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(57) Abstract: A tool to assist decision-making in the logistics of bulk product transportation. For example, the tool may be used
to solve a problem involving the transportation and the inventory management of crude oil, in which the transportation of crude
oil between supply ports and discharge ports are performed by a fleet of ships. The tool is capable of handling a typical petroleum
product transportation problem, which can be quite complex. The tool uses advanced modeling and optimization technology to
find a solution (either optimal or near optimal) for the allocation of bulk products, vehicle routing, vehicle scheduling, and/or bulk
product blending operations.
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