
ABSTRACT "Method and device for diffusing a protective stream with regard
to a surrounding environment      To protect a zone 2 of an operating
station, an substantially parallel air stream 9 is established in the
direction of this zone, with a progressively greater speed V22 beyond a
boundary F, and a speed V21 within the aforementioned boundary that is
substantially uniform along a section of the stream in a plane P transverse
to the direction of flow D.      A possible configuration of a diffuser 1
of an air stream 9 according to this method, which can be used to create a
confinement barrier, comprises a diffusion panel 4 made up of a principal
panel 11 and a lateral panel 12. The flat principal panel is designed to
diffuse a laminar principal stream 91 in the sterile zone 2 to be
protected. The lateral panel 12 is designed to diffuse a lateral stream 92
that is divergent from the principal stream. A skirt 6 is arranged to
obstruct the lateral stream and accelerate it by deflecting it.      This
diffuser may be used to isolate and maintain a sterile zone 2, for example
in the food processing industry and the pharmaceuticals industry. Figure 1


