TURBI NE COVPONENT TRAI LI NG EDGE AND PLATFORM RESTORATI ON BY LASER CLADDI NG
BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON [0001] This invention relates to repair of gas
turbi ne engi ne conponents and, nore particularly, to a method for restoring
a sul phidation section of a turbine airfoil platform and an eroded turbine
airfoil trailing edge. [0002] Conventional gas turbine engines typically
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combustion, and particles within the flow of hot gases, wear against and erode the blades,

vanes, and other turbine engine components, which often changes the originally designed
dimensions. Turbine vanes, for example, are formed in the shape of an airfoil and include a
leading edge and a trailing edge that define a chordwidth there between. An aspect ratio
between the chordwidth and a thickness of the airfoil determines the aerodynamic efficiency
of the turbine vane. Disadvantageously, the trailing edge of the turbine vane is susceptible to
wear and erosion. As the trailing edge erodes, the length of the chordwidth dimension of the
turbine vane decreases. Thus, the aspect ratio between the chordwidth and the airfoil
thickness decreases, thereby decreasing the aerodynamic efficiency of the turbine vane.
[0004] Conventional engine component repair techniques have been adapted to
repair component microcracks, from fatigue for example, but are undesirable for several
reasons. One conventional repair method includes brazing the engine component to repair the
microcracks. Typically, brazing includes heating the engine component or relatively large
zone of the engine component at high temperatures to melt a braze filler to fill the
microcracks. The high temperatures may result in undesirable residual thermal stress in the
engine component and undesirable changes in the metallic microstructure of the repaired
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zone of the engine conponent at high tenperatures to nelt a braze filler to
fill the mcrocracks. The high tenperatures may result in undesirable
residual thermal stress in the engine conmponent and undesirabl e changes in
the metallic mcrostructure of the repaired areas. 1 [0005] Accordingly,
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depositing the laser cladding to produce an oversized trailing edge thickness and then
machining down the oversized trailing edge thickness to produce the restored trailing edge
thickness. In one example, the eroded trailing edge is abraded to clean away oxidation and
contamination before laser cladding.

[0008] Accordingly, the disclosed examples provide methods of restoring a
turbine airfoil and platform of an engine component to an original shape to prolong the useful
life of the engine component without inducing high levels of residual stress in the engine

component.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] The various features and advantages of this invention will become
apparent to those skilled in the art from the following detailed description of the currently
preferred embodiment. The drawings that accompany the detailed description can be briefly
described as follows.

[0010] Figure 1 shows an example combustion engine.

[0011] Figure 2 shows example turbine vane and platforms.

[0012] Figure 3 shows a cross-section of the turbine vane shown in Figure 2.

[0013] Figure 4 shows an eroded trailing edge of the turbine vane shown in

Figure 3.



apparent to those skilled in the art fromthe foll ow ng detail ed description
of the currently preferred enbodi nent. The draw ngs that acconpany the
detail ed description can be briefly described as follows. [0010] Figure 1
shows an exanpl e conbustion engine. [0011] Figure 2 shows exanple turbine
vane and platfornms. [0012] Figure 3 shows a cross-section of the turbine
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[0019] Figure 1 illustrates selected portions of an example combustion engine 10,

such as a gas turbine engine for an aircraft. In this example, the combustion engine 10
includes a compressor section 12, a combustor section 14, and a turbine section 16. The
combustion engine 10 operates in a known manner, feeding compressed air or oxidizer from
the compressor section 12 to the combustor section 14. The compressed air or oxidizer is
mixed with fuel and reacts to produce a flow of hot gases 18. The turbine section 16
transforms the flow of hot gases 18 into mechanical energy to drive the compressor section
12.  An exhaust nozzle 20 directs the hot gases 18 out of the combustion engine 10 to
provide thrust to the aircraft or other vehicle.

[0020] In the illustrated example, the turbine section 16 includes alternating rows
of rotary airfoils or blades 22 and static airfoils or vanes 24. The vanes 24 are arranged in
various stages, such a first stage, a second stage, a third stage, a fourth stage, etc. The blades
22 and vanes 24 are formed from a superalloy metal material, such as a cobalt or nickel
superalloy in a casting, forging, or other known manufacturing process.

[0021] Referring to Figure 2, the vane 24 is fused to corresponding platforms 40a
and 40b that support the vane 24 in the combustion engine 10 in a known manner. The
platform 40a supports a radially outer portion of the vane 24 and the platform 40b supports a

radially inward portion of the vane 24.



12. An exhaust nozzle 20 directs the hot gases 18 out of the conbustion
engine 10 to provide thrust to the aircraft or other vehicle. [0020] In the
illustrated exanple, the turbine section 16 includes alternating rows of
rotary airfoils or blades 22 and static airfoils or vanes 24. The vanes 24
are arranged in various stages, such a first stage, a second stage, a third
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aer odyngficfency, while a relatively smaller aspect ratio corresponds to a lesser aerodynamic
efficiency.

[0025] Figure 4 shows a more detailed view of the section shown in Figure 3. In
the illustrated example, the dotted line 54 represents an eroded surface of the trailing edge 38.
In one example, the eroded surface 54 is the result of field operation of the combustion
engine 10. A solid line 56 represents an original surface of the trailing edge 38. The original
surface 56 refers to a shape and dimension of the trailing edge 38 before erosion. Thus, the
original surface 56 may be the as-cast or as-forged condition of the trailing edge 38 of a
newly manufactured vane 24. Alternatively, the original surface 56 is the as-designed
dimension of the trailing edge 38 as found in a combustion engine 10 design manual.

[0026] Over time, the friction of hot gases 18 from the combustor section 14, soot,
or particles in the hot gas flow 18 erode away the original surface 56 to produce the eroded
surface 54. The erosion reduces the chordwidth 44 dimension by an amount 58 and the
thickness dimension 46 by an amount 60, which reduces the aerodynamic efficiency of the
vane 24 as described above. If the chordwidth 44 and thickness 46 are, respectively, less than
a threshold chordwidth or threshold thickness, it is desirable to repair the trailing edge 38. In

one example, the thresholds are called out in a design manual of the vane 24.
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efficiency, while a relatively smaller aspect ratio corresponds to a | esser
aerodynam c efficiency. [0025] Figure 4 shows a nore detailed view of the
section shown in Figure 3. In the illustrated exanple, the dotted |ine 54
represents an eroded surface of the trailing edge 38. 1In one exanple, the
eroded surface 54 is the result of field operation of the conbustion engine
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[0030] As the filler material 74 is deposited, a laser consolidates (i.e., melts and
fuses) the filler material 74 in a known manner. The melting and fusing of the filler material
74 is relatively rapid and accurate, which provides the benefit of a fast vane 24 repair cycle
time and a high degree of repeatability. Furthermore, laser cladding melts and fuses a
relatively small trailing edge 38 and filler material 74 volume to minimize the size of the heat
affected zone of the trailing edge, which is a drawback of prior art brazing and welding that
result in relatively large heat affected zones.
[0031] The consolidated filler material 74 builds-up on the trailing edge 38 to
form an oversized cladded portion 80 that is bonded to the original superalloy material at the
eroded surface 54 of the vane 24. The oversized cladded portion 80 is larger than the original
surface 56 in the thickness 46 dimension by an amount 82 and larger than the chordwidth
dimension 44 by an amount 84. This provides the benefit of ensuring that trailing edge 38 is
built-up enough to completely restore the chordwidth 44 and thickness 46 dimensions to the
original airfoil shape.
[0032] After the oversized cladded portion 80 is deposited on the trailing edge 38,
the oversized cladded portion 80 is machined to the chordwidth 44 and thickness 46

dimensions of the original surface 56. In one example, the machining includes known
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direction D2 (transverse to DI) to gradually build-up (as indicated by the
arrow 78) the chordwi dth 44 of the vane 24. (0029] In one exanple, the
filler material 74 is of a simlar conposition to the superalloy used to
originally formthe vane 24 to pronote a strong bond between the cl addi ng
and the original superalloy of the vane 24. I n another exanple, the filler
material .is a Ssition according to the standard,set forth in AMS 5837.
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sulphidation section 90 without sulphidation pits 92.

[0036] Referring to Figure 7, after cleaning, filler material 74 is deposited on the
sulphidation section 90 in a manner similar to as described above for laser cladding of the
trailing edge 38. As the filler material 74 is deposited, a laser consolidates (i.e., melts and
fuses) the filler material 74. The melting and fusing of the filler material 74 is relatively
rapid and accurate, which provides the benefit of a fast platform 40b repair cycle time and a
high degree of repeatability.

[0037] Referring to Figure 8, the consolidated filler material 74 builds-up on the
sulphidation section 90 to form an oversized cladded portion 94 that fills the sulphidation pits
92 and fuses to the original superalloy material of the sulphidation section 90. The oversized
cladded portion 94 is larger than an original surface dimension (indicated at 96) of the
underside 42 to ensure that there is enough laser cladding to completely restore the original
dimensions and shape of the underside 42. The oversized cladded portion 94 is then
machined to the original surface dimension 96 (Figure 9) in a known manner and provides a
smooth transition area from the laser cladding to the original, non-repaired portions of the

platform 40b.



t he underside 42 includes a sul phidation section 90 having sul phidation pits
92, also known as dinples, that extend into the underside 42 surface. The
sul phidation pits 92 are a result of corrosive attack, also known as hot
corrosion, which is usually caused by sul phates such as Na2SO4 and ot her
contam nants in the hot gas 18. [00341 To restore the underside 42 of the
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conpletely restore the original dinmensions and shape of the underside 42.
The oversized cl added portion 94 is then nachined to the original surface
di rension 96 (Figure 9) in a known manner and provides a snooth transition
area fromthe |l aser cladding to the original, non-repaired portions of the




pl atform 40b. 6 [0038] The above exanpl es disclose a nethod for restoring
the vane 24, or other turbine conponent. The trailing edge 38 of the vane
24 is eroded away during operation of the conbustion engine 10, which
reduces the aerodynam c efficiency of the turbine vane 24. The eroded
portion of the trailing edge 38 is cleaned and | aser cladding is used to
rebuild the trailing edge 38. Thusgﬂégiﬁ hord wi dth 44 and thickness 46
di mrensions of the vane 24 are rest near original dinmensions to

i ncrease the aerodynami c efficiency of the vane 24 and extend the |life of
the vane 24. Furthernore, the sul phidation section 90 of the underside 42
of the pl atfbrm 48pnéthod plrgsieningndas aukine cmgu@lgmnp@lembsmcdu@ng e mnsglfhal

di mensi ons and RE of.. t he Iatf 40Dh. 3 Al t hou

erbodt ment of ¢ & epdiith ARsChaB 4G pldithicy GEPUEP BRbRSRERS oii 1
i n thiscemponemihad recogni ze that certain nodifications would come wthin
the scope of this invention. For that reason, the follow ng clains should be
studied to deter(ﬁ)rlféeltmsﬂlﬂdﬁémgél@p@l%mﬂat@bﬂitt‘éMOdG@e%Fﬁs@rﬁ sfaceon. 7 CLAI MG
1. A nethod of restoring a gas turbine engine conponent, including the steps
of: (a) depositing a filler material onto a sul phidation section of a

turbine engipe CcThPoRVI asaededin JIARET, \cmaﬁlthaailbmgatﬁd}eséchbﬂl ef stept(®ri al
to produce a restored surface. 2. The method as recited in Caim1l, wherein

the sul Pkludas swWphideian mihpastiony, apd ptap (bliiAelndesddlling thensudpidasiongit PYERRS ns,

and ste ing the sul phidation pit portions to produce the
restore Ogg%?ggﬁkug$§$khkhethod as recited in daim1l, including step (c)

cl eaning the sul phidation section before step (b) 4. The method as recited
in Caim3, wherein ste conmpri ses abradi ng
3. The meth%d(as)remtegen Claim 1, inc aludmg step (c) cleaning the sulphidation

section before step (b).

4. The method as recited in Claim 3, wherein step (c) comprises abrading the

sulphidation section.

5. The method of Claim 1, wherein the sulphidation section is a turbine platform

surface that faces in a radially inward direction relative to a turbine engine central axis.

6. The method of Claim 4, wherein step (b) includes laser consolidating the filler
material to produce an oversized platform thickness that is greater than a restored platform

thickness.

7. The method of Claim 5, including step (c) machining the oversized platform

thickness to produce the restored platform thickness.

8. A gas turbine engine including a compressor section, a combustion section,
and a turbine section, the turbine section having a turbine airfoil restored according to the

method recited in Claim 1.



sul phidation section. 5. The nethod of Caim1, wherein the sul phidation
section is a turbine platform surface that faces in a radially inward
direction relative to a turbine engine central axis. 6. The nmethod of daim
4, wherein step (b) includes |aser consolidating the filler material to
produce an oversized platformthickness that is greater than a restored
platform thickness. 7. The nethod of Caimb5, including step (c) machi ning
the oversized platform thickness to produce the restored platform

thi ckness. 89 A gﬁ%étHécbbﬂ%sl%ﬂgg AQat ﬁmlnuslleﬁ@n@c&ﬁmeﬁ@slwlucﬁﬁgmeogﬂeps%f
conbustion section, and a turbine section, the turbine section havi n?
turbine airfoil resdepesiinge tasei ¢lgdding phan ‘enededdehilieg edgedofi mtchmermirfoil;8 9. A
nmet hod of, restoring a gas turbine engi ne conmponent, including the steps of:
(a) dep%3| ting a laser cladding on an eroded trailing edge of a turbine
airfoil; and (b) (U)?ﬁbﬂhbﬁh@ aafegt@gmfagqlgtg@hltma]gleg@lge t hi ckness. 10. The

nmet hod of Caim9, further including the step of producing an oversi zed
trailing edge thickness that is greater than the restored trailing edge

t hi ckness. T f i her includes the
step of mac I'ni rr:gh‘?ﬁ] o@e&sﬁ:@e 9”1‘%%&%%02%@ S%) Spémdﬁ G t}'ggm%éﬂe

r est or egailih@edgendicka@s thdt iy ghlsmesshan il%reﬁfbtbdnﬁilh%dec@fe tiatiaieds. 9 l ncl udi ng
depositing the laser cladding in step (a) along a first direction to
produce the restored trailing edge thickness and further including the step
of depositing;a s didg g S Nnat.h [
transverse tgl t he?ﬁfﬁgcg%@%%?egia?gniq]owg%% uggpa&)ﬁ% (ljlglleé&q‘lio(rgd%ted%p of

di nensi machofinghehet ovdosingl arailingy ledgel 3hicHiess not produad thd aesro@d frailinpeedge

i ncl udi ng the step of determ ning whether a thickness of the eroded

trailin ¥ is less than a threshold trailing edge thickness and

12.  The method of Claim 9, including depositing the laser cladding in step (a)
along a first direction to produce the restored trailing edge thickness and further including the
step of depositing a second laser cladding along a second direction that is transverse to the

first direction to produce a restored chordwidth dimension of the turbine airfoil.

13.  The method of Claim 9, further including the step of determining whether a
thickness of the eroded trailing edge is less than a threshold trailing edge thickness and
depositing the laser cladding on the eroded trailing edge in response to the thickness of the

eroded trailing edge being less than the threshold trailing edge thickness.

14. The method of Claim 9, wherein the turbine airfoil of step (a) includes a
corresponding platform, and further including the step of depositing a filler material onto a
sulphidation section of the platform and laser consolidating the filler material to produce a

restored surface on the platform.



depositing the laser cladding on the eroded trailing edge in response to the
t hi ckness of the eroded trailing edge being |less than the threshold
trailing edge thickness. 14. The nmethod of Claim$9, wherein the turbine
airfoil of step (a) includes a corresponding platform and further
including the step of depositing a filler material onto a sul phidation
section of the platformand | aser consolidating the filler material to
produce a restored surface on the platform 9 15. A gas turbine engi ne
conponent compri SiAngks tdbinéedii@ cahdpbRédt cBptiliag:m i ncl udi ng a sul phi dation
section; a restore E]atfopn1surfage that includes a |aser cladding portion
bonded to said salyhingairfeihpledem asludim a Hphidatigiotgerion;of C ai m 15, wherein
t he sul phi dation t i se ori.gina u l,l ay rti ded to
t he | aser cladding%%%@%ﬁdﬁaﬁggfa¥§ggggﬁﬁgﬁ ﬁg;%#gff§F%9 ,W§ﬁ8é£§ﬁ%§9§

t ur bi nesad silphidatiévisdgod | eadi ng edge and a trailing edge, said trailing
edge having a second | aser cladding portion that conprises at |east a
portion of a chordw dth dinmension of said turbine airfoil. 18. The conponent
of (dlai m 15, \gher g0 Saldnlll AYHER 1SN wRECH BR JASLUARS sSHLPRLARLIANPI LS.
19. A gas turbine engine including a tonpressor ction, a conbustion

sect i onprigianlicsupertallo P poreios dohdeto thalagertcladdingepdéet.i on i ncl udi ng said turbine
platformas recited in daim 15. 10

17.  The component of Claim 15, including a turbine airfoil having a leading edge
and a trailing edge, said trailing edge having a second laser cladding portion that comprises at

least a portion of a chordwidth dimension of said turbine airfoil.

18.  The component of Claim 15, wherein said sulphidation section includes
sulphidation pits.
19. A gas turbine engine including a compressor section, a combustion section,

and a turbine section, said turbine section including said turbine platform as recited in Claim

15.

10





