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[ 0001] Not applicable. BACKGROUND 1. The Field of the
I nvention [0002] The present invention relates
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portabl e nedia devices with nedia content providers.

2. The Rel evant Technol o 0003] As the val ue and use
of informati orﬁ%@ﬁﬁf&ﬂ@%}ggﬁ EnEOdsleATERARRIIGA R Q¥
busi nesses seek additional ways to process and store

i [@DO1]mat Non appdi@blept i on avail able to users is
informati on handling systenms. An information handling

system general |y processggckesoings. stores, and/or
communi cates informati on or data for business;

pger sonal ’ThQrFiém%f[}}eﬁH@&?il%gs thereby allow ng users to

take advantage o e value of the informtion.

B se technol ogy and information_handling needs and

r@&ﬁ#ﬁr errt}ﬁet TSGRy &y?vs%tt%{ﬁ%ata% feeRally g dwrigblgymedia devices. More
applications, information handling systens may al so
vaegificaldia ramtmgimprts of Mo preaentonvensionarstiieth mietwds ed systems for
information is handl ed. how nuch information is
pinceéssetorablemediia devienmwitinmedtaadnteanproidersqui ckl y

and efficiently the information nmay be processed,

stored, or communi cated. The variations in informtion

handl i ng systens allow for information handling

systens t9 hg &%HF’T@JhnSfoo.onfi gured for a specific
user or specﬁll C use such’as financial transaction

pfO%ﬁg]SSi Rg ’thg ivgllluie na%d use of information continues to increase, individuals and
businesses seek additional ways to process and store information. One option available
to users is information handling systems. An information handling system generally
processes, compiles, stores, and/or communicates information or data for business,
personal, or other purposes thereby allowing users to take advantage of the value of the
information. Because technology and information handling needs and requirements
vary between different users or applications,. information handling systems may also
vary regarding what information is handled, how the information is handied, how much
information 1s processed, stored, or communicated, and how quickly and efficiently the
information may be p.rocessed, stored, or communicated. The variations in information
handling systems allow for information handling systems to be general or configured
for a specific user or specific use such as financial transaction processing, airline

reservations, enterprise data storage, or global communications. In addition,
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reservations, enterprise data storage, or gl oba
communi cations. In addition, 1
Frerrerererrerererrerererrerererrerererr *159159* |
Frerrilt reer rerer et e rrerlrl ~~~~ ~1~ *000002*.

| infferi@ibh ORarld@Ag | &Sy Sh/SInARYe | NGHAE %fvﬁz[rﬁwé}é d sofrware
har dwar e and software conponents t hat rmay

F%i%}?%{lﬁg%&tgnﬁr }%C&ﬁﬁ’wurs tdQé Lo eés ﬁ)(r)%méup Ic%%ﬁrﬁﬂc&te information and

dat a stora e systens, and_networki ng
§t elnsludef 8o 4f %E?gﬁ?m HET SUVSHE-a0Rs SigTRes d¥sterby and networking
technologlcal i nprovenents is the ability to
dP$t¥ute to digital media. However, the ability of
i nformati on handling systens to dlstrlbute di gital

04l ha®naof theeptvapages affdrdded be taudMSlokltaMbhsBv&h &ird gl the ability
medi a can be distributed, the wide variety of digital

meOdigwribate twididltal Rgede. OF’FOGJQVQH YIRY ikt cﬁqgﬂ)gm H@ndh%ldhnv systems to
devi ces. [0005] For exanpl e, dlglt ?

t dat
V”\glgit’r%g}evﬂggrt?ﬁ méeéi%?))giy ggtnlg%'i %a gv% ?a ip ng#gpmtat] media can be

devj ce vari ous network |nclud|n t he I nternet
2SO, % eié%‘%e‘éo%?}ﬁﬁt%‘ainie@ﬁ % (6P & Ewreng dfrsity among
radi,o.. W Fi cel lular networks, and the |like. G ven

tﬁ@dﬂﬁvngﬁty of nedia devices and nedia cont ent,
many different types of devices have been developed to

eH)08§] t hEorgexamplg digital atxidia {oyg., afusth, giidad) HREIER, data sports data,
i ncl uding MP3 pl ayers, portable CD players, portable

DivEv sty avather iatag BROK 26 W¥RMEEbSted 66 kledl 2devi &k %Pah@e{h;%%s networks
personal digital assistants (PDAs), are exanp es

SifelhddBVihe Qﬁ[em@i Qé Wall Mkées%ac%m%lﬁl?calﬂonegdcg €4 ice radio, WiFi,
ot her non- port abl
cellular networks, and the like. Given the diversity of media devices and media content,
many different types of devices have been developed to enjoy the growing availability
of digital media, including MP3 players, portable CD players, portable DVD players,
notebook computers, cellular telephones, personal digital assistants (PDAs), are
examples of such devices. Digital media can also be enjoyed on other non-portable
devices as well such as on desk top computers.
[0006]  Oftentimes, a particular user will employ numerous media devices for
receiving various types of media content. Unfortunately, as the number of media
devices increases, so does the time required to manage the relationship between each

device and the various media content providers that provide content to each device. For

example, the user often must access each individual media content provider and set up

o



devices as well such as on desk top conputers. [0006]
Ohtentines, a particular user wll enploy numerous
nmedi a devices for receiving various types of nedia
content. Unfortunately, as the nunber of nedia

deVadeesnti diCheakeShefsre H1885cd Bsh tddtR e S g < OTHRNARE must be
the rel ationship between each device an e vari ous

g%géa%mgé&ﬂtde@{c%\%@%f &,Hsat provi de content to each
Reé™liser often nust access each
i ndi vi dual nedi a content provider and set up an
account or the like before a device can receive any
services. This often nust be repeated for each device
t he user owns. BRI EF SUMVARY [0007] This Sunmary is
provided to introduce a selection of concepts in a
sinplified formthat are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This Sunmmary i s not
intended to identify key features or essentia

features of the clained subject matter, nor is it
intended to be used as an aid in determ ning the scope
of the «clained subject matter. [0008] One enbodi nent
di scl osed herein relates to a service center for
managi ng the rel ationship between users of nedia

devi ces and the content on the nedia devices. the
content being provided by one or nore nedia content
provi ders. The service center conprises a processor,
one or nore transceivers for transferring data between
the service center and the one or nore nedia devices
and between the service center and the one or nore
medi a content providers. one or nore nenory nodul es
for storing data received fromthe one or nore nedia
devi ces and the one or nore nedia content providers.
and one or nore nanagenent nodul es configured to cause
t he service center

[F'S]



to at least partially manage one or nore aspects of a
user's relationship with one or nore nedia devices
and/ or one or nore of media content providers. [0009]
Anot her enbodi nment disclosed herein relates to a

met hod for managing a UserESSURIGRIAAShi p Wi th one or
nore nmedi a devices and/ or one or nore of nedia content

yrder gq.: T )0 .be, practiced in system ,
Itq ﬁg‘tw]i ncl%lh11 els?{’f%1 g{r%}rgrgngﬁlc%dﬁ% 1“88@‘?‘:&@ iel%flo?e iCQReepts I a
content. ar services fromone or nore nedia content -
&*89%%4 g"rmrﬁ At %trﬁ’b*%erc Fips@ dejoye it ithey Patpilodddeseription.  This
npre nedj a devices associated with a user.
i YEROARY ISPt gREned tepidentifivdkey Srantrentr gmsentiatidesures of the claimed
configured to provide content or services to the

reldieat devtec esr iandntead@igionge QB & alTBiiEn ARREGSn O thd 8%pe of the
user's relationship with the one or nore nedia

degminmeasubjedyl @attdrthe one or nore of mnedi a 4 content
provi ders such that the one or nore nedi a devices are

i Y . t or services fromthe, .
T e B R e A —

vantages. W I.| be set forth in the _ _
‘;%%fger ?‘%‘?”fsgﬁ’dk?\ﬁaﬂq@?f‘ i P%%fhaaﬁ?f‘d“‘f% apg the ¢gntent j9a the media devices,
obvious fromthe description. or may be |earned by the
Ff?%\&?’i‘te%t Reing provided briong ok &@eaediheont@apravideranhe service center
advant ages of the teaching herein may be realized and
otpririses] 2bpravesns @fe bhendrastransoEngs @ dra@Sfeiindatihtd NSetween the
particularly pointed out in the appended cl ai ns.

Teede: adtereinbelic srAirii®s m¥did dB8EQRd BRfRef W s)érvic cpnter and the

apparent fromthe follow ng description and appende

Cdrl G ofY kB Qﬁ%ég??ﬁm&ierpyo&b?% F%;qgﬁltglﬁl%%:%}codué% for storing data

i nventi on as set her €i hat

mf yog\'ﬂg: o;u:_“%r %\é\’rﬁ%a devices and the one or more media content

providers, and one or more management modules configured to cause the service center
to at least partially manage one or more aspects of a user’s relationship with one or
more media devices and/or one or more of media content providers.

[0009] Another embodiment disclosed herein relates to a method for managing a
user’s relationship with one or more media devices and/or one or more of media content
providers. The method may be practiced in a system that includes one or more media
devices that receive content or services from one or more media content providers. The
method comprises identifying one or more media devices associated with a user,
identifying one or more media content providers configured to provide content or
services to the media devices, and managing one or more aspects of the user’s

relationship with the one or more media devices and/or the one or more of media



[0011] To further clarify the above and ot her

advant ages and features of the present invention, a

nore particul ar description of the invention will be
rendered by reference to specific enmbodi ments thereof
Voot Pfviddrd Hisdh’ AbCthel Shel H€ nPP SNARAGLA QY BI%ontifurts to receive

appreci ated that these draw ngs depict only
[ i ts the i nvention .and are
t%?é@% gfég%ﬂ%%%?%# litaﬂege({:hg nsi dered (#lell RIS §r°6’f’&ir§'s scope.
Q@ﬁ énve %hon m#%l be escri bed and explained with _
1 onA1ddifiona) fepresyang 2d v ariagss) Willtesish forthrie the dessription which
the acconpanying drawi ngs in which: [0012] Figure 1
i follgw.r andeld pars il gt otyiesafbmgthefdescrimeidina odenaycles learned by the
[0013] Figure 2 illustrates a systemincluding a
sprvice! tentahinodreiguriée feauranadadvinfizes of fleitetitigherein may
bet ween one or nore nedia devices and one or nore
Mxclteali QN kRl bbtaftie@WHydfletnd BAakhdO M islents WAl S¥mtifatldd€ particularly

medi a devices; [0014] Figure 3 illustrates a schematic
| | of ryice  center,of L
HEB001, 88 ALERAITRIb O LY N 10 ore

a _neth fo agi ng one..or re spects of a user's
PR et e SRR BeGrongh ahmonea eb i Snmty g 16HBed by the
or mpre nmedia content providers in accordance wth

ePeRGeAl thesnusion s sef ek dereinadiss [ 0016] Figure 5
illustrates a tree structure in accordance with

enbodi nents discl osed herein. 6 DETAlI LED DESCRI PTI ON

[0017] In the follow ng detail ed description,

reference is nade to the acconpanying draw ngs which

forma part hereof, and in which are shown by way of
illustration




speci fic enbodi nents in which the invention may be
practiced. It is to be understood that other

enbodi ments may be utilized and structural changes nay
be made wi thout departing fromthe scope of the

present inventEQQEEQ9E§¢R§9EKEQQEQ§E% Rﬁﬁ%ﬁsinclude

di scl osure. an informatio andl 1 ng 'system

{\nst ru al it r regate of instrunentalities
ST o T SRR Tstarty Yy S0Y i scaTsee e gmres OF the presen:
receive, retrieve. originate; switch, store. display,
NANFHOS: 2 MQEs Rarticulan qesempfiony efthe thyeatiom anld be rendered by reference to
utilize any formof information, intelligence, or data
f specifiouebreenents tharmef Which eeniliustratedrin ahd @ppdide@ Ws8Sings. It is
For exanple, an information handling systemmay be a

parpsaiatd aamitse dravingetdepick ohlyOllRER a8 VdnPSdiREnt@BY the invention
ot her suitable device and nay vary in size, shape.

paid &eB&eore f i i apd. price:. The , , _—
i nformati oﬁ)rehg\lﬁgl%i; ﬁgr@%@gﬁ%‘in@g“ﬁ‘ﬁcﬁﬁgﬁ ¥ WfoPadpagyon will be

Y one, Qr . NDre. ocessi.ng resources such
g@éggﬁ%egngrég%x%arlg%de ét‘ihn%Jdlljthquaﬁ (SWLIIEICIE}\{, aﬁ‘iﬂ&%ﬁr@%‘gh the use of the

software. control logic. ROM and/or other types of
NP AP OGRSy D W%Jd%ti onal conponents of the

i nformati on handling system may include one or nore
di09k21dr i Kigsre loblasmrienpsdemagt doarviking of b snddid device;
communi cating with external devices as well as various

| BP13] anfiguet plusridd Q)kydemiig6ading WCirase Beti&@YRARESed fo manace
nouse, and a video display. The information handli ng -

SthetrelifNiPbsdekN OhH IR BHe BEd; ] e t 0..
transmit ggnnuﬁications betmeggq%ﬁgggéﬁﬁéﬁg(%gggﬁéP%naConmnt

CHMRRRAN & prb A0d A QU IR el SELAt es an embodi rent

evi ce at can'r i ncl udi ng

diggi sal eedia.f.rom one or. nore sources, Exanples of _
tL(@'l%E di lgl?_ra%evia Clgu S %@ep}%pu%é\’mrtg] om FHodiEneRs| of, the service
- a satellite radio device, a portable audio player

( espig of Figure 2;

[0015]  Figure 4 illustrates a flow chart of a method for managing one Or more
aspects of a user’s relationship with one or more media devices and/or one or more
media content providers in accordance with embodiments disclosed herein; and

[0016]  Figure 5 illustrates a tree structure in accordance with embodiments disclosed

herein.




as a MP3 player or iPod), a portable DVD or CD pl ayer,
a personal conputer, a laptop conputer, a server
conmputer; a cellular tel ephone, a personal digital
assistant (PDA), and the like or any conbi nation

thereof. Enbodinents MTAH‘*ED']XE#R%I@ neral ly refer

to nedi a devices, but one of ski I'nt e art can

ci s of .the .invention can be

ekl %%%&Wne@ﬁ%ﬁﬂ&ﬂ#ﬂ%&%&%%ﬁ@mmmo

aple to receive and render nedia content. [0020]

BVIGP [Which darmnaqpart §exept eankomn Mhash arssshawai ey vy afhitlustration
that can convey information to the user of the nedia
d®detide errrb@du@smm whiopttbq it veatiop oy okepiacticed0Qt is to be understood
renders digital audio data, the display 102 nmay
i thali eta¢reerhbaiimeng it be utilined ahd iserhetufah @handbP Wyt fnBde without
the track nunber, the l ength of the track, "and fhe

| s BriE SR RIS thO Brest i EQfion THE Medi a “devi ce 100
al so includes a user interface 104 (such as contro

ns; reen acitive dnput :
IO bR bER: SAPAT: b BroREM o i dinkeiem may include
100.. The user interface 104, by way of exanpl e, .
eHebl né%'“‘ﬁ”&fﬁ{é% P 2SHES G & eméﬁamseiahm epqr#ée db geomute, classify,
medi a and ot her content that is stored on the nenory
BUBC%$aFﬁ@nﬁbdﬁﬁﬂﬂévﬁﬁ@V40®ﬂgmatoSwadngaMe dusplapemboifest, detect,
any digital nedia or content that is received froman
ect@nedprabue Ceandit er wsitive any €ofR o€ ididnaaRy, ai@hbéncd or data for
user to switch to another channel, such as in

Stafs@lekd, tseiehBHE Cconol, W ML SRL ¢, C .
[0021] ‘The nedia device 100 nay furtﬂg?géﬁglﬁgéﬁgﬁnmumlumdhn

p§\@f\eﬁ§§ﬁ%e%elog TG a1PLS %‘8581?6?” netd8 ngtorvga J ggislcg)r(a%hgther suitable

enabl es ev ce execute vari

%“&gg&ﬁ janges . marranh%pln addi tion, .the phocessor,

o D or PAEF@ANG: BRGISEHBY and price.  The

gules 0 + ement s of medi a_devi ce 100 for processing
ol GG pan g piemBakEbnde Tepgom acesse memer s (RAM)c ene or more

whi ch may, include volatile and non-
processing resources such as a central processing unit (CPU) or hardware or software

control logic, ROM, and/or other types of nonvolatile memory. Additional components
of the information handling system may include one or more disk drives. one or more
network ports for communicating with external devices as well as various input and
output (I/O) devices, such as a keyboard, a mouse, and a video display. The
information handling system may also include one or more buses operable to transmit
communications between the various hardware components.

[0019]  Figure 1 illustrates an embodiment of a media device that can receive content
including digital media from one or more sources. Examples of the media device 100

may include, by way of example, a satellite radio device, a portable audio player (such



vol atile menory or any conbi nation thereof, can be
used to store content or other user and/or nedia
devi ce data. The nmenory 108, for exanple, nmay store
digital nmusic 8 and/or video, graphics, play lists.

I VIPR : i t ' [ _
e T Slee Do) PP BRI R 292D Pter b Bhuff. o tavor
different types of media.includi di gi tal dia that
RS VBB Phe T Wsvhte e omabig B atsioiant (PDA)
the content 110 incl ude but are not limted to,

Angitha lkergs any, cqmbiratadiheregit £mbodireents phine daveariomgenaally refer
data, podcasts, sports data, weather data, news data,

| tateedietdedimes, buamde tdfeskill ke tr aaman apprdoiaratiadRmbodiments of the
thereof. The content 110 can be either digital or

aina¢migni dan Ha tuded® with Q4 |rypdsOsH i@ foZmiati bt BAHdNE SyQBSBs able to receive
exanpl e of an environnent for inplenmenting

edqdhdB M siLdontdde i nvention. Figure 2 includes a
system 200 for enabling nmultiple nedia devices 202a.

2Q20nandr t ecelve_one noye services from

AR0ET ST el S R SpPES, B, Eh8sSE B985 A "Boucan convey
The system 200 al sp includes a service center 212, _
V\)II}?(E'H‘%HB? R eé&?éfc%f fhg doegie deyiger Feomismpls (den themedia device 100
interfacing between the nedia devices 202 and the

nstfiers dostad audior &4, dbe slisply, 1Ghenayeindicete thersbey tiZit2the artist, the
may conmuni cate with the nmedi a devices 202 directly,

oalbtnrtitleg thearravkt monber 2(h6 Jerggh oif thdighdkabed thailtd 8UES, ombination
Li kewi se, the service 212 may communi cate with the

MBgiedl. CIH @Bfia PdYdedBHE AR 4indiubECE lnber MierkdNe OMEN(LBE as control
network 210, as further illustrated in Figure 2.

9525 e, T2 AUAREoR02 I L BELYSan]BEpBSATRL w0

ﬂél%?'iréag%eﬁcgjﬂgoen%eaus%? %t%iqiacg r18X,I g}sr\A?a}f'ZQfA' e)?arrr(leple: enables a user to
navigate and activate the digital media and other content that is stored on the memory
108 of the media device 100 or to navigate and perform any digital media or content
that is received from an external source. The user interface 104 may enable a user to
switch to another channel, such as in satellite radio, or otherwise select media content.
[0021]  The media device 100 may further include a processor 106. The processor
106 by way of example, enables media device 100 to execute various programs as
circumstances warrant. In addition, the processor 106 may be utilized by one or more
of the other modules or elements of media device 100 for processing operations.
[0022]  The memory 108 of the media device, which may include volatile and non-

volatile memory or any combination thereof, can be used to store content or other user

and/or media device data. The memory 108, for example, may store digital music




of nmedia sources providing digital nedia that may be
recei ved by the nedia devices 202. The nedi a content
provi ders 204 may be sources through which a user may
obtain nusic, Internet data, video, podcasts, text

%Xﬂgﬁ)g vgdrég #égmlcé zrl%flél%t?n%e? @%ﬁ%@ééﬁoﬁe‘}lp@ege@%su% thg like or any

satelllte sour ces |nclud|ng di gi tal
%ﬁhﬁ?ﬁﬁ %ggﬁgo terrestrial sources, internet service
prOV|ders 9 nusi c downl oads_services, peer to peer
H80% k sTheamomiann & 1§ irgrressintsagifezapiiyneataf opedia frslusioig digital media
The media cont ent providers 204 may include free
dhetvinge be réraivedmy the metiz dssied 100.e&xafnptharfgle content 110 include,
Al ternatively, the nedia content providers 204 may

ibit | atelenot PAYyiteietd/ | digalt Mabic Mk oldio B8raaG8ediseH P¥a, movie data,
clients who are billed a predeterm ned anount, for

, | r , ar s, based,.. _ ,
SRS oo B Pl S S o o
OVIde cess to.the

p&grvbmﬁlro% B g Gop LB S R Bt o oo prouse

ﬁ@ ed, for those nedia content providers that
ﬁ%} gue AuileReies 2o Framplec Bhta@nenyFonsesny j e simplementing
wi | be provided to a nedia device 202 that does not

probddimenth of ghopeentaan hErure atindndes] O6264m 6 foetmabiike multiple
210 represents any network that is conpatible with t he

niddia destizes @032, 202bosind DE2dTREliréceBRNé@Nbr B0 isdfides 2R multiple
and may include, by way of exanple, satelllte

NRLYR Ik ienBHvilidrsRIAOP i, alﬁe’f(ﬁtgnal{(he%t %0 %QQ[L{&%S a service

(e g., LAN." WAN) wirel ess netmo e.g.,
a%on@%we M LR éémw

t h t th 00 e

B PR B8 RS 2P S sl s 212

208 fromone or. nore of the nedi a devices 202, and
| FRRLRisate owish e Bed2 gievisss 2 WBatisectly euntroues 2 network 210, as

- illustrated in Figure 2. Likewise, the service 212 may communicate with the media
content providers 204 directly, or through the network 210, as further illustrated in
Figure 2.

[0025]  The media devices 202 may include, for example, any of the media devices
described in reference to Figure 1. The media content providers 204 are representative
of media sources providing digital media that may be received by the media devices
202. The media content providers 204 may be sources through which a user may obtain
music, Internet data, video, podcasts, text data, and the like or any combination thereof.
Exemplary medi.a content providers 204 may include, by way of example, satellite

sources including digital radio and video, terrestrial sources, internet service providers,



fromone or nore of the nedia content providers 204.
Exenpl ary data streans 208 and 216 include, by way of
exanple, wired and wirel ess conputer networks (LAN;
VAN, Internet. WFi, WWMx, EVDO Edge NetworKks.

| \ Ilite signa r.estrial .
%Bﬁgl@%k; § %W%Tee)s egrrt%a eero’t’%‘é’gqﬁseé‘ggﬁg edf’éttaély combination
rea 0028],. Al t hough illustrated as a si ngI e
?Iief’ # Nfemediay Fontert chrowiders) 204 apashancludep freersaviags ithat may be
a dlstrlbuted conmputi ng environnment where tasks are

preeesedndigelsyf chitgsal Alerdat eyt the pnalizsentg: previders2(4haty include
are linked (either by hardwired |inks, wreless

| payk ssrvises liyat amgowhiynbe iaoceseéd bar @h@nfse dha nfﬁle wil&l ¢ Sptedetermined
l'i nks) through a communi cat i ons 10 net wor k

Adflbirt O lek ¥mplehe n?cﬁﬁM!ycéﬁarQ’%ane{i c }?{ﬂ € b%&gﬁ %é r{%ﬁume of usage.
t e ne

about the nedia devices 202 so

or con ent from the
T ¥ I AN Char B e et e

re detail ed de |ct|on is provided of the
i 589 at Igelgmﬁ‘ifserﬂ)é %F%ﬁ?@é denvdt bglagpwggatqdnﬁq)ru@@se media
one or nore transceivers 302 for transferring data
bEDHEE PPYSIETst thahde@ree Bper newrtbepisatial| Bo nw@dicat deviecases will be
"and also between itself and one or nore medi a cont ent

pprovidé¢é s 2 nikde: davanrsfRitve deeSHd preyide tHrGromte ab@tficarion.
wired and wirel ess transceivers for comunicating with

ajop26f tMke nBWOARPK) 24 tesciRAlB Q&Woﬁ@ﬁlag(?szc@m?gatmgk Ah the media

content providers 204. The service cegtfgs By
A A AR ET R BBOE  heD cxmic
SUAEETNRL H2T) SaRTB ]SSRl el SN wary
e K I N L
Clce)lnzlhne or PSTN), data networks, the Internet, and the like or any combination thereof,
[0027] The service center 212 receives one or more data streams 208 from one or
more of the media devices 202, and likewise receives one or more data streams 216
from one or more of the media content providers 204. Exemplary data streams 208 and
216 include, by way of example, wired and wireless computer networks (LAN, WAN,
Internet, WiFi, WiMax, EVDO, Edge Networks, GPRS, and the like), satellite signais,
terrestrial signals, and the like or any other reasonable data stream.
[0028]  Although illustrated as a single entity, the service center 212 can bé
implemented in a distributed computing environment where tasks are performed by

local and remote processing devices that are linked (either by hardwired links, wireless

links, or by a combination of hardwired and wireless links) through a communications
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providers 204. The interface service 212 may al so

i ncl ude a processor 304 configured to provide genera
pur pose processing for the various nodul es of the
service center as circunstances warrant. [0030] In

nbagdj + . t.he_service center 212 i.ncl yde ,
ag g | ?|&0 n %dddﬁ?n%tﬁg "e%n%ewnlﬁoﬂ Ut R BRY | YoE e’é‘?‘?%‘aHQP paL{’lOHTe the media
;%%yic center function as a central point for the

iGerento Bret themehisderdess anay sicelyepse or moresaviconehiqutent from
with one or nore of the nedia devices 202 and/or one
othe media eohtephprovedtrsa cont ent provi ders 204. These
addi ti onal managenent nodul es may be conpri sed of
sbeNar eRefhairdnase. to OFigaRy3 , GOdINAia08d Abpie@bd M@ HEovided of the
and hardware. In addition, although the ad%itiona
ngviee oBidr TRAUTES s@iiBe kbdids b 8hed Ag1RELRY o ?rpogg Bhfsceivers 302
this is not required. It wll be "11 appreciate CE

0Re ; : ) t _nodul es ma e _cqnbi ned
¥ ChefERing, Sl bR AR IR00 TR TP HETs PR aiead, oovices and aiso
service. center 212 may incl.ude an account managenent

BRUPE 5t 2,005 55 Ul THEHAGEREAL PHoM g aseeivers 302 may
configured to store account information about a user

i Chpotoph 3Bised and ofrseletshernserass ifhl eomenmicatindcedundny of the
managenent nodul e 308 may be configured to allow a

us@wotko2 o middjpudevien@00rantunediafconichepioeidieds TRV TRS service center
202 to receive desired content fromthe nedi a content

P2V ind e fsrtd 4ncludd oAl bR m ity %&ﬁ%t%@ﬁfﬁ%%% be volatile or

nodul e nmay allow a user to associate nmultiple

i tional ) i ' ) t L. " -
AL R A DB Pl A5 Bl B nc rom i

users. Further.. the account nmanagenent npdul e 308 nay
AT R SO RV I4E 200 kP R EReE ﬁﬁ%@ﬁ@gnhao%aﬁawlm @ae or more

of one or.. nore of the nultiple additional users.
mapping tables including information about media devices 202 and/or media content

providers 204. The interface service 212 may also include a processor 304 configured
to provide general purpose processing for the various modules of the service center as
circumstances warrant.

[0030] In some embodiments, the service center 212 may include additiohal
management modules configured to help the service center function as a central point
for the management of various aspects of a user’s relationship with one or more of the
media devices 202 and/or one or more of the media content providers 204. These
additional management modules may be comprised of software, hardware. or any
combination of software and hardware. In addition, although the additional

management modules are illustrated as being separate, this is not required. It will be
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[0032] In operation, a user may have an existing
account at service center 212 or nmy access service
center 212, specifically account managemnent nodul e
308, through wuse of a nedia device 202 or through

uit.a a set U n_account. The |
uggr C?rgta%)etﬁ%azné%r g%/i Eé’q%uggrtglgnql%?at?ﬁ%eaﬁfnqdlf €S R A¥tce combined as
namne ddress. paynment information and the |like, and
ﬁﬁvmﬁ?gWFﬁﬁw%FW r required information to set up the
account. For exanple, the user may specify what
83t oy iHeyipiegeseRdcocertee s nrays inciude s pecihi Gmanagement
medi a content providers 204. The user may al so specify
desiivleB08cofifd guoati oanseidmgnodé nyMBdben QYL 482 account
such as settings that allow the nedia device to
rigé@indglo @béiai anudey BE $nedor§ FUEH sofe étﬁér%&%?sﬁﬁé My, Account
speci fy conmuni cati on and”™ network setthngs. t w
[ r r mer ous devi ce

R AR 308k 18 Speied B0 b cinsipusp g3y ormore of

nts, the use ei t her whil e connected

e 28 S 207 Teoele Reitriprasn ABeohim s gt providers 204
later time, may use account management nodul e 308 to | .
1]% 0 % agrREnomappgemart dnedude wiay edlop02 skt to 4sheciate multiple
user's account. For exanple, referring to Figure 2, '
t#flitional usemy Withdw$ deherseacompantd tohatootAt a8diiass ebtha devices 202
management nodul e 308 to associate media devices 202a

awith 20536 uwért.h FuRBerl 8RS accbi@embidi@emest BodHE%HS ?E‘alyailf%‘)w the user to

=

associated with the user, the account naenagenen
SRRt M 0 B R By e
DS IR By M i o SO SO e 212 o
Sl I et Ty causp, Lhat medL 8 ey e 202 rougt

medi a device 202c will also be .
use of a media device 202 or through some other suitable means to set up an account.

The user may then provide user information, for example name, address, payment
information and the like, and may provide other required information to set up the
account. For example, the user may specify what content or services he or she desires
from specific media content providers 204. The user may also specify desired
configuration settings for a media device 202 such as settings that allow the media
device to receive certain types of content or services or that specify communication and
network settings. It will be appreciated that there are numerous device configuration
settings that may be specified.

[0033] In some embodiments, the user, either while connected to service 212 while

creating an account or at a later time, may use account management module 308 to



configured the sane as nedi a devices 202a and 202b.

[0034] It will be appreciated that the nedi a devices
202a. 202b. and 202c need not be all configured the
sanme. For instance, in some enbodi nents the user may

desddifte odbfdrehRRd nSRlid idegSed @02 ersh ﬂ@%sér’%%%&?%t. The example,

user may cause account nmanagenent nodu

zgfe L iy todii'itrtl £ e ﬁ&gﬁz{ggprgg{deeu%gﬂ?gﬁ}gthgﬁ %%é%sgaedcount management

vantageotisly,” —accou nanage
provi.d a central int for _a user to configure one
GPOTHIE B e ATSACEEPEE Sy ERDAD HARA Ao Bie ohe higer Onee the media
each nedi a device separately. In other words, all of
t4F1GeR Brcaadeviried svith Hie et oie agesnt imanegkment maduée 308 will cause
account may be configured automatically by the

detio untdiradadese?i2anand| 202808 itz theid@anevith IREGpEiREd setting
by the user. [0035] In further enbodi nents. account

NEBRAGRTe Hestihdl € T30S MRY nRAiL apficaunesh 4 ?@?%0%1@%%_ similarly

more than one user with the account. This may be

e&)‘?ﬁ%}n@d lféfr z{twn. f&tra Bter ftl?{g ltlye Yer g?:aruastée){l?a% él(l)?fdéa gesvéce 202c¢ be

cl osely associ ated group of people SI'T

the s account. For exanpl e, . .as previously i
RPTARRC B AR A5 RGUET ot ME1cPnEmECREHAL siigq 202¢ will also be
typically be associated with the account. Suppose this
uBhigneeditpesanpsisaneria tedcessiia andg0Pr ovi de i nput to

t he account managenent nodul e 308 that associ ates the

u8Bdls It 3villi Heeanpratidtért that divi heldie mewiceh2@2re 2821 0B1202¢ need not
In addition. the account managenent nodule 308 nay

a5 00 icah RNRBE tiY sk, © FOE tHstande Vin CRth c28Rb MitnRnts NRe WedrGnay desire
and three children. For instance, the wife may have ~

t MrRfnRakiA.JeN CRE ROR2 FRIRE] a’hgé(j)gmrtrg%sgi%é%s\g;gc{%g%rﬁ hrreianagement

children have two nedia devices 202 ass

SR T R TS e—

ogccgﬂr?t mhéjnséggrggnt module 308 provides a central point for a user to configure one or
more media devices without having to configure each media device separately. In other
words, all of the media devices that become associated with the account mayv be
configured automatically by the account management module 308 in the manner
specified by the user.
[0035] In further embodiments, account mahagement module 308 may be configured
to associate more than one user with the account. This may be especially useful for a
family or other type of closely associated group of people that desire to use the same
account. For example, as previously explained the user who creates the account will

typically be associated with the account. Suppose this user is the husband. The user

may provide input to the account management module 308 that associates the user’s



and may have their various nedia devices automatically
configured by these settings. [0036] In sone
enbodi ments, the account nodul e 308 nay structure
these associations as a tree structure og ot her
r . stgred in

S0 AR PG R V) Mg, Tuaffh B i BidEtygEen: o

0 set _inheritance. settings for other users
DB ES0di PRt AELI0GT MG GBS BUh BawHRS WECBgrres children. For
[0037] Figure 5 illustrates an exanple tree structure
5pgfancgh thehwifs amay I’}I’év%)ﬂﬁ'ﬁ?)ln%iedlii‘r@ﬁt/mgﬁéf’ abweatdgdy with her while the
supposing that the first user is the husband of the
f camiidtep, hagks twolthedit detiees 205 essotiandd tvith datis baftbm. In this way, the
desi gnated at 510, may have three nedi a devices 511.

Sdide afdthred 3hiaden Ghal B&eWckBsshioMhe | BnAsethfih P Qetuh‘g%e(gf t%;e husband
or the wfe, deS|gnated at 520 and users 3. 4,

oa[ndtrﬁ'ﬁf Ve @G S K ol % cal? f redby Sg%‘sred;ettmcs

50, are ilTustrate rancd dene'a t51 Ea
20 h S thre medi a devi ces

5[3?@36] npsbe Eaiienly 11Be Satans o s et Agucture  these
nmedi a deV|ces 531 and 532 associated wth himor her,
t 3FEOFHIMY a5 AOtTRER STRSHBrenE P th el Bvifabies 84 SumpmirsS @t may be stored in
associated with him or her, and child 550 has two
riseingrid8¥é.c dgsiss 1a dmed %Ztuassm,}i alled e br hidre aif herusers to set
It wll be appreciated that the various nedi a devices

| inhersthnictsedinign fdri oghkr @sérs FRY arCia b KHROBFthE Gre@ BN thD Gser.
nedia devi ces 202 previously described. [0038] In this

8yl e, Fltztl]l% hughaas 5h0 léﬁ%g f¥cy aBOOal h1 uhéssthe example
fe al't

settlngs are available to the mn22 and

t d|a devi 5

al%ll?( (fng& aIB? {'1e husSBANE"S 151% ﬁ%/ %§%tt ST S f E%‘L‘*oﬁf ﬁ&'r%amﬂ} As
t1i ; l,apl e or nherited by the

Sﬁ‘}l%{éﬁ%‘% i“F"d e?fa%%(‘j‘%s I&é “siggasg 6t ah@/né%v havsithreprmge devices 511,
devi c 531. 532, 541. 542, 551, and 552. It will be

apipr é’é‘? At bepspriaied (HE s Hamddiipg. wiey 2 oo thedwifé. alesigtated at 520 and

users 3, 4, and 5 or the three children, designated at 530, 540, and 550, are illustrated as
branches beneath the husband 510. The wife 520 has three media devices 521,522, and
523 associated with her. The child 330 has two media devices 531 and 532 associated
with him or her, the child 540 has two media devices 541 and 542 associated with him
or her, and child 550 has two media devices 551 and 552 associated with him or her. It
will be appreciated that the various media devices illustrated in Figure 5 may
correspond to one of the media devices 202 previously described.

[0038]  In this example, the husband 510 may specify that all of his setiings are
available to the wife 520 and to all three of her media devices 521, 522, and 523. In

addition, the husband 510 may set limitations on some settings that are available or
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limtations for each of the children 530, 540, and 550
as circunstances warrant. The account nanagenent

nodul e 308 will ensure that these inheritance settings
are provided to the appropriate nedia devi ces. [0039]

I g ee st cture_ -
?3%&?%%32 (0 SPE HERER A SRS 330 abBB: BBl dBuges"san. 532
qﬂﬂ g 1ass C|atg_ ngla deV|ces are al so branches

edtty Dt DE e BBPEFRdythat the higptrapd 536 mgyy set different
be able to set i nheritance settings for the three
cFREHs TP egehneinthe chiddnen 1530, £60.t4nd HilstrarittubibGnedsnwarrant. The
some enbodi nents, the wife 520 nay al so be able to

sdvgpent ampnagrngne medule i wiillhehiduee hbsbaree Sdkkrasnce settings are
ci rcunst ances warrant. Advantageously, this allows the

hatsbided tothe\WppoptiteGiddid @vicghat nedi a service
provi ders the children may access by controlling which

SpbsoNg AL %ﬂﬁ@qﬁus@r\éﬁ:'dhﬁ‘@l Sue S e LN dr Ga- é SP%Wl;’.S?t the three

addi ti onal enbodi nents, actounf nanagene

e t he purc aS|ng capabilities of
R RN (RN A R A
exa t he user Y aSSOC|ate t he account with a

83}3 1fe 20 gAGFoTEngk theotils 580 mayhreable toTyee inksBranpmyettings for the
then specify the anount of noney that each user may
steaechilldrenaingi memner isimelap eo thodhusbhnd 51(0f br soatd @ifbddyiele, the wife
stored by account managenent nodul e 308 and accessed

whiinenayr absomibei abldensi gleard OzhyaS8Rfieat&ln i bt Mg husband 510 as
account desires to nmke a purchase. [0041] For

| AfdudReRiced Wakhb: f%@kﬂa@é&ﬁ%' &gtaﬁg%’?%.?g hﬁgn%nﬁ or wﬁ”e to control

husband may specify that he~an

ggir]%f%v\ﬁcﬁ? sQRfIE]c%hpa}ﬁ}/lggfs ét Cﬁ’%Ill %{]aéfua}sc’:lf:n télgp%p%g@gxg ghich setting are
cre% qe% gogﬁ Xhen a nedla devi ce 202 associ at ed
PHRETRIGIB AU i f e desires to make a purchase,

afo%%] In additional embodiments, account management module 308 may be used to
control the purchasing capabilities of one or more of the multiple additional users. For
exemple, the user may associate the account with a credit card or other form of
payment. The user may then specify the amount of money that each user may spend in
a given time period. This information may be stored by account management module
308 and accessed whenever a media device 202 associated with the account desires to
make a purchase.
[0041] For instance, in the family example discussed above, the husband may
specify that he and the wife may have unlimited purchasing permission using the credit
card while the three children are limited to a $10 credit per month. When a media

device 202 associated with the husband or wife desires to make a purchase, account



15 managenent nodul e 308 may determ ne that these
nmedi a devi ces have unlimted purchasing perm ssion
and will allowthe credit card to be used. On the
other hand. if a nedia device 202 associated with one

HarfaBEnEN bl HWB8SHHa9SAdORK &ng ﬁféﬁ&lﬂg\%il?a L&%g%gs h%bg unlimited

credit card, then account nanagenent

%m'éfm[aghlvg Fsmncert i 11 A, dtl%eocrgﬁt Bae{ gogal Esetdh On't e other hand, if a
atlv Y, ins enbodlnents the $10 credit
%?fﬁgﬁ‘t‘he AP %PFt? Sibonepohthe &hﬁ‘ﬁfaﬂ desifes ri® fnakgepurchase using

For exanple. one of the children may not spend his or
Hieg credis gind, fhen ac¢pupemapagensent mindsle 38ewtli ordy allowehid tredit card to
of $30. If a media device 202 associated with this

(el hsetd dé sher BH) timit h@keoteandunilh ase beist@sdede AleGhdtively, in some
card, then account managenent nodule 308 will only

Eklrrlw&ﬁlaﬁs GRESH (t credif Pert BoR® 1H§&36L blﬁo&éaeto%%gurhhlme if 18Sspent. For

not and will not be surpassed.” Any unused portion nma

tel;lgﬁ]tp?ec E)%QE)'I #He cm&r?th tnpag ﬁ]c?tx htISh ors Pgr creglt %d hgﬁ‘b Hmnths thus

e user

that te .to ensure th the child may no
éﬁ%ﬂﬂmt ﬁg 3353 egﬁbﬁﬁgwa?“@he ‘1ﬁ%omﬁﬁgaW@a&§6&§ﬂ9d3$ms“’
this process allows the user to control the

pOreha BT RRsE A5aBithe eredy carl. dreevcacrerad myeing goent tnheiufe 3P will only
to use prepaid paynent cards or the |like or to have

saloar thcerquizysashto wcwsed nf thefI30 lanic has neehd adllitht by pipassed. Any
in many existing services. [00421 In still further

efveed MBftios, mag aRe acABRASRTRML HRdixe BO8h TRy PA%ide n some
content access control. For exanple, the user may

p&ﬁ’%d‘}iﬁeﬁt@ PHE wbQ RHF Qﬁé;ah\ BRI %%ﬂht tnquxlék eacg’t%ulégqo ensure that

specifies what types of tontent and/or
qﬁgkﬁﬁ?nﬁ§%89hﬁh§%x>wﬁé Q%omﬁ gﬁgégﬁgyéﬁfggéﬁgnmﬂ this process

evices 202 s that nedla evices may only.
n% XSy &gﬂttgrﬁong? rRW%%lngl’?&Pa ]IIIéCS as descnbed without the need to

use prepaid payment cards or the like or to have separate payment accounts for each
user as 1s typical in many existing 'ser\tices.

[0042]  In still further embodiments, account management module 308 may provide
content access control. For example, the user may provide input to account management
module 308 that specifies what types of content people and/or media devices associated
with the account may access. The account management module may then configure the
media devices 202 so that media devices may only receive content or services that are
allowed. Thus, the user may restrict any of the additional user’s access to content or

services provided by media content providers 204 that are age appropriate for that user.
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al l omed. Thus, the user may restrict any of the

addi tional user's access to content or services

provided by nmedia content providers 204 that are age

appropriate for that user. 16 [0043] Returning again

1O043) 9Uerdming i & FRAEE gélrgicgac)énél' §?2 'n?ﬁj U985 1ude a content
h en genent

content nmanagenment nodul e 310. e con mana

I Q be.ceonfigured to i ve_a user the
a@%ﬁ{g?r}r}gxgtom%% PE- Ok F%&“ta@fféaé?ﬂwa% mPARR Y Bt bipponfigured to
services that are received by a nedia device 202. For
XEmpIBer the %kaﬁ% EnBIHTOYeREIOuE REPeSHnPle e conigTagerrentices that are
nodul e 310 nay allow the user to identify favorite
diseRIest baredmegdiangkace g2 oromexamplesins sahe tdnibwdiments the content
content. The content managenent nodule may al so al | ow
amanegeientttandile 810 s altdw dies use? do GRMEN FavioBitd BEREM Bind to make
[0044] For exanple, in sonme enbodi ments the nedia
CEHt &HthorRr IV ethSs édentanthe &ftht a8Lh Oy rﬁo%{ﬁg tna%iso allow a
create a listing of favorites fromthé& cont?nb )

j . ._sources. For._ instance, i ot
ﬁ%%?ggﬁgﬁt ﬁ%qgﬁg%F:é%%wﬁéﬁéegﬁﬁizo4b wer e internetId
radi o sources, then perhaps fhe favorites lists wou
e@gﬁ‘ﬁl i Oro‘?%‘émz?ﬁe=HﬂBrSSmFaWC?C}”é‘en%dh@ér}ed&)ﬁ@@mt providers 204a and
managenent nodule 310 may allow the user to identify a
stiistbgaast allowv 2 Bser i arepipaoipsting of ifivrigesofomeis eoncom prvided by these
provi ders 204a and 204b. The nedi a content nanagenent
nedudee. fay ibharcec ifeladte mediacotiieheprovidets Da&eﬁlcpﬂo%nwere internet
aggregation of the identified favorites. In this way,

t RdioUs@iicdsS b gerhahsCihe Ahfordel FRMEbEY ddcFligd RAL Jrﬁ'gore favorite
i ndependent of the interface of nedia content provider

Zgﬂﬁs.a ! g%gtd’ﬁ]ran e-ir.&'m?énp %‘Q{dhfe% dl wagl;?% aﬁ SwihEY, !f‘qug 1‘%%&% lg éub-portion

the e evl ces assocl ate e us

o PSSR, RO NSFEL FREH 572 OB T e mcis comen
Cr%gltlaeorc]:%uegta pn%%&lrererggv rtr'r?e%u!:r%atg1a0.fav%19ig:§tliis?%aiser(]i on an aggregation of the
g > ggreg
identified favorites. In this way, the user is able to create a favorites list that is
independent of the interface of media content provider 204a and 204b. This new list
may be provided to all the media devices associated with the user by the use of account
management module 308 or some 0fher suitable means.
[0045]  In still other embodiments, content management module 310, sometime in
conjunction with account management module 308, may be used by the user to identify
desired content. For example, a user may provide input that identifies the types of

content a user 1s interested in receiving from the media content providers 204. The

content management module 310 may then configure the user’s media device(s) 202 to
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conjunction wi th account managenent nodul e 308, may be
used by the user to identify desired content. For
exanple. a user nmay provide input that identifies the
types of content a user is interested in receiving

LRt fie ﬂ%ﬁﬁedc OOHERt PROVLERS %e%?é 20082y GRAY @&}taet the media

management nodul e 310 nay then configure the ?s J

Iy ve th entifie
RS EE eaflo et o3 fafehdie i SR
nedia content providers directly over network 210 to
120441\ e Fop@stancht SupPey teiisenfesifed da sTbserbe fonaeatigrore podeasts.
suppose that user desired to subscribe to one or nore
pldgcesst svouldThaten seput wiro | apneemt enanapguenti module Ghd eimdt identified the
managenent nodul e 310 that identified the desired

pieslealspsdcadibe TNt @iént TRAAGEReRt meBgid! B 034:0uaHEH céﬁfaﬂne those
configure those nedia devices 202 associated with th e

Us&lia iSvibe AP £sbQaRE %ﬁﬁtb%hﬁelp%dgé§ I8 b BOBd Hl% p[o %ﬁafrom the

content provider 204 that provided the content

e SRR SIORE LS gl copient menageren

r t 0" speci content for one or

me evi c O For exanpl e, the user
aii gk gBI"rdg‘m“&ﬁ SOy ah RETET b Peg- g Fithls may allow &
devi ce 202 or a nedia provider 204. The user may
prseviodPesifp centew fenameen maragéiaseyicandd. eF @ k@amplet the user may
may cause the nodule to associate one or nore nedia
deve eesli@fidnwiftphotogeaphe ktostit sron metiapteeice @03 pha media provider 204.
Theses nedi a devices 202 nmay then be able to access

ant ¥deeWidihroeld Behi fNchfen:RAM LMRANS0dlRBA8] thASmay cause the
further illustrated, service center 212 nay further

h@ﬁ%lég?}%%@%%%ﬁg o PRI I 0 T Moo
l 'renggneﬁ yc%<| géf' 3y CEwgabe agl%nttoeggcegsngn %{e\\/xl % collection of
photographs.
[0048]  As further illustrated, service center 212 may further inciude a billing
management module 312. The billing management module 312 may be configured
handle billing arrangements with paid content and services. The module may also track
the usage of the paid content or services received by a media device 202. The module
may further facilitate appropriate payment to the media content provider 204 that
provided the paid content or services.
[0049] In operation, a user may access service center 212, specifically billing
module 312, with a media device 202 or other suitable means to arrange billing
arrangements with one or more media content providers 204 that provide paid content

or services. For example, the user may select these services and may then provide a
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the usage of the paid content or services received by
a nedi a device 202. The nodule may further facilitate
appropriate paynment to the nedia content provider 204
that provided the paid content or services. [0049] In

i . . t 1
Jo8 s F)ggpflg 8P hs FRCARASERP Dr SHORGAY Rhey b4yank account o the

2 r sui.tabl.e neans to arrange b||||n

é?&e ZB%@ﬂﬁgc e Pﬁleoﬂg R S?&&P COREREC Bmaéﬁf-vrﬁ%@rreég@nems have
204 that provide paid content or services. For
degipnade torbe ki pejers areviderhd@e asé mayceshemebnfigypre any media
then provide a 18 form of paynment such as a credit
cEviten 202 asdvoraiedavitio thetusensc ess thesh amddiadaats3twillrbd 418 to access
like. The billing nodule 312 may then conmmuni cate that

[ay pEid tcoAtehangR MRS Slibaverohetl MRRLcdRerk bRvidgl a
content providers 204 and may further configure any

neos®  deNd 685 0202 n?&%@&é\@é@sd’? | 10y BRE HERE tl}se:ﬁjaw~I g(,tm&ent from the
pai

these nedi a devices w | be abl’e to access

d ly.f t : )
T P L0 4B e BB S v s

naﬁ then access the paid content fromthe nedia
JBRCTTVIEF Slamy dnegia F%‘?tefitn@Pé(m?é 20¢pangqerd gidepeginvice from media

devi ce 202a naé4rece|ve.pa|d radi o service from nedi a
cepmtaantprpyigen dedb. 207 ;addinwnpahe used @mysalswy iacees$ rtimpaid content or
media content provider 204b. In addition, the user

nepyviedssusiag aes Sthidiangid decieBt BN aRbciat®@ WAtICREn WS  The billing
any ot her medi a devi ce 202 associated with himor her.

Thedblk 131D NHay e Uh&e3dR/idBYerl C .
212 to prov?ﬁe t he §ppréprf%€§egﬁy§§ﬁ8“ gﬁ%z&ﬁgﬁﬁﬂﬁ§£wﬂnmnror

S5 5558 BREY Y RRUR T R U ARIB AN o o

PRI, SRR bl e e Lo Sl U R
geggr%?et bi lgr?trvalm%ega%m%gtdr ea‘r.ﬂrra{;llrz-]gmzegt4 \?llth media content providers 204a and 204b.
Rather, the billing module 312 allows the service center 212 to act as a single point for
facilitating billing and payment relationships between all of the media devices 202
associated with a user and multiple media content providers 204 that require payment
for their content and services.
[0051] In some embodiments. a user may desire to subscribe to a number of paid
services provided by the media content providers that require regular payments. For
instance, the media content providers may require a monthly subscription fee. In such
cases, the billing module 312 may act as a single payment point for the number of paid

services. That is, the billing module 312 may keep track of the various paid services the

user has selected and may communicate with the media content providers to determine
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Rat her, the billing nodule 312 allows the service
center 212 to act as a single point for facilitating
billing and paynment relationships between all of the
medi a devices 202 associated with a user and nultiple

Re kuEen R Thr ﬁfe?‘r\é}\qgés_s’orzc%ﬂte{ng géifh%lua '})éog)rl;@?ey trirrgg,t for fe;?armple at the

their" content and services.

odi nents, a user desire tq subscribe to a _
ﬁ‘;ugo nél%“go‘%r}I eﬁsﬁ’ydmogfg‘r \S‘i‘r%@“b‘% B’\?ﬁlﬂléd’ @W%}h%aq%% theaseevpr emer 212 to
providers that require regular paynments. For .
iMeYidR e vanees sabcaPEen tesst topthe waterssmediyp qostpnt pevalers 204, As

mont hly subscription fee. In such cases, the billing
raditicacdaveathe astr iagoaregiingd ® payide e regilat pdydents® each media
nunber of paid services. That is, the billing nodule

Sdbtambyrok RePsdpaRtdly @b tHerMas tus 202iaks 36E WhE BSint gﬁling service
user has selected and nay communi cate with the nedia

Clopsynt | der afgt i J ired fee . :
e LRl SEEhpicOalR SBAE ndfhd %Sapr%%?inaq@%ﬁaﬁwmple paid
f -examnpl t he e inpin f every nonth, e .
SRSt S5 ned AT e SRR b bogpaig for. For
rovi de the various subscription fees to the various _
i 9% o‘ﬁﬂ’é“rﬁﬂa ﬁPBKﬁnHé%r%Vlém.gO% Proyidnd; paiéomabievesntanheind media
user is not required to provide the regular paynents
t IPTESE BTaYEdsr 302{@ ormeded p&iémicttercos@parthctrebgrhqs ihhegiven month the
service center 212 acts as a one point billing service

[ @65y Ascesd thie rinesi@ppitedi mdrgtime Hill @dghcdefiethd SRleo MYient at all or
subscribe to the nultiple paid services, he or she

Ry a Refy Ifh QY AnsaR off bign S 8 \GLEESirdulAtankay %déé?s%ggl%g sl have to pav

for. For example, if nedia content provi

PESVHAEORNE L AT PSR SBO R0 e ovs b

provi provi pard Vi n
r s.in a given nmonth the wuser may access the
%%gggggghtgﬁ?&ﬁﬁﬁy"Fines but not access the video
c BL nt at all or for a very limted amount of tine.
Iﬁ’ §§]ch LFIEIREY anBe $OmEn mbadimentsy the billingaweodute 34§ may be

configured to determine how much of a service a media device 202 and/or a user has
actually used and provide payment based on actual usage. For instance, the media
devices 202 may include a tracking module that tracks actual usage of services and
content provided by a media provider 204. The billing module 312 may communicate
with the media device 202 and determine the amount of usage based on the tracking
module. The billing module 312 may then cause a higher payment to be provided to
those media content providers whose services and content is actually being used while
perhaps providing a lower payment or no payment to a service that was not used or that
was used only a very littie. In this way, the user is able to avoid paying for services that

are not used while the services that are used are able to receive a higher payment.
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the entire periodic subscription fee to the nedia
content provider 204b even though he or she did not
use the service. [0053] Accordingly, "in sone

enbodi nents the biIIing nodul e 312 may be configured

[b@ éﬂ gtr qé@aglgré?ﬁgﬁ%dm{ Tv?cesc%il}e/ea %i% anaﬁlrag% ng L%llgf;lﬁ@H&lentication
BTG ALt 205 Ajpefien waén%fhlq A5k g BrckRARE HdD enpeiat one or

actual usage of services and content provided by a
Q\P%tfe‘ilem 207 reee prdpeiln guihontidated3si®hrthat the media devices
connunlcate with the nedia device 202 and determ ne
20Remaynbe reblofo nsape dmsed odeivies tkan khe gnedi® grdvederd DO4. For -
billing nodul e 312 may then cause a hi gher paynment to

dxemple) tedRthdnbicatidHOHBINE fad SR G at® Wi tHE En%dYé{‘ﬁ%%ders 204 to

services and content is acfually being used wh

rBﬂR:SW ¥ fofth Ao is n%gﬁegl fBIaXQTEé}{m%on” OTI’i)génrfg%at}og may then be

'serV| ce that was not use use

n.this t he user e.to avoi d
Dbt b Seedf kB B wrogaliSE 3 REEERER T I
services that are used are able to receive a higher
Bsaspmuptsed 96 spivyang) hardwarsmer amn sempingtien of spfivars andritaedware as
212 may al so include an. authentication nodule 314. :
clisematandes nwarranti ofhemgeatatios lof thayautlencoatidnguroddlet 14 is further
ensure that one or nore of the media devices 202 are

des@fied| ih alktliesily caveel, susPeddiad Wise PREUA AGPUELRD Serial No.
202 may be able to receive content or services from

e onedi Fky H(\!ﬂeqﬁ?tgu?r?%oﬂépr% %é‘fp(ltaﬁorntep docket 16320.55) herein

aut hénti cati on communi cate W
r ovi der, ternine what infornmation is needed

F%?p%ﬁ H%ﬁf?éénce VS nf or mati on may then be
AL, R B £ R B SESS md: 400 for o
sof tware, hardware, or any conbination of software and
spsiehviasladiag one or more media devices that receive content or services from one
or more media content providers to manage a user’s relationship With the media devices
and/or the media content providérs. The one or more media devices may include one of
a safellite radio device, a portable. audio player, a.por_table DVD or CD player, a
personal computer, a laptop computer, a servef computer, a cellular telephone, a
* personal digital assistant (PDA), or any combination thereof.
[0056] The method includes identifying 402 one or more media devices associated
with a user. For example, service center 212 may identify one or more of the media
devices 202 that are associated with a user.

[0057] The method 400 also includes identifying 404 one or more media content

providers configured to provide content or services to the media devices. For example,
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circunstances warrant. The operation of the
aut hentication nodule 314 is further described in
commonly owned, co-pending U S. Patent Application
Serial No. 12/259,876, filed herewith on QOctober 28,
c O i_ncorporate
%89 B R KA ‘5‘%‘62‘? gl dRIeR BBl 204 e
whi ch |IIustrat a hod 400 for a
B Fatrohe PR a s Y ohsrs ol edsee it ats
CIﬁﬁelve_content or_services fron1one or nore nedia
2¥nt Throvieted 400 Jurthsrageludes sranaging 0§ tdne s grevispécts of the
the nedi a devices and/or the nedia content providers.
Tuser” & redatomshaprveitinthe ioae dewiote snaviey déviiads wdé/ oot ik or @nore of media
satellite radio device, a portable audio player, a

pehteab ipeovilidss GlicHCBaptRY@e, 0R mdR€ Al G OPHL €hnh 8ured to receive
| apt op conputer, a server conputer a cellular

t RInRRN B G rvides REH I %he&ﬁ %?Iﬁt‘é%rbtroxglfieljr’é\) Fortxadiple, service

conbi nation thereof. 005 I nC

| LEying. 402 .0ne or nore nedi.a deV|ces associ at ed

&?L& 3 el e e R e BRET PGS B ph dsipapaggment of the user's
ntlf on re of the nedia devices 202 that

NQRYHR f?ﬂéiae metia dgVigeetV2 psborthe medianonteotipupgBiesd 2.

|ncludes |dent|fy|ng 404 one or nore nedia content

ph08%9lder ks confdngradinento npmeginge 466 ndrenbr anors edspeeeSoft the user’s

the nedi a devices. For exanple, 21 the service center

2t hativaship deitt ithey osner aoreah ediaf dévites mdiod t(kORhEM: more of media
providers 204 that are configured to provide content

O¢onBédk Yidi@gers CohhesciBAbSHEY bEES: £8% a i%igt%‘igﬂ us-glr'gewith an account of

met hod 400 further |ncludes managi ng

S Sehe S, ghation W th 0

AL R ﬁa&t@nal —_
cont ent Q{OVLd uch that t he, one or nore_ medi

sl \c/ewglel%l\ aregcr& ﬁ t|10é1611 H3FTS 3 Dgsome associated with the user’s account

and may also have one or more media devices associated with them. In some
embodiments, the association may be a tree structure that allows the user or other
members of the tree structure to provide inheritance settings for other members of the
tree structure. In other embodiments, the user may control the purchasing capabilities
of the additional users and conwol the content provided to the additional users as
discussed above.

[0060] In another embodiment, managing 406 one or more aspects of the user’s
relationship with the one or more media devices and/or the one or more of media
content providers comprises allowing the user to identify desired content or services to

be provided to the media devices. For example, the user may 1dentify podcasts and



content or services fromthe one or nore nedia content
provi ders. For exanple, service center 212 and its
vari ous nmanagenent nodul es may provi de nanagenent of
the user's relationship with the nedi a devices 202

r ' ~ ] -S I n_one
SR ek OF ARG ToP A0 i ORI R sstPE dhe Pt et one or
user's .. r Iatia ship with the one or nore nedia N
FTF BEGIAGRIIGE 20RBAAECTST  FOPESTHR QReitare % BRvensly discussed
provi ders conprises associating one or nore additiona
d9Q81d wilp il Aursecs smbpdiprents. eanaging 46 nass ordrataspagtsorfahe user's
or nore nedia devices with the additional users. As
peleuomshgl widieser orzect, maxlelinh édinalevitse nad/BRYhDBEOMR more of media
associated with the user's account and may al so have
QdEted! pRiErRIMPrikVee RS I0€ hadifde Wold! foh&Militaling billine and
some enbodi nents, the association may be a tree ~ -

: - - r -0 mber f .
R e S B A se e TR s B Ry bregocns For
ot her ers. of the ree structuyre. |n _other . R ,
eIt SovR et 2 n o ek il e CheGient services for paid
capabilities of the additional users and control the
COREBhOT BRTBPERE Vs thyeonsdeti moeneal thageadia eententirsevidere@04. The
above. [0060] In another enbodi nent. nanagi ng 406 one
ETVIEN ectHepeLt mayf daidranins dp'vs ofter laafiek sheiid foenbtdvidedefor the paid
one or nore nedi a devices and/or the one or nore of
nedicat of atveRrt apd Gvind@ b pEOWARE itise fecdd: tRMRFobRRe WS interval. In
to identify desired content or services to be

oA GeshdbiRedi 8hdTRH e HEHLCED: mEQ He@XATR MR 4hlE a{ﬁéﬁ%t of usage of

may identify podcasts and 22 other types of con

I %é?lltllgglapg?rlvg‘e da%\él ey thze(r)lgper I-\Iz-lg S Sﬁja%%%ngg%seg lé)glgtélg pngéef Xs previously

one O nore nedia
c&jlection of picture as previously discussed. [0061]
|HSEEPY further embodi nents, managi ng 406 one or nore

aspects of the user's _ ,
[0062]  Embodiments herein may comprise a special purpose or general-purpose

computer including various computer hardware. Portable media devices are examples
of special purpose computers. Embodiments may also include computer-readable
media for carrying or having computer-executable instructions or data structures stored
thereon. Such computer-readable media can be any available media that can be
accessed by a general purpose or special purpose computer. By way of example, and
not limitation, such computer-readable media can comprise RAM, ROM. EEPROM,
CD-ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage
devices, or any other medium which can be used to carry or store desired program code
means 1n the form of computer-executable instructions or data structures and which can

be accessed by a general purpose or special purpose computer. When information is



relationship with the one or nore nedia devices and/or
the one or nore of nmedia content providers conprises
providing for a single point for facilitating billing
and paynent relationships between the nedia devices
1.3: t i,ders. For exanple, the . :
R BB e RS S g e ssEnccton either
ervi.ces fo aid content or ﬁerv[ces provi ded by one
E‘Ffd%fre - 9 re[eﬁ e fli SOTHBRRIOR: O PYFIHEA sooparelesyido @ computer, th
service center 212 may determ ne how often a fee '
SABORET Bepetly wieked theogonnketigapta cooypuemireaiabkemedivms Thus, any
and then may provide the fee at the appropriate tine
isn¢teconakctiohris podpeely temibsic c@npwer-tdadats€ inedien CEBi®Inations of the
212 may determ ne the actual anount of usage of a
PB6Vd helidral eeihEIRdad oitRBYth G%emf%fn%ﬁte?é&m?ﬂfe npRised
on the usage as previously discussed. [0062
[ rei j a_speci al purpose or .
gene ar?%u E%gégegg%%étégggﬁgﬁgépﬁl 3%r?30 m%ﬁﬁ%dngwnonsand
hardware. Portabl e nmedia devices are exanpl es of ,
SR PRI (5308 DG REHRSS GO BRACEE FFPGF somputer, or specia
i ncl ude conputer-readable nedia for carrying or
PRTRASY RIOFRSINE r dBsesc Ui abirEoTI it pertain ofvocioon dat group of functions.
structures stored thereon. Such conputer-readable
relthicagle dhe Isebjanly meartar |tabl eenedisariiddatn darpubge sptRXs $€ Gtructural
by a general purpose or special purpose conputer. By
vieytuet sdanrmheétho@sidgicAbthct, i fsadol B, un@B&tbod that the subject matter
conput er -readabl e nedi a can conpri se RAM ROM EEPROM
nREMahe QE’I%'E‘EF@ malirﬁglis gdtsrlt@ce?sts%ﬂ?% eltéagthEé (E););:ecgfﬁ)s/fléatures or acts

storage or © magneti1 ¢ st orage Vi S,

SeOF e S0 BB R R B ) e e e
conpu e{-exe.ut bl e inﬁgrgftions or data structures
&t PP REN S Se 6aHYS- a general purpose or

s%ecial %urpose conmputer. Wen information is 23
[0064] he present invention may be embodied in other specific forms without

departing from its spirit or essential characteristics. The described embodiments are to
be considered in all respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of the
invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims rather than by the foregoing
description. All changes which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of

the claims are to be embraced within their scope.
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transferred or provided over a network or another
comruni cati ons connection (either hardw red,

wi rel ess, or a conbination of hardwired or wrel ess)
to a conputer, the conputer properly views the

connection as a conputer-reqﬁg .medi um Thus. any
such connection is properly terned a conputer-readabl e
medi u nations of the above should also be

i ncl ud MNSF Mef e scope of conput er - r eadabl e nedi a.

[ 0063] Conputer-executable instructions conprise, for
exanpl e, instructions and data which cause a genera

pur pose comnputer, special purpose conputer, or speci al

pur posk pr osessiing cetei foe nianapiief e FelatiG@hipdbdiween users of media
function or group of functions. Although the subject

nidvicRlE alashdBheHesE r’d'xé@l@dia”dé@é@uﬁgzeco% ?'bfe % r8v1ded b\ one or
structural features and/ or nethodol ogic act It

t ect natter defined in
tﬁ%kgﬁgg%§6ﬂ£§ﬂg?ﬁ§a%§; {ﬁﬁgtessarlly limted to the
specific features or acts described above. Rather,
t he speci fizpfoeassor,es and acts descri bed above are
di scl osed as exanple forns of inplenenting the
clainms. [0064] The present invention may be enbodi ed
in other sp®RS % BOFOFIPECSAY IR doft trangégpang flaty betwmem ithesservice center
spirit or essential characteristics. The descri bed
enbodi angntths oaeer tnyore needizodevidesr ad henwednl the 8sRet@n@Abid the one
as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of the
I nvent oranotesnedibestbmipoviddrdi cat ed by the appended
claims rather than by the foregoing description. A
changes which cone within the meaning and range of
equi val ency® OF TIRE BFRPRsM@dales dohsonmdbdais ecteiviet Hiam the one or
their scope. 24 CLAIMS Wat is clained is:

more media devices and the one or more media content providers; and

one or more management modules configured to cause the service center
to at least partially manage one or more aspects of a user’s relationship with one

ormore media devices and/or one or more of media content providers.

A . . : . :
2. The service center in accordance with claim 1, wherein the one or more

management modules are one of an account module, a content module, a billine

module, and an authentication module.
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1. A service center for managi ng the rel ationship

bet ween users of nedia devices and the content on the

nmedi a devi ces, the content being provided by one or

nore nedia content providers. conprising: a processor;

one ory nmor r r anst data betwe

t he ser VI Cgrltees%?vzgee&e\ﬁ?%ﬁ{x aggoxtdagpe Wlﬁrﬂo rcfealrrgmldw CI(‘:Fé]Q/%}be %ne Oor more
and bet ween éQe service cente t he one nor e _

AR R B 5 et grpstuls & “‘-‘ﬁie‘ﬁtﬁ’ﬁ‘gﬁer%%i §fraice center to at

for storing data received fromthe one or nore nedia

dedst pasally dnaneae Gne o5 MaTe raSPRESE 04 acesst e melatmshipdwits ;one or more

and one or nore nanagenent nodul es configured to cause

tthedig gleviceeamiot @re ort mowt oﬂ aggia ganddt rdWddrBBRgRs@@ing the user

or nore aspects of a user's relationship with one or

NWitle afBetoantadi eSS sRIHMElon MR nire PR Rvi B diid tﬁé’ﬁ‘ie?ﬁtaccount.

provi ders. 2. The servi ce center in accordance W t

claim1, wherein the one or nore nmanagenent nodul es

are one of an account nodule, a content nodule. a

billing nodule, and an authentication nodule. 25 3.

The sejvice.center in accordance with claiml, wher

- t he onjé or ern%er eséemr(fﬁn%enee et ASEtARse T g3 oo oY‘J'h‘?rem the account

l.e .canfigure o cause the service center to at

| @a ‘eleﬂ%?ttﬂh&? configmely o rseciate oRsr & mefseddyiopnl wserswithghe user’s

relationship with one or nore nedia devices and/or

offEowRt e teTthenppealc one enmare oyedibefesichy with slocadalifiorg! users.

the user w th an account and by associating one or

nore nedia devices wwth the user's account. 4. The

service center in accordance with claim 3, wherein the

account

3. The service center in accordance with claim 4, wherein the association of

the user and the additional users is comprised of a tree-like data structure.

6. The service center in accordance with claim 4, wherein account
management module is configured to control the purchasing capabilities of the one or

more additional users and to control the content provided to the one or more additional

users.
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nodul e is further configured to associate one or nore
additional users with the user's account and to
further associate one or nore nedia devices with the
addi tional users. 5. The service center in accordance
w th j a|n1 %ﬂﬁ&?& t&QS t f th use
the additi onalS user sé}ll S cg%ér(agﬁ%‘b?pc;ﬁrflee WheRan toé‘e Or more
structur The service c r in accordance with
TS Gt S T Sanrod e fae Service center to at
onflgured to control the purcha3|ng capabilities of
tIERSt pABIaBY Mansee ORE @F YA ASPede P8 agisdr ' oeladortshipl witheone or more
content provided to the one or nore additional wusers.
A6edia d¥heessardioromecenhere offimadiaardenc providdis by alibwihg the user to
wherein the one or nore nanagenent nodules is a

claaitEmt dedPetl icBnefn bt Gereckst MaC AHS & HREpDe{dél 8y S8 LRMia content
to at least partially manage one or nore aspects of a

%g{;ldgrsrt@{}@tﬂ,&ﬂg,gé\gcé@ th one or nore nedia devices
d/or one or nore of nmedia content providers by
aIIOMAng the user to identify desired content or
services that are to be provided by the nmedia content
providers to the media devices. 8. The service center
in ac%?rda e wth claim7, wherein the content
modul €5i s f W% REVICE offRiS LR e BCOHI2RES Fiil T CtrIBN G wihereisy ghe content
of the nmedia devices with content or services such
tRadule pefugberrongeed ie disacidesoreey may of trewsdit fievices with content
content or services. 9. The service center in
aarceriemn cechvihtinthe bstotialed mddis @evicdshBa0nR e thBBERent or services.
managenent nodules is a billing nodule configured to
cause the service center to at |east partially manage
one or nore aspects of a user's relationship wth one
or nore nedia devices and/or one or nore of nedia

contend provhdessichYeREOM LcBRafeeShitg cfim 1, wherein the one or more

management modules is a billing module configured to cause the service center to at
least partially manage one or more aspects of a user’s relationship with one or more
media devices and/or one or more of media content providers by providing a single
point for facilitating billing and payment relationships between the media devices and

the media content providers.

10. The service center in accordance with claim 9, wherein the billing
moduie is further configured to determine the actual amount of usage of a particular
service and to provide payment to the media service provider providing the service

based on the determination of usage.



point for facilitating billing and paynent

rel ati onshi ps between the nedi a devices and the nedia
content providers. 10. The service center in
accordance with claim9, wherein the billing nodule

is further iganfi@h SdiuitAstEshEe HEa gi%{rf)irldggv'ﬁhgg%ggtfe content or

of usage of a particular ~ service and t

ment. to the nedia _servi rovi.der provi di t he . .
BENTRD o) B RO e P BT L ety B9 mageing « user's
a system including one or_nore nedi a devices that
BPREIR 3ithethe Qfte o5 BIfF deedif (dsHiceh @ndyor it enensdimore of media
content providers. a nethod for nmanaging a user's
reentent pagisiers. thetthethod cemprisongnor e nedi a devi ces and/ or
the one or nore of nedia content providers. the

met hod conprising:. identifying one. or nore nedia .
devi ces ass 8%?%?%‘3 W h mé’r%g’ggl,a Yt F‘?WP‘H&H‘S’H@ piser;
nore nedia content providers configured to provide

content or gedt#ineSoreCor! MBred@MlEEHntAN tr BRI icﬁl% FP& to provide
or nore aspects of the user's relationship wth the

one or. . Mmr & edia deyd §&3: %PQ{ or the one or nore of
medi a content providers such’ “that the one or nore

medi a devices are configured to receive content or

services f i amagidyeomner Iﬁbre_ﬁﬁpectﬁﬁﬂ ki® @RfTE @€lhtionship with the one or
providers. 12. The method in accordance with claim 11,

wher ei folRRRadiNEeNBS Md/BhE odSReRbR &f mbhS clrt%{%ﬁt Broviders such

rel ati onshi p conprises: associating one or no

addi ti an i count of -t he ,user: . and .
associ tggtlatjﬁ g ldgﬁ E)?gl\r/&érrglf gﬁr@g/f%g SViodEst I{I?/Idt{ﬂ T9eye content or services

additignal users. . _ .
om the one or more media content providers.

12. The method in accordance with claim 11, wherein managing one or more

aspects of the user’s relationship comprises:
associating one or more additional users with an account of the user; and

associating one or more media devices with the additional users.

13. The method in accordance with claim 12, wherein the association of the

user and the additional user is comprised of a tree-like data structure.

28



13. The nethod in accordance with claim 12, wherein
the associ ation of the wuser and the additional user
is conprised of a tree-like data structure. 28 14. The
nmet hod in accordance with claim 12, further

CONpri18i NG TheGRALEPI! dcBGdbitE: RHE %lm'mg rf
of the one or nore additional users contr rng

user o ByEfER TR SRR ”&rﬁfrrarﬂ?r%faﬁﬁwal users and

wher ei n managi ng one or nore aspects of the user's
rel at i ehsillheoBEBbntERDrodlic®W Me ohber BSE! addftidrdemder{ Y
desired content or services that are to be provided

by the nedia content providers to the nedia devices.
16. The nethod in accordance wth claim 11, wherein
managi ng one or nore aspects of the user's

rel at i,gnshi ses: Broyi a _sjingle point for

faci |1$ at i n%lebm?tgr h &5 ﬂ?ﬂﬁtﬁ%}%ﬂa}tl g’ﬁgﬁﬁb@anamno one or more
bet ween éhe nedi a devices and the nedia content

FEBRATRI RS Usey s THRHOREMMMEMRTRSES c cor dance with cl ai m 16
further conprising: determning the actual anount of

usage ff, “g?g;ﬁ{etdsefl AldetS el Fed @&ﬁe@r&\@e h&g tﬂﬁya@ 't]o be provided

to t he service provider prov e servi
ﬁd orach ?e&erern%t onéﬁ e. 29 18. The
U1 QREBF BV EE A RE e urt her conpri sing:

|dent|fy|ng one or nore nedi a content provi ders that
provi de content or services

16. The method in accordance with claim 11, wherein managing one or more

aspects of the user’s relationship comprises:

providing a single point for facilitating billing and payment relationships

between the media devices and the media content providers.

17. The method in accordance with claim 16 further comprising:

determining the actual amount of usage of a particular service; and

providing payment to the media service provider providing the service based on

the determination of usage.



for a fee; determ ning the how often the fee should be
provided to the one or nore nmedia content providers;
and providing the fee to the one or nore media content
providers at the appropriate tine interval. 19. The

met hodig. n apkoheRng ¢ X\éaoma%lcgl\hmh:l&al \é\ﬁefut & Sgprgsrllr?v or

nore nmedia devices are one a sat era
devi ce, a portable audio player a portable DVD or CD

pl ayerldelalfgmemna)lx TOEMEder corAers @ V\eliere @R BERMide @ntent or services
| aptop conputer, a cellular telephone, a persona

dioghtfed;, assistant (PDA), or any conbination thereof.

20. The method in accordance with claim 11, wherein

the nethod is acconplished through the use of a

servi ceeiganmiag thehzaw ofier the farathotid Heh@ooided @F the@he or more media
medi a devi ces and the one or nore medi a cont ent

prootend progide8() and

providing the fee to the one or more media content providers at the appropriate

time interval.

19. The method in accordance with claim 11, wherein the one or more media
devices are one of a satellite radio device, a portabie audio player, a portable DVD or

CD player, a personal computer, a server computer, a laptop computer, a cellular

telephone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), or any combination thereof,

20. The method in accordance with claim 11, wherein the method is
accomplished through the use of a service center that is external to the one or more

media devices and the one or more media content providers.
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