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comes the shortcomings of the prior art. it is more specifically an object
of the present Field Of The Invention                            invention
to provide a system for substantially con- cealing a tow handle and an
auxiliary strap in a The present invention relates generally to arti-   5
piece of luggage such that neither the handle nor cles of luggage and more
particularly to an article  the strap detract from the aesthetics of the
bag and of luggage of the type having wheels thereon and a  are prevented
from being accidentally damaged. handle for rolling the luggage along a
supporting    It is a further object of the present invention to surface as
well as a strap for securing auxiliary  provide an auxiliary handle and
strap for attaching articles of luggage to the main article.      10
auxiliary pieces of luggage wherein deployment of the auxiliary handle
automatically exposes the strap Description Of The Prior Art
for use in connecting auxiliary pieces of luggage. It is still a further
object of the present inven- Luggage of the type adapted to maintain arti-
tion to provide an article of wheeled luggage cles of clothing, business
materials and the like has  15  wherein the handle for carrying the luggage
can traditionally been transported by lifting the article of  also be used
in a convenient manner to roll the luggage with a handle fixedly secured
thereto. In  luggage across a supporting surface and wherein a more recent
years, however, particularly with larger  strap is operatively associated
with the handle for pieces of luggage or those adapted to carry heavy
connecting auxiliary pieces of luggage in a pig- articles, wheels have been
permanently mounted in  20  gybacked manner. [err] luggage and an auxiliary
handle provided to push or pull the piece of luggage on its wheels
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION across a supporting surface. Numerous arrange-
ments of handles have been utilized and in many       The present invention
is directed primarily to a cases the handles are awkwardly mounted on the
25  piece of wheeled luggage which has a pull handle exterior of the
luggage in a position where it det-  for facilitating rolling movement of
the luggage and rimentally affects the esthetics of the luggage and  a
built-in strap for conveniently attaching auxiliary is also in a position
wherein it is easily damaged.  pieces of luggage to the wheeled piece of
luggage. Some such auxiliary handles have been partially      In several
disclosed embodiments of the inven- concealed within a portion of the body
of the lug-  30  tion a modular handle unit is adapted to be incor- gage in
an attempt to overcome the shortcomings   porated into the wheeled piece of
luggage so that a in prior art systems.                             grip
incorporated into the handle unit can be ex- Such wheeled embodiments of
luggage have       tended to further facilitate rolling movement of the met
with great success and due to the fact that   luggage across a supporting
surface while provid- greater weights can be transported in this manner,
35  ing a system for controlling the strap which is systems have been
developed for piggybacking      adapted to secure auxiliary pieces of
luggage to articles of luggage so that several pieces of auxil-  the
wheeled piece of luggage. iary luggage can be transported on a single piece
The modular handle unit can be incorporated of wheeled luggage. Systems for
piggybacking lug-  into one of the outer walls of the luggage or into a age
typically consist of fixed length straps or  40  central divider between
opposing component parts expandable straps that can be wrapped around the
of a piece of luggage and in either event the unit is auxiliary pieces of
luggage as well as a portion of  substantially concealed in a manner so as
not to the wheeled piece of luggage to releasably secure  detract from the
aesthetics of the luggage. In one the pieces together. These straps,
however, are   preferred embodiment of the invention, the grip typically
not connected to the wheeled piece of  45  provided on the handle unit can
be used in one luggage, or if they are connected to the wheeled  condition
to carry the piece of luggage or in an- piece of luggage, they are
connected in a manner  other condition extended away from the main body so
as to distract from the aesthetics of the luggage  of the piece of luggage
to facilitate rolling move- or they are attached in a location where they
are  ment of the luggage across a supporting surface. easily snagged or
damaged by other articles,  50  The strap is incorporated into the handle
unit in thereby creating an inconvenience to the user of  several
embodiments and where so incorporated, is the luggage and, accordingly,
such systems have   concealed when the handle unit is retracted so as not
met with great success.                       to prevent the strap from
detrimentally affecting the It is accordingly a primary object of the
present  aesthetics of the bag and also to protect the strap invention to
provide a piece of wheeled luggage   55  from being damaged or engaged by
other items. having handle means for rolling the luggage across   In the
embodiments where the strap is incor- a supporting surface and strap means
for pig-     porated into the handle unit, the handle unit is gybacking
auxiliary pieces of luggage which over-  designed to maintain the strap in
a ready, de- 2    



3                  EP 0 309 571 81                     4 ployable position
upon extension of the handle unit     Fig. 9 is a fragmentary perspective
view of the so that the strap is automatically placed in a posi-  handle
unit utilized on the article of luggage shown tion for use upon extension
of the handle unit. In  in Fig. 1 illustrating the latch for retaining the
several embodiments, the strap, upon being ex-       handle unit in its
retracted position. tended away from the handle unit, is automatically    5
Fig. 10 is a fragmentary perspective view simi- biased into its retracted
position so that upon com-  lar to Fig. 9 illustrating the system for
retaining the pletion of its use, it is easily returned to its stored
handle unit on the article of luggage of Fig. 1 when position within the
handle unit. In another embodi-  the handle unit is in its extended
position. ment, the strap is merely wrapped around a mount-       Fig. 11
is an enlarged section taken along line ing plate in the handle unit so
that it can be   to  11-11 of Fig. 7. unwrapped in an easy manner for use
in securing         Fig. 12 is a perspective view of an individual
auxiliary luggage to the main piece of luggage and   shown in dashed lines
utilizing the strap of the upon completion of use, can be easily returned
to    handle unit to secure an auxiliary piece of luggage. the mounting
plate for storage within the handle        Fig. 13 is a perspective view of
the article of unit. In still another embodiment, the strap is con-   15
luggage shown in Fig. 1 with an individual shown in veniently positioned in
a groove provided on the     dashed lines transporting the main piece of
lug- outer surface of the luggage so that it is readily   gage and a
piggybacked piece of auxiliary lug- deployable but protected so that it
will not snag on  gage. other articles and is not unattractive from an aes-
Fig. 14 is a fragmentary perspective view of a thetic viewpoint.
20  second embodiment of the present invention with As will be appreciated
from the detailed de-     its handle unit shown in an extended position.
scription of the invention which follows, the handle    Fig. 15 is a
section taken along line 15-15 of unit utilized in the luggage of the
present invention  Fig. 14. can be used in connection with hard or soft
shelled     Fig. 16 is a section taken along line 16-16 of luggage.
25   Fig. 15. Other aspects, features and details of the           Fig. 17
is a section taken along line 17-17 of present invention can be more
completely under-      Fig. 16. stood by reference to the following
detailed de-        Fig. 18 is a section taken along line 18-18 of
scription of a preferred embodiment, taken in con-   Fig. 17. junction with
the drawings, and from the appended   30  Fig. 19 is a section taken along
line 19-19 of claims.                                              Fig. 17.
Fig. 20 is a section taken along line 20-20 of BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE
DRAWINGS                    Fig. 17. Fig. 21 is a fragmentary vertical
section similar Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an article of  35  to Fig.
17 showing a locking device securing the luggage in accordance with a first
embodiment of     strap means in an extended position. the present
invention.                                  Fig. 22 is a perspective view
of a third embodi- Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the article of   ment of
the present invention with its handle unit in luggage illustrated in Fig.
1.                       a retracted position. Fig. 3 is an enlarged
fragmentary section taken   40  Fig. 23 is a perspective view of the
article of along line 3-3 of Fig. 2.                            luggage
shown in Fig. 22 with the handle unit in an Fig. 4 is an enlarged
framentary section taken   extended position. along line 4-4 of Fig. 1.
Fig. 24 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective Fig. 5 is a perspective view
of the article of   view showing the handle unit shown in Fig. 22 in its
luggage illustrated in Fig. 1 being transported by   45  extended position
and with the strap means being an individual illustrated in dashed lines.
extended therefrom. Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective
Fig. 25 is a perspective view of the article of view illustrating the
handle unit of the article of  luggage as shown in Fig. 22 with the luggage
luggage illustrated in Fig. 1 in an extended posi-   opened to illustrate
the positioning of the handle tion.
50  unit within the luggage. Fig. 6A is a perspective view of the spring
Fig. 26 is a perspective view of the article of release element utilized to
selectively control re-  luggage as shown in Fig. 23 with a piece of auxil-
lease of the handle unit.                           iary luggage
piggybacked thereon. Fig. 7 is a fragmentary section taken along line
Fig. 27 is a perspective view of a fourth em- 7-7 of Fig. 6.
55   bodiment of the present invention. Fig. 8 is an enlarged fragmentary
vertical sec-      Fig. 28 is another perspective view of the em- tion
similar to Fig. 7 with the strap being partially  bodiment of Fig. 27
showing the opposite side of extended.
the article of luggage. 3    



5                 EP0309571 B1                      6 Fig. 29 is a
perspective view of the article of  60 connecting the exterior and interior
walls and luggage of Fig. 27 being transported by an individ-  the pocket
opens at 62 through the top edge panel ual shown in dashed lines and with
an auxiliary   36 of the component part 32 as best seen in Fig. 6. article
of luggage attached thereto.              The interior wall 58 has a notch
66 formed therein Fig. 30 is a perspective view similar to Fig. 29   5   of
generally triangular shaped cross section which with the auxiliary article
of luggage attached in a  serves to releasably retain the slide element in
a different manner.                                 retracted position,
also in a manner to be described later. With particular reference to Fig.
6, a pair of DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI-              elongated
tabs 68 (only one of which is seen) are MENT
10   mounted on the component part 32 and extend into the opening 62. The
tabs 68 guide sliding move- The article of luggage of the present invention
ment of the slide element 54 from a stored position utilizes a handle unit
that includes a modular slide  within the pocket to an extended position as
shown element and a cooperating pocket that can be      in Fig. 6. The tabs
define a slot between the incorporated into different types of luggage
includ-  15  interior wall 58 and the tabs so that the slide ing travel
bags, carrying cases, valises and the like   element 54 is held in close
sliding relationship with As will be appreciated from the detailed
description  the interior wall. that follows, the handle unit can be used
in hard     The slide element is of modular box type con- shell or soft
shell luggage but is principally adapted  figuration having a generally
tray shaped body 70 for use on luggage of the type having wheels or  20
with a cover plate 72 adapted to overlie the body to he like on which the
luggage can be rolled across  form a box 74 which defines a substantially
con- a supporting surface.                             cealed space
therewithin. The body 70 has a bot- There are several embodiments of the
present   tom plate 76 with integral upstanding side edges invention which
will be described hereinafter but  78, a bottom edge 80, a top edge 82, and
an reference is made first to Figs. 1 through 13 illus-  25  inverted
loop-shaped handle or grip 84 formed trating a first embodiment. In Fig. 1,
a piece of  along the top edge 82 which can be easily gripped luggage 30 in
the form of a hard shelled suitcase,  by a user of the suitcase. is
disclosed and is of a generally conventional type  As best seen in Fig. 11,
the bottom plate 76 of having a main body formed from two similar com-
the body 70 has a plurality of integrally formed and ponent parts 32, with
each component part includ-  30  upstanding dividers defining a plurality
of cham- ing a large side face panel 34 and four perpendicu-  bers and
areas within the body so that the working lar edge panels 36. The component
parts 32 are    parts of the handle unit will function in an efficient
pivotally attached together by hinge means 38 ex-  and failsafe manner. The
dividers are symmetri- tending along the lower edge panels 36 of the
cally disposed on the bottom plate and include suitcase. A fixed handle 40
is attached to one   35  outer divider ribs 86 extending substantially the
component part 32 at a centrally located position  entire length of the
slide element 54 but leaving a on a top edge panel 36 so that the suitcase
can be  gap at the top and bottom. Spaced bosses 88 are carried in a
conventional manner. In the side face  provided in the divider ribs 86 so
that fastener panel of one component part, as best seen in Figs.  means 90
can be passed through the cover plate 1, 2 and 4, a pair of roller wheels
42 are rotatably  40  72 and into the bosses to secure the cover plate to
mounted on support shafts 44 mounted in pockets   the body 70. Disposed
immediately inwardly of the 46 formed in the side face panel of the
suitcase. In  outer divider rib 86 is an inner divider rib 92 vertical
alignment with the pockets, a pair of raised  extending parallel to the
outer rib and being con- slide plates 48 are also formed in he side face
nected at its upper end to the top edge 82 and panel having tapered upper
ends  50 toprotect the   45  extending downwardly so as to terminate an
equal side face panel, particularly when the suitcase is  distance from the
bottom edge 80 as the outer rib. being rolled along a supporting surface on
the    The inner and outer divider ribs are connected on roller wheels.
their lower end and at a location spaced slightly In accordance with the
present invention, and  upwardly from their lower ends by upper and lower
as best illustrated in Figs. 4, 6 and 7, an elongated   50  transverse ribs
94 and 96 respectively so as to generally rectangularly shaped pocket 52 is
formed  define a pocket 98 at the lower end of the inner in the side face
panel 34 having the roller wheels  and outer ribs. The upper transverse rib
94 has an 42 mounted thereon and is adapted to receive a    opening 100
therethrough for a purpose to be slide element 54 forming an extensible
handle or  described hereinafter. The inner rib 92 which is lever by which
the suitcase can be guided as it is  55  relatively thick near its upper
end has a plurality of rolled along a supporting surface. As best seen in
spaced  cylindrical recesses  102 adapted  to Fig. 4, the pocket 52 has a
flat exterior wall 56 and  rotatably receive transverse shafts which form
op- a flat interior wall 58 along with opposing side walls  erating
component parts of the handle unit as will 4    



7                 EP0309571 B1                       8 be described
hereinafter.                          leather tab 130 is fixed to the
hook-shaped anchor The slide element 54 includes an elongated      126 to
facilitate manipulation of the strap 104. strap 104 preferably of an
inelastic webbing ma-       An elastic cord 132 is utilized to bias the
strap terial which can be utilized to attach an auxiliary  into its stored
or retracted position of Fig. 7 with piece of luggage 106 (Figs. 12 and 13)
to the   5   the elastic cord being anchored at one end 134 by suitcase 30
by passing the strap around a portion  knotting the end after the strap has
been inserted of the auxiliary piece of luggage and reattaching  through
the opening 100 in the upper transverse rib the strap to the slide element
54. This is illustrated  94 so that the knotted end of the cord is retained
in in Figs. 12 and 13 with the strap 104 having been  the pocket 98. The
cord 132 extends upwardly passed through the handle of a conventional
auxil-  10  from this anchored end and passes around a pulley iary suitcase
and returned to the box 74 so that the  136 mounted adjacent the upper end
of the body auxiliary suitcase is disposed upon the main suit-  70 and
subsequently is passed downwardly so as case in a piggyback fashion. The
strap 104 is      to pass around a pulley 138 anchored adjacent the mounted
in the handle unit so as to be extensible  lower end of the body 70 and
from there the cord away therefrom as shown in Figs. 12 and 13 but  15
passes around the pulley 120 on the yoke element can be retracted into a
stored position within the  118 and thence through a similar path on the
box 74 where it is entirely confined until ready for  opposite side of the
body 70 so that the opposite use.
end 140 of the cord is anchored in the pocket 98 The strap forms a part of
a block and tackle    defined between the inner and outer ribs 92 and 86
type pulley system so that as it is extended from   20  respectively on the
opposite side of the body 70. In its stored position to its extended
position it is  this manner, it will be appreciated that upward yieldingly
biased into its stored position. Accord-  movement of the yoke element, as
will be exper- ingly, when the strap is no longer in use it will self-
ienced as the strap 104 is pulled out of the box 74 retract into the handle
unit. The block and tackle  to its extended position, will be yieldingly
resisted type system as is best seen in Figs. 7. 8 and 11   25  by the
elastic cord 132 so that upon release of the includes a fixed upper roller
108 mounted on a     strap, the elastic cord will pull the yoke element
transverse shaft 110, a fixed upper pin 112 moun-  downwardly, thus
retracting the strap to its stored ted immediately below the fixed roller
108 with the  position. ends of the pin and the roller shaft being seated
in   As best seen in Figs. 7, 8 and 11, a lock lever aligned cylindrical
recesses 102 in the inner rib 92.  30  142 is mounted on a pivot shaft 144
whose ends A movable pair of roller members, defined as up-   are also
journaled in aligned cylindrical recesses per and lower movable rollers 114
and 116 respec-  102 in the inner ribs 92, and the lock lever serves
tively, are mounted on rotatable shafts journaled in  to cooperate with the
star wheel 122 in selectively a yoke element 118 and extend transversely of
the  retaining the strap 104 in any one of an infinite slide element 54.
The yoke element carrys a pulley   35  number of extended positions. The
lock lever is 120 on its underside and is disposed for vertical  made from
a relatively rigid piece of material and reciprocal movement in the space
defined between   has a lower leg portion 146, a contact plate 148 the two
inner ribs 92.                             and an abutment tab 150. The
lower leg portion The elongated strap 104 itself has an inner end  146 is
adapted to protrude generally into any one anchored to the upper fixed pin
112 so that the   40  of the longitudinal grooves 152 provided in the strap
extends downwardly therefrom as best seen    surface of the star wheel 122
to lock the strap 104 in Fig. 7 and passes around the upper movable      in
a selected position but can be moved out of the roller 114 on the yoke
element 118, then extends   groove 152 by depressing the contact plate 148
upwardly around the fixed upper roller 108 and     which is immediately
above the pivot shaft 144 so subsequently downwardly around the movable
low-  45  as to pivot the lower leg in an opposite direction. er roller 116
on the yoke element and thence        The contact plate is exposed through
a rectangular upwardly again until it crosses over an elongated  opening
154 provided in the cover plate 72 of the star wheel 122 also rotatably
mounted on a trans-  slide element 54 so that it can be easily accessed
verse shaft whose ends are journaled in aligned    when operating the
strap. The abutment tab 150 is recesses 102 in the inner rib 92. The free
end of  50  disposed immediately above the contact plate 148 the strap 104
extends outwardly through an open-   in confronting relationship with a
coil spring 156 ing 124 provided in the bottom plate 76 of the     seated
in a pocket 158 provided in the body 70 body 70 and carries a hook-shaped
anchor 126       with the coil spring biasing the lock lever into the which
can be releasably set on a transverse anchor  locking position of Fig. 7
with the lower leg extend- shaft 128 mounted in the box 74 above the star
55  ing into a groove in the star wheel. The bias of the wheel 122 in
spaced location therefrom. The trans-  coil spring, however, is easily
overcome by de- verse anchor shaft 128 has its ends set in aligned
pressing the contact plate 148 as shown in Fig. 8 cylindrical recesses 102
in the inner rib 92. A     thereby compressing the coil spring and allowing
5    



9                EP0309571B1                         10 the lower leg 146
to be moved out of a groove 152  can be seen in Fig. 10, the stop block 166
is a on the star wheel. In this position the strap is free  rectangular
plate that is slightly larger in dimension to move in the space between the
lower leg 146     than the cross sectional area of the slide element and
the star wheel 122 when the strap is being     so as to protrude slightly
from all sides of the slide extended or retracted. A vertical rib 160 is
also   5   element. The spring release 167 is merely a leaf formed on the
body 70 immediately above the star   spring having a bevelled head 169
secured to its wheel 122 so as to retain the strap in close rela-  lower
end and affixed to the outside surface of one tionship to the star wheel so
that the desired     of the side walls 60 of the pocket 52 so that the
cooperation between the lock lever and the star    bevelled block protrudes
through an opening 171 in wheel is dependably retained.                  10
the side wall 60 with a bevelled surface 173 on the In operation of the
strap 104, it is removed    block facing upwardly and a lower flat surface
175 from the anchor shaft 128 by lifting up on the     of the block
extending parallel to the stop block leather tab 130 and depressing the
contact plate   166. In this manner, when the slide element 54 148 on the
lock lever to release the strap from the  reaches its extended position of
Fig. 6, the over- star wheel 122 so that it is free to move outwardly  15
hang of the stop block 166 on one end thereof will to its extended
position. As the strap is pulled   engage the flat surface 175 of the
bevelled block outwardly, it is taut across the grooves 152 on the  169 to
prevent further outward sliding movement of star wheel so that the lock
lever will not re-engage  the slide element. When the stop block 166 is and
therefore a user does not have to continually  engaged with the lip 64, the
flexible tab 162 over- depress the lock lever as the strap is being pulled
20  lies the top edge panel 36 so that the slide element out of the box 74.
However, once outward move-      is positively but releasably positioned in
its ex- ment of the strap is terminated, the lock lever,   tended position.
under the bias of the coil spring 156, automatically   The spring release
167 also functions to permit pinches the strap between itself and the star
wheel  removal of the slide element 54 if desired to repair thereby
preventing further movement of the strap   25  the mechanism carried inside
thereof. To remove without again depressing the lock lever. When it is  the
slide element, a long thin element such as a desired to retract the strap,
the contact plate 148  knife blade can be inserted into the narrow space on
the lock lever 142 is depressed  and the strap  between one side wall 60 of
the pocket 52 on will automatically retract due to the elastic cord 132
which the spring release is mounted until the thin which pulls the yoke
element 118 downwardly thus   30  element engages the bevelled surface 173
of the wrapping the strap around the various roller ele-  block 169 thus
camming the block laterally causing ments in the block and tackle type
system.         it to move out of the path. of movement of the stop
Referring to Figs. 7 and 9, it will be seen that a  block 166 so that the
slide element can be freely flexible tab 162 is formed in the bottom plate
76 of  removed from the pocket 52 for repairs. the body 70 at a location
spaced upwardly from the   35  It will be appreciated from the aforenoted
de- lower end of the body with the tab 162 functioning  scription of the
first embodiment of the present as a releasable latch to retain the slide
element 54  invention that a handle unit has been disclosed in either of
its extended or retracted positions. As  which can be used to maneuver a
piece of luggage will be appreciated, the tab 162 has an enlarged   having
roller wheels thereon and also includes a [err]evelled head 164 adapted to
be seated in the   40  normally concealed strap for attaching an auxiliary
notch 66 formed in the interior wall 58 to releasably  piece of luggage to
the main piece of luggage. The retain the slide element in its retracted
position. An  strap is automatically exposed for use upon exten- outward
pulling force applied to the handle or grip  sion of the handle unit. It
will also be appreciated 84, however, will allow the bevelled head 164 to
that the operating mechanism for the strap is con- move out of the notch 66
so that the slide element  45  fined within the handle unit so that it is
not easily can be extended. When fully extended to the posi-  damagable by
contact with outside elements. The tion of Fig. 7, the bevelled head will
snap out over  mechanism is also simple in construction so that the top
edge panel 36 to prevent the slide element  the system is dependable in
operation and is very from returning to its retracted position. Manual de-
easily operable and manageable. pression of the tab, however, will allow
the slide   so  In a second embodiment of the present inven- element to be
slid back to its retracted position of  tion illustrated in Figs. 14
through 21, the handle Fig. 4 and be retained therein when the bevelled
unit 168 is disclosed as being mounted in one face head 164 snaps back into
the notch 66.           panel of a suitcase 170 or the like with only a The
lower end of the slide element 54 has a     portion of the suitcase being
illustrated. The handle stop block 166 secured thereto as illustrated in
Fig.  55  unit again includes a pocket 172 and a slide ele- 10. The stop
block 166 is adapted to cooperate     ment 174slidably disposed in the
pocket. with a spring release 167 to prevent the slide         The slide
element 174 in the second embodi- element from being pulled out of the
pocket 52. As  ment includes body portion 176 having a bottom 6    



11                EP0309571 B1                      12 plate 178, four
peripheral upstanding side plates  overlying flanges 182 and is anchored at
the top 180 and a pair of inturned flanges 182 forming a  end to a
transverse plate 226 affixed to the body portion of a top plate thereby
leaving a slot 184 in  176 and at the lower end to the fixed block 200 on
the top of the body 176 between the two flanges   which the fixed rollers
196 and 198 are rotatably 182. A handle or grip portion 186 is formed at
the   5   mounted. The guide cord 224 passes through the top of the handle
unit by an inverted loop so that  grooves formed in the handle mounting
block 212, the slide element can be easily gripped by a user.  the slide
block 206, and the abutment blocks 216 A slide cover plate 188 is slideably
received in the  so that each block is guided in movement along slot 184
between the two flanges and is movable   the length of the body 176 as will
become evident by a lock handle 190, the operation of which will be   10
with the operation of the device which will be described hereinafter.
described later. A strap 192 for use in securing an auxiliary      On the
opposite side of the body 176, a resil- piece of luggage to the main piece
of luggage 170  ient or elastic cord 228 is anchored at its upper is
confined within the body 176 by a block and    end to the transverse plate
226 and extends down- tackle type system wherein a pair of fixed roller  15
wardly through the passage 214 provided on the members 196 and 198 are
journaled on rotation     associated side of the lock handle mounting block
shafts in an anchor block 200 at the bottom of the  212 and passes through
the hole 220 on the slide main body and a pair of movable rollers 202 and
block 206 and is anchored in the recessed area 204 are mounted on rotation
shafts journaled in a  222 therebeneath by knotting the cord. In this man-
slide block member 206 disposed in the space   20  ner, one side of the
slide block 206 is biased between the cover plate 188 and the bottom plate
upwardly by the resilient cord 228 while the op- 178 of the body 176. One
end of the strap is      posite side of the slide block is not. anchored to
the roller 196 on the fixed block 200 at  The strap 192 has on its free
end, a gripping the bottom of the body 176 and extends upwardly   element
230 having a generally hook-shaped edge around the roller 204 on the slide
block and then   25  adapted to cooperate with a lip 232 provided in the
downwardly around the roller 196 on the fixed     lower portion of the
handle or grip 186 to anchor block before again turning upwardly and
passing   the end of the strap in the handle when the strap is around the
roller 202 on the slide block from which  in a retracted or stored
position. To extend the the strap again turns downwardly and passes ar-
strap, the gripping element 230 is merely removed ound the roller 198 on
the fixed block before ex-  30  from the lip 232 and the strap pulled
outwardly tending upwardly along the inside face of the bot-  causing the
slide block 206 to move downwardly tom plate 178 before extending outwardly
through  toward the fixed lower rollers 196 and 198. Down- an opening 208
provided in the bottom plate of the  ward movement of the slide block
causes the slide body 176 near the upper end thereof.              block to
engage the abutment blocks 216 so that The lock handle 190 extends
transversely of  35  the slide cover plate 188 is moved downwardly the
slide cover plate 188 at the upper end thereof  with the slide block as the
strap is extended. This and is eccentrically mounted on a transverse shaft
is best illustrated in Figs. 14 and 17. After the strap 210 whose ends are
journaled in a handle mount-   has been extended a desired amount to attach
an ing block 212 attached to the inside surface of the  auxiliary piece of
luggage, further outward move- slide cover plate. Opposite ends of the
block 212   40  ment of the strap is terminated and the resilient have
passages 214 formed therein for a purpose to  cord 228 pulls upwardly on
one side of the slide be described hereinafter.
block causing the slide block to become angularly A pair of abutment blocks
216 are also secured  oriented and wedged between the side walls of the to
the inside surface of the slide cover plate 188 at  body 176 so that the
strap will not retract. a location spaced downwardly from the handle  45
Further outward movement of the strap 192 mounting block 212 so that the
slide block 206    can be prevented by rotating the eccentric lock which is
not attached to either the cover plate 188  handle 190 at the upper end of
the cover plate 188 or the body 176 is confined between the handle    into
its lockingposition shown in Figs. 14, 15 and mouning block 212 and the
abutment blocks 216.    17 which pinches the strap between the lock han-
The slide block on one side thereof has a groove  50  dle and the bottom
plate 178 of the body 176 218 formed therein in alignment with the asso-
thereby preventing further outward movement of ciated passage 214 in the
handle mounting block   the strap. It will, therefore, be appreciated that
and on the opposite side has a hole 220 extending  when the strap is
extended, it will not move in- therethrough terminating in a recessed area
222 on  wardly due to the wedging of the slide block 206 the underside of
the slide block.            55  between the side walls of the body 176 and
will not A flexible but nonextensible guide cord 224    move outwardly due
to the fact that it is pinched extends along one side of the slide element
174   between the lock handle 190 and the bottom plate between the bottom
plate 178 and one of the       178 so that the strap is retainable in any
desired 7    



13                EP 0 309 571 B1                   14 extended position.
When extending the strap to a      The suitcase 246 has a pocket 254
defined by desired position, the lock handle 190 is rotated into  a metal
box 256 provided on the divider 248 in the position shown in Fig. 21
wherein there is    which a rectangular frame or slide element 258 space
between the handle and the bottom plate     having the grip 252 pivotally
attached to the upper 178 of the body 176 to allow the strap to slide   5
edge thereof is slideably fit. The slide element has freely. The same is
true when the strap is retracted  a mounting plate 260 secured thereto with
the plate from an extended position to its stored position.  having a
plurality of holes 262 therein to minimize When retracting the strap from
an extended    the weight of the slide element. The slide element position
to the stored position, the lock handle 190  is slideable between a
rectracted position shown in is moved into the position of Fig. 21 and
pulled  10  Fig. 22 and an extended position shown in Figs. upwardly by the
fingers of the user so that the   23, 24 and 26 with the slide element
being releas- cover plate 188 is also moved upwardly causing    ably
secured in its retracted position by a slide the abutment blocks 216 to
engage the slide block  catch 264 mounted on one component part 250 of 206
thereby straightening the slide block and re-  the suitcase. The slide
catch has a finger operable leasing it from its wedged condition so that
the   15  slide 266 which functions to move a lock bar 268 slide block can
be moved upwardly causing the     through an opening 269 in the top frame
member strap to be retracted into its stored position.   270 of the divider
248 and into and out of a groove To prevent the handle unit from being
pulled   271 formed in the slide element 258 immediately completely out of
the suitcase, a stop block 234 is  beneath the grip 252. When the lock bar
protrudes mounted on the bottom plate 178 of the body and   20  into the
groove 271 the slide element is prevented abuts a lip 236 formed at the top
of an exterior   from being extended and, therefore is locked in its panel
238 of the pocket as seen in Fig. 15. As seen  retracted position. Removal
of the lock bar from the in Fig. 17, a flexible tab 240 is formed in the
groove, however, allows the slide element to be bottom plate of the body
176 so as to extend      slid outwardly to its extended position. The slide
outwardly therefrom in a downward direction and   25  element 258 is
retained in the extended position by forms a cam surface that upon movement
of the     a flexible tab 272 formed in one side of the slide handle unit
into its extended position will cause the  element which snaps over the top
frame member tab 240 to flex inwardly until the tab passes the lip  274 of
the divider 248 as shown in Fig. 24. Depres- 236 and overlies the top edge
panel 242 of the    sion of the flexible tab of course allows the slide
suitcase thereby preventing the handle from sliding   30  element to be
slid back into the pocket 254. inwardly again into its retracted position.
Of course,  The strap 276 utilized in this embodiment of to allow the
handle to be retracted, it is merely  the invention to secure an auxiliary
piece of lug- necessary to depress the tab 240 and push the     gage 278 to
the main piece of luggage 246 in a handle unit downwardly. A depression 244
is       piggyback fashion is merely an elongated strap formed in the
interior panel 245 of the pocket on   35  which is anchored at one end to
the top edge of the suitcase to receive the tab 240 when the han-  the
mounting plate 260 and can be wrapped ar- dle is entirely retracted into
the suitcase whereby  ound the mounting plate when the strap is not the
handle will not easily pull out of the suitcase  being used. However, to
use the strap, it is merely but upon moderate pressure being applied
thereto  unwrapped from the mounting plate and extended a user, the bias on
the tab will be overcome   40  around the handle or some other portion of
the allowing the handle to be pulled out to its extended  auxiliary
suitcase 278 and reconnected to itself to position.
fix the extended length of the strap. For this pur- A third embodiment of
the present invention is   pose, a pair of hooks 280 are provided on the
shown in Figs. 22 through 26. In this embodiment  undersurface of the strap
at its free end and a the handle unit 245 is also disclosed as being   45
plurality of pairs of holes 282 are aligned with the mounted in a rigid
cased suitcase 246 but is dis-  hooks at spaced locations along the length
of the posed in a divider 248 separating the two compo-  strap. In this
manner, after the strap has been nent parts 250 of the suitcase along a
plane of  passed around the handle or some other portion of confrontation.
It will be appreciated that the handle  the auxiliary piece of luggage, it
can be returned unit 245 of this embodiment could also be mounted   50  and
passed through the grip 252 on the slide in a soft covered case in a
similar manner. The   element 258 before inserting the hooks 280 into an
handle unit in this embodiment includes a grip 252  appropriate pair of
holes 282 on the strap to releas- which serves a dual purpose as being both
the     ably fix the extended length of the strap. carrying handle for the
suitcase and also the pull    A fourth embodiment of the present invention
handle for rolling the suitcase along roller members  55  is illustrated in
Figs. 27 through 30 with like parts provided along the lower edge of the
suitcase in a  having been given like reference numerals with a
conventional manner.                              prime suffix In this
embodiment, the handle unit 245' is substantially similar to the handle
unit 245 8    
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embodiment except that the strap for  the strap is merely released from
itself, removed supporting auxiliary luggage is not attached -to the  from
the auxiliary piece of luggage, wrapped ar- handle unit and the handle unit
includes a trans-  ound the mounting plate on the handle unit, and verse
cylindrical anchor rod 286 in the space be-  again secured to itself. tween
the mounting plate 260' and the grip 252' on   5 the handle unit.
Claims This embodiment of the present invention is again described in
connection with a hard cased    1. A piece of luggage (30) having a main
body suitcase having wheels mounted thereon as with         defining an
interior space in which articles of the other embodiments. The flexible
strap 288 in   10    clothing and the like can be maintained, said this
embodiment, however, is disposed in a groove      main body including
roller means (42) upon 290 established in one face 291 of the suitcase
which the main body can be rolled along a with the groove extending
parallel to the handle       supporting surface and having elongated strap
unit 245'. Referring to the end of the suitcase        means (104) having
one end (112) operably through which the handle unit is extended as the
15  attached thereto and a free end (126) adapted upper end of the
suitcase, the strap 288 is fixed at   to be extended around at least a
portion of an its upper end to a transverse rod (not seen) dis-
auxiliary piece (106) of luggage to releasably posed within the groove 290
near the upper end of      secure the auxiliary piece of luggage to the the
suitcase so that the strap can lie completely      main body, wherein it
further includes a handle within the groove. The strap has a hook member
20     unit (54, 74) extensibly mounted on said main 292 on its free end
which is releasably connectable    body for movement between a stored
position to another anchor rod 294 disposed at the opposite     in compact
relationship with said main body end of the groove near the bottom of the
suitcase.     and an extended position from which the main By adjusting the
length of the strap after the hook    body can be easily rolled along said
support- member 292 is disposed on the anchor bar 294,  25      ing
surface, said handle unit including anchor the strap can be tightly drawn
between its fixed       means (128) thereon for releasably securing end at
the top of the suitcase and its releasably      the free end of said strap
means (104). hooked end at the bottom of the suitcase so as to remain in
place in the protected groove in contig-  2. A piece of luggage according
to claim  1 uous relationship with the face 291 when not in  30    wherein
said handle unit includes an elongated use. However, when use of the strap
is desired to      slide element having a grip thereon and the piggyback an
auxiliary piece of luggage 296 as         slide element is adapted to be
extended away illustrated in Fig. 29, the hook member 292 can be     from
said main body. released from the anchor rod 294 and passed through the
handle of the auxiliary piece of lug-  35  3. A piece of luggage according
to either claim 1 gage, or around the auxiliary piece of luggage as      or
2 wherein said handle unit includes a slide desired, before releasably
hooking the hook to a       element having a box-like frame (74) and third
anchor rod 298 disposed at the top of the        wherein said strap means
(104) is enclosed suitcase within the groove 290 and immediately
within said box-like frame when the strap adjacent to the fixed end of the
strap.          40      means is in its stored position. In an alternative
arrangement illustrated in Fig. 30, which is particularly useful with
larger pieces of  4. A piece of luggage according to anyone of auxiliary
luggage, the strap 288 after being passed    claims 1 to 3 wherein
retraction means (132) around the auxiliary piece of luggage or through
are provided on said handle unit to facilitate the handle thereof can be
hooked to the anchor rod   45  moving said strap means from its extended
286 on the handle unit so that the auxiliary piece of  position to its
stored position. luggage is supported in a more elevated relation- ship to
the main piece of luggage. As will be      5. A piece of luggage according
to claim  2 appreciated with this embodiment of the invention,     wherein
said strap means is disposed on said when the strap is not in use, as
mentioned pre-  50    slide element. viously, it is confined within the
groove 290 estab- lished in the face of the main piece of luggage so  6. A
piece of luggage according to claim  5 that it cannot easily be snagged or
otherwise          wherein said slide element includes mounting damaged by
contact with other articles and is dis-     means around which said strap
means can be posed in an aesthetically pleasing manner so as  55    wrapped
when the strap means is in its stored not to distract from the appearance
of the suitcase.   position. When it is desired to remove the auxiliary
piece of luggage from the main piece of luggage, 9    



15                EP 0 309 571 B1                    16 of the third
embodiment except that the strap for  the strap is merely released from
itself, removed supporting auxiliary luggage is not attached to the  from
the auxiliary piece of luggage  wrapped ar- handle unit and the handle unit
includes a trans-  ound the mounting plate on the handle unit, and verse
cylindrical anchor rod 286 in the space be-  again secured to itself. tween
the mounting plate 260' and the grip 252' on   5 the handle unit.
Claims This embodiment of the present invention is again described in
connection with a hard cased    1. A piece of luggage (30) having a main
body suitcase having wheels mounted thereon as with         defining an
interior space in which articles of the other embodiments. The flexible
strap 288 in  10  clothing and the like can be maintained, said this
embodiment, however, is disposed in a groove      main body including
roller means (42) upon 290 established in one face 291 of the suitcase
which the main body can be rolled along a with the groove extending
parallel to the handle      supporting surface and having elongated strap
unit 245'. Referring to the end of the suitcase       means (104) having
one end (112) operably through which the handle unit is extended as the
15  attached thereto and a free end (126) adapted upper end of the
suitcase, the strap 288 is fixed at  to be extended around at least a
portion of an its upper end to a transverse rod (not seen) dis-
auxiliary piece (106) of luggage to releasably posed within the groove 290
near the upper end of     secure the auxiliary piece of luggage to the the
suitcase so that the strap can lie completely      main body, wherein it
further includes a handle within the groove. The strap has a hook member
20     unit (54, 74) extensibly mounted on said main 292 on its free end
which is releasably connectable    body for movement between a stored
position to another anchor rod 294 disposed at the opposite    in compact
relationship with said main body end of the groove near the bottom of the
suitcase.     and an extended position from which the main By adjusting the
length of the strap after the hook   body can be easily rolled along said
support- member 292 is disposed on the anchor bar 294,  25     ing surface,
said handle unit including anchor the strap can be tightly drawn between
its fixed       means (128) thereon for releasably securing end at the top
of the suitcase and its releasably     the free end of said strap means
(104). hooked end at the bottom of the suitcase so as to remain in place in
the protected groove in contig-  2. A piece  of luggage according to claim
1 uous relationship with the face 291 when not in  30    wherein said
handle unit includes an elongated use. However, when use of the strap is
desired to      slide element having a grip thereon and the piggyback an
auxiliary piece of luggage 296 as         slide element is adapted to be
extended away illustrated in Fig. 29, the hook member 292 can be     from
said main body. released from the anchor rod 294 and passed through the
handle of the auxiliary piece of lug-  35  3. A piece of luggage according
to either claim 1 gage, or around the auxiliary piece of luggage as      or
2 wherein said handle unit includes a slide desired, before releasably
hooking the hook to a      element having a box-like frame (74) and third
anchor rod 298 disposed at the top of the        wherein said strap means
(104) is enclosed suitcase within the groove 290 and immediately
within  said box-like frame when the strap adjacent to the fixed end of the
strap.       40       means is in its stored position. In an alternative
arrangement illustrated in Fig. 30, which is particularly useful with
larger pieces of  4. A piece of luggage according to anyone of auxiliary
luggage, the strap 288 after being passed    claims 1 to 3 wherein
retraction means (132) around the auxiliary piece of luggage or through
are provided on said handle unit to facilitate the handle thereof can be
hooked to the anchor rod   45  moving said strap means from its extended
286 on the handle unit so that the auxiliary piece of  position to its
stored position. luggage is supported in a more elevated relation- ship to
the main piece of luggage. As will be      5. A piece of luggage according
to claim  2 appreciated with this embodiment of the invention,     wherein
said strap means is disposed on said when the strap is not in use, as
mentioned pre-  50    slide element. viously, it is confined within the
groove 290 estab- lished in the face of the main piece of luggage so  6. A
piece of luggage according to claim  5 that it cannot easily be snagged or
otherwise          wherein said slide element includes mounting damaged by
contact with other articles and is dis-     means around which said strap
means can be posed in an aesthetically pleasinG manner so as  55   wrapped
when the strap means is in its stored not to distract from the appearance
of the suitcase.   position. When it is desired to remove the auxiliary
piece of luggage from the main piece of luggage, ~~    
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luggage according to claim  6           can be wrapped when the strap means
is in its wherein said mounting means around which          stored
position. said strap can be wrapped includes resilient means to bias the
strap into the stored posi-  15. A piece of luggage according to claim  6
tion.                                     5       wherein said mounting
means around which said strap (288) can be wrapped includes a 8. A piece of
luggage according to claim  6           plurality of parallel support bars
(210, 204, 286, wherein said mounting means includes a plu-       294, 298)
with at least one (198, 286) of said rality of parallel support bars around
which      support bars being mounted on a slide block said strap is
wrapped, at least some (114, 116)  10  which is movable longitudinally of
the slide of said support bars being movable toward and     element as the
strap means is moved between away from each other to allow the strap to be
its stored and extended positions. moved between its extended and stored
posi- tions.                                        16. A piece of luggage
according to claim  15 15      wherein said slide element includes guide 9.
A piece of luggage according to claim  8           means for guiding
movement of the slide block wherein said resilient means (132) is oper-
(206) longitudinally of the slide element and atively connected (120) to at
least some of       resilient means (228) for yLeldingly resisting said
support bars to bias at least some of the    movement of the slide block in
a first direction support bars away from each other.        20      as the
strap means is moved from its stored to its extended positions. 10. A piece
of luggage according to anyone of the preceding claims wherein said strap
has one    17. A piece of luggage according to claim  16 end thereof
anchored to the handle unit and a     wherein said guidage means consists
of chan- free end adapted to extend around said auxil-  25  nels extending
longitudinally along opposite iary luggage, said free end including a hook
sides of said slide element, and wherein said (126, 230) thereon, and an
anchor (128, 132)      resilient means is connected to one side of on said
handle unit (74, 174) to which said       said slide block (206) adajacent
to one of said, hook can be releasably attached.                  channels
and is adapted to wedge the slide 30      block (206) between said channels
(172) to 11. A piece of luggage according to claim  9          prevent
movement of the slide block in a sec- wherein it further includes lock
means (122,      ond direction which is opposite to said first 146) on said
handle unit, said lock means         direction when the strap means is not
being being operatively engageable with said strap      moved to its
extended position. means (104) to selectively retain the strap   35 means
in its extended position.                18. A piece of luggage according
to either claim 16 or 17 wherein it further includes return 12. A piece of
luggage according to claim  5          means (188) mounted on said slide
element wherein said strap means (272) has one end        and operatively
associated with said slide anchored to said slide element and a free end
40  block to dislodge the slide block from  its adapted to be extended
around at least a por-     wedged condition to permit the slide block to
tion of said auxiliary piece (106) of luggage,    be moved in said second
direction and the said free end having fastening means (280)       strap
means to be moved from its extended to thereon adapted to be secured to
another por-     its stored position. tion (282) of said strap means (276).
45 19. A piece of luggage according to claim 18 13. A piece of luggage
according to claim  12          wherein said return means is further opera-
wherein said strap means (276) has a plurality    tively associated with
said slide block whereby of holes (282) along its length and wherein
movement of the slide block in said first direc- said fastening means
consists of at least one   50  tion will cause said return means to be
moved hook (280) adapted to cooperate with at least     in said first
direction and movement of the one of said holes (282) to permit the free
end    return means in said second direction will to be releasably secured
to another portion of    cause the slide block to move in the second said
strap means (276).      -                    direction thus effecting
movement of the strap 55      means from its extended position to its
stored 14. A piece of luggage according to claim  13         position.
wherein said slide element includes mounting means (260) around which said
strap means 10    
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M    S 20. A piece of luggage according to claim  1          (286) for
releasably connecting the other end wherein said main body includes a pair
of         of said strap. components parts (250) to be moved into con-
fronting relationship along a plane of confronta-  PatentansprUche tion
along which the handle unit (245) is moun-   5 ted.
1. GepAckstUck (30) mit einem Hauptk6rper, der einen Innenraum begrenzt, in
dem Kleidungs- 21. A piece of luggage according to claim  1,         stUcke
und Ihnliches aufbewahrt werden k6n- wherein said elongated strap. is
anchored to      nen, wobei der Hauptk6rper Rolleinrichtungen the slide
element (54, 245) such that it is  10   (42) enthalt, auf denen der
Hauptkdrper auf concealed within the confines of the main body    einer
tragenden Flche gerollt werden kann, when the slide element is retracted
and be-       und or eine lingliche Riemeneinrichtung (104) comes
automatically exposed for use when the      hat, deren eines Ende (112)
wirksam daran slide element is moved to its extended posi-      angebracht
ist, und ein freies Ende (126) urn tion.
15      wenigstens einen Teil eines zusgtzlichen Ge- packstUcks (106)
ausgezogen werden kann, 22. A piece of luggage according to claim 21
urn das zusgtzliche GepAckstack l6sbar am wherein said handle unit can be
used to carry     Hauptk6rper zu befestigen, wobei er des wel- the piece of
luggage when the slide element is    teren eine Griffeinheit (54, 74)
enthAlt, die aus- in the retracted position and can be used to  20  ziehbar
am Hauptkorper angebracht ist, und K>     roll the piece of luggage along
the supporting    zwischen einer verstauten, in den Hauptk6rper surface
when the slide element is in the ex-      eingezogenen Stellung und einer
ausgezoge- tended position.                                  nen Stellung
bewegt werden kann, und an der der Hauptkorper leicht auf der tragenden Fl-
23. A piece of luggage accordkf  to claim  1   25     che gezogen warden
kann, wobei die Griffein- wherein said main body includes a plurality of
heit eine Befestigungseinrichtung (128) zur los- wall members which in
combination define said     baren Befestigung des freien Endes der Rie-
interior space, a handle unit and wherein, in    meneinrichtung (104)
enthdlt. the extended position, the strap (288) can be releasably connected
to a piece (296) of auxil-  30  2. GepAckstOck nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Griff- iary luggage to releasably connect the auxiliary  einheit ein
l~ngliches Gleitelement mit einem luggage to said main body for support by
the     Griff daran enth~lt. und das Gleitelement von piece of luggage
while being rolled along the     dem  Hauptk6rper weg ausgezogen werden
supporting surface.                               kann. 35 24. A piece of
luggage according to claim 23      3  Gep~ckstOck nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
wobei wherein said strap means has one end thereof      die Griffeinheit
ein Gleitelement mit einem ka- permanently attached to the piece of luggage
stenartigen Rahmen (74) enthilt, und wobei and the other end releasably
attached to the      die Riemeneinrichtung (104) in dem kastenarti- piece
of luggage whereby the other end can   40   gen Rahmen eingeschlossen ist,
wenn sich die be released from the piece of luggage for
Riemeneinrichtung in ihrer verstauten Stellung connection to the auxiliary
piece of luggage.     befindet. 25. A piece of luggage according to claim
24      4. GepAckstF~ck nach einem der Ansprbche 1 bis wherein said main
body includes a groove   45    3, wobei eine Einzieheinrichtung (132) an
der (290) in one of said wall members with said       Griffeinheit
vorhanden ist, die die Bewegung groove being adapted to accomodate the
strap    der Riemeneinrichtung aus der ausgezogenen (288) means.
Stellung in die verstaute Stellung erleichtert. 26. A piece of luggage
according to claim 24   50  5. GepAckstick nach Anspruch 2, wobei die Rie-
wherein it further includes means (298) on said   meneinrichtung am
Gleitelement angeordnet main body adjacent to the location at, which
ist. said one end (292) of the strap is secured to the luggage for
releasably connecting the other  6. GepAckstUck nach Anspruch 5, wobei das
end of said strap.                        55      Gleitelement eine
Aufnahmeeinrichtung umfaft, urn die die Riemeneinrichtung gewickelt wer-
27. A piece of luggage according to claim 26          den kann, weqn sich
die Riemeneinrichtung in wherein said handle unit also includes means
ihrer verstauten; Stellung befindet. 11 ~ ~ ~ .    21                 EP
0309 571 B1                     22 7. Gepgckstick nach Anspruch 6, wobei
die Auf-         tung (276) zu erm6glichen. 



nahmeeinrichtung, um die der Riemen gewik- kelt werden kann, eine
elastische Einrichtung   14. GepackstOck nach Anspruch 13, wobei das
enthalt, die den Riemen in die verstaute Stel-     Gleitelement eine
Aufnahmeeinrichtung (260) lung zieht.                      .
umfalt, urn die die Riemeneinrichtung gewik- kelt werden kann, wenn sich
die Riemenein- &  GepackstUck nach Anspruch 6, wobei die Auf-
richtung in ihrer verstauten Stellung befindet. nahmeeinrichtung eine
Vielzahl von parallelen Haltestaben enth~lt, um die der Riemen gewik-   15.
GepackstOck nach Anspruch 6, wobei die Auf- '/'  kelt wird, wobei
wenigstens einige (114, 116)  l0  nahmeeinrichtung, um die der Riemen (288)
der Haltestabe aufeinander zu und voneinan-        gewickelt werden kann,
eine Vielzahl von paral- der weg bewegt werden konnen und so die
lelen Haltestaben (210, 204, 286, 294, 298) Bewegung des Riemens zwischen
seiner aus-          enthalt, wobei wenigstens einer (198, 286) der
gezogenen und seiner verstauten Stellung er-       Haltestabe an einem
Gleitblock angebracht ist, m6glichen.                                 is
der lWngs zurn Gleitelement bewegt werden kann, wenn die Riemeneinrichtung
zwischen 9. GepackstUck nach Anspruch 8, wobei die ela-         ihrer
verstauten und ihrer ausgezogenen Stel- stische Einrichtung (132) wirksam
rnit wenig-      lung bewegt wird. stens einigen der Haltestabe verbunden
(120) ist, und so wenigstens einige der Haltest~be   20  16. Gepfckstick
nach Anspruch 15, wobei das voneinander weg zieht.
Gleitelement eine Fiihrungseinrichtung enthalt, die die Bewegung des
Gleitblocks (206) langs 10. Gepackst~ck nach einem der voraggehenden
zurn Gleitelement fUhrt, sowie elne elastische AnsprUche, wobei ein Ende
des Riemens an           Einrichtung (228), die der Bewegung des Gleit- der
Griffeinheit befestigt ist, und ein freies  25  blocks in einer ersten
Richtung nachgebend Ende um das zusatzliche Gepack verlaufen
Widerstand entgegensetzt, wenn die Riemen- kann, wobei das freie Ende einen
Haken (126,       einrichtung aus ihrer verstauten in ihre ausge- 230)
daran enthalt, .und eine Befestigungsvor-     zogene Stellung bewegt wird.
richtung (128, 132) an der Griffeinheit (74, 174) an der der Haken losbar
befestigt werden   3o  17. GepackstUck nach Anspruch 16, wobei die kann.
F'hrungseinrichtung aus Rinnen besteht, die in LAngsrichtung an einander
gegen~berliegen- 11. GepackstUck nach Anspruch 9, wobei es wei-         den
Seiten des Gleitelementes verlaufen, und terhin eine Arretiereinrichtung
(122, 146) an      wobei die elastische Einrichtung mit einer Sei- der
Griffeinrichtung enthalt, wobel die Arretier-  35  te des Gleitblocks (206)
an eine der Rinnen einrichtung wirksam mit der Riemeneinrichtung
angrenzend verbunden ist, und den Gleitblock (104) in Eingriff gebracht
werden kann, um die     (206) zwischen den Rinnen (172) verkeilen
Riemeneinrichtung wahlweise in ihrer ausgezo-      kann, um zu verhindern,
daB sich der Gleit- genen Stellung zu halten.
block in eine zweite Richtung bewegt, die der 40      ersten Richtung
entgegengesetzt ist, wenn die 12. Gepackstick nach Anspruch 5, wobei ein
Riemeneinrichtung nicht in ihre ausgezogene Ende der Riemeneinrichtung
(272) an dem            Stellung bewegt wird. Gleitelement befestigt ist,
und ein freies Ende um wenigstens einen Teil des zusatzlichen Ge-   18.
Gepackstfck nach Anspruch 16 oder 17, wo- packstUcks (106) ausgezogen
werden kann,  45       bei es des weiteren eine Ruckholeinrichtung wobei
das freie Ende eine Befestigungseinrich-     (188) enthalt, die am
Gleitelement angebracht tung (280) daran hat, die an .binem anderen
ist und wirksam mit dem Gleitblock verbunden Abschnitt (282) der
Riemeneinrichtung befe-        ist, um den Gleitblock aus seiner verkeilten
stigt werden kann.                                 Lage zu hewegen, und
damit zu erm6glichen, 50      daB der Gl block in die zweite Richtung be-
13. Gepackstuck nach Anspruch 12, wobei die            wegt wird,   die
Riemeneinrichtung aus ihrer Riemeneinrichtung (276) eine Vielzahl von L6-
ausgezogenen in ihre verstaute Stellung be- chem (282) in Langsrichtung
hat, und wobei         wegt wird.'': die Befestigungseinrichtung
aul.wenigstens ei- nem Haken (280) besteht, der f  weijigstens   55  19.
Gepackick nach Anspruch 18, wobei die einem der Locher (282) zusamrhirirkt,
urn          RUckhoreiorichtung weiterhin mit dem  Gleit- die l6sbare
Befestigung des freien tripes an       block wirksarn verbunden ist,
wodurch bei Be- einern anderen Abschnitt der Riemeneinrich-        wegung
des Gleitblocks in die erste Richtung 12    23                EP 0309571 BI
24        111111111111111i111 III die RUckholeinrichtung in die erste
Richtung   26. Gepackstick nach Anspruch 24, wobei es wei- 



bewegt wird, und be! Bewegung der RUckhol-        terhin eirle Einrichtung
(298) am Hauptk6rper einrichtung in die zweite Richtung der Gleit-
nahe der Stelle, an der das eine Ende (292) block in die zweite Richtung
bewegt wird, so       des Riemens am GepfckstUck angebracht ist. dafl die
Riemeneinrichtung aus ihrer ausgezo-   5  enthalt, mit der das andere Ende
des Riemens genen in ihre verstaute Stellung bewegt wird.     lIsbar
verbunden werden kann. 20. GepackstUck nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
27. GepackstOck nach Anspruch 26, wobei die -- Hauptkorper ein Paar
Einzelteile (250) enthalt,  Griffeinheit auch eine Einrichtung (286) zum
die in einander gegenUberliegende Stellung an   10  losbaren Anbringen des
anderen Endes des einer Ebene des Zusammentreffens bewegt
Riemens enthglt. werden, an der die Griffeinheit (245) ange- bracht ist.
Revendicatlons 21. GepAckstUck nach Anspruch 1, wobei der  is  1. Bagage
(30) comprenant un corps principal qui ldngliche Riemen am Gleitelement
(54, 245)         definit un espace int6rieur dans loquel des befestigt
ist, so daP er im Inneren des Haupt-     objets vestimentaires ou
6quivalents peuvent k6rpers eingeschlossen ist, wenn das Gleitele-     8tre
contenus, Wedit corps principal comportant ment eingezogen ist, und er
automatisch zum        des moyens de roulement (42), sur lesquels on
Gebrauch freigelegt wird, wenn das Gleitele-  20   peut faire rouler le
corps principal le long ment in seine ausgezogene Stellung bewegt
d'une surface de support, et comprenant un wird.
moyen (104) formant sangle de forme allon- gee, ayant une extr6mite (112)
qui y est fix6e 22. Gep~ckstOck nach Anspruch 21, wobei die
fonctionnellement et une extr6mite libre (126) Griffeinheit verwendet
werden kann, um das  25     adapt~e pour 8tre mise en extension autour
GepackstUck zu tragen, wenn sich das Gleit-        d'au moins une partie
d'un bagage auxiliaire element in der eingezogenen Stellung befindet,
(106) pour fixer ce bagage auxiliaire au corps und verwendet werden kann,
um das Gepack-          principal de fagon detachable, et qui comprend
stUck auf der tragenden Flache zu rollen, wenn     en outre un ensemble
formant poign6e (54, 74) sich das Gleitelement in der ausgezogenen   30
monte de fagon extensible sur ledit corps prin- Stellung befindet.
cipal pour pouvoir se d6placer entre une posi- tion de rangement a
proximit6 dudit corps 23. GepAckstUck nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
principal, et une position d'extension dans ia- Hauptkorper ein Vielzahl
von Wandelementen         quelle on peut facilement faire rouler le corps
enthalt, die zusammen den Innenraum begren-  35    principal le long de
ladite surface de support, zen, sowie eine Griffeinheit, und wobei der
des moyens d'ancrage (128) destin6s a fixer Riemen (288) in der
ausgezogenen Stellung          de fagon d6tachable l'extr6mitd libre dudit
l6sbar mit einem  zusatzlichen GepAckstick         moyen (104) formant
sangle etant pr6vus sur (296) verbunden werden kann, urn das zusatz-
ledit ensemble formant poignde. liche GepackstUck losbar am Hauptkorper an-
40 zubingen, damit es beim Rollen auf der tra-    2. Bagage selon la
revendication 1, dans lequel genden Flache vom  Gepackstick getragen
ledit ensemble formant poignee comprend un wird.
el6ment coulissant allonge portant une prise, et I'616ment coulissant est
adapte pour etre mis 24. GepackstUck nach Anspruch 23, wobei ein  45
en extension dans le sens qui s'eloigne dudit Ende der Riemeneinrichtung
fest am Gepack-         corps principal. stack angebracht ist, und das
andere Ende l6sbar am  GepackstUck angebracht ist, wo-     3. Bagage selon
la revendication 1 ou 2. dans durch das andere Ende vom Gep~ckstUck ge-
lequel ledit ensemble formant poignee corn- lost werden kann, um es an dem
zusatzlichen   50   prend un 616ment coulissant comprenant une GepAckstUck
anzubringen.                           carcasse (74) en forme de bolte, et
dans le- quel ledit moyen (104) formant sangle est en- 25. GepAckstUck nach
Anspruch 24, wobei der           ferme dans ladite carcasse en forme de
boite Hauptk6rper eine Rinne (290) an einern der        lorsque le moyen
formant sangle est dans sa Seitenwandelemente enthalt, wobei die Rinne   55
position de rangement. die Riemeneinrichtung (288) aufnehmen kann. 4.
Bagage selon une quelconque des revendica- tions 1 a 3, dans lequel des
moyens de ren- 13    25                EP 0 309 571 BI                   26
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sur ledit ensemble for-  12. Bagage selon la revendication 5, dans lequel
mant poign6e pour faciliter le d6placement du-    ledit moyen (272) formant
sangle a une extr6- 



dit moyen formant sangle de sa position d'ex-     mite ancr6e audit 6l6ment
coulissant et une tension vers sa position de rangement.
extr6mit6 libre adaptee pour etre pass6e au- 5      tour d'au moins une
portion dudit bagage auxi- 5. Bagage selon la revendication 2, dans lequel
Hiaire (106), ladite extremite libre portant un ledit moyen formant sangle
est dispose sur        moyen de fixation (280) adapte pour Otre fixd a
ledit element coulissant.                         une autre partie (282)
dudit moyen (276) for- mant sangle. 6. Bagage selon la revendication 5,
dans lequel  10 ledit element coulissant comprend un moyen    13. Bagage
selon la revendication 12, dans lequel de montage autour duquel ledit moyen
formant      ledit moyens (276) formant sangle pr6sente sangle peut Otre
enroul6 lorsque ledit moyen      une pluralit6 de trous (282) le long de sa
formant sangle est dans sa position de range-     longueur, et dans lequel
ledit moyen de fixa- ment.                                     15      tion
est compos6 d'au moins un crochet (280) adapte pour coop6rer avec au moins
un des- 7. Bagage selon la revendication 6, dans loquel       dits trous
(282) pour permettre a l'extremit6 ledit moyen de montage autour duquel
ladite       libre d'etre fixee de fagon detachable a une sangle peut etre
enroulee comprend un moyen       autrs partie dudit moyen (276) formant
sangle. 6lastique pour solliciter ladite sangle vers sa  20 K>   position
de rangement.                          14. Bagage selon la revendication
13, dans lequel ledit el6ment coulissant comprend un moyen 8. Bagage selon
la revendication 6, dans lequel       de montage (260) autour duquel ledit
moyen ledit moyen de montage comprend une plurali-      formant sangle peut
etre enroule lorsque ledit te de barres de support parallbles autour des-
25  moyen formant sangle est dans sa position de quelles ladite sangle est
enroulee, au moins      rangement. certaines (114, 116) desdites barres de
sup- port pouvant se rapprocher ou s6loigner les    15. Bagage selon la
revendication 6, dans lequel unes des autres pour permettre a la sangle de
ledit moyen de montage autour duquel ladite se deplacer entre sa position
d'extension et sa  30  sangle (288) peut etre enroul6e comprend une
position de rangement.                            pluralite de barres de
support (210, 204, 286, 294, 298) parallbles. au moins l'une (198, 286) 9.
Bagage selon la revendication 8, 'dans lequel      desdites barres de
support 6tant mont6e sur ledit moyen 6lastique (132) est re i6 fonction-
un bloc coulissant qui peut se deplacer dans la nellement (120) a au moins
certaines desdites  35  direction longitudinale dudit 6l6ment coulissant
barres de support pour solliciter au moins cer-   lorsque le moyen formant
sangle se d6place taines des barres de support dans le sens qui     entre
sa position de rangement et sa position les eloigne les unes des autres.
d'extension. 10. Bagage solon une quelconqueotls revendica-  4o  16. Bagage
selon la revendication 15, dans lequel tions pr6c6dentes, dans lequel
ladile sangle a    ledit el6ment coulissant comprend un moyen une extremit6
ancree a lPensemble formant         de guidage servant a guider les
deplacements poignee et une extremite libre adaptee pour       du bloc
coulissant (206) selon la longueur de s'etendre autour dudit bagage
auxiliaire. ladite  l4lement coulissant et un moyen 6lastique extremit6
libre portant un crochet (126, 230), et  45  (228) pour resister
6lastiquement aux deplace- un ancrage (128, 132) 6tant pr6vu sur ledit
ments du bloc coulissant dans un premier ensemble formant poignee (74, 174)
et auquel      sens lorsque le moyen formant sangle se de- ledit crochet
peut etre fix6 de fagon d6tacha-    place de sa position de rangement A sa
posi- ble.                                              tion d'extension.
:50 11. Bagage selon la revendication 9, dans lequel il  17. Bagage selon
la revendication 16, dans lequel comprend en outre des moyens do* blocage
ledit moyen de guidage est compose d'ele- (122, 146) pr6vus sur ledit
ensemble formant      ments en U qui s'etendent longitudinalement le
poign6e, lesdits moyens de blocage pouvant        long des.c8t6s oppos6s
dudit 6lement coulis- etre mis en prise fonctionnellement avec ledit  55
sant, dans lequel ledit moyen 6lastique est moyen (104) formant sangle pour
retenir s6lec-    reli6 a une extr6mit6 dudit bloc coulissant tivement le
moyen formant sangle dans sa          (206) en position adjacente a l'un
desdits el6- position d'extension.                             ment en U et
est adapte pour coincer lo bloc 14    27                 EP 0 309 571 B1
28    1 1 1111111111 ml III I II11 IN coulissant (206) entre lesdits
el6ments en U       d'el6ments de paroi qui, en combinaison, d6fi- (172) de
fagon a emp8cher le bloc coulissant       nissent ledit espace int6rieur,
un ensemble for- de se d6placer dans un deuxieme sens qui est       mant
poign6e, et dans lequel, dans la position 



oppose au premier sens lorsque le moyen            d'extension, la sangle
(288) peut Otre fixee de formant sangle nest pas d6plac6 vers sa posi-   5
fagon d6tachable a un bagage auxiliaire (296) tion d'extension.
pour fixer le bagage auxiliaire audit corps prin- cipal de fagon detachable
pour supporter ce 18. Bagage selon la revendication 16 ou la reven-
bagage pendant qu'on le fait rouler le long de dication 17, dans lequel il
comprend en outre       la surface de support. un moyen de rappel (188)
mont6 sur ledit  tO 6l6ment coulissant et associe fonctionnelle-    24.
Bagage selon la revendication 23, dans lequel ment audit bloc coulissant
pour d6gager le         ledit moyen formant sangle a une extremite bloc
coulissant de son etat de coincement          fixee au bagage de facon
permanente et l'au- pour permettre au bloc coulissant de se d6pla-     tre
extremite fixee au bagage de fagon d6ta- cer dans ledit deuxieme sens et
pour permet-  15   chable, de sorte que l'autre extremit6 peut 8tre tre au
moyen formant sangle de passer de sa        d6tach6e du bagage pour etre
fix6e au bagage position d'extension & sa position de range-
auxiliaire. ment. 25. Bagage selon la revendication 24, dans lequel 19.
Bagage selon la revendication 18, dans lequel  20  ledit corps principal
comprend une gorge (290) ledit moyen de rappel est en outre associe
pratiqu6e dans l'un desdits 6l6ments de paroi, fonctionnellement audit bloc
coulissant, de sor-   ladite gorge etant adaptee pour recevoir le te que le
deplacement du bloc coulissant dans      moyen (288) formant sangle. ledit
premier sens amene ledit moyeri de rap- pel a se d6placer dans le premier
sens et que   25  26. Bagage selon la revendication 24, et compre- le
d6placement du moyen de rappel dans le          nant en outre un moyen
(298) prevu sur ledit deuxieme sens amene le bloc coulissant a se
corps principal en position adjacente au point d6placer dans le second
sons, en determinant        ob ladite une extremit6 (292) de la sangle est
ainsi le deplacement du moyen formant sangle       fix6e au bagage et
servant a fixer l'autre extre- de sa position d'extension a sa position de
3o    mit6 de ladite sangle de fagon d6tachable. rangement. 27. Bagage
selon la revendication 26, dans lequel 20. Bagage selon la revendication 1.
dans lequel       ledit ensemble formant poignee comprend ledit corps
principal comprend deux parties        aussi un moyen (286) servant a fixer
l'autre constitutives (250) destin6es a se d6placer  35    extr6mit6 de
ladite sangle de fagon d6tacha- face & face le long d'un plan d'opposition
face    ble. A face et le long duquel I'ensemble formant poignee (245) est
mont6. Y    21. Bagage selon la revendication 1, dans lequel  40 ladite
sangle allongee est ancree a l'elment coulissant (54, 245) de maniere a
8tre dissimu- W6e dans les limites du corps principal lorsque l'6l6ment
coulissant est retracte at & etre auto- matiquement exposee pour etre
utilisee lors-  45 que Fl'ement coulissant est amene a sa posi- tion
d'extension. 22. Bagage selon la revendication 21.^ uins lequel ledit
ensemble formant poign6ee'put Otre utili-  50 se pour transporter le
bagagbe ;lorsque l'ele- ment coulissant est dans Ia position retractee et
8tre utilis6 pour faire rouler le bagage le long de la surface de
support:lorsque l'element coulissant est dans la position d'extension.  55
23. Bagage selon la revendication 1. dans lequel ledit corps principal
comprend une pluralit6 15    


