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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a purging apparatus 
with reduced purging operation time. To achieve 
this, a pod opener (21), which is an apparatus for 
feeding purging gas into a reticle pod (1) which 
comprises a pod cover (5) and an openable bot­
tom lid (7) then discharging the gas to carry out 
purging, is provided with a stage (25), a lifting 
drive mechanism (41), a latch mechanism (13), 
and a feeding-discharging part (49). The stage 
(25) is able to detach the bottom lid (7) from the 
pod cover (5) and attach the bottom lid (7) to the 
pod cover (5). The lifting drive mechanism (41) is 
able to move the stage (25). The latch mechanism 
(13) operates a latch member (15) which is used 
for locking the bottom lid (7) to the pod cover (5) 
and releasing the lock. The feeding-discharging 
part (49) begins purging before the latch member 
(15) finishes the operation of locking the bottom 
lid (7) to the pod cover (5). 
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