VoD FI ABLE PARTI TI ON BOOT RECORD FOR A

COVPUTER MEMORY DEVI CE o Abstract of
the Disclosure A system and nethod for providing a
nodi fiabl e partition boot record for a menory device of a

conputer. The conputer includes a processor for |odding and

runni ng boot code and operating code. The nenory device, which can be
accessed by the processor, includgg.at least two partitions, the
first partition initially being active 5 and having a type that is
not recogni zed by the operating system code and the second

partition initially being inactive. Wen the conputer boots up, the

processor first AORBPIPABIE PARTIYPORFGOT REGOEH Ce the active
partition has been accessed, pdi¢a cOMPUTERMESEORE DENRRE Converts the type
for the active partition to a wm%?e type, 1.e, a type that is
recogni zabl e to the operating system code. Wen the operating system code
is 10 | oaded, it recognizes 3 ctive partition and
t heref ore does not encouﬁ%gﬁa%tynoquégﬁs.&ﬁég t he operating system

code has been | oaded) syshem mrdovebgblor providing a maslifiblerpagtititadbootypeord orat he
active partitio - Vi sihl e . oy perating
systemis now l%gﬁgﬂ%e%ﬁggfpapcggxgéggr’ﬂgeacﬁﬁrégf;eg ﬁﬁlﬁgﬁﬁﬁ &{Egaé &og .loaglgf’ aréd;anpl e,

t he processor cumnpe koot cvdaandEp@@tipg culeafhe mamoprdemioe, 3vhick garebe deepssed by '
accept ance of . L] PPkt h sTP r,ee.. n the
second partiti g“hhje%r?ceﬁ% 1€c§£dtre¥"§t(r:l§aespkxg - tm{s’ ﬁle?ig%tp‘é*%;t? \%ﬁlﬂlﬁé i%%‘%g gé,aet he
processor & hen sbhaying &type thet isaobrecognized by therepersting syistem code and the second Fj g.

3 partition initially being inactive. When the computer boots up, the processor first
accesses the active partition. Once the active partition has been accessed, the
processor then converts the type for the active partition to a visible type, i.e, a type
that is recognizable to the operating system code. When the operating system code is

10 loaded, it recognizes the type for the active partition and therefore does not
encounter an error. Once the operating system code has been loaded, the processor
converts the type for the active partition back to a non-visible type. Because the
operating system is now loaded, the processor can perform other tasks. For example, '
the processor can perform an EBTS program that prompts a-user for acceptance of a

15 software license, the software being stored in the second partition. If the user accepts

the software license, the processor then designates the second pariition as active.
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