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FREESTANDING FURNITURE DEFINING OFFICE 

WITH ADJUSTABLE FOOTPRINT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

PCT/US98/09384 

The present invention concems a furniture system adapted to expand and 

contract to form offices of different sizes and having different footprints in plan view. 

Office space is costly. Also, the organization and layout of office space is very 

important to job efficiency and job satisfaction.. Unfortunately, office needs cannot 

5 always be predicted ahead of time, and further the needs change. Thus. there is a 

tremendous need for a furniture system constructed to expand and contract with the 

available building space, and to provide on-site customized arrangements adaptable to 

fonn nonunifonn office sizes. but without requiring a huge number of size-specific 

furniture. Notably, size-specific fumirure is common. panicularly in wood furnirure. 

10 such that inventories of assembled units and also components therefor are often high, 

expensive and burdensome. 

Thus, a furniture system solving the aforementioned needs is desired. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In one aspect, the present invention includes a furniture system having a 

15 plurality of expandable/collapsible furniture articles configured to form offices of 

different sizes and different footprints in plan view. Each furniture article includes a 

primary work surface, a telescopingly adjustable storage unit adjustably connected to 

and at least panially supporting one end of the primary work surface, and a vertically 

extending panel attached to the primary work surface for visually separating one office 

20 from another. Thus, the furniture articles can be arranged and rearrang~d to form 

offices of different sizes, with the furniture articles being adjusted to provide an 

optimal work area in each office but being arranged to be totally within a selected 

dimensional footprint. 

In another aspect, the present invention includes a furniture article constructed 

25 to adjust and fill at least one dimension of an office footprint. The furniture article 

includes a desk having a work surface with ends, a support for supporting one of the 

ends, and a slip-fit leg on the other end. A furniture unit having a top is provided. 

The slip-fit leg adjustably engages the top so that the top suppons the other end of the 

work surface. but so that the furnirure unit is horizontally adjustable to different 

30 locations partially under the work surface. 
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In yet another aspect, the present invention includes a furniture article having a · 

desk with a work surface, a support supporting one of the ends of the work su!rface, 

and a leg supponing the other end. The furniture article further includes a ft$iture 

unit with a storage section and a top, the leg engaging the top. A bracket is abjustably 

S attached to an underside of the work surface and to the furniture unit to fix ~ location 

of the furniture unit relative to the work surface in an adjusted position. 

These and other features, advantages and objects of the present inventicm wili 

be further understood and appreciated· by those skilled in the art by reference to the 

following specification, claims and appended drawings. 

10 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

15 

Fig. l is a front perspective view of a furniture article embodying the present 

invention; 

Fig. 2 is a rear perspective view of the furniture article shown in Fig. '1; 

Fig. 3 is an end view of the furniture article shown in Fig 1; 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary front view of the furniture article shown in Fi$. 1; 

Fig. 5 is a partially exploded.view of the furniture article shown in Fig. 1 but 

wherein the storage unit is a two-wide type storage unit; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the Z-bracket shown in Fig. 4; 

Fig. 7 is an exploded perspective view of the furniture article shown ih Fig. 1 

20 including the work surface extension; 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing a furniture system incorporating 'the 

furniture anicle shown in Fig. 1, including a screen and a high storage cabin~t; 

Fig. 9 is a furniture system incorporating the furniture article shown ip Fig. 1 

including a partition panel system, several of the partition panels being positibned off 

25 module and adjustably connected to a main run of panition panel; 

30 

Fig. 10 is a schematic plan view of the furniture system shown in Fig. 9, the 

illustrated office arrangement including five differently sized offices; 

Fig. 11 is a perspective view showing the furniture system of Fig. 1 

incorporated into a stand-alone office that is adjustable in size orthogonal ditj=ctions; 

Fig. 12 is a front perspective view showing a modified furniture article 

embodying the present invention; 

Fig. 13 is a rear perspective view showing the modified furniture artide of Fig. 

12; 
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12; 

12; 

Fig. 14 is an end view of the furniture article shown in Fig. 12; 

Fig. 15 is a front view showing the furniture article of Fig. 12; 

Fig. 16 is an exploded perspective view showing the furniture article of Fig. 

Fig. 17 is a perspective view of the modified attachment bracket shown in Fig. 

Fig. 18 is a fragmentary side view showing the attachment bracket of Fig. 17 

installed on the furniture article of Fig. 12; 

Fig. 19 is an exploded fragmentary perspective view of the furniture article 

10 shown in Fig. 12; and 

Fig. 20 is a partially exploded fragmentary top view of the furniture article 

shown in Fig. 12. 

DETAILED PESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Furniture article 20 (Fig. 1) embodying the present invention includes a 

15 freestanding desk unit 21 having a work surface 22, and a low-height storage unit or 

cabinet 23 supporting one end 24 of the work surface 22. The cabinet 23 is 

telescopingly adjustable under the work surface 22 to various positions. This allows 

the furniture anicle 20 to be adjusted to completely fill one side of an office 

arrangement, even if the dimension of the one side of the office arrangement is not 

20 known ahead of time and even if the dimension is changed during rearrangement of the 

office arrangement. Advantageously, che furniture arrangement 20 can be used to 

satisfy a plurality of needs, such as maximizing work surface in a given office 

arrangement, filling a space within a predetermined office footprint to prevent gaps, 

providing an optimal appearance, while also eliminating a need for a huge number of 

25 size specific furniture articles. The illustrated article 20 is substantially made of wood 

products, although the present invention is contemplated to include non-wood furniture 

and office systems as well. 

The work surface 22 of desk 21 (Fig. 1) is L-shaped and includes a long 

section 25 and a short section 26 that extends orthogonally to long section 25. The 

30 front edge 27 of the work surface is radiused around its inner comer connecting the 

long and short sections 25 and 26 to provide an optimal user-friendly shape for use. 

The rear edge 28 of work surface 22 includes multiple cutouts 29 for providing vertical 

wire routing, such as for communication of.power to computer equipment when the 
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furniture article 20 is positioned against a wall or partition or other furniture. 

Notably, it is contemplated that the present invention Will also work on a 

"straight" rectangular worksurface, and accordingly the shape of the illustrated L­

shaped worksurface should not be construed to be unnecessarily limiting. 

An end panel or· end support 30 is provided at the end of short section 26 for 

supporting the work surface 22 on a floor. An aperture 31 is formed at the top of end 

support 30 to provide for wire routing. A rear comer leg 33· is provided in a ~ear 

comer of the joinder of long and short sections 25 and 26. 

Optionally, a second rear leg 35 (Fig. 2) is attached to the end of long:section 

10 25 along its rear edge 28. Back leg 35 supports an optional courtesy panel 36 that 

extends between comer leg 33 and rear leg 35, and that is located generally under rear 

edge 28 of long section 25. Rear leg 35 is not required unless the counesy patnel 36 is 

desired, or unless additional support is required for work surface 22. A panel! type leg 

or 37 is located under the end of long section 25 generally aligned with rear l~g 35. 

15 Leg 37 comprises a wood panel that extends generally from a front to a rear cif the 

work surface 22. An aperture 38 is formed in leg 37 along a top edge thereof for wire 

routing ·and for receiving a connector bracket 57 described below. , ·· 

Cabinet 23 (Fig. 4) includes a three-drawer wide storage unit 40. No~bly, a 

one or two drawer cabinet or a cabinet with shelves (with or without doors) cbuld also 

20 be used. In the illustrated cabinet 23, a top 41 is provided that is spaced above storage 

unit 40 to create a gap 42 therebetween. Legs 43 extend downwardly from s~rage 

unit 40 for supporting the cabinet 23 on a floor surface. Notably, it is conte~plated 

that the present invention includes a variety of different furnitlire units. such as ones 

having a panel-type flat top. It is also contemplated that the furniture units n.iay or 

25 may not include drawers. doors, and other closed storage type devices. 

AZ-bracket 45 (Fig. 6) is configured to adjustably but fixedly connetj: desk 

unit 21 and cabinet 23. The bracket 45 includes a top flange 46 adapted for:screw 

attachment to an underside of the work surface 22, and further includes a bottom 

flange 47 configured to extend into the gap 42. Bottom flange 47 includes aiJ apenure 

30 so that it can be screw attached to a bottom surface of the top 41. Notably, ~ne or 
' 

more Z-brackets can be used to connect cabinet 23 to desk 21 as required/desired. A 

middle section 48 of Z-bracket 45 spaces flanges 46 and 47 apart vertically a: 

predetermined dimension so that the bracket mates with the underside of top 41 of 
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cabinet 23 and with the underside of work surface 22 of desk. 2.l. 

A work surface exte~ion 50 (Fig. 7) is provided to ~~~~tically visually 

terminate the end of the work surface 22 above cabinet 23. Extension 50 includes a 

top 51 and multiple legs 52 for supporting the top 51 above cabinet top 41. The legs 

5 52 are spaced apart to stably support the top 51 and align it with the work surface 22. 

The top 51 includes an edge 53 configured to matingly abut the end surface 54 of long 

section 25 of work surface 22. The remaining perimeter 55 of work surface extension 

top 51 is shaped to provide a visually attractive termination of the work surface 22. A 

tongue bracket 57 extends from edge 53 and is configured to extend through aperture 

10 38 to an underside of work surface 22. ~he tongue bracket includes apertures 58 for 

receiving screws to secure the work surface extension 50 tightly against work surface 

22. The legs 52 preferably include padded bottom surfaces to minimize scuffing and 

marring of the cabinet top 41, thus permitting later adjustmem without leaving telltale 

mars. 

15 The furniture article 20 can be used as freestanding furniture positioned against 

a permanent building wall 69 (Fig. 8) or a demountable architectural wall (not shown 

per se) to define a plurality of offices. As illustrated, a head-high cabinet 65 is 

positioned adjacent the end of short section 26 to provide visual and physical 

separation of offices. A screen 66 optionally is attached to a back side of the desk 21 

20 such as to the back of the courtesy panel 36 and extends with the· screen 66 extending 

above work surface 22. Alternatively, the screen can be attached between the tall 

cabinet 65 and the building wall 69. Also, Fig. 8 illustrates that a book binder. hutch. 

or other overhead storage unit 66' can be supported on the work surface to provide 

visual division of office space. 

25 In another embodiment, the furniture article 20 is positioned within a building 

space subdivided into offices by an adjustable partition system 70 (Fig. 9). Partition 

system 70 need not described herein in detail for a complete understanding of the 

present invention. Nonetheless, to facilitate a present understanding, it is noted that 

partition system 70 includes a main run of partitions 71 (called a "spine wall'' herein} 

30 and also includes off-module position panels 72 (called "fin walls" herein) connected to 

the main run of panel 71. The fin-wall panels 72 are adjustable to different 

incrementally different positions along the main run of panels 71 such that offices of 

different dimensional sizes or footprints are possible. The present furniture article 20 
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is particularly adapted to be positioned within these adjustably sized offices. since the 
' .; 

furniture article 20 can be e~p~ed or contracted to completely fill a particul~ 

dimension Dl within the adjustable offices, even where the dimension is not lQiown 

ahead of time, or where the dimension may change during office rearrangement. 

5 Thus, the furniture article 2() eliminates any undesired gaps or "rats nests" within the 

adjustable offices. 

Fig. 10 is an example showing five offices each with a different dimerision . 
. , 1 

Notably, in Fig. 10, the funiiture articles shown include a first office 81 with; a 

furniture article 20 having a desk 21 and. a two-drawer cabinet 23A for comp!Ctely 

10 filling one side having a first dimension Dl. Fig. 10 further illustrates a second office 

82 having a furniture article 20 with a two-drawer cabinet 23 adjusted under the desk 

21 to a dimension·D2 that is larger than dimension Dl. Also illustrated is an office 83 
·. ' 

having a furniture article 20 utilizing a two-drawer cabinet 23 and positioned to define 

a predetermined corner space 84 for receiving materials for storage (e.g. roll~ 

15 drawings or the like). Also shown is a fourth office 85 with a furniture articie 20, 

which office utilizes a threefdrawer cabinet 23 and a work surface extension $0, this 

last office defining a dimeru;ion .04 that is considerably larger than Dl and D2, and 

somewhat larger than dimension D3. A fifth office 86 is shown having a furhiture 

article 87 that is adjustable in two directions, as described below. 

20 Furniture article 87 (Fig. 11) includes components identical or similar 

components to furniture article ·20, and identical identification numbers are u~ed to 

reduce redundant discussio:Q. Basically, in furniture article 87, the end support 30 is 

eliminated, and a second cabinet 23 is used in combination with a second foot 37 and 

second bracket 45 to support short section 26 of work surface 22. A table 9() and top-

25 mounted bookcase/shelf 91' finish the office to dimensions 92 and 93. 

A modified furniture article 20A is illustrated in Figs. 12-20. In mo~ified 

furniture article 20A, all features and components that are identical to or simllar to the 

furniture article 20 are identified with identical numbers, but with the additi®al letter 

"A". In furniture article 20A, the back leg 35 (Fig. 2) has been eliminated. , An inner 

30 back panel 100 (Figs. 14 and 15) is attached to worksurface 22A and is attaChed to an 

inside of the leg 37A. Th~ inner back panel 100 is about twice the height ot leg 37A 

and extends below leg 37A. Inner back panel 100 engages a back end of~ cabinet 

23A and acts as a stop to accurately position the cabinet 23A under the worksurface 
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22A. Further, the inner back panel 100 provides a mounting:(surface for attachment of 

the optional courtesy panel 36A. The worksurface extension SOA includes a first panel 

leg 52A and a second panel leg 52A' (Fig. 15). Panel leg 52A is located adjacent leg 

37A and is attached thereto by screws 101 (Fig. 19). Bracket 45A (Figs. 17 and 18) 

5 includes a lower leg 47A having a lip 102 configured to engage a recess in the bottom 

surface of top 41A of cabinet 23A. The upper end 46A screw attaches to the 

underside of the worksurface 22A using a screw 104 .. The bracket 45A is configured . 

so that when it is attached, it draws the worksurface 22A downwardly, thus 

compressing leg 37A (Fig. 15). The leg 37A includes a rubber shoe 105 (or o~er 

10 non-abrasive material such as felt or soft plastic) on its bottom to prevent marring of 

the cabinet top 41A. Further, the rubber shoe 105 provides a relatively high 

coefficient of friction to prevent inadvertent movement of the cabinet 23A relative to 

the worksurface 22A. It is noted that the screws 101 go to holes 107 in leg 37A. The 

holes 107 (Fig. 20) are predrilled but do not pierce the outer surface of the leg 37 A 

15 such that the furniture article 20A can be used without the worksurface extension 50A 

(Fig. 20). When a screw 101 is used, it pierces the end of the hole 107 and extends 

into leg 52A. 

Accordingly, a telescopingly adjustable furniture system is provided, including 

furniture articles configured to adjustably fill an office space where the footprint 

20 dimensions of the office space are not known ahead of time, or where the office space 

is likely to be periodically adjusted in size. The furniture system includes a plurality 

of freestanding desks and cabinets that can be telescopingly adjusted relative to each 

other, and that can be used in combination with other space-dividing furniture such as 

tall cabinets and screens, permanent building walls, or partitions. In particular, the 

25 present furniture article is particularly useful in combination with partition systems 

having thin wall partitions adjustably attached to other partitions and reconfigurable to 

form offices of different sizes. 

The above description is considered that of the preferred embodiment(s) only. 

Modifications of the invention will occur to those skilled in the art and to those who 

30 make or use the invention. Therefore, it is understood that the embodiments shown in 

the drawings and described above are merely for illustrative purposes and not intended 

to limit the scope of the invention. which is defined by the following claims as 

interpreted according to the principles of patent law, including the doctrine of 
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The invention claimed is: 

1. A furniture system comprising: 

a plurality of expandable/collapsible furniture articles configured to form offices 

of different sizes and footprints in plan view; 

5 each furniture article including a primary work surface, a telescopingly 

adjustable storage unit adjustably coIUlected to and at least partially supporting one end 

of the primary work surface, and a vertically extending panel attached to the primary 

work surface for visually separating one office from another; 

whereby the_ furniture article can be arranged and rearranged to form offices of 

10 different sizes, with the furniture articles being adjusted to provide an optimal work 

area in each office but being arranged to be located totally within a selected 

dimensional footprint. 

2. The furniture system defined in claim 1 wherein the storage unit is a cabinet. 

15 

-3. The furniture system defined in claim 2 wherein· the cabinet is a low-height 

cabinet having a total height less than a height of the primary work surface. 

4. The furniture system defmed in claim 3 wherein the cabinet includes a top, and 

20 the one end of the primary work surface is supported on the top. 

25 

5. The furniture system defined in claim 4 including a work surface extension 

supported on the top of the cabinet and located generally adjacent the one end of the 

primary work surface. 

6. The furniture system defined in claim 5 wherein the work surface extension is 

attached to the one end of the primary work surface. 

7. The furniture system defined in claim 1 wherein the storage unit is freestanding 

30 and includes a top. and wherein the one end of the primary work surface is supported 

on the top. 

8. The furniture system defined in claim 7 including a work surface extension 
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. i 

attached to the one end of the work surface and supponed on the top of the storage 

unit. 

9. The furniture system defined in claim 7 wherein the vertically extendiuk panel 
! 

5 is attached along a rear edge of the primary work surface, the vertically exte!ifing 

panel being located at least partially behind the storage unit. 

10. The furnimre system defined in claim 1 wherein the work surface is L1shaped. 

1 

10 11. The furniture system defined in claim 1 wherein the vertically extended panel 

includes a counesy panel supported along a rear edge of the primary work suf.face. 

12. The furniture system defined in claim 1 including a tall cabinet having!a side 

generally aligned with the vertically extending panel for visually separating one office 

15 from another. 

13. The furniture system defined in claim 1 including a partition system p~sitioned 

along an edge of the worksurface for visually separating one office from another. 

20 14. The furnimre system defined in claim 1 wherein the panel includes an !upwardly 

extending furnimre component on the primary work surface for visually sepaifiting one 

office from another. 

15. The furniture system defined in claim 1 wherein the primary work surface 

25 includes an elongated leg that extends from a front to a rear of the primary Wiork 

surface. the leg including an aperture to facilitate routing of wiring through the leg. 

16. The furniture system defined in claim 15 including a bracket separate from the 

leg that compresses the leg and secures the storage unit to the primary work· $urface in 

30 a known location. 

17. The furniture system defined in claim 1 including a second storage utiit 

adjustably connected to the another end of the primary work surface, the first 
l 

' 
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mentioned storage unit and the second storage unit each being telescopingly adjustable 

relative to the primary work surface. 

18. The furniture article constructed to adjust and fill at least one dimension of an 

5 office footprint, where the office footprint is not known at the time of manufacturing 

the furniture article, comprising: 

a desk having a, work surface with ends, a support supporting one of the ends, 

and a slip-fit leg on the other end; and 

a furniture unit having a top, the leg adjustably engaging the top so that the top 

1 O supports the other end of the work surface but so that the furniture unit is horizontally 

adjustable to different locations partially under the work surface. such that the furniture 

article is adjustable to completely fill one of the dimensions of an office footprint. 

19. The furniture article defined in claim 18 wherein the furniture unit comprises a 

15 cabinet. 

20 

20. The furniture article defined in claim 18 including a separate bracket securing 

the furniture unit to the desk to fix their interrelationship in plan view. 

21. A furniture article adapted to adjust and fili at least one dimension of an office 

footprint. where the furniture article is manufactured before the at least one dimension 

is known. comprising: 

a desk having a work surface with ends, a support supporting one of the ends, 

and a leg supporting the other of the ends; 

25 a furniture unit having a storage section and having a top, the leg engaging the 

30 

top; and 

a bracket adjustably engaging the work surface and the furniture unit to fix the 

location of the furniture unit relative to the work surface in an adjusted position. 

22. The furniture article defined in claim 21 wherein the bracket includes a first 

end engaging the furniture unit under the top, a second end attached to an underside of 

the work surface, and a middle section connecting the first and second ends and 

vertically spacing the first and second ends apart, the bracket being configured to draw 
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the leg against the top. 

· 23. The furniture article defined in claim 21 including a work surface exteilsion 
i 

. i 

configured for attachment to the one end of the work surface and having at le•t one 

5 leg for engaging the top to support the work surface extension on the top. 

. . . i 

24. The furniture article defmed in claim 21 wherein the bracket is conflguted to 

compress the leg against the top. 

, ... :;•,;.- ... , .•. ··--_,':-.. ~ .. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 
[received by the International Bureau on 11 September 1998 (11.09.9S); 

original claims 20 and 22-24 cancelled; original claims 1-18 and 21 amended; 
new claims 25 and 26 added; remaining claim unchanged (5 pages)] . 

The invention claimed is: 

1. A furniture system comprising: 

a plurality of expandable/collapsible tumiture articles configured to form offices of 

different sizes and footprints in plan view; 

each fmnimre article including a primary work surface having a vertically exumding 

leg, a tdescopingly adjustable storage unit adjustably engaged by the leg for supponing one 

end of the primary work surface. and a vertically extending panel attached to the primary 

work surface for visually separating one office from another: and 

a bracket on each furniture article separate from the leg that is constrUcted: to 

1 O compress the leg and concurrently secure an associated one of the storage units to an 

associated one of the primary work surfaces in a customi7.ed adjUsted location: 

15 

wherebv the furniture articles can be arranl?ed and rearrall2ed to form offices of . - . -
different sizes. with the furniture articles being adjusted to provide an optimal work area in 

each office but being arranged to be located ti>tally within a selected dimensional footprint. 

2. The fumimre system defined in claim 1 wherein at least one of the storage units is a 

cabinet. 

3. The furniture system defined in claim 2 wherein the cabinet is a low-height cabinet 

20 having a total height less than a height of an associated one of the primary work surfaces. 

4. The furniture system defined in claim 3 wherein the cabinet includes a wp. and the 

one end of the associated primary work surface is supponed on the top. 

25 S. The furniture system defined in claim 4 including a work surface extension 

supponed on the top of the cabinet and located generally adjacent the one end of the 

associated primary work surface. 

6. The fllrniture system defined in claim 5 wherein the work surface extcmion is 

30 attached to the one end of the associated primary work surface. 

-13-
I 111111111111111111 1111111 1111 

* C L M s * 

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



s 

W098/S1190 PCf /US98/09384 

7. The furniture system defined in claim 1 wherein at least one of the ~ge units is 
. I 

freestanding and includes a top, and wherein the one end of an associated one of the 

primary work surfaces is supported on the top. 

8. The fumimre system defined in claim 7 including a work surface exienfion attached 

to the one end of the associated primary work surface and supported on the ~op of the at 

least one storage unit. 

9. The fumimre systetn defined in claim 1 wherein at least one of t)ie vertically 

1 O extending panels is attached along a rear edge of an associated one of the PFnary work 

surfaces. the at least one vertically extending panel being located at least partially behind an 

associated one of the storage units. 
' 

10. The furniwre system defined in claim 1 wherein at least one of the work surfaces is 

15 L-sbaped. 

20 

11. The fumimre system defined in· claim 1 wherein at least one of the vertically 

extended panels includes a courtesy panel supported along a rear edge of an associated one 

of the primary work surfaces· 

12. The furniture system defined in claim 1 including a tall cabinet having !a side 
t 

generally aligned with one of the vertically extending panels for visually sepalilting one 

office from another. 

25 13. The fumiwre system defined in claim 1 including a partition sys~ positioned 

along an edge of one of the work surfaces for visually separating one office fri>m another. 

~ 

14. The furniture system defined in claim 1 wherein at least one of ]the vertically 

extending panels includes an upwardly extending furniture component ~ted on an 

30 associated one of the primary work surfaces for visually separating o~ office from 

another. 
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15. The furnimre system ·defined in claim 1 wherein at ·i~t one of the primary work 

surfaces includes a leg that is elongated and that extends from a front to a rear of the 

primary work surface, the leg including an apenure to facilitate routing of wiring through 

the leg. 

16. A fumimre system comprising: 

a plurality of expandable/collapsible furniture articles configured to fonn offices of 

different sizes and footprints in plan view; and 

each fumimre article including a primary work surface, a telescopingly adjustable 

10 storage unit adjustably connected to and at least partially supporting one end of the primary 

work surface. and a vertically extending panel attached to the primary work surface for 

visually separating one office from another. the primary work surface including an 

elongated leg that extends from a front to a rear of the primary work surface and that 

includes an apenure to facilitate routing of wiring through the leg, each fumimre article 

15 further including a bracket separate from the leg that compresses the leg and secures the 

storage unit to the primary work surface in a known location; 

20 

25 

whereby the fumimre articles can be arranged and rearranged to fonn offices of 

different sizes, with the fumimre articles being adjusted to provide an optimal work area in 

each office but being arranged to be located totally within a selected dimensional footprint. 

17. The furniture system defined in claim I including a second storage unit adjustably 

connected to the another end of at least one of the primary work surfaces. one of the first 

mentioned storage units and the second storage unit each being telescopingly adjustable 

relative to an associated one of the primary work surfaces. 

18. A furniture article constructed to adjust and fill at least one dimension of an office 

footprint. where the office footprint is not known at the time of manufacturing the furniture 

article. comprising: 

a desk having a work surface with ends, a support supporting one of the ends. and a 

30 slip-fit leg on the other end~ 

a furniture unit having a top, the leg adjustably engaging the top so that the top 

supports the other end of the work surface but so that the furnimre unit is horizontally 
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adjustable to different locations partially under the work surface. such that die furnimre 

article is adjustable to ~111pletely fill one of the dimensions of an office: and 

a configured bracket separate from the leg that is constructed to com1*CSs the leg 

and that is constructed to secure the desk to the furniture unit in a known sele~ location. 

19. The furniture article defined in claim 18 wherein the furniture unit c~es a 

cabinet. 

20. Cancelled 

21. A furniture article adapted to adjust and fill at least one dimension pf an office 

footprint, where the furniture article is manufactured before the at least one dimension is 

known, comprising: 

a desk hav~g a work surface with entls. a suppon supporting one of the ends. and a 

15 leg supporting the omer Qf the ends; 

a furniture unit hll,ving a storage section and having a top, the leg engagjng the top; 

and 

a bracket adjustably engaging the work surface and the furniture unit tojflX the 

location of the fumitUre ·unit relative to the work surface in an adjusted positio¢ the bracket 

20 including a first end engaging the furniture unit under the top. a second end a•ched to an 

underside of the work surface. and a middle section connecting the first and se~ond ends 

and vertically spacing the first and second ends apart. the bracket being confiwed to draw 

the leg against the top. 

25 22. Cancelled 

23. Cancelled 

24. Cancelled I 1111111111111 I II 1111111 1111 
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25. A furniture system comprising: 

a plurality of expandable/collapsible furniture articles configured to f~nn offices of 

different sizes and footprints in plan view; and 
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each furniture article including a primary work sumilie having a vertically extending 

leg, a telescopingly adjustable storage unit adjustably engaged by the leg for supporting one 

end of the primary work surface, a vertically extending panel attached to the primary work 

surface for visually separating one office from another, and a Z-shaped bracket separate 

5 from the leg that is constructed to adjustably secure the storage unit to the primary work 

surfaces on each furniture article; 

10 

whereby the furniture articles can be arranged and rearranged to fonn offices of 

different sizes, with the furniture articles being adjusted to provide an optimal work area in 

each office but being arranged to be located totally within a seleeted dimensional footprint. 

26. A freestanding fumimre system for subdividing a building space into offices having 

customized and dissimilar dimensions. comprising: 

a plurality of adjustable freestanding furnimre articles, each fumimre anicle 

including a first unit having a flat top surface, a second unit having a work surface 

15 configured to adjustably overlap the flat top surface, a bracket adjustably fixing the work 

surface horizontally and vertically relative to the flat.top surface in a selected adjusted 

position, and a pair of vertically extending perpendicular panels attached to one or both of 

the first and second units that extend above the work surface to a selected height chosen to 

provide visual privacy; 

20 the plurality of adjustable freestanding articles, each being adjusted to subdivide the 

building space into customized office sizes. with each adjustable freestanding furnimre 

article being a self-contained unit that provides its own visual privacy and defmes its own 

office size. the freestanding articles being characteristically totally independent and separate 

from adjacent self-contained units, such that each freestanding article is not dependent on 

25 any adjacent freestanding article, thus facilitating later independent adjustment and 

reconfiguration. 
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