


A process for the preparation of an aromatic carbonate by subjecting a
starting compound selected from the group consisting of dialkyl carbonates,
alkyl aryl carbonates and mixtures thereof and a reactant selected from the
group consisting of aromatic mono-hydroxyl compounds, alkyl aryl carbonates
and mixtures thereof to transesterification in the presence of a
metal-containing catalyst, characterized in that the transesterification is
conducted while keeping the weight ratio (WR) of at least one substance
having an aromatic group selected from the group consisting of specific
aromatic polyhydroxyl compounds resulting from the starting compound, the
reactant and/or by-products of the transesterification and residues of them
to the metal constituting the catalyst-containing liquid mixture of the
transesterification system. According to this process, undesirable
phenomena such as the deposition of the catalyst in reactors or pipes and
the adhesion of the catalyst to them can be inhibited to thereby permit a
stable preparation of an aromatic carbonate for a long period.    


