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WHAT WE CLAIM IS:—
1. A process for the preparation of a methyl
glyoxal acetal having the general formula:—

4. A process according to any one of claims
1 to 3, wherein the temperature is maintained
at 60° to 120°C. during the reaction,
5. A process according to any one of claims 25

5 CH,COCH(OR), (I) ' 1 to 4, wherein the catalyst is used in an
' amount of 1 to 109, by welght of the di-
wherein R is an alkyl group containing up to  hydroxyacetone.
10 carbon atoms, which comprises reacting at 6. A process according to any one of the
a temperature of 50° to 150°C. dihydroxy- preceding claims, wherein the alkanol is used 30
acetone with at least an equivalent amount of in an excess amount over the equivalent
10 an alkanol containing 1 to 10 carbon atoms  amount within a range of a 2 molar to a
in the pretence of a catalytic amount of a 200 molar excess.
mineral acid or a cation exchange resin (in 7. A process according to claim 6, wherem B
its acid form) produced from an acid havmg the alkanol is used in an amount of 10 mols 35
a pK value of less than one. per 1 mol of dihydroxyacetone.
15 2. A process according -to claim 1 wherein 8. A process for the preparation of methyl
the alkanol used conmms from 1 to 4 carbon  glyoxal acetals according to claim 1 and sub-
atoms. stantially as hereinbefore described with refer-
3. A process according to either one of ence to the Examples. 40
claims 1 or 2, wherein the cation exchange 9. Methyl glyoxal acetals of formula (I)
20 resinisa sulphonated polystyrene or a sulpho-  herein whenever prepared by a process accord-

nated styrene-divinylbenzene copolymer.

ing to any one of the preceding claims..
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