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An encodi ng controller conprises offset hol ding neans
for holding an offset corresponding to the tine by

whi ch the sound signal is to be encoded earlier than
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(530) (57) Abstract: An encoding controller comprises offset holding
means for holding an offset corresponding to the time by which
the sound signal is to be encoded earlier than the video signal dur-
(j” ing chapter recording, recording mode judging means for judging
BRT—RR whether or not seamless connection between a chapter and its suc-
ceeding chapter is possible and for setting an initial value of the
offset according to the judgment result, offset updating means for
‘i, l updating the offset according to the progress of the encoding of
the video signal and sound signal, and recording control means
A7 EFE for issuing an instruction to start or stop the encoding of the video
signal and sound signal according to the offset. Thus the encod-
] ing is controlled according the offset between the video signal and
513 sound signal, and seamless connection between chapters can be
ATy made without causing any temporal difference between the video
— signal and sound signal.
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