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positions on the gray-scale image in the character 

recognition processing for each of the first 

characters; 

carrying out the character recognition 

5 processing to each of the plurality of first g 	aracter 

areas to calculate a character recognition 	suit and 

an evaluation value; 

determining the character recog 	tion result 

of the first character and a character 	osition of the 

10 first character based on the calculat d evaluation 

values; 	and 

determining an optimal c 	acter spacing size 

from the determined character pritions, 	and 

wherein said carrying 	ut the character 

15 recognition processing for a 	econd character 

comprises: 

setting a plural 	y of second character areas 

for each of positions o 	the gray-scale image 

according to the optil 	1 character spacing size; 

20 carrying oua the character recognition 

processing to each 4.f the plurality of second 

character areas 	calculate a character recognition 

result and an 	aluation value; and 

datefining the character recognition result 

25 of the seco 	character based on the character 

recognitio 	result and the evaluation value which are 

calculate 	for each of the plurality of second 

character areas. 

30 

5 

10 	A non-transitory computer readable recording 

me ium which stores a program for making a processing 

it to carry out character recognition processing to 

a gray-scale image obtained by picking up a character 

string of characters arranged in a specific direction, 

wherein when being executed, 	said program 

makes the processing unit carry out the following 
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steps: 

carrying out the character recognition 

processing for each of first characters as Nc 	iNc i 	an 

integer equal to or more than 2) 	characters from 

S end of the character string; 	and 

carrying out the character recognition  

processing for a second character different 1(rom the 

first characters, 

wherein said carrying out the c 	racter 

10 recognition processing for each of fir 	characters 

comprises: 

setting a plurality of firs 	character areas 

having various character area siz 	for each of 

positions on the gray-scale imag 	in the character 

15 recognition processing for eac of the first 

characters; 

carrying out the c -racter recognition 

processing to each of the 	1 rality of first character 

areas to calculate a ch 	acter recognition result and 

20 an evaluation value; 

determining 	he character recognition result 

of the first chara 	er based on the calculated 

evaluation valuesrr  and 

determ 	es a first optimal character area 

25 size from amo, 	the various character area sizes, 	and 

whe 	in said carrying out the character 

recognitio 	processing for a second character 

comprises: 

setting a plurality of second character areas 

30 havi 	the first optimal character area size for each 

of 	e sitions on the gray-scale image; 

carrying out the character recognition 

_ocessing to each of the plurality of second 

character areas to calculate a character recognition 

result and an evaluation value; 	and 

determining the character recognition result 
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of the second character based on the character 

recognition result and the evaluation value which ar 

calculated for each of the plurality of second 

character areas. 

5 

11. 	A non-transitory computer readable re ording 

medium which stores a program for making a p ocessing 

unit to carry out character recognition pressing to 

a gray-scale image obtained by picking u 	a character 

10 string of characters arranged in a spec= _lc direction, 

wherein when being executed, 	aid program 

makes the processing unit carry out 	he following 

steps: 

carrying out the charac 	r recognition 

15 processing for each of first cf..racters as Nc 	(Nc  is an 

integer equal to or more tha 	2) 	characters from an 

end of the character strin 	and 

carrying out the 	haracter recognition 

processing for a second, haracter different from the 

20 first characters, 

wherein said, carrying out the character 

recognition proces 	ng for each of first characters 

comprises: 

settinga plurality of first character areas 

25 having variou 	character area sizes for each of 

positions or/the gray-scale image in the character 

recognitio= processing for each of the first 

characters; 

carrying out the character recognition 

30 proc 	sing to each of the plurality of first character 

are 	to calculate a character recognition result and 

a 	evaluation value; 

determining the character recognition result 

of the first character and a character position of the 

first character based on the calculated evaluation 

values; 	and 
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determining an optimal character spacing s ze 

from the determined character positions, 	and 

wherein said carrying out the characte 

recognition processing for a second character 

5 comprises: 

setting a plurality of second cha 	cter areas 

for each of positions on the gray-scale 	age 

according to the optimal character spa 	ng size; 

carrying out the character r 	ognition 

10 processing to each of the plurality/f second 

character areas to calculate a ch 	acter recognition 

result and an evaluation value; 	id 

determining the charac er recognition result 

of the second character based aon the character 

15 recognition result and thevaluation value which are 

calculated for each of t _ plurality of second 

character areas. 
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positions on the gray-scale image in the character 

recognition processing for each of the first 

characters; 

carrying out the character recognition 

5 processing to each of the plurality of first character 

areas to calculate a character recognition result and 

an evaluation value; 

determining the character recognition result 

of the first character and a character position of the 

10 first character based on the calculated evaluation 

values; 	and 

determining an optimal character spacing size 

from the determined character positions, 	and 

wherein said carrying out the character 

15 recognition processing for a second character 

comprises: 

setting a plurality of second character areas 

for each of positions on the gray-scale image 

according to the optimal character spacing size; 

20 carrying out the character recognition 

processing to each of the plurality of second 

character areas to calculate a character recognition 

result and an evaluation value; and 

determining the character recognition result 

25 of the second character based on the character 

recognition result and the evaluation value which are 

calculated for each of the plurality of second 

character areas. 


