ABSTRACT Di scl osed are a novel hydantoin racemase and a process for
produci ng an optically active N-carbanylamno acid or an optically active
am no acid using the hydantoin racenase. A novel hydantoin racenase
isolated and purified fromBacillus sp. Strain KNK519HR; a gene encoding
t he hydantoin racenmase; a reconbinant plasmd having the gene introduced
therein; a transformant having the hydantoin racenase gene introduced
therein; and a. process for producing an optically active N carbanylam no
acid or an optically active amno_acid characterized in that a
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