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ABSORBENT ARTI CLES Background of the Invention The present invention B
rel ates gpoesaidys to a package, and nore particularly to pcpagkaferd or
absorbent articles. 5 Absorbent articles such as panty liners, femnine
napki ns and tanpons are frequently carried about in acks and
briefcases until needed. Typically, the articles are m m‘lmg

contai ners | oose. Unfortunately, these qontainers do ways provide
hygi eni ¢ environment for the articles, and thus the artl CP@@ can becorre
dirty and/or damaged. FUPAICKA GE'RORrABSORBENT ARTIGIES cat t er ed about in
the containers so they are 10 difficult to find when needed. In the past,
specifically designed pouches have been distributed for hol ding several
absor bent Berckgpl_ueekoﬁﬂtedn\tantm These pouches reduce contact between the
articles and potenti i | es
easier to find when ﬁl é% %Rﬂ?ﬂéﬁg‘ogg‘% es arel:eaq)lggggb? ka%?%ugmgfe Qngtlgéllﬁa
such as heﬁawk%erfytat&mhehei}mdah be reused, but reuse 15 necessitates the

pouchessbe refilled AgBment BRicled sﬁémfs pfnw lih&s, fehhﬁnmu@hﬁmﬁd QEHRAS hie
beconme non- hygi eni c after extended use, U|r|n t he 0,be Iea d.or
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Y O ahen HekdeA Ty aerih gtyrorerat tos e s wiRs R atifesRib bikoRR Ty hiton by
are readi | ganttigsd0oFabther, airedartiele 2arebédomet svatterby abeutuiai the contaimersfsot they are

concer a veni,ences, caused by extended use. However, because the
bags a?@ $§7¥é‘ﬁ§?3 ?Wht"'ﬂéy dﬁérmt the contents of the bags to be viewed.

Some users desire nondhelpastrspecifipailyldesigned pauehes havedieen distributrdelier helding
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OpeE' ng f%eu‘é’%&ﬁﬁ’éﬁ%@ﬂorﬁﬁhtaﬁle@ﬁat@ﬁ@@&ﬁ@s RQGY oiny e eﬁ@@ﬂﬁ(ﬂeusEdtlbﬁlhliebse Lhe
package i ncludes a se el y, cover.i ng peni n as
an adhd§i vRecessyates ghe B‘P‘mﬁt Be ﬁ‘gﬁf QT e, I e ]ftlffg‘ o@ 899?@3? ngfl

t he openi ”Elecoﬁx@ on-Hyagenie gffernsxtenided bgy, réduarigg tiesi webe bteauecboﬁdndéarded hrab can
be difficult identify and/or grasp when separating the flap fromthe

to
pocket to ¥RlSYEr t he openi ng when articles are needed. Thus, there is a
need for packagi ng h’ﬁm'a\rtgdtheﬁdmpblems,(shmepense&dlseylenrdnémtlcﬁandb’ll@hasdtod@lﬂ be
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are di 20i cﬂktamoéeswamhldpé’mdfwlmmrtemdpatdﬂlaggbt ebPBS/\EWétrbe filled¢fram fipeitetimes t oo
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for gengr ahevleﬁlanicleslﬁuatthxer t he packagi ng 5 has an appropriate durability

for consunmer use but Ongt éikj&e‘agﬁg “{’;}ng&gﬁwp‘?e‘égﬁ lfln%hﬁb&u 39(? Rﬁl@ tall

sites. Thus, therelsa e nas agli ng sl ze
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and recl osabl e packagi ng ackagi ng i ncl et having a

hol | ow i nt BeS &y adhesiveiclasire Sordipdding e flapagaipstiile PRecSH M F%F?Yeﬁlngf‘ PRGNt
arti g' eﬁ)daﬂﬁxa@ﬂﬁéﬂ?efadﬁﬂat%aﬂﬂebwatwslnmmt flap btxmhdlmomut@rdemﬁfyta?e/optgmklft

si zed and shaped for per at | east one 0 e ity of ar es
to be wt h&hﬁaﬁeWth%H]%h ?H?"é‘ﬂ 't?r“‘t‘}f’vqtrﬁ& Mw&wﬁ g{élg éf%al o)
i ncl udes aThh@,-FthétE g hesdl toepa&egmgdiaelMga(iﬂm whichds readilp idengifinble anmean hg 15
to retain the p a(t &g eabsé(l)nrb @E {k\%glnthe hol Il ow i nterior of the
pocket . Thgasf’llyﬁaﬁpg Whrn,2peng andclost BEYWEER an open position in which
the opening is generShll)fuunlmnbLtha&bﬁteemotvyl thatefﬂllea)pckdb opepering iseo amellcthe t o
e oy LMY 2 U A MBRIAO B SIABEE. PRV thipdiReil 1ddWig  her

covers e openin erlor ar pocket etajn

articles i matmlqg@@k be unattractiye pnébulky andhehearticles canfeemppistl ngtth? BQF&H‘ t he
opening. In addition, the 20 packaging i ncludes a closure positioned on the
pocket and/or the flap for reIeasaa"mmMMMWWMHm he flap in the cl osed
position. The closure permts the f sitioned in a different
Iocatlon on the pocket durlng succe55|v39@%05|ngs mhen succe55|ve artlcles
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25 In anot her aspect of the invention, the packaging includes a flexible
pocket, an opening, a flap, and an adhesi ve cl osure positioned on the
pocket angl6atioides flap for releasably holding the flap i npthgsel fsed
position. In still another aspect of this invention, the packagi ng includes
an adhesi ve closure positioned on the flap for rel easably holding the flap
in the closed position. The 30 closure is spaced froma distal edge of the
flap to permit a portion of the flap togbe grasped and separated fromthe
pocket without releasing the closure. In another aspect, apparatus of this

i nvent i on Fuilkt) dREe Spddaipkia oo big i driiclegean fhll osaif ehntprdkétitor elsilyuTingy thede

. absorbent .arti c(if S arran %d ln a stack.t Fach of the bsor.r?ent articles has
a gener al I'§20fY %W??)ﬁaa’t'%, ayi0g Gp APRIRATRRIY 474 P cked ?PP/%U % the ot her
articles. The 35 padkagdition; theeizecafrsomespaskagiagk ssgiuitgblicrfof catiying in 4 pusse.bl e
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the articlig ihilties. 8RS Herdn§la hBéLfon @hfableamshtérhabk g siadiofdl helamgtsevasl t he
nunber of articles tines the product of the article wdth, Iength and

t hi ckness.utiity paakagesot her aspect, the flap and pocket define a hol | ow
interior having a 5 volunme when receiving the presel ected nunber of
articles |gss thar} bout twi ce the nunber of articles tinmes a product of
the arti cIMﬁé%d thi ckness. In still another aspect of the
present invention, tBeefbgabpiratas of dasinyeation & & padeie wempesingla puralityt eff i or
havi ng wi, dt ML i . [ e it two
(i mes  fe Sebeltifio o Rl i EpalaBuk TRy BRIk LA 4 Aodub fadhoiotle
of 10 artizhelbowrinteriersizedaand shapsdefor rqee@/mgq@eamragmof\ﬁba@h@ntlaﬁn%‘t angt her
aspect, t eélr%%ggé?@ir%% &he HSldvP frtétidt A HiRMpdcRE i Je@lanB 3N4pRE for Mérititfingaen

receiving t el ect ed nunber of articles |ess tEe}p apout t ti rrﬁs t he
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anot her aspect, tt a he..
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times a pr ﬁﬁ%fg i the2El0eASoditiohC The Wiodin pRnditd hedlepas be pasitonad i@ 4 differeabout
one tinmes the nunber of articles tineg the product of the article dt h and
t hi ckness. losatiqn enibe Packskdyringsueqessive Cﬁ%ﬁ%‘%ﬁ“ﬁg“&??}éﬁ%& ef gregmoved from, o
of the fl ameamdribh6r tROpHRet topeimid tiepaskagirgitalconfotnaatherrefmaining aticlaginithdii ng
an edge of . the fl fromthe pocket to inprove visual identification of the
edge of thitgregeft qcﬁetyet anot her aspect of this invention, a master
packagesconpri ses a i anoahdriaypeof ofithe inventigy theappekagifig otchudes alsxipld packet,

packages i ncl rali f o L hh ¢ ng.
e it o gHERRers Aab @i 4 adhesifp SRS Hosfioht b IndBockd! phd/pi i@t
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sized and SR FRPATAICH from ths pockst Witoub relrasy &66 SWEility packages. In a
final aspect, the i nheatdther asgeepappasusopthidiaventioh incitdeslagiackdge caniprisiog "

carrying a_su f,the ds Fn hvaien. [y’ i o]
mai i n RISy ol Shopte e ilcle SRNgtd s dflic ol EARSsBrk D

i n hygi eni artiolesdias a genevdlyrunifiorrd sxidth;langth and tigknessirplativecte the otherapiciess dhand a
supply ' i t ' 8efmiesh
st o & pad gt BaU eBEPER: ek RRERER 5L Sierf IOReBRIa SO o
has a recl dolpwénteriorpackethavinga vaumg Wherrespiuingihe preseiectadaumbsr ofaryg %é%sa f or
carrying the pads in hygienic condition and for continued carrying in

hygi eni ¢ condition of the pads remaining 10 in the receptacle after

wi t hdrawal of a pad. OQther features of the present invention will be in
part apparent and in part




poi nted out hereinafter. Brief Description of the Drawings Fig. 1 is a
front elevation of a prior art panty liner surrounded by a renovabl e

wrapper; wb@zodeis a front elevation of a utility packagepet/jshpsf€sent
i nvention showing a flap of the package in a closed position; Fig. 3 is a

front elevation of the utility package show ng the flap in an open
position; Fig. 4 is a top plan of the utility package showing the flap in
the open position; Fig. 5is a front el evation of enpty packagi ng of the
utility package; Fig. 6 is a front elevation of a nmaster package of a first
enbodi rrentth@:ﬁ abdg twﬁ@St(hatnumws of aniglesitiniesaa prduttost the eliktidcle avidth, langthand

. ili I I f k
of & oo ERGBuTHameromas Alous e e e BBt oLt es st oo B R MGy
t o show utarticlewigthsleagthsantlackness. Fig. 8 is a front elevation of a utility

Gl cvation of a uti i gy oannn e BF p3aE bl FUERN £Rolgl ducflr Byihe 4 O11

i nvent i &n; vatige when recetying tha pvqselmcteﬂl numberraf artichesilegs tbﬁuabwbwla%thﬁ@ymber

packaged i g RGN ﬁ#ﬁ@&@pﬁ@dﬁ& Jffﬂlhesartlél\é%ﬂ&ﬂhoﬁngﬂﬁ%a|tMle{e@i(en away to show
detail; ' Fig. 11 is a he intérlabial pa 2|sa1 | an

vi ew showi ng the padI“f%’ﬁ]d%l?theFlaﬁPecﬂ?} the presericinyeMion, qucEett%éeaﬁﬁ Pgita
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contalnlngt ol.ded pad;. Fi g. S a ec i on taken.,in i ne
715" of "Ratgn e i srilacHigte Bed % g ihart et R ks Miwat of

eI evat ilon aticles pmoé(mgnabcﬁuta)nétinrestheeamaelwmm of the present invention in a

cl osed condition, 17

s a section taken 1 i T EHGREseBEL b tib 3h8 pBORH ek . £ HINSE b el

front el evwidtiowher retchwmabkargeelcmedﬁugnbelef amcbnle@p@aedbwnm tlms\thelartgcle 19

is a sectighyfaken in the plane of line 18-18 of Fig. 18; Fig. 20 is a
front elevation of a package of a fifth enbodi nent of the present

i nvention, the packabedopgraspestethe Pﬁd@h@v\ﬁsﬁ pargialbtiedines Hlellowsnfpriophaying 4
sect i onst ak %ﬂgﬂh&vﬁéﬁ%@ﬁtﬁ@ﬁés afe rkmﬂﬁed&ﬁergﬂroxﬁfledi it aBBit thioQimeddhé ﬁ'tlaleflériig'fﬁ
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the pl ane gticleilagt3- 23 of Fig. 22 F| g 24 is a front elevation of a

package of oot iy eRiedl MR yss, WACH SRGLURRL AR BR9PERL

sect i on t aleapthiwhenithe pitiales aof remiomed %mﬁ'énnlksd:thgl atsodif two tjme@ theiasticde fengtht
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articles less than about two times the artlcle width and more than about one tlmes the article
width.

In another aspect, the opening has an area when the pocket receives the
preselected number of articles less than about twice the number of articles times a product of

25 the article width and thickness, and more than about one times the number of articles times
the product of the article width and thickness.

A further aspect of this invention is directed to at least one of the flap and the
pocket including a visual indicator for distinguishing an edge of the flap from the pocket to
improve visual-identification of the edge of the flap.

30 In yet another aspect of this invention, a master package comprises a plurality
of utility packages. Each of the utility packages includes a plurality of absorbent articles and
utility packaging. The utility packaging includes a flexible pocket having a hollow interior
sized and shaped for receiving the plurality of absorbent articles and a reclosable opening
extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped for permitting at least one

35 ofthe plurality of articles to be withdrawn from the hollow interior of the pocket. The master
package also includes removable master packaging surrounding the plurality of utility



invention in an opened condition, the packaged pads therein shown in dashed
| i nes. Correspondi ng reference characters indicate corresponding parts

t hr oughoukotob@ssegyeral views of the draw ngs. Detailed Ee§@¢hggﬂgﬁ7pf t he
Preferred Enbodi ment Referring now to the drawings and in particular to
Fig. 1, a conventional individually wapped absorbent article is designated
inits entirety by the reference nuneral 20. Although the absorbent article
20 showmn in Fig. 1 is a panty liner 22 sprrounded by a wapper, generally
designated by 24, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the present

i nvention ;mkaéte }ﬁpﬁllgl £Holldw (ithridr sibsloirdestaped foraeedving thelplurality fofmtitityne

. napki ns, ons interl abial pads, other fem nine care products, adult

care produ‘t\,atc E%hi | d care products and infant care products. Further, those
skilled in the art winld finglpaspedt athe inveatiomcompusgs at prekagd ofsinteslabidl padsifot es

20 are ind] a\‘xéﬂﬁ% %g!y Qﬂﬂgga?iﬁqlggfeﬂccéoﬁﬁtt{EﬁXnQﬁcﬂjwnﬁé}pﬁ‘i’o Yﬂafrﬁ'ﬂﬂtthe mshown

departlng I nvent

in Fig. 51 hygi¢ni¢ @m@ttmaaétqWraa%Wmvembiqfnamsemm&m@ @nsrtwaﬂtenae@@ﬁeTm ly
flat and gﬁtﬁa & domn r§€§@x@9éﬂta'"die ﬁ{dtd subBly oﬁbtcttqyeﬂarta&matcw ehféraeptamelhwaf 22

may have ot her  sjzes w t hout rt|n romthe scope e present
i nvent i on, oneringtaroughyhichapad mRy F&’I‘Q}gﬁwlnl ﬁetsewétenaewgtﬁ ré%%tstepttﬁle
m | i metergas a&eél@%‘ld’bl@é‘ur@h@@tosﬁ@ the d)ﬂdnmgt @h%c&i%dre’o\s bbsé‘ckfwﬁéi'rﬁﬁg &iéq}aﬁs 5

millimeters is also en%g’m or} hat .t he ant gag fﬁ\gmﬁ
PCT/ USQL/ : TM@'FS“%’%@‘WB?“ T GOIUEE SRS By Yﬁtﬁ’? °r°é’ (e Strﬁ%‘t““‘g
departilog inrtherdcbptacle afier withdrinealpfagpadt i nventi on. Al t hough the wrapper 24

may be nade in other i t

"vent i on. i one enSul Rty R RRH Do OFnSREP Snttont ARy B i€

havi ng oppmantegosthlﬁemd@@'s 32, 34 and opposite end edges 36, 38. A f| rst
fold 40 in the sheet 30 extendlng bet ween the side edges 32, 34 fornms a
bottom of the wapper 24, and a second fold 42 in the sheet extending

bet ween t hBrief Bescaigtienoffharawmgs paral [ el to and above the first fold forns
a top of the wapperFiglhg Jﬁérﬁblef\@ﬂtaa&Qp?epatam§1laemua@hﬁddaw ta remodablef
the wapper 24 from agback portion 46, and the second fold 42 separates the
m ddl e por M&R%hroma front portion 48 of the wapper. The side edges 32,
34 of the mddle por Figomsdaéfrcmtelemtdmexﬂatmhtytpecmelofmalptesemm&nnamshotmﬁg si de
edges of thg1 fom%a ortlon 48d acﬁgldm ned to the mddle portion to form
opposi ng sf §&8 b PR Wé‘bp&‘?seAP 19 n 50 of the sheet 30 adjacent the end
edge 36 overl aps a nhigyBns boof elevrtionto dite itiljtn packiage lwveng theddpp 183N open i s
envi si oned % |t may be desirable to join the side edges 32, 34 of the
forward poP 'On"48 to the back portion 46. Al though the_ side edges 32, 34
of the rectangul ar sHigefiggopalanpéthegliiydarkags sheyingdhadlapdn the open pasitien;

adhesi ves or by heat ngeahwﬂbnwwmh otj@rlﬂﬁfyc}ia@& ihO8T thb Qtif§Rek4pe; t he
present i nventi on, in one e O e SI

conventional mechani £ 0figay %a%ﬁcﬂﬂﬁgagﬁmfrtﬂ)hgf?le%h%dliﬁr% ‘b‘gl’:}

article 20pfaunt hm/eau@xt Reth aSpoz@@l Mokétﬂaﬁ'ayi@@ﬁdi\'&'luﬁgt)f pRRugdschaeiape of the
present invention, rticl ?t 75

mllineters, a |engt Elg—jg 1%¢ Hg‘btoq,lﬁva{;‘ a}’inia?tﬁrtpé’f;ga 3*‘3“&%98{8’?8 ?egéoftg
4) of abouprdiermlh\tdntmn evith.a gemtidrhienokeradw dyotoghow hutilith packsgesrlereif; t he art i cI e
20 may vary fromart t he
present invention, IF? ﬁeggﬁgﬁ%lg&ﬁow‘)ﬁpgﬁﬁt@nm s()?grsé&%g]ﬁ;en?g I unlt?(%rm
In additi opreSGrHenYhntremS| ons may vary within a given arti cI e or they may be
| nvariant w thout depg t9'1§§ ﬁdn?@le%tﬁms&ﬂ)é)@tll%' ptaBl@agEro?%QHird eRY¥SdihieAof the

Al t hough the w apper, be nmade of other materials w thout departing
fromthe s@fﬁpé“tdﬂ"ecnﬁen»present i nvention, in one enbodi nent the wapper is

made from | ow deHSI tmgoqloyietdtmlaﬁrw«avs ttﬂ!etn iRtiabiaRbad sivdhngs May beqjaokeseed dh
about 38 m crons.

is further e ned that,th apper 24 may have an
adhesi ve ofCHY e(‘ﬁ‘@éﬁ‘ﬁén‘(eﬂﬂ?n é’ﬁﬁi{% @ﬁ't%)’twéa?)‘ﬁﬁf Hy from the scope of
the present inventioFig.Ad ié & bdgetview ofithierintetlgisial gad4, a utility package of

t he present invention.ls,desi ted | by the reference

nuneral 60. The packgﬁﬁgdségﬁﬂ%ﬁw OWIH%ﬁegpgg f&ﬁé’ lurality of absorbent
articles 20 (Fig. 4) F:iagtd3riea:lsel:$labltzdccpacﬂ'agﬂamg of@anéB-dqufF@slﬂgnat ed by 62.
As previously nmentio , t

fol ded or unfol ded aﬁ(?aéj 14is di ¥i ‘ifﬁwg?gé%p’g? Eﬁ%ﬁﬁ{épdé’ﬁ aﬁﬁn% ut gi&; ?(![I ng
fromthe scope of thé:l&rlésehﬁeqtlﬁvéﬂ‘tepdfh he plangof gine  fd SaftFig |1 és 20 may be
arranged in other ways w thout departing fromthe scope of the present
invention, in one enbodinment the articles are arranged in face-to-face WO
02/0399. 13 7 PCT/US01/4:1975 relation in a stack as illustrated in Fig. 4.
The package 60 |ncludes a nunber of artlcles 20 mhlch i's selected for t he
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Al t hough the packaging 62 may be made in other ways w thout departing from
the scope of the present invention, in one enbodinent illustrated in Fig. 5
t he packagon@osoypri ses a rectangul ar sheet 90 havi ng oppperRgeides edges
92, 94 and opposite end edges 96, 98. A first fold 100 extendi ng between
the side edges 92, 94 fornms a bottom of the packaging 62, and a second fold
102 (Fig. 2) extending between the side edges generally parallel to and
above the first fold fornms a top of the packaging. The first fold 100
separates a mddle portion 104 of the packaging 62 froma back portion 106.
The mi ddl e and back mgr 16 isagroheleviafion of £pqekagd ofelfyurth enboditnentpd diegiressdt of

t he packagi 62.. fo d 10 es. th '. J.on 104 from
a front po‘r“t’%ﬁlr?niﬁ gt“‘f éoélk f%ﬁggq#ath?rf%sth rlgrg(%%e@ggg of the
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PCT/ USQOL/ . 1. 1975 The receptacle 170 conprises a bag having front and back
walls 176 and 178 joined at the sides 180 and 182 and bottom 184 and free

from eachw@lbgsoogd the top to define the opening 172. TheptfarRodddravhich is
integral with the back wall 178 may be fol ded over the opening 172 so it

overlies the front wall 176. The flap 174 is rel easably adhered to the
front wall 176 by an adhesive or nechanical closure |86. The receptacle 176
is formed froman el ongate rectangul ar blgank fol ded along fold 184 to form
the front and back walls 176,178, respectively. In one enbodi nent, the
bl ank i s a 22 msy beudfblded and/br manh-reotfayigilaywithaut tepanting froml thesdope of the present
. enbodi ments, _the blank is a non-woven material or a non-woven and film

| am nat e. fﬁvenf%r‘d 184 constitutes the bottomof the receptacle 170. The
front and back wal | s Alt®ugh 78 wrappeard4imay heoyaderinothes wiays wishout slepdrting om and
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15 G ains WHAT IS CLAIMED I'S: PCT/ USOL/ ~~975 1. A package conprising a
plurality of absorbent articles, and recl osabl e packagi ng including: a

fl exi bl e wook®esoolmvi ng a hollow interior sized and shapedpt®iushesaoryvi ng
said plurality of absorbent articles; 5 an opening extending into the

hol l ow interior of the pocket sized and shaped for permtting at |east one
of said plurality of articles to be withdrawn fromthe hollow interior of
the pocket; a flap attached to the pocket7adapted for covering the opening
toretain said plurality of absorbent articles in the hollow interior of

t he pocket , redatiotl ifi aafackas iipssateé i Big. ¥. The pm)mg@B@irmhldmemumbenqxfemiqdeesm i on

whi ch th b ' i d
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posi tion i ninghide fess than Abau exgbt/aézserbcmt@nmb@rﬁortgpmwearsumlv ef mticleafoeabmn onthe
© pocket to rgLal g 8al Mwl bhdd/thafit ﬁx%%b@h@s?rab t}tn{tl eg%ﬁ chlg@e oY X

said at | east one art rom passi n rou
cl osure pospsodifatrryelesd0 m@a@wdwmw artielgs @q@@cawngam “forlaweelﬁr 3 , five
rel easably hgfs§li ng said flap in the closed position, said closure

ernitting the flap t oSiti different |qcati n.the cket
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articles in_the i of t.he_pocket.. 2. e.as Qrt aim
* wher o1 M9V H5ET 4 A BostiEE pR 8RS infe nEBBRFY MERE L H e BROY 6, ThE Ty
package as epﬁ:mrigﬁ&isswnd ethchshapdd fohperaiittinghatleasiooe bfthe ph.rralutglo@artlcbsrﬁﬂit(sbea

f

fom ni ne. carinBfsittiim ubhofoRAREAGFSETr BEpockBl 4 Fipuh HebabidlIRg &) el | |
cl ai m 3 wheréap7f h@achmoﬁhmpoqkat@ qsiawdé@@o(vmths epqnngéﬁ@rrptam the plpeadity 6.

A package agfklef QOH‘thb'ﬂoHJ)@'nﬁbﬂoer%ﬂp&'ﬂ@t @aclhﬁ%a'ﬁwoqggaédtﬁﬁ m%veable
rect angul ar  sheet havi ng opposin es _and end Iﬂﬁ])é
i de

bet ween sai B@egR an open POFign gs ABusirated iy SOI3/1M§1715 éﬁ@@gcng%g Pﬁaf
edge has a {héhtruered bymaf@ﬁ@b periaclkleastiohé @:mlc&ema Bé e@th&mmamugn th%bpérﬁh

d t hat f t.fold tt d
?pontsopor ?I %fﬁgl%éiﬂsf?s%mgiaﬁ@g‘é’g% Fa%t}O’Bl t&fh 5’%5?? & %
portion of emall2gFige3)edtie pd@keteﬁdyo fejalmth@mq:ip@mlthgp-kdmdab ptdventphn:amclcs 7.
A Kk t t
6 SUbet anfioBfigeifd ool o el Me Ghifolipfen BRIBORA iy Blly dhrBRfar
wherein the an;dldaes ambstmtwlwmm@mld@tdxﬁdgccﬂhg I'be&temlerthM| skiliaddin thd gasts will
generally p # Ftle tﬁa? tkférfg CI%Z% Gthgf £t§besf é?]lgﬁi as %l%léﬁ&?&d&l&f?% 1thout 8

separ at i ng 5 romet g age as set fort 1w
wherei n the FW&%US O@Gb%ﬁcéﬁtlp th)PTqSé%ttlaYRj\HPar 10. A package as set forth

inclaim8 vvher ei n t hasfiihadraf@sn Fig, '3“5'@[05&1%07% 1§B@sxﬁ6hddlﬂnedn ihA&FaceT8boftthe
closure is |oned 0 |nn r e e.flap for .rele hol di ng
S s B R R sy i e Fen 5 e T S BT R R
wherei n the76 hmylbe positorad oadiesterior areh 22 bfthe pgkkt Ginstead dfor imadditiohac being
the flap. positioned on the flap 70. Preferably, the closure 76 permits the flap 70 to be positioned in
a different location on the pocket 64 during successive closings when successive articles 20
are removed from the interior 66 of the pocket to permit the packaging 62 to conform to the
remaining articles in the interior of the pocket. Although other closures 76 may be used
without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the closure is
an adhesive material such as a conventional resealable hot melt adhesive or a resealable two
sided tape for releasably holding the flap 70 in the closed position.

Although the closure 76 may be positioned at other locations without departing
from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the closure is spaced from the
distal edge 74 of the flap 70 to permit a free portion of the flap to be grasped and separated
from the pocket 64 to grip the flap for releasing the closure. It is envisioned that it may be

desirable that the closure 76 be spaced from the distal edge 74 of the flap 70 by a distance 80




12. A package as set forth in claim8 wherein the front portion of each

si de edge of the sheet has an upper end opposite the first fold and said
second f okvdobssesi tioned i nmedi ately adj acent the upper paggsefsfbfe front
portions of the side edges and i medi ately adj acent the opening. 13. A
package as set forth in claim®6 wherein the sheet is a heat seal able

pol ynmer sheet. 14. A package conprising a plurality of absorbent articles,
and packagi ng including: a flexible pockeg having a hollow interior sized
and shaped for receiving said plurality of absorbent articles; 5 an opening
ext endi ng i of at lchet aboutl 4 wmillimetersorlt of futther @vidieiedsthateid neaydbes desirablefthat the
permtting rality of articles to be withdrawn from
Phe hol | ow ERieFeS0 sofu 1 Bl 2 1Y 00 0015 39 barrusaL! - 11075 &
flap attached to the Mb{a@gh @d@ﬁnsw Toonay: baxsrathey shapesopighviuh depastingframrthe ai d
» plurality Ogco?ag%f’fh@?fgserﬁ ivent 1@1? 1f1 ééﬁ%&&%érﬁ‘fﬁe‘c"éﬁi"é i94n Qlfonéﬁ@st\%ﬁ%i‘%hesﬁ@' d

flap being selectab noveab et ween open_posit
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conprise an interlahia e as set forth in clai'm 14 wherein
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ront portign and a,.hac i 0 arat e s
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of each 5 sicamprstye rectajgularatieend0 hating opposingssidenestigag92) délanp opposite cod edges h

si de edge tlagr ?yAf %F‘r\,ﬂs I%B%Qfﬁnﬂﬂl HetlSenthe tsgﬁ &gg&% -942f nrgé‘a%‘&‘éﬂg@f fhe

set forth in't &osm
subst ant i al Ipyclfargm @2, agdgssecand f2id 1 gatendingretwesntthe side efaesngenerally

wher ei n t he ;gh P@itogﬁéa@o\%‘%ﬁ%ﬂﬂt for ﬂ)rﬁ?lﬁ‘ri‘dfdﬂg? ﬁ’fcﬁcﬁ%ﬁg PR ﬁ'rs?foq’&l&ﬂ&bﬁﬁrates

ener al | g to an ove said second
gep ar at i %gptangldp Jeportion k04 RE theparka ging 62 from a back portion 106. The mldd?e and back

portions 104, 106, respectively, form the pocket 64 of the packaging 62. The second fold 102
separates the middle portion 104 from a front portion 108 of the packaging 62. The front
portion 108 of the packaging 62 forms the flap 70. Although the second fold 102 may be
positioned in other locations without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one

embodiment the second fold is positioned immediately adjacent the opening 68 and
immediately adjacent an upper end of the front portion 108 (i.e., adjacent the edge 98 of the
sheet 90). The middle portion 104 is joined with the corresponding back portion 106 along
side edges 92, 94 to form opposing sides of the packaging 62. Although the middle and back
portions 104, 106 may be joined in other ways (such as with adhesives or by mechanical
fastening) without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment they
are joined by conventional heat sealing. Although the packaging 62 may be made from other
materials without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the
packaging is made from a heat sealable polymer sheet material such as a material containing
about 80% polyethylene and about 20% other polyolefins having a thickness of about 45
microns available from Shanghai Zihua Enterprise Company, Limited of Shanghai, China.
It is further envisioned that the packaging 62 may be made from coated paper, woven



WD 02/ 03993 18 PCT/USCL/.t~975 22. A package as set forth in claim?21
wherein the flap is substantially rectangular. 23. A package as set forth
in cla mydopbsiogi n the flap has an inner face and an out peTi@6R4408Nd t he
closure is positioned on said inner face of the flap for rel easably hol ding
said flap in the closed position. 24. A package as set forth in claim?21
wherein the front portion of each side edge of the sheet has an upper end
opposite the first fold and said second f®ld is positioned i nmediately

adj acent the upper ends of the front portions of the side edges and
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subst ant i al lthe spzaingr68Hagn width when the pocket 62 receives the articles 20 less than about two
times the article width 54 and more than about one times the article width. It may be desirable
that the opening width be about 1.2 times the article width 54. In one embodiment, the
opening 68 has an area when the pocket receives the preselected number of articles 20 less
than about twice the number of articles times a product of the article width 54 and thickness
58, and more than about one times the number of articles times the product of the article width

and thickness.
As illustrated in Fig. 2, it may be desirable that the flap 70 and/or the pocket

64 include a visual indicator, generally designated by 110, for distinguishing the edge 74 of
the flap from the pocket. The indicator 110 improves visual identification of the edge 74 of
the flap 70 when grasping the flap to move it toward its open position. The visual indicator
110 comprises visually contrasting surface treatments on the flap 70 and the pocket 64,
Although other visually contrasting surface treatments may be used without departing from
the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the visually contrasting surface



35. A package as set forth in claim26 wherein the adhesive cl osure extends
substantially an entire width of the flap. 36. A package as set forth in

cl ai m 26 wbetmeimsi he adhesive closure is a two sided tapepc{isofngRckage as
set forth in claim26 wherein the adhesive closure is a hot nelt adhesive.
38. A package as set forth in claim26 wherein the flap has an inner face
and an outer face, and the adhesive closure is positioned on said inner
face of the flap for releasably holding 98id flap in the closed position.
39. A package as set forth in claim26 wherein the hollow interior of the
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passing thr nggaﬁé&al onB %Y HL% st%\gs inside the master packaging 132. For example, the utility
packages 60 may be arranged in two stacks as shown in Fig. 6 or arranged in one stack as

shown in Fig. 7. Although the master package 130 may include different numbers of utility
packages 60 without departing from the scope of the present invention, in the illustrated
embodiments the master package includes less than about twelve utility packages. For
example, the master package 130 may include about ten utility packages 60 as shown in Fig.
6 or about nine utility packages as shown in Fig. 7. Further, it may be desirable that one or
more sides of the master packaging 132 include conventional gussets 134 to provide the
packaging with flat sides. Although the master packaging 132 may be made of other
materials without departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the
master packaging is made from polyethylene sheet material having a thickness of about 45
microns using conventional packaging methods.
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it is envmoned that the pad 150 may be unfolded w1thout departing from the scope of the
present invention. Although the package 160 may be made of other materials without
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the package is made
of heat-sealable plastic film and in another embodiment the package is made of paper. The
seam 162 and seals 164 may be made by any conventional process such as heat sealing,
mechanical sealing or adhesive bonding. Further, it is envisioned that the pad 150 may be
sealed in the package 160 with a cardboard backing 165.
As illustrated in Figs. 16 and 17, a package of a fourth embodiment of the
present invention is designated in its entirety by the reference numeral 166. The package 166,
carries a supply 168 ofthe interlabial pads 150 individually wrapped in their respective sealed
hygienic packages 160 readily available for use when needed. The package 166 generally
comprises a receptacle 170 (e.g., a pocket) having a mouth or opening 172 (see Fig. 19
particularly) through which a pad 150 in its sealed package 160 may be withdrawn for use
when needed. The receptacle 170 has a reclosable flap 179 for closing the opening 172. The
flap 174 may be closed after a pad 150 is withdrawn to retain the remaining pads in the
receptacle 170 until needed.

Vi



50. A package conmprising: a preselected plural nunber of absorbent articles
arranged in a stack, each of said absorbent articles having a generally

uni form lypg@bhsdoed ative to other articles in said nunber pfrakhifabes; and 5
packagi ng including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles
havi ng a recl osabl e opening sized and shaped for permtting at |east one of
said articles to be withdrawn fromthe pocket, wherein said pocket at | east
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" package conpghé&i feded by pallihg S OBAHAER (toahié bFdnecondinidn plestragidrig Figscliahdg:
19) to open the receptacle 170, withdrawing a sealed package 160, and tearing it open to
access the pad 150 therein. The torn-open package 160 is discarded. The flap 174 may then
be re-adhered to the front wall 176 of the receptacle 170 to re-close the bag by means of the
closure 186.

Figs. 20 and 21 illustrate a fifth embodiment of the package of the present

invention, designated by 196 in its entirety. The package 196 of the fifth embodiment again



a flexible pocket having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving
sai d absorbent article; 5 an opening extending into the hollow interior of
t he pockayvosps®dsrnd shaped for permtting said article tpchgswi/idoey awn
fromthe hollow interior of the pocket; and a flap attached to the pocket
adapted for covering the opening to retain said absorbent article in the
hol l ow interior of the pocket, said flap being selectably noveabl e between
an open position in which the opening isigenerally unobstructed by said
flap to 10 permt said article to be withdrawn through the opening and a
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receptacle of the package 216 of the sixth embodiment may have other dimensions without
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one embodiment the receptacle has an
overall width measured from side to side of between about 9.5 cm and about 14.0 cm and an
overall height measured from the opening to the bottom of about 10.8 cm.

Figs. 24-26 illustrate a seventh embodiment of the package of the present
invention, designated by 230 in its entirety. The package 230 of the seventh embodiment is
in the style of wallet and has two pockets 232 and 234, each having an opening 232m, 234m,
facing the other opening. The package 230 may be folded in half with the openings 232m,
234m on the inside. Packages 160 of pads 150 are stocked in the pockets. The package 230
comprises an elongate rectangular outside wall 236 of the opaque plastic film and inside walls
238 and 240 of said film extending across the inside face 242 of the outside wall from one
side of the outside wall to the other and inward from the ends of the outside wall. Eachinside
wall 238, 240 terminates short of the center of the outside wall 236 thereby forming the
openings 232m, 234m of a pad-containing pocket.

In further detail, the receptacle 230 comprises an elongate rectangular blank
of the opaque plastic film, portions of which are folded over as indicated at 244, 246 to form
the inside walls 238, 240. The folds 244, 246 form the bottoms of the pockets 232,234, The



WO 02/0399:13 25 PCT/ US01/ ~4975 70. A package as set forth in claimb57
wherei n the packagi ng conprises a rectangul ar sheet having opposing side
edges andy@ objseeis f ol d extendi ng between said side edges spriRafofch side
edge has a front portion and a back portion separated by said first fold
and so that said first fold fornms a bottom of the pocket, wherein the front
portion of each side 5 edge is joined with the correspondi ng back portion
of each side edge thereby form ng opposijgg sides of the pocket, and wherein
side margi ns corresponding to the side edges of the sheet are substantially
free of prfdldddﬂ@zer édd di'tlﬁﬁsiib@gmg&ﬁe ftdefvadlisi2 38240 ﬁerhﬂeét&eu\ﬂaéaEbthialeS Ssheet
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printing i Fx‘fr% Em?ﬂ%pac ﬁhﬁr&gentsﬁﬁrcfaal?d%wemereo% RACKAHSWA T Big!
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closure is ace
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of the pocket is |zed nt
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wher ei n thmephmcchfromyhejfesmosw ¢peningde thecrbspscta\reéwétpnmféebmen abowt halokm af. A
package as aSSth 8 fpdfh in claim 57 wherein the absorbent article conprises a

fem ni ne care pro uct . WO 02/03993 26 PCT/USA /:1~975 79. A package as
set forth in clai m78lthpegherhe inieslabighped @éc@ﬁsealiﬁr%&‘éltedc%h%fz|a§é§n¥i‘“ﬂ%t y

i ngr t80 irflerPbe PAEs, §§>ts§ %xllé&fntthehﬂ“ﬁllﬁbﬁﬂeglﬁte\&hllﬁrtﬁé padklagesfrfﬁfp itnﬁmae amlree
product conprises an inter acka s or in claim
7 her ef n RInyTE eafe RRGIGH tasorqiEt suplion FGRBI G i RAkegeS may cofed

i ndi c?t or dﬁﬁ{i 1yfd|o$‘tmtegablslhpm and £dgﬂ]>clpfogtthmpéxhsamd/mopmyémpmc kEkarhples wpr 0\r/]e
tactile identi at i e of the ort
inclaim 8?5%@*’6 iSHPR Wé "Ybé@‘[ ﬁ%FBaﬁqﬁé?scf&%F°‘E%}Hﬂﬁ“§‘é wge?%ﬁfﬁqﬁaﬁ%oﬁﬁé ’ of
an ext eri oit is envisioredthatthe packagdsemayt include oiord then bhfamaoﬁnteﬂeblpmdewuh@s A
package asdgﬁatrtgggérﬁrmthgsc omhgérgg?ﬁrlgﬁhnroge textured portion is a knurled

portion of ot &0Pr 3ce
In view of the above, it will be seen that the several objects of the invention

U)

are achieved and other advantageous results attained.

When introducing elements of the present invention or the preferred

embodiment(s) thereof, the articles "a", "an", "the" and "said" are intended to mean that there
“are one or more of the elements. The terms "comprising", "including" and "having" ar
intended to be inclusive and mean that there may be additional elements other than the listed
elements.

As various changes could be made in the above constructions without
departing from the scope of the invention, it is intended that all matter contained in the above
description or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not
in a limiting sense.



84. A master package conprising: a plurality of utility packages, each of
said utility packages including: a plurality of absorbent articles; and
utility peelkasieg i ncl uding a fl exi bl e pocket having a hoptemishirietd or
sized and 5 shaped for receiving said plurality of absorbent articles, and
a recl osabl e opening extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized
and shaped for permtting at |east one of said plurality of articles to be
wi t hdrawn fromthe hollow interior of the pocket; and renovabl e naster
packagi ng surrounding said plurality of utility packages having a holl ow
interior sClagis and shaped for receiving said plurality of utility packages.
. 85. A master package as set forth in claim84 wherein said plurality of
absorbent articles conprise a fem nine care product. 86. A master package
as set forWHABISCRAIMED ifherei n each fem ni ne care product is surrounded

- by a renovabl e wrappgr ., r i i

wherein the fem ni ne?carQZCka du ;Ssr?srm Q&’l se aoga%géer@n&é{r?db%gﬁhzéméﬁle
package aspaskaginginchding:cl ai m 87 wherein each panty liner is surrounded by
a renovabl e vvrapper aﬂeﬁf@e%@é@?ﬂ%@Zhﬁm IR sibe® 4md $dpedYorPkivingharkage
as set forth in c rein the renovabl e w apper corrprlses a

rect angul al?“%aﬁﬁ’e? ar%‘g?ﬁam ng side edges having a forward portion, a

i gdl edsortl on and aaxb@ehm@thgmimg iﬁto_ahe‘lixdlmgv ifnthﬂrd»r axtherpdbmsxlzed mhalsed d .
si de edges,se tlntem e rtion.and the 0 atsal
i rst 1or dor B teAtes neR e Bt b e o SulEet e e Bn i
bet ween samfdhspmm:eEdges generally parallel to and above said first fol d

ti th i ddl :
forms & top of the v SRRt St poe aBidd AP e RringHhe A B 8%% doe 15
j oi ned wi t;ﬂutalhey quab@mbw@pm\@ﬂ mghdiaﬂlov'pmtmoonf tbf: peekﬂﬁ. sglddéapévg@sa
forwar gg p%Bb eé@@&(}n g@n yxswmem?edo fnf i§ E@negmé,nﬁraeaﬂméa%ﬁaﬂﬂl e

portion of e mngo ng-si the wr per

90. A nast@ap syalzq@gtesaabatslé@st pm @ﬁlcﬂmt%b%wﬁh vwfbr%lig thepRenirgsandra plossdhgi ng

:Agcl udes pﬁdhsmdnrlﬂ“llﬁkﬂftﬁ@ﬂa p SversAhdBiSen | dﬁ{ M?}i%ﬂﬁn?faréﬁbfth@bb{kﬁtt@r@ﬂaﬂi sHB4
erein eac agi ng .includes a flap attache e

Adapteq T dPEbER A IBa Rt g b Irevent eid Aot Pl ifiFlerop PeanBe seyan

articles itheopenihgldndw i nterior of the pocket, said fI ap bei ng sel ectably

noveabl,e between an o ch

un\(;bstllgct ed by said &ﬁ%‘g%i’“@&'ﬁg%a{ﬁgltPBeéFg‘ﬁ“gg g’rdgﬁ@ iex%gly

wi t hdr awn hdidinggaidiflap intherciosed positicn, 64id sloduppsimitting thn ﬂmtodbc ndsélonbchiml a

covers they ?@ tl 204 oﬁr}hﬁéba{ Egnﬂ%‘égucggsﬁéﬁoﬂﬂgg(%eﬁ Quéc@%s?v@arﬁ@fﬁg are

plurality o cles in revent, said east
article fr@mofya@&pmg ¢ intesiogpl ngoqhsbﬁemgmt @adpaﬁkﬁagg&cw&am@%m@@ﬂng orth

in clai m 94ri¢Re e ifast ditthd pdcketPackagi ng i ncludes a closure positioned on
at | east one of said pocket and said flap for rel easably holding said flap

in the closed position. 93. A nmaster package as set forth in claim92

wherein said cl osure2i A patkagd beset foethdh olatin ¢ whdsein the phadléty opatsisrigat aticlest
forth in claim91 wher each utility packaging conprises a rectangul ar
sheet havi 7§ 2GR eélllﬂﬁsg\cge edges and a first fold extending between said
si de edges so that each side edge has a front portion and a back portion

db d f .S aj | f . f
fﬁgaggtc Eet yaﬁg' Wne'r gf%;{a}gk&@gg@% [}f%%lﬁ?i hblecithe 2B dodr? bR 1R cBRHSAM ©

a feminine care product.

4. A package as set forth in claim 3 wherein the feminine care products
comprise a panty liner.

5. A package as set forth in claim 3 wherein the feminine care products
comprise an interlabial pad.

6. A package as set forth in claim 1 wherein the packaging comprises a
rectangular sheet having opposing side edges and a first fold extending between said side



5 of each side edge is joined with the correspondi ng back portion of each
si de edge thereby form ng opposing sides of the pocket. WO 02/ 039943 28
PCT/ USO W4496m99P. A master package as set forth in clai ppPgsyhrgos n the
sheet has a second fold extendi ng between said side edges generally
parallel to and above said first fold so that said second fold separates
the flap fromthe pocket. 96. A naster package as set forth in claim 84
wherein said plurality of absorbent artigles is arranged in a stack in the
utility packaging. 97. A master package as set forth in claim84 wherein
sai d pl ur addgkysdthatitath §illyedpRblaQREntipdriidn/aad gddck Portibn bepamtedbyssafit frstfoldnsi de

. the master packagi ng.. 98. mast.er. pa e as se orth | | aj erein
said plur a"f'ﬁtsﬁlﬁaﬁ Sﬂggﬁﬁt%%lﬂﬂu" Staibé)lttggl o%ﬁ%?chgtsa:r e‘géerflﬁg%é g%‘ﬁ@? l-t{eqnqﬁte m
absor befit sid¢ edgeds joidl with thesopespoadingpackiportion of eachisidecdge sharetnstommingei n
- said plural ity of. rticles conprises about five absorbent
articles. ﬁ[{?(t?)jm S%Q?fa){hgggéﬁegge as set forth in claim84 wherein said
plurality of utility packages conprises |ess than about twelve utility
packages. 101. A UHS?.eAgaa&g@Q@se@&rﬁﬁhcia%fehvne?eiﬁkﬁedﬁpégﬁgw{a@mmeﬁ@uket
plurality of utility packages conprises about ten utility packages. 102. A
mast er packggubstantialy fee pf BUss¢S.cl ai m 101 wherein said plurality of utility
packages is arranged in tw stacks. 103. A master package as set forth in

claim 102 wherein sajd plurality of, utili ckages, conpri,ses about.ni ne
utility packages. 105-. AAP%FA@%%?QI beééﬂ‘glbén Stlt?}/@%?wggg‘t“hthf?ﬁggqt%afﬁ?ﬁnfé’wei n
sai d pl ur ablitending betivedr dajd gidecddggesenerllgpamtigitd andalrovsisaig|festfoldcdaid se08nd A
mast er pac e as.set, forth in claim 84 wherein said naster packagi ng

i ncl udes gﬁ’i‘gﬁpganfé%he &‘{ppg%rbghgeego%kgg nterl abi al pads for carrying a supply
of the pads in hygienic condition in such nmanner as to nmaintain themin
hygi eni ¢ condi tion agd hopfigageeadidiyrorn il Qfh 399 A& eROtRITAIRO WnshBiity
avai l able for use in hygi'eni ¢ condition when needed, said package

conpri si ngrestangelept acl e, a supply of pads in the receptacle, said
receptacl e having an opening through which a pad may S be wi thdrawn for use
when needed, said receptacle havin recl osgbl.e clgsuyre for closipng the
openi ng, said cl osuréo-béi1?‘?‘51“1&'5’6%é?fgff”g]il "b%tll"“r’%/gﬁ@efqﬂ%ﬁﬁgiﬂ qaﬁaﬁy&eéfﬁcganc{'
condi ti on gngutbioface; and the Ukeurs d¥poyitioged oh daybingerifacendtiiflap dor rofeagably hodtisg

remaining in tﬂhe.r ceptacle.after withdrawal of a pad.
said flap in the closed position.

11. A package as set forth in claim 10 wherein the closure is an adhesive
material applied to the inner face of the flap.

12. A package as set forth in claim 8 wherein the front portion of each side
edge of the sheet has an upper end opposite the first fold and said second fold is positioned
immediately adjacent the upper ends of the front portions of the side edges and immediately
adjacent the opening.

13. A package as set forth in claim 6 wherein the sheet is a heat sealable

polymer sheet.

14. A package comprising a plurality of absorbent articles, and packaging
including:
a flexible pocket having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving said
plurality of absorbent articles;
5 an opening extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped
for permitting at least one of said plurality of articles to be withdrawn from the hollow interior
of the pocket;



107. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein the interlabial pads are

i ndi vidual |y packaged. 108. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein
sai d recapbaghpegonpri ses a bag having front and back wal peTjQhinQorsat t he
sides and bottom and free of each other at the top to define said opening,
said bag having a flap integral with the back wall fol ded over the opening
and overlying the front wall and rel easably adhered thereto. 109. A package
as set forth in claim 108 wherein the bag conprises a blank folded to form
said front and back walls) the fold constituting the bottom of the bag and
the front and back veflisatteheptoahé pedketadapadtfbecovating fiee apeding tb hetamahid 110.

- A pack in _clai.m.109 wherei. i 20
ovbaue-co EiBBle ShS A RBITHATO TR bERe Bhalt, ol et b *
pr essuil@- smoséablevtetwaeknemi open phetieroin Winich thel apasiablis/ genshadlyi ungbstiusted bysaid

. thereto. ; i ' '

core}}r:)(rai ges l%*p?ﬁ’s%@@?f%%fi%e &Ql%%gﬁgﬂg%e&ggdrgggl gﬁrgﬁgﬁrtﬁénﬂ%ﬁtngﬁnm%%&%%lr ein
t he i nt er | pasitign ipwhichtheflametversdbeoneping-aod ag exterion area af the prekgbtogetainsaid or t h
in clai m 106-hes@iiclEd1R iHe5RREAGH B FHOVERE b8 8t 18asPEkE ﬂﬁé’l@%nfhﬁz@ﬁhg ﬁﬂé‘uéhéle

wal I s joined at” the sides and bottomw th said opening at the top, sail

cl osure colpOPNRg afess-fit menbers extending across the walls adj acent

the opgping. 114. A ppgihegdee élsswepositivrich ohat khaofit dfshidvpevked andtshid flapdor
conprises a | ded. tﬂ) f.orm said front and back walls, the fold

bl ank, f ai r.
const i tuti’i?beaf% B@g%rﬁ’"&f ﬁpHgﬂl?aczosﬁ Boilﬁgn‘front and back wal |'s being
attached together at the sides thereof. WO 02/0399:13 30 PCT/ USOL/ =L=t 975

115. A package as setcfqr J | ai A h:
partially opaque to L%n%e%*k%#e&p%{c&é%@ épqgig‘g??' H"htteﬁbgn @{aegﬂhlﬂl@’ %Aaggggﬁgtge as
set forth amicles aierarratgedinarséick. t he bl ank conprises a plastic film 117. A

package as set forth in claim 114 wherein the interlabial pads are

i ndi vi dual |y packaged. 118. A package, as .set forth in_claim 106 wherein the
receptacl e conpri sesl@ Apirkageasset forthiclaimgl 4yxharcindha absoraeni @HicRs CORBIISS des
and bot t om WirkiRine3hsé ROARLNY at the top, said closure conprising slide
fastener nenbers extendi ng across the walls adjacent the opening, and a
slide fastener. 119. A package as set forth in claim 118 wherein the bag
conprises a blank folZled gackigerasssidotthfin ehimalitowlaein the férmsinineloaref prbducts
constituting the bOtEOIWbEOf the bag and the front and back wal |l s being
attached t‘é%ug?qulﬁpﬁpyt Tsi des thereof. 120. A package as set forth in
claim 119 wherein the blank is at |east partially opaque to conceal the
packaged pads in the,baq. t £ Nl 1 ai ein
the bl ank conprises égpﬁa%#gﬁeﬁélsrgﬁfo@gﬁ °%§‘B§§k“§f§éeﬂf"t£§h§2?ﬁ‘ foHre{Eh [ nogﬁ&gfm
119 wher ei pompreseiantintetlajplepadpads are i ndividual |y packaged. 123. A package
as set forth in claim 106 wherein the receptacle is-in the style

19. A package as set forth in claim 14 wherein the packaging comprises a
rectangular sheet having opposing side edges and a first fold extending between said side
edges so that each side edge has a front portion and a back portion separated by said first fold
and so that said first fold forms a bottom of the pocket, and wherein the front portion of each

5 side edge is joined with the corresponding back portion of each side edge thereby forming
opposing sides of the pocket.

20. A package as set forth in claim 19 wherein the opposing sides of the
pocket are substantially free of gussets.

21. A package as set forth in claim 19 wherein the sheet has a second fold
extending between said side edges generally parallel to and above said first fold, said second
fold separating the flap from the pocket.



of a wallet having two pockets each having an opening, foldable in half
with the openings on the inside. 124. A package as set forth in claim 123
conpri si ngoagoghengat e rectangul ar outside wall of plastigctigstisdontsi de
wal | s extendi ng across the face of the outside wall constituting its inside
face fromone side of the outside wall to the other and inward fromthe
ends of the outside wall, each inside wall term nating short of the center
of length of the 5 outside wall and forggng a pad-contai ning pocket with an
opening at the inner edge thereof. WO 02/0399:13 31 PCT/USOL/ 4: 1975 125.
A package as set forih Anpskagemasleet folkrigidlaimal d wheetptiacilep tosubsiaatially an
. elongate rectanqul ar bIank end portions of which are folded over to
constltuté'gﬁP%E?hS|de malls the folds form ng the bottons of the pockets,
sai d fol ded-over end portions being attached at both sides to the portion

. of the blank int ermagd aA aﬁ&hga;s% ﬁ’%lfh 1§@1ﬁﬂn@‘i’rvfﬂe9é?n§-§gﬁ&h%g Bﬁ'hﬁréﬂfaE%?rlank s

outside wall. 126. a e~as se rern
at |east parquterifio, mdahmlome ispagiencdonsaidaencadasd optha flap forreleaspbly holdiig A
package asg§fhad @thdclofeddRitiPnl25 wWherein the bl ank conprises a plastic
film 1[28. aA paa;@agecas ds:‘;et forth in claim106 wherein each of the
interlabial pads within the supply of pads is of substantially the sane
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31. A package as set forth in claim 30 wherein the strip of adhesive material
has a width of more than about 2 millimeters.

32. A package as set forth in claim 30 wherein the strip of adhesive material
has a width of about 7 millimeters.

33. A package as set forth in claim 29 wherein the strip of adhesive material
is substantially continuous and uninterrupted along its entire length.

34. A package as set forth in claim 29 wherein the flap is substantially
rectangular.

35. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the adhesive closure extends
substantially an entire width of the flap.

36. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the adhesive closure is a two
sided tape.

37. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the adhesive closure is a hot
melt adhesive.

38. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the flap has an inner face and
an outer face, and the adhesive closure is positioned on said inner face of the flap for
releasably holding said flap in the closed position.

39. A package as set forth in claim 26 wherein the hollow interior of the
pocket is sized and shaped for receiving a plurality of absorbent articles including said article.

40, A package as set forth in claim 39 wherein the plurality of absorbent
articles are arranged in a stack.
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43. A package as set forth in claim 41 wherein the feminine care product
comprises an interlabial pad.

44, A package comprising:

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to other articles in said
number of articles, a generally uniform length relative to the other articles, and a generally

5 uniform thickness relative to the other articles; and

packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles
having a reclosable opening sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be
withdrawn from the pocket, wherein said pocket at least partially defines a hollow interior
having a volume when receiving the preselected number of articles less than about twice the

10 number of articles times a product of said article width, length and thickness, and more than
about one times the number of articles times said product.

45. A package comprising:

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to other articles in said
number of articles, a generally uniform length relative to the other articles, and a generally

5 uniform thickness relative to the other articles; and

packaging including:

a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles having an opening sized
and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn from the pocket;

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said

10 number of absorbent articles in the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable between an
open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to permit said at
least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the flap
covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said articles in the pocket and
to prevent said at least one article from passing through the opening; and

15 an adhesive closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for
releasably holding said flap in the closed position;
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46. A package comprising: _
a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to other articles in said
number of articles; and
5 packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles
having a reclosable opening sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be
withdrawn from the pocket, wherein said pocket at least partially defines a hollow interior
having a width when the articles are removed therefrom less than about two times said article
width and a width when receiving the preselected number of articles more than about one
10 times said article width.

47. A package as set forth in claim 46 wherein the hollow interior width is
about 1.2 times said article width when the articles are removed therefrom.

48. A package comprising:

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to other articles in said
number of articles; and

5 packaging including:

a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles having an opening sized
and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn from the pocket;

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said
number of absorbent articles in the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable between an

10 open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to permit said at
least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the flap
covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said articles in the pocket and
to prevent said at least one article from passing through the opening; and

an adhesive closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for

15 releasably holding said flap in the closed position;

wherein the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a width when

receiving the preselected number of articles less than about two times said article width.
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a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform length relative to other articles in said
number of articles; and

5 packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles
having a reclosable opening sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be
withdrawn from the pocket, wherein said pocket at least partially defines a hollow interior
having a length when the articles are removed therefrom less than about two times said article
length and a length when receiving the preselected number of articles more than about one

10 times said article length.

51. A package as set forth in claim 50 wherein the hollow interior length is
about 1.2 times said article length when the articles are removed therefrom.

52. A package comprising:

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform length relative to other articles in said
number of articles; and

5 packaging including:

a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles having an opening sized
and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn from the pocket;

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said
number of absorbent articles in the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable between an

10 open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to permit said at
least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the flap
covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said articles in the pocket and
to prevent said at least one article from passing through the opening; and

an adhesive closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for

15 releasably holding said flap in the closed position;

wherein the flap and pocket define a hollow interior having a length when the

articles are removed therefrom less than about two times said article length.

53. A package as set forth in claim 52 wherein the hollow interior length is
about 1.2 times said article length when the articles are removed therefrom.
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54. A package comprising:
a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to the other articles; and
packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles
5 having an opening sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn
from the pocket, wherein the opening has a width when the pocket receives the articles less

than about two times said article width and more than about one times said article width.

55. A package as set forth in claim 54 wherein the opening width is about 1.2
times said article width when the articles are removed therefrom.

56. A package comprising:

a preselected plural number of absorbent articles arranged in a stack, each of
said absorbent articles having a generally uniform width relative to other articles in said
number of articles, and a generally uniform thickness relative to the other articles; and

5 packaging including a flexible pocket for receiving said absorbent articles
having an opening sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said articles to be withdrawn
from the pocket, wherein the opening has an area when the pocket receives the preselected
number of articles less than about twice the number of articles times a product of said article
width and thickness, and more than about one times the number of articles times said product.

57. A package comprising at least one absorbent article, and packaging
including:
a flexible pocket having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving said
absorbent article;
5 an opening extending into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped
for permitting said article to be withdrawn from the hollow interior of the pocket; and
a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said
absorbent article in the hollow interior of the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable
between an open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to
10 permit said article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in which the
flap covers the opening to retain said article in the pocket and to prevent said article from
passing through the opening, wherein at least one of the flap and the pocket includes a visual
indicator for distinguishing an edge of the flap from the pocket to improve visual
identification of the edge of the flap.
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59. A package as set forth in claim 58 wherein the visually contrasting surface
treatments include a first color on at least a portion of an exterior surface of the flap and a
second color on at least a portion of an exterior surface of the pocket.

60. A package as set forth in claim 59 wherein the first color is a raw material
color of the packaging and the second color is printed on the packaging.

61. A package as set forth in claim 60 wherein the raw material color of the
packaging is white.

62. A package as set forth in claim 59 wherein the portion of the exterior
surface of the flap having said first color is an edge margin of the flap.

63. A package as set forth in claim 62 wherein said edge margin of the flap
having said first color includes a lower edge margin of the flap.

64. A package as set forth in claim 63 wherein said lower edge margin having
said first color has a width less than about 15 millimeters.

65. A package as set forth in claim 64 wherein said lower edge margin having
said first color has a width of about 4 millimeters.

66. A package as set forth in claim 62 wherein said edge margin of the flap
having said first color includes opposing side edge margins of the flap.

67. A package as set forth in claim 66 wherein each side edge margin having
said first color has a width less than about 15 millimeters.

68. A package as set forth in claim 67 wherein each side edge margin having
said first color has a width of about 4 millimeters.

69. A package as set forth in claim 59 wherein the flap includes the second
color.
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109 () 10r{3§:‘tag1§ul)af/;lﬂeggﬁgfng opposing side edges and a first fold extending between said side
edges so that each side edge has a front portion and a back portion separated by said first fold
and so that said first fold forms a bottom of the pocket, wherein the front portion of each side
5 edge is joined with the corresponding back portion of each side edge thereby forming
opposing sides of the pocket, and wherein side margins corresponding to the side edges of the

sheet are substantially free of printing.

71. A package as set forth in claim 70 wherein the sheet is a heat sealable
polymer sheet.

72. A package as set forth in claim 70 wherein the sheet has a second fold
extending between said side edges generally parallel to and above said first fold so that said
second fold separates the flap from the pocket, and wherein an edge margin of the flap is
substantially free of printing.

73. A package as set forth in claim 72 wherein said edge margin of the flap
which is substantially free of printing includes a lower edge margin of the flap.

74. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein the packaging comprises a
closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for releasably holding said flap
in the closed position.

75. A package as set forth in claim 74 wherein the closure is spaced from a
distal edge of the flap to permit a portion of the flap to be grasped and separated from the
pocket without releasing the closure.

76. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein the hollow interior of the
pocket is sized and shaped for receiving a plurality of absorbent articles including said article.

77. A package as set forth in claim 76 wherein the plurality of absorbent
articles are arranged in a stack.

78. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein the absorbent article comprises
a feminine care product.
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79. A package as set forth in claim 78 wherein the feminine care product

comprises a panty liner.

80. A package as set forth in claim 78 wherein the feminine care product
comprises an interlabial pad.

81. A package as set forth in claim 57 wherein at least one of the flap and the
pocket includes a tactile indicator for distinguishing an edge of the flap from the pocket to
improve tactile identification of the edge of the flap.

82. A package as set forth in claim 81 wherein the tactile indicator comprises
a textured portion of an exterior surface of said at least one of the flap and the pocket.

83. A package as set forth in claim 82 wherein the textured portion is a
knurled portion of an exterior surface of the flap.

84. A master package comprising:

a plurality of utility packages, each of said utility packages including:

a plurality of absorbent articles; and

utility packaging including a flexible pocket having a hollow interior sized and

5 shaped for receiving said plurality of absorbent articles, and a reclosable opening extending

into the hollow interior of the pocket sized and shaped for permitting at least one of said
plurality of articles to be withdrawn from the hollow interior of the pocket; and

removable master packaging surrounding said plurality of utility packages
having a hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving said plurality of utility packages.

85. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of
absorbent articles comprise a feminine care product.

86. A master package as set forth in claim 85 wherein each feminine care
product is surrounded by a removable wrapper.

87. A master package as set forth in claim 85 wherein the feminine care
products comprise a panty liner.

88. A master package as set forth in claim 87 wherein each panty liner is
surrounded by a removable wrapper.
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comprises a rectangular sheet having:
opposing side edges having a forward portion, a middle portion and a back
portion,
5 a first fold extending between said side edges separating the middle portion
and the back portion so that said first fold forms a bottom of the wrapper, and
a second fold extending between said side edges generally parallel to and
above said first fold separating the middle portion and front portion so that said second fold
forms a top of the wrapper, wherein the middle portion of each side edge is joined with the
10 corresponding back portion of each side edge and the forward portion of each side edge is
joined with the corresponding middle portion of each side edge thereby forming opposing
sides of the wrapper.

90. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said master packaging
includes printing thereon.

91. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein each utility packaging
includes a flap attached to the pocket adapted for covering the opening to retain said plurality
of absorbent articles in the hollow interior of the pocket, said flap being selectably moveable
between an open position in which the opening is generally unobstructed by said flap to

5 permit said at least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a closed position in
which the flap covers the opening and an exterior area of the pocket to retain said plurality of
articles in the pocket and to prevent said at least one article from passing through the opening.

92. A master package as set forth in claim 91 wherein each utility packaging
includes a closure positioned on at least one of said pocket and said flap for releasably holding
said flap in the closed position.

93. A master package as set forth in claim 92 wherein said closure is an
adhesive closure.

94, A master package as set forth in claim 91 wherein each utility packaging
comprises a rectangular sheet having opposing side edges and a first fold extending between
said side edges so that each side edge has a front portion and a back portion separated by said
first fold and so that said first fold forms a bottom of the pocket, and wherein the front portion

5 of each side edge is joined with the corresponding back portion of each side edge thereby
forming opposing sides of the pocket.
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95. A master package as set forth in claim 94 wherein the sheet has a second

fold extending between said side edges generally parallel to and above said first fold so that
said second fold separates the flap from the pocket.

96. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of
absorbent articles is arranged in a stack in the utility packaging.

97. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of utility
packages is arranged in at least one stack inside the master packaging.

98. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of
absorbent articles comprises less than about eight absorbent articles.

99. A master package as set forth in claim 98 wherein said plurality of
absorbent articles comprises about five absorbent articles.

100. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said plurality of utility
packages comprises less than about twelve utility packages.

101. A master package as set forth in claim 100 wherein said plurality of
utility packages comprises about ten utility packages.

102. A master package as set forth in claim 101 wherein said plurality of
utility packages is arranged in two stacks.

103. A master package as set forth in claim 102 wherein said plurality of
utility packages comprises about nine utility packages.

104. A master package as set forth in claim 103 wherein said plurality of
utility packages is arranged in a single stack.

105. A master package as set forth in claim 84 wherein said master packaging
includes gussets.

106. A package of interlabial pads for carrying a supply of the pads in
hygienic condition in such manner as to maintain them in hygienic condition and to be readily
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a supply of pads in the receptacle, said receptacle having an opening through which a pad may

5 bewithdrawn for use when needed, said receptacle having a reclosable closure for closing the
opening, said closure being closed for carrying the pads in hygienic condition and for
continued carrying in hygienic condition of the pads remaining in the receptacle after
withdrawal of a pad.

107. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein the interlabial pads are
individually packaged.

108. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein said receptacle comprises
a bag having front and back walls joined at the sides and bottom and free of each other at the
top to define said opening, said bag having a flap integral with the back wall folded over the
opening and overlying the front wall and releasably adhered thereto.

109. A package as set forth in claim 108 wherein the bag comprises a blank
folded to form said front and back walls, the fold constituting the bottom of the bag and the
front and back walls being attached together at the sides thereof.

110. A package as set forth in claim 109 wherein the blank is at least partially
opaque to conceal the packaged pads in the bag, the front wall having a pressure-sensitive
adhesive thereon for releasably adhering the flap thereto.

111. A package as set forth in claim 109 wherein the blank comprises a plastic
film.

112. A package as set forth in claim 108 wherein the interlabial pads are
individually packaged.

113. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein the receptacle comprises a
bag having front and back walls joined at the sides and bottom with said opening at the top,
said closure comprising press-fit members extending across the walls adjacent the opening.

114. A package as set forth in claim 113 wherein the bag comprises a blank
folded to form said front and back walls, the fold constituting the bottom of the bag and the
front and back walls being attached together at the sides thereof.
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116. A package as set forth in claim 114 wherein the blank comprises a plastic
film.

117. A package as set forth in claim 114 wherein the interlabial pads are
individually packaged.

118. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein the receptacle comprises a
bag having front and back walls joined at the sides and bottom with said opening at the top,
said closure comprising slide fastener members extending across the walls adjacent the
opening, and a slide fastener.

119. A package as set forth in claim 118 wherein the bag comprises a blank
folded to form said front and back walls, the fold constituting the bottom of the bag and the
front and back walls being attached together at the sides thereof.

120. A package as set forth in claim 119 wherein the blank is at least partially
opaque to conceal the packaged pads in the bag.

121. A package as set forth in claim 119 wherein the blank comprises a plastic
film.

122. A package as set forth in claim 119 wherein the interlabial pads are
individually packaged.

123. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein the receptacle is in the style
of a wallet having two pockets each having an opening, foldable in half with the openings on
the inside.

124. A package as set forth in claim 123 comprising an elongate rectangular
outside wall of plastic film, inside walls extending across the face of the outside wall
constituting its inside face from one side of the outside wall to the other and inward from the
ends of the outside wall, each inside wall terminating short of the center of length of the

5 outside wall and forming a pad-containing pocket with an opening at the inner edge thereof.
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126. A package as set forth in claim 125 wherein the blank is at least partially
opaque to conceal the packaged pads in the bag.

127. A package as set forth in claim 125 wherein the blank comprises a plastic
film.

128. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein each of the interlabial pads
within the supply of pads is of substantially the same size.

129. A package as set forth in claim 106 wherein only interlabial pads are
positioned in the receptacle.



