising a flat lip, said lip extending 

longitudinally therealong. 

 

5. The tension member of claim 1 formed from twenty gauge steel. 

 

6. The tension member of claim 1 wherein said tension member defines an opening, said 

opening for affixing said tension member to a foldable sofa mattress. 

 

7. The tension member of claim 1 further defining a pair of opposing openings, said pair 

of opposing openings positioned in opposing parallel relation to said pair of opposing 

slit apertures. 

 

8. The tension member of claim 7 further comprising a pair of opposing lips, said pair of 

opposing lips extending longitudinally therealong. 

 

9. The tension member of claim 1 whereby said arcuate elongated shape defines a 

continuous edge. 
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10. The tension member of claim 1 defining three lateral slits and a pair of opposing slit 

apertures in communication with each lateral slit. 

 

11. The tension member of claim 1 wherein said slit apertures each define a radius greater 

than a width of the slit.  

 

 

 

 


