The invention provides a process conprising treating a lanolin fatty
acid with boric acid to convert hydroxy fatty acids therein to boric
acid esters, 5 subjecting the reaction mxture to vacuumdistillation to
fractionate the boric acid esters of hydroxy fatty acids from

non- hydroxy fatty acids, hydrolyzing the boric acid esters, and

subj ecting the hydrolysate to vacuumdi stil - ~.lation to provide

a-hydroxy fatty acids and w hydroxy 1 1fatty aci ds f Lanry
respective lanolin fatty acids an é§ters, and cosneti.c'products and
: §

drug products for external us L ning them ... 0000w N

According to the invention, pale- ng%]?@&%sub- stantiall'y odor-free
| anolin fatty acids n he obtai ne . ily .th high efficiency and
t hese conpounds canqﬁle ﬂﬂyﬁﬁﬁﬁx:?ﬁﬁé@aiﬁgléi%ggg%g%h ChRaFRatEuti cal " and

cosmetic f%@é&ting a lanolin fatty acid with boric acid to convert

hydroxy fatty acids therein to boric acid esters,

5 subjecting,the_réaétion mixture to wvacuum distillation to
fractionate the boric acid esters of hydroxy fatty acids
from non-hydroxy fatty acids, hydrclyging the boric acid
esters, and subjecting the hydrolysate to vacuum distil-
lation to provide a-hydroxy fatty acids and ew-hydroxy

10 fatty acids, the resultant respective lanolin fatty acids
and esters, and cosmetic products and drug products for
external use containing them.

According to the invention, pale—colored, sub-
stantially odor-free lanolin fatty acids can be obtained

15 easily and with high efficiency and these compounds can
be effectively utilized in the pharmaceutical and

cosmetic field.
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