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with the other hand, or to brace the box against a rigid surface whilst moving the sliding element.

It would be desirable to provide a hinge-lid container with a sliding element, which provides
novel ways for the consumer to access the consumer goods within the container.

According to the present invention there is provided a container for consumer goods
comprising a housing with a box and a lid, and a sliding element. The box comprises a box back
wall, a box top wall, a first box side wall and a second box side wall. The first box side wall and the
second box side wall each comprise an elongate slit. The two elongate slits are substantially
parallel. The lid is hingedly connected to the box along a hinge line, extending across the box back
wall. The sliding element is mounted in the elongate slits of the box side walls for movement
therealong between a first position, in which the lid is closed, and a second position, in which the lid
is open. The lid comprises a lid flap. The lid flap is arranged between the box and the sliding
element such that an engagement of the lid flap and the sliding element is capable of opening the
lid. The lid flap is capable of engaging with the sliding element during movement of the sliding

element from the first position to the second position.
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retention tabs preferably lie between the inner surface of the sliding element and the outer surface
of the consumer goods.

Preferably, the ends of the two elongate slits determine the first position and the second
position of the sliding element. In the first position, the sliding element is thus positioned at one end
of the two elongate slits, whilst in the second position the sliding element is positioned at the
opposed end of the two elongate slits. This arrangement makes it particularly simple to move the
sliding-element into the first or second position.

The terms “front”, “back”, “upper”, “lower”, “side”, “top”, “bottom” and other terms used to
describe relative positions of the components of containers according to the invention refer to the
container in an upright position with the lid at the top end and the hinge on the back. When
describing containers according to the present invention, these terms are used irrespective of the

orientation of the container being described.
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direction in order to close the container.

The lid of the housing of containers according to the invention may be pivotable about a
hinge line extending across the back wall of the housing. The lid may be the entire upper part of
the housing, or just a portion thereof. For example, in a particularly preferred embodiment, the lid
forms an upper corner of the housing and is pivotable about a hinge line extending across the back
wall thereof.

The housing of containers according to the present invention houses the smoking articles or
other consumer goods to be provided within the container. In certain embodiments of the invention,
the housing may fully enclose the consumer goods contained therein when the lid is closed. In
alternative embodiments of the invention, the housing is at least partially open on its front side such
that the housing only partially encloses the consumer goods. In such embodiments, the container
preferably further comprises an outer sleeve which covers any open sides of the housing. The outer
sleeve preferably only partially encloses the housing, such that movement of the sliding element

and the hinge lid is not obstructed.
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movement therealong between a first position, in which the second lid is closed and a second
position, in which the second lid is open.

In containers according to the invention comprising first and second sliding elements, the
first sliding element may be mounted within the same elongate slits as the second sliding element.
Alternatively, the first sliding element may be mounted in elongate slits which are different to the
one or more elongate slits in which the second sliding element is mounted.

The first and second lids of container according to the invention may be opened and closed
inde'pendently from each other by moving the first and second sliding elements, respectively,
relative to the housing. The smoking articles or other consumer goods within the housing may
therefore be accessed either by opening the first lid, or by opening the second lid.

Containers according to the invention comprising two lids may, if desired, contain two
different types of consumer goods, such that a first type is accessible through the first lid and a
second type is accessible through the second lid. For example, the housing may contain two
separate bundles of smoking articles, wherein the smoking articles contained in one bundle may be
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limtation:. One or two transverse rounded or bevelled edges on the front wall, and/or one or two
transverse rounded or bevelled edges on the back wall.

- One longitudinal rounded edge and one longitudinal bevelled edge on the front wall, and/or
one transverse rounded edge and one transverse bevelled edge on the back wall.

- One or two transverse rounded or bevelled edges on the front wall and one or two
longitudinal rounded or bevelled edges on the front wall.

- Two longitudinal rounded or bevelled edges on a first side wall or two transverse rounded
or bevelled edges on the second side wall.

Where the container comprises one or more rounded edges and is made from a laminar
blank, preferably the blank comprises three, four, five, six or seven scoring lines or creasing lines to
form each rounded edge in the assembled container. The scoring lines or creasing lines may be
either on the inside of the container or on the outside of the container. Preferably, the scoring lines

or creasing lines are spaced from each other by between about 0.3 mm and 4 mm.
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that the bevel reaches into first of the container tha
i nt o tPAekage sIReking prticisp |9q{gd|%rﬁuéquélhmlted to, conventlonal lit-end cigarettes, cigars or

cigarillos, heated smoking articles comprising a combustible fuel element or heat source and an
aerosol-generating substrate (for example cigarettes of the type disclosed in US-A-4,714,082) and
smoking articles for use with electrical smoking systems (for example cigarettes of the type
disclosed in US-A-5,692,525).

Through an appropriate choice of the dimensions thereof, containers according to the
invention may be designed to hold different total numbers of smoking articles, or different
arrangements of smoking articles. For example, through an appropriate choice of the dimensions
thereof, containers according to the invention may be designed to hold a total of between ten and
thirty smoking articles.

Containers according to the invention may hold one, two, three four or five separate bundles
of consumer goods. The separate bundles may be arranged substantially parallel to the front wall
and to the back wall or substantially perpendicular to the front wall and to the back wall.

The smoking articles may be arranged in a bundle in different collations, depending on the
total number of smoking articles, the dimensions of the smoking articles or the cross sectional
shape of the container. For example, the smoking articles may be arranged in a bundle in a single



Cont ai ners according to the invention nmay be used as packages for a variety
of consuner goods. In a particularly preferred enbodi nent, containers
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Preferably, the dimensions of the container are adapted to the length of the smoking

articles, and the coliation of the smoking articles. Typically, the outer dimensions of the container
are between about 0.5 mm to about 5 mm larger than the dimensions of the bundle of smoking
articles housed inside the container.

Preferably, containers according to the invention have a height of between about 60 mm
and about 150 mm, more preferably a height of between about 70 mm and about 125 mm, wherein
the height is measured from the top wall to the bottom wall of the container.

Preferably, containers according to the invention have a width of between about 12 mm and
about 150 mm, more preferably a width of between about 70 mm and about 125 mm, wherein the
width is measured from the first side wall to the second side wall of the container.

Preferably, containers according to the invention have a depth of between about 6 mm and
about 100 mm, more preferably a depth of between about 12 mm and about 25 mm wherein the
depth is measured from the front wall to the back wall of the container (comprising the hinge
between box and lid).
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hei ghtcomalrldne atgordibgbkthedhvention triay biecitdeast pértiallyecdyesedwithklaogiier, metallisation,
holograms, luminescent material, or any other materials that alter the feel, odour or appearance of
the container.

Where the inner housing of a container according to the present invention contains one or
more bundles of smoking articles, the smoking articles are preferably wrapped in an inner liner of,
for example, metal foil or metallised paper.

Where the container comprises smoking articles, the container may further comprise waste-
compartments (for example for ash or butts) or other consumer goods, for example matches,
lighters, extinguishing means, breath-fresheners or electronics. The other consumer goods may be
attached to the outside of the container, contained within the container along with the smoking
articles, in a separate compartment of the container or combinations thereof.

Where the box of a container according to the present invention contains a bundle of
cigarettes or other elongate smoking articles, the smoking articles are preferably wrapped in an
inner liner of, for example, metal foil or metallised paper.

Once filled, containers according to the invention may be shrink wrapped or otherwise over
wrapped with a transparent polymeric film of, for example, polyethylene or polypropylene in a
conventional manner. Where containers according to the invention are over wrapped, the over

wrapper may include a tear tape.
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As seen most clearly in the exploded view of Figure 3, the housing 4 is formed of an inner sleeve
12 around the wrapped bundle 8. The container further comprises an outer sleeve 10 around the
inner sleeve 12 and bundle 8.
The outer sleeve 10 comprises a first outer sleeve side wall 14, a second outer sleeve side
wall 15, an outer steeve back walf 20, an outer sleeve top wall 16, an outer sleeve bottom wall 19,
and an outer sleeve front wall 18. The sleeve front wall 18 is substantially the same length as the
container 2, while the outer sleeve back wall 20 has a length of approximately one fifth of the length
of the container 2. The outer sleeve 10 does not cover a section of the inner sleeve 12, that section
extending over the outer sleeve top wall 16, the outer sleeve side walls 14 and the outer sleeve
back wall 20. The missing section is to provide sufficient space to allow movement of the sliding
element 6.
The inner sleeve 12 comprises a box 21 and a lid 28. The box 21 comprises a first box side
wall 22, a second box side wall 24 opposed to the first box side wall 22, a top wall 26, a bottom wall
23 and a back wall 25. The box front side of the inner sleeve 12 is open, to enable insertion of the

wrapped bundle 8 during assembly of the container 2.



present invention, in a first, closed position. Figure 2 shows a
perspective view of the container of Figure 1, in a second, open position.
Fi gure 3 wbawn/mssiexpl oded vi ew of the container of Fi gBCE&gEP2002/000322
Figures 4a, 4b and 4c show, respectively, the |am nar blanks for form ng
the inner part and the outer part of the housing and the sliding el enent of
the container of Figures 1 to 3. The blanks are not drawn to scale. Figure
5 shows a perspective view of a contaifer according to a second embodi nment
of the present invention, in an open position. The reference nunmerals used
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22 andhé eddraxingldesnd irdef awalitionAdretzntipn tabs AR estehding ritomatHeyedges of the first
slider side wall 36 and the second slider side wall 38, respectively. The retention tabs 40 are each
folded inwards by approximately 180 degrees, towards the inner surface of the slider 6. During
assembly of the container 2, the retention tabs 40 are inserted through the elongate slits 30 in the
box side walls 22, 24 of the outer sleeve 12, respectively. The retention tabs 40 therefore lie
between the outer sleeve 12 and the wrapped bundle 8.

The first slider side wall 36 and the second slider side wall 38 are each made up of an inner
panel 43 and an outer panel 36, 38. Each of the inner panels 43 is formed from a pair of tabs
extending from the opposed upper and lower edges of the outer panel 36, 38 and adhered to the
inner surface of the outer panel 36, 38.

Once the container 2 is assembled, the slider 6 is moveable within the elongate slits 30
between the first, closed position shown in Figure 1 and the second, open position shown in Figure
2. The ciosed position and the open position are determined by the position of the upper and lower
ends of the pair of elongate slits 30.

In the closed position, the slider 6 has been moved as far upwards as possible within the
elongate slits 30. As shown in Figure 1, when the slider 6 is in the closed position, it overlies the
hinge lid 28 and the hinge line 37 in the box back wall 20 so that the hinge lid 28 is unable to pivot



vertical, elongate slit 30, or cut out. The elongate slits 30 are
substantially the sane |l ength and width as each other and are substantially
opposed twoeaotnIegiher. The inner sleeve 12 further conpPCIEP2@091003228. The
lid 28 is hinged to the box back wall 25 across a fold line 37 and
conprises a lid back wall 35, alid top wall 3 1, and two |id side walls
33. The lid includes an additional |lid flap 45 (not visible in Figures 1 to
3) extending fromthe upper edge of thg-lid back wall 35 down beyond the
position of the hinge line 37. The lid flap 45 conprises a first lid flap
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Figure 4a shows the blank 50 from which the outer sleeve 10 is made. Figure 4b shows the
blank 60 from which the inner sleeve 12 is made. Figure 4c shows the blank 70 from which the
slider 6 is made. All of the blanks 50, 60, 70 are made from laminar cardboard and fold lines are
indicated by dashed lines.

In order to form the container 2, the inner sleeve 12 and slider 6 are first formed from the
laminar blanks 60, 70 shown in Figures 4b and 4c, respectively. Then, the slider is mounted in the
elongate slits 30 by folding the retention tabs 40 by 180 degrees and inserting them through the
elongate slits 30. The wrapped bundle 8 is then inserted into the inner sleeve 12. Finally, the outer
sleeve 10 is formed around the inner sleeve 12 and wrapped bundle 8, from the laminar blank 50
shown in Figure 4a.

The container 100 shown in Figure 5 is rectangular parallelepipedal in shape and comprises
a housing 104, a first sliding element 106 and a second sliding element 106’. The housing 104
contains two adjacent bundles. In a similar manner to the container 2 shown in Figures 1 to 3 and
described above, the housing 104 is formed of an inner sleeve 112 around the bundle 108, and an

outer sleeve 110 around the inner sleeve 112 and bundle 108.



In the closed position, the slider 6 has been noved as far upwards as
possible within the elongate slits 30. As shown in Figure 1, when the
slider 6 wWe2r/mbsascl osed position, it overlies the hi ngeTiEPd2B0B2 t he
hinge line 37 in the box back wall 20 so that the hinge lid 28 is unable to
pi vot about the hinge line 37. The upper edges of the slider 6 are at
substantially the sane | evel as the upper edges of the outer sleeve 10.
Conversely, in the open position, the_gjider 6 has been noved as far
downwar ds as possible within the slits 30. As shown in Figure 2, when the
slider 6 is in the open 805|t|0n t he upper edges thereof are gositioned

bel ow t he Hhﬁgélt¢f|31|?@V371 gomREsasokrentvvaliva ibeclowals ppresed &g therfeont Walhea lowetoes
not  olgdyr H%ft Elh@ VRN G NOright sidacwdll MBI fréil wil- anbiNsack il &re %dﬂ@hl&d%st@tﬁbe
opening tab extending Tromthe upper edge of the suﬁgfr gackdggk

and fd’%ﬂ%ﬂtherﬁﬁé!ﬁfée' B0 dp pessriias é’Tey°'1tSbs E%Gr%@gmp?ﬁﬁér thedowsy, %mnfeéce
of theyevkbdep, éaena}@qeéshﬁarc@rﬁgwraeftha Wasy @aﬁ@réabmcbftﬁmnwnog tab 42 of
the slider 6 Iies m$§$ the s | Wﬁg' Wa % | #f F

35. During ﬁ@éﬂneaé'eﬁ is 967 SEMIoG SPRSYLENIN B At O 8|"H‘§éa eﬁ\‘fs Plg aH‘eé
downwastfes6ribedGiboos extdp tap Bothngpeadoriels of thifithes bleder 1 Egragastovdrévide & éirst

b 34 of the lid f .45 d.fl 45 ] Ll d
oP e, MR G ol shebhd o TR Vs AstEri S BRABIAL 9 ipim o
Si nce ih loppogite di deatpnné&o ieactc otheesb@d oppogedefoldi lings ekteddi@@ acrobe theofrenbaand dack
ove s B i Bk Sledve?fiar respRURER, \Afiy RLOGPIdehfbar Eoriln kb L HACfa RS BYSI 12
flap 4ontained atbemis ftane tHfeoligber iedge béea&heof thia dront dnd bagk yalisedf tB@ inned siehve
seconq l,id flap panel 32 as the slider 6 is noved towards the open

p05|t|on The further the slider 6 is noved downwards, the nore the lid
flap 45 beride lgBoand tight stidergel06i 186'3greabrih tof ddeftiealt canstryation rig tae sfideri of

hi nge Joh% irfep 2f 5%@%&&&5‘%%@%& '\A%S} in & ;ﬂWcﬁ ﬁﬁos%h% gbftesied %U(mﬁﬂe frin@m
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wr apped bundle 8 is then inserted |nto the i nner sleeve 12. Finally, the
out er



sl eeve 10 is fornmed around the inner sleeve 12 and w apped bundle 8, from
the I am nar blank 50 shown in Figure 4a. The contai ner 100 shown in Figure
5 i s rectwogoiengiar al | el epi pedal in shape and conpri segCa/Eroasiong2404, a
first sliding elenent 106 and a second sliding el enent 106'. The housi ng
104 contains two adjacent bundles. In a simlar manner to the container 2
shown in Figures 1 to 3 and descri bed above, the housing 104 is forned of
an inner sleeve 112 around the bundl e 4{8, and an outer sleeve 110 around
the inner sleeve 112 and bundl e 108. The outer sleeve 110 conprises a front
wal |, a back wall opposed to the front wall, a lower wall, a left side wall
and aq' QJMS side wall. The front wall and back wal | are rectangular in
shape. Wen the container 100 is assenbl ed, the outer sleeve enconpasses
only the lower of the inner sleeve 112, extendlng | ess than one third of
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positions. “Figure shows the container 100 w't hinge I1d cl osed and
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goods conprising: a housing conpr|5|ng a box, wherein the box conprises a
box b cand box side
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subst ant.l al araIIe ac t he housing further conprising a lid
wher ei e'f‘ﬁ%l)’?/th(% Opgc’?ﬁ nge %or?nge I%‘ to the box
3. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the sliding element comprises an

opening flap folded against the inner surface thereof, which is engageable with the lid flap of the
housing as the sliding element is moved from the first position to the second position.

4. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the box further comprises a front wall
opposite of the back wall, wherein the housing further comprises a second lid pivotable about a
second hinge line extending across the box front wall and wherein the container further comprises
a second sliding element mounted within the two elongate slits or separate elongate slits of the box
side walls for movement therealong between a first position, in which the second lid is closed and a

second position, in which the second lid is open.
5. A container according to any preceding claim further comprising an outer sleeve.

6. A container according to any preceding claim, wherein the sliding element comprises a first
side wall and a second side wall arranged parallel to the box side walls and wherein the sliding



across a hinge line, extending across the box back wall; and a first
sliding elenent nounted in the elongate slits of the box side walls for
novenment wbensalveslg between a first position, in which Phg/HPREI0893et osed,
and a second position, in which the |lid is open, wherein the |lid conprises
alid flap, and wherein the lid flap is arranged between the sliding

el enrent and the box such that an engagenent of the lid flap and the sliding
el ement is capable of opening the |id4and wherein the Iid flap is capable
of engaging with the sliding el enent during novenent of the sliding el enent

fromthe first position to cond posi tion according to
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indinﬁ el enent i s deflnﬁg E¥ B osed end of the elongate slit. 3. A
cont aPA%fe aew%ﬁ'??gnf'ﬁle 3 8.“1? ‘cl ai m wherein the sliding el enent
conpri ses an openi ng flap f ol ded agalnst the i nner surface thereof, which
is engageahle with t ousing a sl.iding el enent is
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accordi ng to any precedi ng cl ai mwherein the box further conprises a front
wal | ppos
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front btmknnchndasvwmorenwetsnbstemmlmpa@ilelfelemgaé;e sltporut eets. a second sliding

el ement nmounted within the two elongate slits or separate elongate slits of
the box side walls for novenent thereal ong between a first position, in

whi ch8t he Addakdcrerdingdo elaiys 8.dviateindhekliadinig masigifionbeardhaardvhi ch t he second
lid is open. 5. A container according to any preceding claimfurther
conprising an outer sleeve. 6. A container according to any preceding
claim wherein the sliding elenent conprises a first side wall and a second
side wall arranged parallel to the box side walls and wherein the

slidingel enent further conprises retention tabs depending from each side
wal | of the sliding elenent, wherein the retention tabs are fol ded by about
180 degrees through the respective elongate slits and rest against the

i nside of the box side walls. 7. A container according to any preceding

cl ai m conprising snmoking articles. 8. A blank for making the housing of a
contai ner according to any preceding claim wherein the blank includes two
or nore substantially parallel, elongate slits or cut outs. 9. A blank
according to claim8, wherein the blank is nade from cardboard.



