
A process for preparing a 1,3-propanediol-based polyester in which a
carbonyl-containing 1,3-propanediol stream is purified for reuse of the
1,3-propanediol. The process involves reacting, under condensation
polymerization conditions, terephtialic acid and a molar excess of
1,3-propanediol, with distillation and condensation of a major portion of
the unreacted 1,3-propanediol. To this condensed stream is added a
sufficient amount of base to raise the pH to a value greater than 7, and
from this base-containing condensate the 1,3-propanediol is distilled and
recycled to the polymerization reaction.    


