ABSTRACT By elimnating the necessity of a prior step for cleaning a
sintered magnet before adhering Dy and/or Th to the surface of the sintered
magnet S, the productivity of a permanent magnet having di ffused Dy and/ or
Tb into grain boundary phase is inproved. Iron-boron-rare earth based
sintered magnet (S) disposed in a processing chanber (20) is heated to a
predeterm ned tenperature. An evaporating material (V) which is nade of a
hydri de containing at | east one of Dy and Tb is disposed in the sane or in

anot her processing chanber and is gwb%d to cause the evaporated
evaporating nmaterial to the surfac sintered magnet. Metal atons of
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magnet before adhering Dy and/or Tbh to the surface of the sintered magnet
S, the productivity of a permanent magnet having diffused Dy and/or Tb
into grain boundary phase is improved. Iron-boron-rare earth based
sintered magnet (S) disposed in a processing chamber (20) is heated to a
predetermined temperature. An evaporating material (V) which is made of
a hydride containing at least one of Dy and Tb 1s disposed in the same or in
another processing chamber and is evaporated to cause the evaporated
evaporating material to the surface of the sintered magnet. Metal atoms of

Dy and/or Tb are diffused into grain boundary phase of he sintered magnet.
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