
A cloud manager is utilized in the patching of physical machines and
virtual machines that are used within an online service, such as an online
content management service. The cloud manager assists in the scheduling of
the application of software patches to the machines (physical and virtual)
within the network such that the availability of the online service is
maintained while machines are being patched. The machines to be patched are
partitioned into groups that are patched at different times. Generally, the
groups are partitioned into a highly available independent groups of
machines such that one or more of the groups that are not currently being
patched continue to provide the service(s) of the group that is being
patched. The machines (physical and virtual) within each of the groups may
be patched in parallel. 




