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(57) Abstract: In order to effect a seal, a porous material
which comprises one side of two opposing surfaces is used
to restrict and evenly distribute externally pressurized gas, li-
quid, steam, etc. between the two surfaces, exerting a force
which is opposite the forces from pressure ditferences or
springs trying to close the two faces together and so may cre-
ate a non contact seal that is more stable and reliable than
hydrodynamic seals currently in use.



