-1- SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR PROVIDING GAMING ACTIVITIES
Field of the Invention The present invention relates to systems and methods
for providing gaming activities. Some embodiments provide hardware and
software components for the implementation of such systems and methods.
The term "gaming" is intended to be irterpreted in the broadest sense, as

encompassing the fields_of gambling, gaming, wagering, betting, lotteries
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Background to the Invention The following discussion of the prior art is

int%g%g&elmﬁ%&nvention in an appropriate context and to allow the

unique characteristics and advantages of it to be more fully understood.
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referred.to as "pari-zmutuel” gaming (also known by terms such as
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Numerous gaming activities are known and have been implemented in a
variety of different forms. One broad category of gaming activity is commonly
referred to as “pari-mutuel” gaming (also known by terms such as “para-mutual”,
“paramutual” and “parimutuel”). In this form, it is typical for the entry fees
provided by players in relation to a gaming activity to be combined into a pool, the
operator’s commissions, fees and charges deducted from the pool, and for the
residual amount to define a prize pool for distribution among the winners of the
gaming activity, according to predetermined criteria. Lotteries, totalisators and the
like fall into this category.

A characteristic feature of pari-mutuel gaming is that the quantum of
winnings is not necessarily known in advance, since this will depend upon the
number of participants in the gaming activity, and the level of participation of each,
which are indeterminate at the outset. Another characteristic feature is that, aside

from any ad hoc instances of cross-subsidisation by the gaming operator, the total



the total amount received from the entrants collectively as entry fees or bets,
due to the fees and charges of the operator as well as taxes and duties of
governments and jurisdictional authorities, being deducted from the prize
pool, prior to distribution. These fees and charges are significant, often in the
order of 15% to 40% of the total prizeool, which is a particular

disadvantage of this form of gaming activity, in so far as the participants are
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winning outcomes. Summary of the Invention It is an object of the present
inVEREONBGEHED RTETS S URTE it at BRESHhA GRS B PHFRIGIYA A HEERYSE of the

priprdgrhenr idleasirienprov demusaiidealigrinadiview gid o DpAnidingriolitst
i SRR o nalon povdngaganin
A further disadvantage with both of these forms, and indeed most other

forms of gaming, is that in the absence of a winning outcome, the initial value of the
bet or participation fee is lost to each participant and fundamentally, the odds are
statistically weighted against the players.

Against this backdrop, it is well-known that some personality types fall
victim to gaming at significant personal and wider social cost. Others are reluctant
to participate in such activities at all, either as a matter of principle or due to

inherent aversion to risk, and thereby miss the entertainment value and the

opportunity to participate in the upside of winning outcomes.

Summary of the Invention
It is an object of the present invention to overcome or ameliorate one or more

of the disadvantages of the prior art, or at least to provide a useful alternative.



fees, the method including the steps of: defining a plurality of risk profiles,
wherein each risk profile defines a proportion of an entry fee that is
refundable on the basis of predetermined refund criteria and a
complementary proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk; receiving, for
each player, data indicative of the entr§ fee provided by that player and a
risk profile selected by that player; and allocating to each player, on the basis
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method wherein the plurality of risk profiles includes at least one risk profile
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of the entry fee is placed at risk, wherein X +Y = 100 and wherein 0 < X < 100.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the plurality of risk profiles
includes a plurality of risk profiles for which X% of the entry fee is refundable and
Y% of the entry fee is placed at risk, wherein X +Y = 100 and wherein 0 < X < 100.

One embodiment provides a method wherein at least one risk profile is
defined in response to data indicative of a player’s selective designation of a
proportion of an entry fee that is to be refundable and/or a complementary
proportion of the entry fee that is to be placed at risk.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the risk profile selected by a
given player affects the relative probability of that player winning a prize in relation
to the gaming activity in exchange for the entry fee provided.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the risk profile selected by a
given player affects the number of entries allocated to that player in exchange for the

entry fee provided.



predetermined entry fee, and, for a second risk profile, a given player is
allocated an increased number of entries for the same predetermined entry
fee, wherein the first risk profile defines a greater proportion of the entry fee
that is refundable compared with the second risk profile. One embodiment
provides a method wherein the numbet of entries allocated to a given player
is related to a contribution made by or on behalf of that player to a prize pool.
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wherein Eplayer is the number of entries allocated to a particular player,in
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allocation of entries follows a predetermined risk/chance favouritism
protdldhesrreuhiiskditidt provides a method wherein 0.01 < k < 100. One
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of entries follows a predetermined risk/chance favouritism protocol.

One embodiment provides a method wherein 0.01 <k < 100.

One embodiment provides a method wherein 1 <k < 100.

One embodiment provides a method wherein k > 1.

One embodiment provides a method wherein k = 1.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the risk profile selected by a
given player affects the quantum of entry fee in exchange for which a predetermined
number of entries is allocated.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for a first risk profile, a given
player is allocated a predetermined number of entries in exchange for a
predetermined entry fee, and, for a second risk profile, a given player is allocated the
same predetermined number of entries for less than the predetermined entry fee,
wherein the first risk profile defines a greater proportion of the entry fee that is

refundable compared with the second risk profile.



One embodiment provides a method wherein, for a first risk profile, a given
player is able to win a prize having a first value in exchange for a
predetermined entry fee, and, for a second risk profile, a given player is able
to win a prize having a second value in exchange for the same
predetermined entry fee, wherein the-second value is greater than the first
value, and wherein the first risk profile defines a greater proportion of the
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winning entries were allocated.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for a given player, refunding
the refundable proportion of the entry fee includes making the refundable proportion
of the entry fee available for collection by or on behalf of that players.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of refunding the
refundable proportion of the entry fee includes, for at least one player:

defining the refundable portion of the entry fee as at least part of a
subsequent entry fee in relation to a subsequent gaming activity; and

allocating to the at least one player one or more entries in relation to the
subsequent gaming activity in exchange for the subsequent entry fee.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of refunding the

refundable proportion of the entry fee includes, for at least one player:



One embodiment provides a method wherein the subsequent gaming activity
iIs a gaming activity provided by a method according to an embodiment
described above. One embodiment provides a method including the steps of:
identifying, for each entry fee, a total contribution amount corresponding to
that entry fee, the total contribution anfount including: i. a primary contribution
amount comprising the proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk, less
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procedure gt periad oL, an SRETRIaLRoRNLin, and a third-party
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amongst]tlhe playetp§3 0 whom winning entries were allocated; identifying an

undistribgteabpongchedb e privibuponlamounts of the respective entry fees to form
a prize pool;

identifying one or more winning entries;

distributing the prize pool among the players to whom winning entries were
allocated in accordance with a predetermined prize distribution protocol.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for a given entry fee, the
supplementary contribution amount corresponds to an amount derived from one or
more sources selected from a group comprising:

an investment return derived by subjecting at least a proportion of that entry
fee to an investment procedure for a period of time;

an operator contribution; and

a third-party contribution.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for a given entry fee, the
supplementary contribution amount corresponds to an amount derived from an
investment return derived by subjecting at least a proportion of that entry fee to an
investment procedure for a period of time.

One embodiment provides a method including the steps of:

identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming activity;



investing at least a proportion of the undistributed portion of the prize pool to
generate an investment return; adding an amount corresponding to at least a
proportion of the investment return to a subsequent prize pool in relation to a
subsequent gaming activity. One embodiment provides a method wherein the
subsequent gaming activity is a gamirlg activity provided by a method
according to an embaodiment described above. One embodiment provides a
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method wherein, in the case that the primary entry is not identified as a
wihf§-entry, the secondary entry is identified as a winning entry, such that
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one or more secondary entries, whereby in the case that one of the secondary entries
is identified as a winning entry a secondary prize is awarded to the player.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the primary entry has an
associated payout ratio, and the primary prize is awarded to the player based on the
proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk and the payout ratio.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, in the case that the primary
entry is identified as a winning entry, the secondary entry is not identified as a
winning entry.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, in the case that the primary
entry is not identified as a winning entry, the secondary entry is identified as a
winning entry, such that a given player for whom a non-zero proportion of the entry
fee is refundable wins one of the primary prize or the secondary prize.

One embodiment provides a method including the steps of:

deriving supplementary income;



prize distribution protocol, amongst the players to whom winning secondary
entries were allocated. One embodiment provides a method wherein deriving
supplementary income includes subjecting at least a proportion of the entry
fees to an investment procedure to generate supplementary income in the
form of an investment return. A second aspect of the invention provides a
method for providing a g%aming activity wherein a plurality of players provide
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player who selected a risk profile for which a non-zero proportion of the entry
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exchange for the subsequent entry fee, One embodiment provides a method
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player; and

allocating to each player, on the basis of the entry fee provided by that player
and the risk profile, one or more entries in relation to the gaming activity.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for the risk profile, X% of the
entry fee is refundable and Y% of the entry fee is placed at risk, wherein X +Y =
100 and wherein 0 < X < 100.

One embodiment provides a method including the steps of:

identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming activity;

awarding prizes to the players to whom winning entries were allocated in
accordance with a predetermined prize distribution protocol; and

for each player who selected a risk profile for which a non-zero proportion of
the entry fee is refundable, refunding the refundable proportion of the entry fee.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of refunding the

refundable proportion of the entry fee includes, for at least one player:



refundable proportion of the entry fee includes, for at least one player:
defining the refundable portion of the entry fee as a subsequent entry fee in
relation to a subsequent gaming activity; allocating to the at least one player
one or more entries in relation to the subsequent gaming activity in
exchange for the subsequent entry fe€’ One embodiment provides a method
wherein the_subsequent élaming activity is a gaming activity provided by a
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an Investment return derived by subjecting at least a proportion of that entry
fee to an Unyestnémantacerides fonethpdrindudinintes Gne @mbodiment

provides @éﬂ%ﬁg iﬂ?'@:ﬁ@@&ﬁgﬁé@?@ﬁ)&fﬁ contribution amount corresponding to

that entry fee, the total contribution amount including:

1. a primary contribution amount comprising the proportion of the entry
fee that is placed at risk, less any predefined deductions; and

il. a supplementary contribution amount;

combining the total contribution amounts of the respective entry fees to form
a prize pool;

identifying one or more winning entries;

distributing the prize pool among the players to whom winning entries were
allocated in accordance with a predetermined prize distribution protocol.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for a given entry fee, the
supplementary contribution amount corresponds to an amount derived from one or
more sources selected from a group comprising:

an investment return derived by subjecting at least a proportion of that entry
fee to an investment procedure for a period of time;

an operator contribution; and

a third-party contribution.



identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming activity; providing a
prize pool for distribution in accordance with a predetermined prize
distribution protocol amongst the players to whom winning entries were
allocated; identifying an undistributed portion of the prize pool; investing at
least a proportion of the undistributed [brtion of the prize pool to generate an
investment return; adding an amount having a value corresponding to at least

a proportf3 SPPRam Ity AmAhes & bes R fTeh BFiL &8 dFfn PSlation to
a sulpskauenirgacinguact vihoudne esmhedime at praxitiekdvateffvadavherein
the subsequent gaming activity: is.a ing activity. provided by a.method
e B O R e
a metisdowhuesidehefetepeialiothming to each player one or more entries

includes,(ﬁ% %rﬂ&%@ﬁrﬁlﬁ%&%f@éstg%%%qm&%%% &Qﬁ%ﬁ?e that is placed at
risk, allocating to the player a primary entry, whereby in the case that the

primary e‘ﬂﬁ‘}}@IR%?ﬂﬁi%rd”%&reaWWﬂﬁ%té‘ﬁfrf}aﬁ%‘?iﬁa}HFi?%)?f‘iB”i@/;awarded to
the playeprdoidihe ppeipepionfof tierdntiynfaeatatdsncefuntaliesdatioaating to
the PIRYEL, 90 or Mare econdary. eniries: wharebyn he case thatone of
thé)seconcfary entries 18 identitied & aywmning entryas concFary prize is
awalteletety the player. One embodiment provides a method wherein the
primary eqiyiRasAn @REQRIRE PaYOHLIRHE pARdOG;, Primary prize is
awarded to the player based on the proportion of the entry fee that is placed
at risk antitREBRFOIGEYIBroPYTion OhEetRBEEIRTt RYEE BerktRage! ©
wheseimtdnithevessethadtihe primary entry is identified as a winning entry,
the seco%gg{ly ent%is ntcﬁ identified as a Winnén ?ggr%eOpe embgdimeint

provides & Method Whereln, it the case that the primary entiy 1S not -
idethtifiecbsimentvirinintpertrpsaneerauordmgl entelpividentifibscascat geinhiag
entyy;sHeh that a given player for whom a non-zero proportion of the entry

fee is refundable wins one of the primary prize or the secondary prize.
One embodiment provides a method wherein the subsequent gaming activity

is a gaming activity provided by a method according to a an embodiments described
above.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of allocating to each
player one or more entries includes, for a given player:

for the proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk, allocating to the
player a primary entry, whereby in the case that the primary entry is identified as a
winning entry a primary prize is awarded to the player;

for the proportion of the entry fee that is refundable, allocating to the player
one or more secondary entries, whereby in the case that one of the secondary entries
is identified as a winning entry a secondary prize is awarded to the player.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the primary entry has an
associated payout ratio, and the primary prize is awarded to the player based on the

proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk and the payout ratio.



One embodiment provides a method including the steps of: deriving
supplementary income; adding an amount having a value corresponding to at
least a proportion of the supplementary income to a secondary prize pool,
refunding to each player the proportion of the entry fee that is refundable;
distributing the secondary prize pool; il accordance with a predetermined
prize distribution protocol, amongst the players to whom winning secondary
entries W&te ANBUHBH BHE €7HBOSHRhEPIEvNER o ftth B Wireremegeriving
suppismeidtarificanevimthgdes-gubjeciingdatyeast asprapdstivfcdfathe entry
fee\%;[lo.gn glrlltvestment procedure to generate supplementary income in the
form of &n invéstment return. A third aspect of the invention provides a
system fép1srowieidunangarmindesaciviiodweeetm aliptheakitg 8faplagerspisvide
respestive SnhfeRe AN sYsiaedn¢luding 8HaHR eRE N CRIRAGHLGd @ carry
out a method of providing a gaming activity according to the first or second

aspeetig FGE}PthH@b@&E BRIHSRVEHRISR %%m&é%-%ma@m%%a%re%&mer
mediisreanyibg aiaebot sratieiptiansythatsdiehcaxasidas pyzone or more
processoys, cause the one or.more Qﬁgﬁesaogntot arry cs)%g,a method of

odime ? ovides a 1,
Stivit di

providing a gaming activity according {0 the Tirst or secon “aspect. According
to a furthderagpgstiflehieitargEmicomaehere is provided a method for providing

a gaming,agivity, 5%&9%'39&@’&%@!@90%{&5@&%&6 5@_%@@99@8&%3@%@ from
one or more players; combining the entry fees to provide an entry fee pool,

deftfisEPRIBRSRASY GRSt the SHIAIIBEPEE PRSY:addition to a prize pool; - 12 -

0 derivingeginsia stpglanentanhinaopietoy virtkecafreithemar ibatfundabia)
carriage qf hﬁ fundﬁldsefinin the entr¥ Ofle?npool' ég)gcinterEction with one or

1striputin Fcon I {)rlze ccor ¢ Wit agrel()leter 1ne
more of the players, detining et su erhen ary income by Subtracting one or

mardzprdsiefinton deteastionsdfrasnthie lgresstsupolenemiagsivoodae; entries
compining theprize portion of the entry fee pool with the net supplementary

income to form the prize pool, wherein the priz_egopl has a value greater than
the One embodiment provides a method wherein deriving supplementary income

includes subjecting at least a proportion of the entry fees to an investment procedure
to generate supplementary income in the form of an investment return.

A third aspect of the invention provides a system for providing a gaming
activity wherein a plurality of players provide respective entry fees, the system
including a processor configured to carry out a method of providing a gaming
activity according to the first or second aspect.

A fourth aspect of the invention provides a computer-readable carrier
medium carrying a set of instructions that when executed by one or more processors
cause the one or more processors to carry out a method of providing a gaming
activity according to the first or second aspect.

According to a further aspect of the invention, there is provided a method for
providing a gaming activity, the method including the steps of:

receiving entry fees from one or more players;

combining the entry fees to provide an entry fee pool;

defining a prize portion of the entry fee pool for addition to a prize pool;



sum of the entry fees; and distributing the prize pool among winning players
based on a distribution protocol. In one embodiment the gaming activity is a
recurring gaming activity. In one embodiment deriving gross supplementary
income by virtue of carriage of the funds defining the entry fee pool includes
subjecting some or all of the entry fed $o0ol to an investment procedure to
derive gross investment income. In_ one embodiment deriving gross
supplem&NTAR)SHEBTH & B CRERE Ot THeSa Bl o WA GHEG P RRIFB Of the
players inclyaesapriayidificherfandstiiegningahmaiionfte powe;or more of the
players, or persgnalinformafiondom.ans chmaie.qf the players, in
exchange for gross marketing iIncome from a it party. In one embodiment
deriving grdssneuish RpREeRaRanCoabY Y tbsagfing taaetionwitrednimest
M&iREib& RlayaiR eldesMRviding iRessrnal and/or contact information
regarding one or more of the players to a third party in exchange for gross

marketinGIFCHHS RS AR AHIRT party. REYdRSROSIHIBLYR GGt thpglementary
speaeifietio Moion e erapooimenrtsin Sanpeize prod dine nidlicqsréater than the
emsll)lod(i)@éﬁgtgnr{ne%rég, t,‘;‘ln%t a particular feature, structure or characteristic
deStribed In connection with the embodiment is included in at least one
embodiméisiribfiting hepari avbationg Finsnaplogeishrsesd of avkspiradsss "in
ong; fHebodiment”, some embodiments” or “in an embodiment” in various
places throughout this specification are not necessarily all referring to the
same entbOBNFRBREIIE Y. FeOHMRIRSHY, e PO SP TIBR ALY Btructures
or charagiesnisticsbatayde cambineedn apylsuiadle Mameby astvoulid be
apparent to. one of, ordinary skill in the art from this disclosure, in one,or more
o e R P s e R R R AR
deduriptionfof eo@ teplaryvestivot iresadsoftordeiveantsrinventioest feeeomes of

the invenfiog), aie,BOmGHEMaS: o ¢ IQOBHIREINA HIRGiE SNberiment,

figure, or description thereof for the purpose of streamlining the disclosure
andSTARg TR W FEraaR AfrBedTdE dhe PNt e MRk R entive

aspaotmalibistongthoontidiscins presdhviepetoinafdenhpiiniem weie o asore
reflo%c%flig 1an intentio thattlhe claimeq(invention requires.m rea r{eatures than

are eXproasly taciad i Each Bl Raihar, Ao the Hllbiving daimis

In one embodiment deriving gross supplementary income by virtue of
interaction with one or more of the players includes providing personal and/or
contact information regarding one or more of the players to a third party in exchange
for gross marketing income from that third party.

Reference throughout this specification to “one embodiment”, “some
embodiments” or “an embodiment” means that a particular feature, structure or
characteristic described in connection with the embodiment is included in at least
one embodiment of the present invention. Thus, appearances of the phrases “in one
embodiment”, some embodiments” or “in an embodiment” in various places
throughout this specification are not necessarily all referring to the same
embodiment, but may. Furthermore, the particular features, structures or

characteristics may be combined in any suitable manner, as would be apparent to

one of ordinary skill in the art from this disclosure, in one or more embodiments.



reflect, inventive aspects lie in less than all features of a single foregoing
disclosed embodiment. Thus, the claims following the Detailed Description
are hereby expressly incorporated into this Detailed Description, with each
claim standing on its own as a separate embodiment of this invention.
Furthermore, while some embodiments’ described herein include some but
not other features included in other embodiments, combinations of features of
different SHBBEMEAETABRKE R W R 0 Qo Bt LB Rnd
foremtdiffierent eMmbotiveetds, asinculdesntitesioedtoy Hioseniatiesart. For
example.in the following claims, an the claimed embgadiments can be

pe iR o e ki e st Bl

desurivee Hetesirmdsiaghiegisdss losucomb mdiiennche ledespiendihg phetisad that
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of carrying out the function. Thus, a processor. with the necessary
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means for carrying but the function pérformed by the lemert for

purpdzeiofeoaring tha dhanipiehtiong haheidded Bstiommprovitidetisbyein,
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embodiments of the invention magl be practiced without these specific
detSiRV ISP FERRIMEN KA S IHERHSRS, structures and techniques
have not ba¢shawrviileesaik ientyeiEmenk td:abided e aimundedstasmkingof
this description. As used herein, unless otherwise specifie e use of the
e R P R R G
objéticrane ralp ddicateaisancaiffer dntvirbiatieess afdikEtiobiectstare dbwliifgrm
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be in a ﬁive_n sequence, either temporally, spatially, in ranking, or in any

otHef FREAKEE ftme eimisietimsd e HESEHRFRBP hBIAHN ARY one of the

tersmbigandarising”, "comprised of', or "which comprises” is an open term
that means Elcludin% at le }lthe I men¥s/fea uresbt t follow, but rﬁog1
u oda or

excluding O%é‘:lr’rsn (S)’r’ne of the embodiments are described herein as’a met
combination of elements of a method that can be implemented by a processor of a
computer system or by other means of carrying out the function. Thus, a processor
with the necessary instructions for carrying out such a method or element of a
method forms a means for carrying out the method or element of a method.
Furthermore, an element described herein of an apparatus embodiment is an
example of a means for carrying out the function performed by the element for the
purpose of carrying out the invention.

In the description provided herein, numerous specific details are set forth.
However, it is understood that embodiments of the invention may be practiced
without these specific details. In other instances, well-known methods, structures
and techniques have not been shown in detail in order not to obscure an

understanding of this description.

As used herein, unless otherwise specified the use of the ordinal adjectives



the term "comprising"”, when used in the claims, should not be interpreted as
being limitative to the means or elements or steps listed thereafter. For
example, the scope of the expression a device comprising A and B should
not be limited to devices consisting only of elements A and B. Any one of the
terms “including”, "which includes" or*that includes" as used herein is also
an gpen term that alsg means including at least the elements/features that
folldWthe YT butidt eteigiigs ofiterSOPALS, *Wedbanit < wrbniious
witti @inenmiesascth e Skt e lasctcampeising feSadita iy d the tetmntéadeptednply
when yeedbhereln, should gt he inierpreted as Reing piialye Ip, drect
connections only. The terms ”coup edand "connecte ,9 aﬁor?g with their
defraitiVlrs imigiking, pséel aMhetkatapanodthe expression a "device A coupled
to a devigg fe shamdaehbadimiadiedRdtRaer sYplamsMhergiian output

of device A is directly connected to an input of device B. It means that there

exiHLPHEE he fNBERSSA Blystit SPKLSRRH FpUE 87 BPEHITI Y BES path
inciudirigngtiresdelicer e meansréConatbwniay fveakcthdhsehers MDies,
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components or proportions, primarily the proportion of an entry fee that is
IR S0 46 A moRtSFIRS N Y OBri haSH M P udingnaiaBkéctor vice
velgaudes this tantaxtudes giveseprepartionds 42%6pdhesinilie casopteaentary
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Drawings Preferred embodiments of the invention will now be described, by
walF8re dguikibie Briyeh ARSI RTY thRedewtpatdg Brhwverigssishich:
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output of device A is directly connected to an input of device B. It means that there
exists a path between an output of A and an input of B which may be a path
including other devices or means. "Coupled" may mean that two or more elements
are either in direct physical or electrical contact, or that two or more elements are
not in direct contact with each other but yet still co-operate or interact with each
other.

The term "complementary" is primarily used herein with reference to relative
percentages of two mutually exclusive components or proportions, primarily the
proportion of an entry fee that is placed at risk, and the “complementary” proportion
that is refundable (or vice versa). In this context, if a given proportion is X%, then
the complementary proportion would be 100% - X%. It should also be noted that as
used herein, unless the context clearly dictates otherwise, any reference to "a

proportion" is intended to encompass the situations where that proportion is 0% or



embodiment. FIG. 3 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity
according to one embodiment. FIG. 4 illustrates a method for providing a
gaming activity according to one embodiment. FIG. 5 illustrates a method for
providing a gaming activity according to one embodiment. FIG. 6 illustrates a
method for providing a gaming activityl &ccording to one embodiment. FIG. 7
illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one

emB0dinfS AYC RS ABANIIGIPAIRE BYSENASOr providing a gaming activity

according to one embodiment. FIG. 813 illustrates a system for providing a

gag@g&q Bg&\pl t%%cﬁ'ﬂjlre'%%\ﬁfﬁ Sembodiment. FIG. 9 illustrates a method for

providing a gaming activity according to one embodiment. FIG. 10 illustrates
a methodPfefepiasisdihedemgarmiighadtivintiqecottiney toesisecrdeh balivmf FIG.
11&HH4§H%@§,%V§E%@?&%H Wiﬂ%&ﬁﬁ&ﬂ%ﬂg@ﬁ%@g@ﬁ?%@g to one

embodiment. FIG. 11 B illustrates a system for providing a gaming activity
according Yd- bHEERISSAiRERLI-F5 PR nEALHINIE ALY Ly AR HER B SAing
a gamingeatidityeaccording to one embodiment. FIG. 12B illustrates a

system f argviﬁiin gamir}% ?tivit aﬁcordinaqnto Qne embodiqlem&.
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Detailed escr_llptlll(s)n"%egcnﬁj’i)edél her8in ‘are vanous systems and methods for
providingeg@atiigerdctivities, these particularly relating to gaming activities

where a piradity Qf Rlgy g RIRMGIE IESRERI Ve ARty fesa s Tadiisnalaaming
activities er;gg(?ds{%aeg{y involve the
FIG. 4 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 5 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 6 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 7 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 8A illustrates system for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 8B illustrates a system for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 9 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 10 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 11A illustrates system for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 11B illustrates a system for providing a gaming activity according to

one embodiment.



player putting his or her entry fee at risk. The present invention, at least in
some of its preferred forms, modifies the traditional approaches of operating
such gaming activities so that the player's entry fee is not necessarily placed
entirely at risk. Indeed, in some embodiments a player is provided with an
option to participate on the basis that!fis or her entry fee is wholly refundable
while retaining the opportunity to win prizes, potentially alongside more risky
though still Q’n%%ﬁ"n Hsﬁéﬁ?&ﬁﬁﬁﬁf%faﬂg%lé%@%% BoRtesBreffeone
present distlodiuientit is assumed that a gamlng activity is an activity where
multiple ﬁé{ Hlysiggtgggg SQtiv entry fees. Inaer%l(l(r:lhan %tfogc(t:hedl%nt
fees, the players are respectively aﬂoBate & or more ent es. The %erm
"player" @ausabodarsin.refers to a provider of an entry fee. The term should
be construed broadly to include both human players, non-human players,
constructs or syndicates defined by a group of two or more human and/or
noR HEHEPSESYBONsuch as a collaboration between human players), and
other Iegmeeaﬁmsh(esummasmmmsah@maﬁﬂmwsIfbspﬂmcﬁﬂggsmhg
pla%/ Vl 1es Qégée%ré;' lar g Stem bgtl slqg eerlgi gn Ilglr% Wf}; a
include a purpo ier based on p rsonaf infor n‘{a lon,
enmﬂ\a@@r@@sm%ﬁtlgménytéd@p %ﬁ@mnﬁ@mmgﬂvélvﬂt@s nechsacdntexelot the
pr%ﬁ%ﬂ% ‘ﬂlﬁﬁl%l%ﬁemtﬂ&r @n@ﬁfé&&'ﬁ%ﬁn ﬂﬁé)ﬂfi‘é/s%fﬁ hengonalipcated Lalkigs
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and sure of players being "provided” entries. The terms "allocated" and
"DV RIBE T d Yaa e i GreHitBE PSS A RPN hTA SFEY RBither
of thesaitemnmahnulelipeply catre deire manicthatalplpyesd dntired actuilly

physically. receives entries (althou ally the may 0 that
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occaS|ons resent context, the term "entry fee" describes a sum of
coﬁ%’fﬂé‘ﬁﬁ‘&ﬁ bfﬁ bR®¥fites a wholly or partially refundable payment. No

specific implicatanst of ho PRt @[sslsh&u,ld heaghiavea fram gaalugeaai\th@
word "fee", which is deﬁcrllgtlve only. In.some embodiments the entr
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enthg @@'ysfmmb\napﬂglydemvecbspectlvely allocated one or more entries. The term
“player” as used herein refers to a provider of an entry fee. The term should be
construed broadly to include both human players, non-human players, constructs or
syndicates defined by a group of two or more human and/or non human players
(such as a collaboration between human players), and other legal entities (such as
corporations or trusts). In some cases, the player is identified in a computing system
by a unique identifier, which might include a purpose-defined identifier, identifier
based on personal information, email address, cellular telephone number, or the like.

In the context of the present disclosure, there is discussion of players being

“allocated” entries and disclosure of players being “provided” entries. The terms
“allocated” and “provided” are regarded as synonymous in this regard.

Furthermore, neither of these terms should imply a requirement that a player



such as where a consumer purchases predefined goods and/or services
unrelated to an entry, and an entry fee is notionally determined as a function
of the purchase value, or where the player participates in marketing activities
(by viewing advertisements or responding to a survey, for instance), and an
entry fee is notionally defined on the basis of a benefit the gaming operator
or a third party receives by virtue of the player's participation in those
malREEy RS PP b § BTG RS Bettdlin Produt, 40 cohstRier is
deemeatctenhdsenferovidad araldsdaye dfecthangdgeeorrespondingly allocated one
or more efiies. e Riesenixceasidsietembediments, e eniyiag s
wholly provi ec?l?c})r the purpose of participation in a gaming activity. 1Iln some
enfpodiemsedshane senteyrfsatcdefinegiomieporiodeoMmeEammey fees on
copsifgatrp.pNided by a player in exchange for one or more entries. For
example, in some embodiments a player provides an entry amount, including
an entry REGRESA SAHHENREBRp SAENLCthi SSRGS AL Roth IS Bishg,
in SeMencasRS; Atthbljablpattaly apetaibleseRicaCchasgpedifiSafptications
embodimantss2lhouah an. enip e s iy elundable, it lsoniy ine entry fee
component of an entry amoun that IS Puﬁy refundable, with he additional
consonigntceiyg horemsfambadiacts shoulthafsoiberapgded dintdwhert ithpart

"enUYniGRtREECRRLPEMANSIaRhIRINRIHEG R Ay RILCAID FARSIEHIR ANY
tradable commodity having a real, virtual, deemed or perceived value. -18- 0
ReterB AR ALt FERiYBer RuhtsRadErdeiinid #a0ds aRY theende skt ae o
ungetstondndnlessitheconiendditialesoihRuvse fiatoaompapsibhand

partial refurlgls gs well as gross and net e{unds..ln some instances, for
value, or where . elplaéffer r{) 1cipates in IBar ef- {n activitie bé/ VlFW]Ilé
example, a nominal” réfund m e subject totaxes, duties, levies or other

chadyesissuehtsiarehieondng efurdracruéilyirgeeivbdislaa pltlydeiddess than
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full or partial. Such variations should not be considered to depart from the

suBEELDS M atBpe NTRE TS BRI GRAATIOR RS UBRY Hiokeifl v terkhat s

"gamingcrandg gaviang palikity, stasithbeis creskd edhbrogdly igedas itry

TR Aot RL BAMRING: GRring., & YRGS Ny, Iciiding but not
considered embodiments, the entry fee is wholly provided for the purpose of
participation in a gaming activity.

In some embodiments, the “entry fee” defines only a portion of the sum of
consideration provided by a player in exchange for one or more entries. For
example, in some embodiments a player provides an entry amount, including an
entry fee and an additional component, this additional component being, in some
cases, attributable to an operator service charge. In some embodiments, although an
entry fee is fully refundable, it is only the entry fee component of an entry amount
that is fully refundable, with the additional component being non-refundable. It
should also be appreciated that the “entry fee” need not be monetary in nature at all,

but could constitute any tradable commodity having a real, virtual, deemed or

perceived value.



Lotteries and lottery type games. In the context of the Australian market,
particular examples include "Lotto", "Oz Lotto", "Powerball", "Art Union
Lotteries”, and the like. In the context of the US market, particular examples
include "Hot Lotto" "Mega Millions", "Powerball", "Paycheck”, and "Tri- State"
Traditional draw lotteries, instant lottefis and “scratch” lotteries. Raffles, or
other games where a player is provided with one or more unique tickets
carrying reS5EOsee okt s nifiehdahly ot o P LTS Shrvlddentified
based:aibtiie sitectiernaitexel Rrano vehwrinizi) goticketiptleatifiktsd Pieid"”,
"Bingorand HRYSie TomRaRTAnd "unese Rallle. sivls. gamesels
players seek to reconcile their own humbers with numbers drawn from an
indepddusit bbjubipvetediiese dSporisetvngthetiitess anechdbib ik pebls,
wheiligl Ratiamumehek xeghodds |kases FvapishiRsegbetHag-activities
involving such outcomes as political contests, Royal or noteworthy births,
W&EWF@%BE@?%WW&@%PBMMH fuHeniaithsS haapaiares for
anyhevehistsecivasdonise, dogrofranyietheisiaite of sagiagf tspprtsrgtcontests,
po&itivcealtlcocr)lntests and the like. - 19 - 0 PC-based and other electronic gaming
conl}esr%s, Including online chance- based, skill-based or combination
chance/skifl dsedbargantindeoontesimEhens “okdeachving vivedldames,
Wh&{ﬁ‘sﬁ’ﬁ’é&%%@&l@ég e @%ﬁic@%@%@ﬁ{% t%ﬂr@pipé@ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁgs, @Qmﬁ{kq dn waSDEnEaSes
in part dependent on random factors ‘including chance. Other games or
coMtelsding it AdbFkiswiedge and/or chance. Chance-based games
plag//ed Orfll&fﬂ?&fs aﬂlai 1othey SIRCHORIS. gagu'@ gomaahings. Avyaygamasef skill
and/or chance jnvolving one or.mgre un outcomes, whether. .

i TS R B L 1 i b Al B AT ke
examples,aturitigleaptatherskprdvite cespectitbedrifrnieles, padidn axshomniys
for the enfiy feesuthe Alayersiae VRRRSCHVa W RIOYidedithope Qimere

entries.

State”.
° Traditional draw lotteries, instant lotteries and “scratch” lotteries.
o Raftles, or other games where a player is provided with one or more unique

tickets carrying respective ticket identifiers, and one or more winners are

identified based on the selection of one or more winning ticket identifiers.
o “Keno”, “Bingo” and “Housie”, “Tombola” and “Chinese Raffle” style

games where players seek to reconcile their own numbers with numbers

drawn from an independent objective source.

o Sports betting activities and football pools, whether pari-mutuel or “fixed-
odds” based.
o Events-based betting activities involving such outcomes as political contests,

Royal or noteworthy births, weather outcomes and natural phenomena.
o Totalisators.
o Sweepstakes for any events such as horse, dog or any other form of racing,

sporting contests, political contests and the like.



The term "pari-mutuel” refers generally to a gaming arrangement whereby
prizes are funded in whole or in part by entry fees. This term is intended to be
synonymous with "paramutual”, "para-mutual”, "parimutuel” "mutual betting"
and other variants. A "method for providing a gaming activity" includes
substantially any method by which a §&ming activity is provided. This
includes, but is not limited to, methods performable by administrators of
gating actas I mbasiserIin sy R FacHrbM9aL R Gahtiig
activities baedhads-pado onadin iyt playrisce cRINPdted inplameniedsnetheds
performapig i eiftion o, he administration,of aming agiylies andior sale
S M S IKEWRSE, ap'sysatemnfor

of entries 11 SUC gaming activities, and S0 on.
providingréegrarniskgllaetidity Sontlgdes substalatietjeainn haddwdrstoomponent
or group pf-hagAwarg.components associated with the performance of a
method for providing a gaming activity. For example, such systems include

inf@rmatiGHhsy seavas theprtastied Brihplérhkreadeasesm e dRase of

adginistrafRrs Qb SIS AP ADVENLR S OL BRENES 1 I RIRGh B GRS OF
the players themselves. As used herein, the term "gaming operator"

de&cribed BpHHFbPGHEU Y op SRR iBLpbIRINRSTBT THECCHIFRYE QiEFomes,
administratiem@iparpaning actistd-ddist issed.gaming operator is responsible
for tasks jncluding, but not limited to defining entry 20- arameters and
other pre St TERS AR BAh A e G A PP gy
salepntties intexchangk forehuyefes the caiviigeerhy fegsrfromrpipgars:ly
allocatingusntiesdRiane'siRL*change for those entry fees, identifying one

or more winning entries, and arranging for the distribution of prizes among
the playefdeIR Br RAGEEUNES e sk 8 RFEEMEN PRI R RERBgE FRITTBETeBY
Pagiess berfexemmey iU 5t isgegeyeaipady. (Shishas KeRdam Ofagents)
ma%, be re%%on5|glg for offerigg‘fog sale erll,tr@S in exclr][anl%% t&o[ger{tlrly feﬁl and

nonymous Wft sp?ramuuia ga a-rqu ua arumutuye t
receiving entry fees from players, whilst'a” second party may be responsible
forathentifyimgsone or more winning entries. However, this is ignored for the

present pUMRRSES AN IHEIRIT HAMIPE.ARRjAari 30w be iaad sy fficiently

broadly so as to cover whatever group of related and/or unrelatéd parties are
redpeebi Tohithe garriageacarntvaanimittedtidiisnine drtickitars Befrmtied to,

actiydtiods performable by administrators of gaming activities, methods performable

by vendors of entries in gaming activities, methods performable by players,
computer implemented methods performable in relation to the administration of
gaming activities and/or sale of entries in such gaming activities, and so on.
Likewise, a “system for providing a gaming activity” includes substantially any
hardware component or group of hardware components associated with the
performance of a method for providing a gaming activity. For example, such
systems include information systems maintained or implemented by or on behalf of
administrators of gaming activities, vendors of entries in gaming activities, or the
players themselves.

As used herein, the term “gaming operator” describes a party or group of
parties responsible for the carriage and administration of a gaming activity. That is,

a gaming operator is responsible for tasks including, but not limited to defining entry



Thus, in some cases, a gaming activity may be provided by a plurality of
parties, which might or might not be related or affiliated. Additionally, in some
cases, a gaming activity may include a plurality of sub-activities, such as
individual lotteries, that might in themselves be provided by differing parties.
However, it should be appreciated thdfa plurality of such sub-activities,
regardless of the nature of the relationship between providing parties, should
be RASHBRIF T Se B RIGHS g ahifg S AP IH AR BT BRiHe s Nt
diseftsinefdnsseraaraase sx shphigeafitycafristdesaciivities aray heconshdisdriy
differing pattiesdn differentlocations andjor. with differing franding,. owsyer
some or af of the enltry fees from these sub- actl\yitles’mlglht be notiona y or
physivaily auresined mmeiubiomntivrdpadiufon elemipienefadhialeyers. In
InveaMaNthEekMANRIEMEH-AbRas USRS B&&i&?tﬁﬂﬁ%;%ar{{bl%%@irst
cases, the sub-activities should certainty be collectively regarded as a single
gafRifEPEEAURY T tHEEBhEI{ I e rEskmeY i‘%%fS%iﬂ%?ﬂﬁ‘?gRrP}fé‘fF% fG. 1
ilusttatagiasiethaddLRAdoenroviding drgaining attiviges Ifidiiplagamingilst a
activit lurality of players provide respective entry fees. Method 100
inclid TR ) 5 R SRR ol & B R s, i
prdfivevayefinkis ia jgropottiontlsf prsenitppfeesdhanibthefigndaiskanors wrelatesis of
pr%ﬂ@&‘ﬁ{_'ﬁﬂr}@&i £§§H&]E’nﬁ§it§{$§cﬁ’sﬁQo%m%m@%@%%%ﬁ%ﬂ@%%@mry
fee that is placed at risk. - 21 - Step 102 includes receiving, for each player,

datAiHAlEARIEIBT e eRays RIS fprdtqadinge dist PRy Sl A aPprii”
seleaigthhytthiag player. Step 103 includes allocating to each player, on the

basis of the entry fee provided by that player and the.ri rofile selected by
i L e AR Sl e e
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the proportion of an entry fee that is placed at risk, and the "complementary"
propiéitish hALiEHR NGRSV LG REOVISRSHDY HIfRINB BAtHKY, HeYGivem!t
propoeiitidbeispifésiihanhine glomipe T ntaryuprapetien rseuiieheol H¥%matukdo.

't.S'}Oﬂédr%"%%nbs‘ﬁi”%%‘?Seté‘natr%% Sednereir o‘d[:cl 3.8 e%‘é%"t clearly
dictates Sherwies, any Teference 10 a proportion™ 13 intended 10 encompass
thegsinirationy Wherddlsanigropbiopréscd9glioglosure. In some cases, a plurality of

sub-activities may be conducted by differing parties in different locations and/or
with differing branding. However some or all of the entry fees from these sub-
activities might be notionally or physically combined into a common pool, for
example to facilitate investment, risk management or infrastructure sharing
activities. In such cases, the sub-activities should certainty be collectively regarded

as a single gaming activity in the context of the present disclosure.

Risk Profiles

FIG. 1 illustrates a method 100 for providing a gaming activity. In this
gaming activity, a plurality of players provide respective entry fees. Method 100
includes, at step 101, defining a plurality of risk profiles, wherein each risk profile
defines a proportion of an entry fee that is refundable on the basis of predetermined

refund criteria and a complementary proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk.



100%, as well as any intermediate percentage. As noted, step 101 includes
defining a plurality of risk profiles. The nature and number of risk profiles
defined varies between embodiments. There are three main categories of
risk profile: "No-risk" risk profiles. These are risk profiles for which 100% of
the entry fee is refundable. "Full-risk"Zlsk profiles. These are risk profiles for
which 100% of the entry fee is placed at risk. "Hybrid" risk profiles. These
are 178K BrdRFELIFS RN %" S the By Tud e e PAINE SR ¥ of the
enpio fededsop lace dlateriakd whiskeirvXetsdeetddBy aiadpldyereidd €0X mclts|t
will be reciated that, at least theoretical n infinite, number, of hybrid
L A TR A R
aréhneslerav@ltatslectest s thobpieen @mboaienesiyidnipaeticomio Sisngaming
empgdifents make use of a no-risk profile and full-risk profile exclusively,
some embodiments make use of a no-risk profile, full-risk profile and one or
more hybHf R pFOMBLRBIRE e R BB ke LS b ISR [5TBHIE
angdeanatagsnor endytigidiskepeafiies ceaipe cambopliopenisnd) pkenusy aie
full-risk profile.and one ar.mare hybrid risk prafiles, and . some embodiments
iR R S el
whil#t rigkfpndfitds (areidefinese) aloolvadeydatiieaty camtsoditranisXGetienally

Sp%ﬁ‘@_@ﬁyp‘i@ﬁ%ﬁ‘q;@f& ﬁ%Bd?i‘i%W ﬁ&ﬁ&%cﬂfé% whigh R%Q}{d‘ﬁsmmm&ﬁﬂ ally
exclusive. The first approach is for a gaming operator to stipulate one or

maREPRSERREE R FORIEE derdlhakaE B QLA AT RS HTATRIR. Tn one
sugkoporbiadimentarly thencoafisk'trangiiubdiskhpeafile prapetmade @vaitable,

Wh1|80i% %rslgvtg%sgé:h.embo iment hé/n rid-risk profiles are additionally or

alternatively made vlgltleafB}% ét,ef ?r%xa?ﬁﬁ'le, 20% increments (20% at-risk
with 80%Asefoladatite, 1909 dudisideliting 0uvefiiddiviek prodilse dile ®fure
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increments (ir1c|udin_qg consistent and inconsistent increments) are used in
otHBRIhERis8eEEs THESKBEIHE approach is for a gaming operator to allow

players tostipislate;disk-prafileshEerae ¥RRPISH RsIMENHNANB0 IS bTviHeehis,
stipulate ﬁ%ei%iﬁe%%g%\%mmh of his or her entry
o “Full-risk” risk profiles. These are risk profiles for which 100% of the entry
fee is placed at risk.
o “Hybrid” risk profiles. These are risk profiles for which X% of the entry fee

is refundable and Y% of the entry fee is placed at risk, wherein X +Y = 100

and wherein 0 < X < 100. It will be appreciated that, at least theoretically, an

infinite number of hybrid risk profiles are definable.

It will be appreciated that which of these categories are made available varies
between embodiments. In particular, some embodiments make use of a no-risk
profile and full-risk profile exclusively, some embodiments make use of a no-risk
profile, full-risk profile and one or more hybrid risk profiles, some embodiments
make use of a no-risk profile and one or more hybrid risk profiles, some
embodiments make use of full-risk profile and one or more hybrid risk profiles, and

some embodiments may only make use of one or more hybrid risk profiles.



fee is to be placed at risk, and/or how much of his or her entry fee is to be
refundable. Although "and/or" is used in this situation, it will be appreciated
that in most cases a player, by stipulating precisely how much of his or her
entry fee is to be placed at risk, inherently by exclusion stipulates how much
is to be refundable, and vice versa. tU#ider this second approach, it is
perhaps more intuitive to_ consider method 200 of FIG. 2, in which the order
of steps 10F BABNF0S UL USRS 6N 00 18 PENNSHhis regard, it
shenibbznante dibatdhysptapisgftheathadsy destrilygtoneieinvasdaeirdy no
performed in.aiparticiar seguense ar, 1n other, embodiments, performable
in a diferent s quence, prowdeé there 1s no ' Insurmountable practlc%i barrier
to snehrpeefomrrsktacditoRighltseantajenis/tofsemtioidedn i alissuds@dherein
are, ANGREDEFhUL. Ay SHUALRRWhELE S ality Rk THARLTAAEB)LISK
profiles are defined, in some embaodiments there is onlg a single risk profile.

In PAHREARORSSHE SRSGERTE M Rpigfs iereliydtie is
deﬁhadatﬁwy iﬁaﬁlwﬁﬂaelpwmaqeetmm) rﬁsﬁmeﬂtee(mytfﬁasmt_b%
basis, ohihe Same IYBrd Kk prafle, e termorehindas tsed nergin, i
intended to encompass a full or parﬁa réfund of the valUe component of an
entyafere wiseld evirbeegtoded s Whicingt svdteorinibunentoinslsdime other

for%nﬁ_&@ﬂ{‘ﬁﬁi%@bfnﬁ?&é‘ﬁf%@rgﬁeiﬁlﬁ%&gédr]d%%r'fﬁstlaﬁw&u*ﬂ{e 'yacéam_e
embodiments of the invention, a refund may take the form of a -23- limited

rol BRPEPASH S, 65 P SUPRGRBEFHOM DIV BlEEdasHP YA RS BEtRed 8F the
samarpldjfferient pipasranitvitiniiesirlavereitl iosvaminteiinotake entry

number of, Subsequent gar 'Q%%SJ‘V‘&‘C%%?M?%@%W%” ifferent type, or the
malntenancepo a |m|§edaro lover en ry or an uniimi eCPII’OﬁOVGI’ entry from a

prevfgu@glammgla@givitgndmﬁéisemﬂi@ dhsosintetided t@@h;@mp@iquﬁél@ipﬂon
of geefunds 'Qﬁ%@@%%&fﬁﬁ%nﬁ’?&@&ﬁ%%%ﬁ% OPliRR IR XBINSed gt any

particular point in time, or at all. In some embodiments a player is able to
ex8F&e tHatSskot s ey axstusipstapiialRy homy pehdsiofnecieedabls, the
termdrafendrsis UieRdedsteamaappasshihe CaRtaRt nafraipfamisesijorizider

Whr%%'%ﬁédafg(’i‘” f’&&%‘f tve o ho{hie” 5 e?inPQeﬁS’s’ et “&‘ﬂo aped o, the value
component of the entry it S S Sors possible that & refund in the
contextavispattidlifar lgamihy eetvitiesimalyd exoetsd the fulf vahseotowthokent of
they SORRIRRAGING S&Hﬁlperformed in a particular sequence are, in other

embodiments, performable in a different sequence, provided there is no

insurmountable practical barrier to such performance.

Although the majority of embodiments discussed herein are concerned with a
situation where a plurality (that is, two or more) risk profiles are defined, in some
embodiments there is only a single risk profile. In particular, in some embodiments
only a single hybrid risk profile is defined. That is, all of the players place their
respective entry fees on the basis of the same hybrid risk profile.

The term “refund” as used herein is intended to encompass a full or partial
refund of the value component of an entry fee, whether in the form in which it was

contributed or in some other form. Refunds may therefore be in cash or in kind. In

particular, in some embodiments of the invention, a refund may take the form of a



Carriage of Gaming Activity FIG. 3 illustrates a method 300, which provides
some additional context to steps 101 to 103. In particular, FIG. 3 illustrates
additional steps 301 to 304, which generally relate to the manner in which a
gaming activity is completed. The outcome of the gaming activity is
determined at step 301. Step 301 is -Bdunded by a dashed line to indicate
that it is, at least in some cases, an independent event, and not necessarily
paft B EHBUCBBYNESF BRBFbIE Ade s MBS R R GltHEH R S
gaming actiffityeis getemmingthiydhelcom phetyoioraina iipaiingae \waniter tie
ke, Rep 30z neludes identibind. ene or mpre ynning entries, tn. the gentext
of som garﬁlng fctlvmes, there is only a smg?e \Xﬁnhlng entry, whereas in
otHenitgdrihyy eictivities ahevdinnécdralipler witiifigre Atpies1dvs GoanniReelitHe -

gamRg AP A8 ety I%%ﬁ%di’ﬁﬁ&’s%ﬁﬁ@ SesefRndRiariRiGePasgd on
the outcome of the gaming activity, which entries are "winning entries"

(erthEeYsh YelidBrARAICH cXeliincd obARAPBSE AR HidH Eneriatdde In
"NGomd BRibg @i 3 plantriesiblerespecdisofivehiptioa ola\tdfuayentudppliasilyIn
one simple .exampl e gaming activity,, involves wagering on the outcome
of S5 A LR R R, R R e e
givedre enenyissqataicechdathise dsasislistzawaderahmt afiddionAo, witk bad/agndows.

If the QuiromBe bR SPREING-SHSOE reveak hat- TR A WAS rfindiragd

victorious, that entry would be identified as a winnincl;; entry. Otherwise, it
wotflB'Be fdeRtirat e A HeiMRRT ahisRAUMF belaphrecsamaorgraet the
idegdiifyspendifigringyentries is a more detailed procedure in, for example,
complex lottery style games. Step 303 includes distributing a prize pool of
prizes to Priyiaas ©f GaviotAetivinning entries were allocated. That is, a prize

pool is usae; 19 fHNG-ABEAhIHNE3 B IZARRPD INRIS RRZERIAEANBHESY {p the

winning players (or player, in the event that there is only one prize, or in the
evelPIH dRd Prafepiifisalan pizebiliastriss additinmal st 4 corfanedidhith a
predatingd Riize wWigisiblation proibicala Tharesisdioitiagdiapent that, at the

completion of lep 303, the relevant plaxers have physically, received prizes.
Rather, in some em oatlmén%, %tep 05" icitides snmpiy}?na ing it possible
forbwimdinigbplaylesisetbliobtaiimgikzes!sy itesl et frisig tivemersissamiadependent

event, and not necessarily part of method 300. For example in some embodiments,

the outcome of a gaming activity is determined by the completion of a sporting

event or the like.

Step 302 includes identifying one or more winning entries. In the context of
some gaming activities, there is only a single winning entry, whereas in other
gaming activities there are multiple winning entries. In overview, the gaming
operator has in place predefined criteria for determining, based on the outcome of
the gaming activity, which entries are “winning entries” (entries in respect of which
a win-event applies) and which entries are “non-winning entries” (entries in respect
of which a no-win event applies). In one simple example, the gaming activity
involves wagering on the outcome of a sporting event between two teams, Team A
and Team B. Assume a given entry is placed on the basis of a wager that Team A

will be victorious. If the outcome of the sporting event reveals that Team A was



designated manner. In some practical cases, winning entries are never
redeemed, and the corresponding prizes never physically awarded (see
discussion of unclaimed and abandoned prizes below). The prize pool, and
prizes distributed from that prize pool, need not be monetary in nature. For
example, in some embodiments the p#Ze pool includes goods and/or
services for distribution as prizes, Examples include, but are not limjted to,

aulBATBH Lo s B &P It L LTI kA8 AiS I BYHUNE, RRINYSEdS,
livestiokkh¢ eddrpitagierty,, professinnanssrvices] éduppitonse tiaadehogpigality

services, discount coupons, en ries ir& othergaminrg ?ctivitief and.so on, Step
winning entries is a more, detal rPJo% ure 1n, Hor € II|) c, c];omg eX (1 tery style
304 includes refunding the retundable portions ot entry fees to players~who

selgatsel risk profiles defining non-zero refundable proportions. For example,
assume &RIAYES PLOVIdeS aRRItrY feRianihg basisQia sisk-Rrefilenvihereby
50% of thatlintry fee is rel-fundab%e.. ?ﬁltﬁﬁbﬁ case, step 3 4§§i},ﬁcludes refunding
to tiarpayariesoys s eHr B het by F8E 2SR S LSRR HERSTE no
requiresnant dhat, @mizéhercampliidan 0t stemid@plihay alepantplaydesehave
physically received refunds. Rather, in some embodiments, step 304. .
s chxie st TR RS P
plasferisdeabtaincrsfanesviothrepedphing thiede distribution arolesidnadiwderiyaner.

In m%ﬁ{&ﬂﬁﬁ[ %@%o%ﬁ@@énm%éﬂ)e}@[ 91% F@l@@ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ%eﬁ%&@ Physically
corresponding refunds therefore never physically provided. - 25 - In most

enBEANTEAE de KA dh EPEIn SR HEstmetr PP Prdye simplyanakingflinds
forphwistf dachabieif ppoEioascdidingiriantby ieesragattiesmaeisvheiher one

or more winning and/or one or more non-wininlggengries were allo(ciated in
signateq marnner. nSOl’I%CéDI'{lCU?al CaSﬁF winni .entries are never reacemed,
excha e relevant entry fees. However; in some embodiments, an

entnydfthe entribotablag wyizewisringicketlis avordefu(seredis Ressomrii grichbiess!
RefRIRdR FlEPpd3fime embodiments step 304 includes, for each player,
selectively defining the refundable portion of the entry fee as at least part of a
subseque’xﬁ‘f’éﬁﬁ?/ realiANbRitSH 465 H RIS EQIERR TRy Ao "ERF in the
eveindhay thisaaceusrataalingriiecine ahbeashanetiayr poel aicase

enties.n teleion o, e subsequent gaming.activly. i xchange for e

suBSequeEnt entry fed. T the context df FIG. 4, Step 304 mciudes sulS-steps

401irratetDi, Subrsteites, consumer electronic devices, fashion products, retail goods,
livestock, real property, professional services, education services, hospitality
services, discount coupons, entries in other gaming activities and so on.

Step 304 includes refunding the refundable portions of entry fees to players
who selected risk profiles defining non-zero refundable proportions. For example,
assume a player provides an entry fee on the basis of a risk profile whereby 50% of
that entry fee is refundable. In that case, step 304 includes refunding to that player
50% of his or her entry fee. Similarly to step 303, there is no requirement that, at
the completion of step 304, the relevant players have physically received refunds.
Rather, in some embodiments, step 304 includes simply creating an entitlement or
making it possible for winning players to obtain refunds by redeeming their entries

in a designated manner. In some practical cases, entries may never be redeemed,

and the corresponding refunds therefore never physically provided.



401 includes determining whether a player has selected a recurring entry
option. To this end, for a gaming activity wherein the scenario of FIG 4
applies, a player is provided with the opportunity to select a recurring entry
option either at the time of providing an entry fee, or at a subsequent time. In
some embodiments a player is deemédto have selected the recurring entry
option in the event that predefined criteria are met. For example, in various
embodimERetheBBY BEBHSE BRI SHEIL G2 R RRb D AR BYSHENS to
seletialnfn-teadftingeniyopandiarsfafltker tentre dee meiviilis afsgedikedne
timeframe., an. ety NPk of whih a refundable proporion efihe entry
fee'is avai%lg?e r'collection. In the event that a p?ayer fas not selected the
redurribgrelavanoptionfetie Haetved renire ssew donstels. 40 2niwhieharichugdble
refunding ie shakplayesithe.{gfyndable portion of his/her entry fees (for
example by making it available for collection at a predetermined time upon
redempti®ecofiting Ezlgicant entry or entries). In some embodiments, if this
redempti nfoes not.pccur. within a cified timeframe, the metho
s Lot et et Gt eliat RN TR
detslenively trdinine ihiagadnnieidesedeicre dfghecuirineeentriylegstipar! tHe method
Pr%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@rﬁ‘?I@eé%&ﬁﬁﬁ?t%sdﬁ!&%ﬂiﬂpé%&ﬁ%o&fﬁ@@%ﬂ@%%%éﬁﬁ is

defined as a subsequent entry fee in relation to a subsequent gaming
actAtyNIhOSEwTe BIRTOHRIRHS IR 11T BIRHTE MR RBFRI96SS PoitidiPBithe
enthy feestg clafinanhiag acsubpaquenheriiyier. dobythesmengyitsome

embodi s it define art of a subsequent entr . Hawever, for the
ke, of 18 e e s P ol B Bt i
simflyingbfilte detgstheingivbedaenp brtmbhfesciFried 2 acatema oaroaetion.nisre

enifigeAieroriQealae IREDRRIAVRG IR ERANIS JPE 1B %#ﬁ?&g&'ﬁ%@ﬂ@y fee,

these entries relating to a subsequent gaming activity. The nature of the

suBERGTRhY Rt BRI VATES P et E RS BEY PREARS e AEhg MR ofn
SOMBVGAIHE Suit éﬁt@l’)ﬁ&b’r umelai@qqalthargami @@m'miycﬁaiewi@ ia:matm imit_iall
b e o s R S
activityricard . Siysequeht. gavaingyactibitdiiseatrabersencts i orieria
empOdi AR sKREN IR baRRRL PG AAMINOAG YR avRichdhe
OUtr(e:ger:Te]r?l,I%vithin a specified timeframe, an entry in respect of which a refundable
proportion of the entry fee is available for collection.
In the event that a player has not selected the recurring entry option, the
method progresses to step 402, which includes refunding to that player the
refundable portion of his/her entry fees (for example by making it available for
collection at a predetermined time upon redemption of the relevant entry or entries).
In some embodiments, if this redemption does not occur within a specified
timeframe, the method progresses to step 403.
In the illustrated embodiment, if at step 401 it is determined that the player
has selected a recurring entry option, the method progresses to step 402 where the

refundable proportion of the entry fee is defined as a subsequent entry fee in relation

to a subsequent gaming activity. In some embodiments, only part of the refundable



determined at step 301. Thus, in some embodiments, an entry fee may be
allocated to an initial gaming activity and thereafter rolled over into each and
every subsequent recurrence of the same gaming activity, so as to create an
indefinite or "perpetual” entry that is refundable at any time, or at
predetermined points in time. An exampre ‘of how this occurs is provided by
method 500 of FIG. 5, where step 304 is followed by step 301 to define a
lodMSiHE Pt FrER S tiiE R et iBr R Bs T ¥t b1 RSBt a
difteneoditecutsra dearet threyreat oing ganjng t actiyityds ldeiersintedthe wilcbe
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It will be appreciated that common practical examples of recurring gaming
activities include lotteries with periodic draws.

In some embodiments along the lines of FIG. 5, the subsequent entry fee is
deemed to have been received on the basis of the same risk profile as the initial entry
fee. However, this is not necessarily the case, and in some embodiments the risk
profile for subsequent entry fees is a default risk profile or a risk profile nominated
by the player or determined in accordance with another predefined protocol.

In the event that the subsequent entry fee is deemed to have been received on
the basis of the same risk profile as the initial entry fee, some significant results are
encountered. In the event that a no-risk profile is selected in respect of the initial

entry, and the recurring entry option selected, a perpetually recurring entry is



gaming activity). In some embodiments, a user is permitted at any time to
change whether or not the recurring entry option is selected. Essentially, this
means that a user is permitted to obtain a refund corresponding to his/her
remaining refundable entry fees at any time. For example, at or before the
completion of the next gaming activit¢./Fypically, a player who obtains a
refund prior to the completion of a given gaming activity forfeits any entries in
thaeff&aﬁ%ﬂé BV (OFicR BN SUDIBHISARBIT RETOF S HAHBEASE 058 303
incadesedisiribyfing eniprize: poplagenangstitiose alflayesstodeheimewieming
entries, were dllpgated, 20me embogiments.particularly. where the gaming
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make a contribetiobediagnize pesolivpethettsdsisany thae enthpfee Whhikeisor
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Th!asct?\ggfy tley%ggl?l’, !clnpﬁg}?ep &%%e(%tains a refund prior to the completion of a given

gaming activity forfeits any entries in that gaming activity.

Prize Pool Supplementation

As foreshadowed, step 303 includes distributing a prize pool amongst those
players to whom winning entries were allocated. In some embodiments, particularly
where the gaming activity includes pari-mutuel aspects, this prize pool is funded at
least in part by a portion of the entry fees.

The term “pool” is also intended to be given the broadest possible
interpretation, covering the physical pooling of bets, entry fees or other value
components into a single deposit account or other investment product, as well as the
virtual pooling of such components across multiple accounts or multiple investment
products, whether those components are deposited simultaneously or at different
times, and whether those components are invested over the same or different

timeframes.



embodiment, includes three portions: A prize portion. This prize portion is
defined by at least a proportion of the at-risk proportions of entry fees
received at step 102. A refundable portion. The refundable proportions of
entry fees received at step 102 define this refundable portion. A deductible
portion. This portion is essentially defitfed by any remaining proportion of the
entry fees that is not attributable to the prize portion or the refundable
portion. 11 SR &I e Rt BEMiNG SPErEISr ddrRRs BrORS oM e
degtwstitite pfaporiizk pho e mayesrdio dimeaatsngover mment dakesn ddties,
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o A deductible portion. This portion is essentially defined by any remaining
proportion of the entry fees that is not attributable to the prize portion or the
refundable portion. In some embodiments the gaming operator derives profit
from the deductible proportion. In some embodiments, government taxes,
duties, levies or charges are included in the deductible portion. In some
embodiments the deductible portion is zero.

Step 602 includes receiving supplementary income. This supplementary
income includes a prize portion and a non-prize portion, with the latter being zero in
some embodiments.

Step 604 includes combining the prize portion of supplementary income with
the prize portion of the entry fee pool to form the prize pool from which prizes are to
be distributed. In some embodiments, by such an approach and as described in more

detail below, it is possible to provide a prize pool that is greater in value than the



collected from players are subjected to an investment procedure for a period
of time, and the supplementary income includes some or all of the
investment return derived from that investment procedure, or a an amount
having a value corresponding to some or all of the investment return derived
from that investment procedure (optiofaly provided by an operator in
anticipation of receiving the investment return). Operator Contributions. In
sofEEhBEAMTEAES tHEY dinihG SoPRra R eI HERERR QP pPEVitES SBHE or
all ainthe supplementanolkcamesfeatry ifscaewn source of funds. For example,
in some gases the rator offers the. incentive of an enhanced prize pool to
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party contribution. In some such embodiments, a third party makes a
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anticipation of receiving the investment return).

o Operator Contributions. In some embodiments, the gaming operator itself
beneficially provides some or all of the supplementary income from its own
source of funds. For example, in some cases the operator offers the
incentive of an enhanced prize pool to induce a higher level of player
participation than might otherwise be the case.

o Third Party Contributions. In some embodiments, a third party makes a
contribution, and the supplementary income includes some or all of this third
party contribution. In some such embodiments, a third party makes a
contribution in consideration for being granted a marketing opportunity. For
example, a third party enters into an arrangement with a gaming operator
whereby a predetermined level of contribution is made in exchange for either

the provision of marketing information on behalf of the third party to one or



more than it takes in". This is discussed further below. Prize Pool
Supplementation by Investment of Entry Fees As foreshadowed, in some
embodiments the supplementary income is practically or notionally funded
by subjecting some or all of the entry fees collected from players to an
investment procedure for a period of tife, ‘the supplementary income
including some or all of the investment return derived from that investment
procedurB'YF Sh BRIt tYrBLHBRGIN oIS VAILE BredbifEraraingetnaion
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procedure or an amount corresponding to the value of some or all of that investment

return. This is illustrated in method 700 of FIG. 7. In particular, step 701 includes
investing a proportion of the entry fee pool (a non-zero proportion, in this instance).
Step 703 includes receiving a gross investment return, including a prize portion
(referred to herein as the net investment return) and a non-prize portion. Step 703
includes combining an amount having a value corresponding to the net investment
return with the prize portion of the entry fee pool to provide a prize pool for
distribution to the winning players. In some cases this amount having a
corresponding value to the net investment return is the investment return itself,
whereas in other cases it is a third party or operator contribution made in

anticipation of, or as a substitute for, the net investment return.



gaming activity, that are essentially non-discretionary in so far as the gaming
operators or players are concerned. The terms "invest", "investing”,
"investment” and the like as used herein are intended to be afforded a broad
interpretation covering the utilisation or disposition of funds or valuable
assets in a general sense. Examples ihctude but are not limited to,
investment in any financial or real asset or property of any type, whether
securitise SSHBROSERINSOAUE HENGMiRRtET T SHYPELPREISy S 703
codhleinadian i ousenciase wiethiep Hsted d0Rathidlpkei srbelinighexphiamds or
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some other party. Mortgages, debt instruments_ or securities of any type..
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any other kind including intellectual property.
operators or players are concerned.

The terms “invest”, “investing”, “investment” and the like as used herein are
intended to be afforded a broad interpretation covering the utilisation or disposition
of funds or valuable assets in a general sense. Examples include but are not limited
to, investment in any financial or real asset or property of any type, whether
securitised or otherwise, with value denominated in any currency or combination of
currencies, whether listed on a public trading exchange or unlisted on any such
exchange, including the following, as well as warrants, options, derivatives, deferred
purchase contracts, instalment receipts and the like over any of the following:

o Deposits with third parties whether interest-bearing or otherwise and whether
held with a financial institution or some other party.

o Mortgages, debt instruments or securities of any type.

o Any form of American Depository Receipts or similar instruments or asset
classes as may be available from time to time in any jurisdiction.

o Promissory notes, bills of exchange, convertible notes, loan notes or any

other form of debt or debt instrument.



Any contract, arrangement or instrument of any type which confers a benefit
of value in relation to an item or items of value. Futures contracts and the
like in relation to any thing, item or matter. Currencies. Precious metals.
Works of art and any other valuables such as stamps, coins or jewels; and
Any other form of investment offering & teast the potential for return on
capital over a period of time, whether or not the capital is guaranteed, and
whtther SrRYTEY SRR AR BaPfital is guaranteed. Offshore investment. Trade
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"investmcla&t'e'iatg%hﬁlglfﬁeeas used herein, should be construed as including,
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"investment return” need not be cash-based or even financial in nature,
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experience and enjoyment of the primary gaming activity itself. T
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'S erma%’u?{ﬂgs contracts and the like in relation to any thing, item or matter.

. Currencies.

o Precious metals.

o Works of art and any other valuables such as stamps, coins or jewels; and
o Any other form of investment offering at least the potential for return on

capital over a period of time, whether or not the capital is guaranteed, and

whether or not a return on capital is guaranteed.

o Offshore investment.
o Trade in bullion or the like.
o Alternatives forms of disposition of valuable assets, for example buy-back

contracts and other instruments used in certain jurisdictions in light of Sharia

law, or in accord with any other religious or other customs or beliefs.
Additionally, the terms “invest”, “investing”, “investment” and the like, as used
herein, should be construed as including, but not limited to, the use of one or more

money management techniques to increase an available amount of funds and



any associated gaming activity is of secondary significance. FIG. 8A
schematically illustrates an exemplary gaming administration system 801
according to one embodiment where the prize pool is supplemented by
investment income. Players 801 provide respective entry fees to the system
801. These entry fees are combined ihto an entry fee pool 802. This entry
fee pool includes non-investment capital 804 and investment capital 805,
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income is that, at least in some embodiments, a gaming operator is
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Receivind Shify RESEMBIR Y Eates Gin BIRTAR AHeZAMIAR ARG A ntry fee
poeystéxefning @idiizetp oriambbdnecaniviicie ehp el Aopad ditiapplentpkd &y ool.

L T T
theTheel sntiafinisgitheoathingdantpaokifar Exaen80By Way efindespor some
includes non-investment capital 804 and investment capital 805, although in some
embodiments the former has a zero value. Investment capital 805 is provided to an

investment vehicle 806, optionally by way of electronic funds transfer. In some
embodiments the entry fees, or parts thereof, are transferred substantially directly to
this vehicle. Non-investment capital 804 is added to a prize pool 807.

At the end of a predetermined investment period, investment capital 805 is
added to prize pool 807. A gross investment return 808 is received, and from this an
administrator commission 814 is deducted, along with other deductions 815 (such as
taxes, levies, duties, investment costs, and so on), thereby to define a net investment

return 809. Net investment return 809 is added to prize pool 807, that prize pool

being at an appropriate time distributed among the players.



or all of the entry fee pool). In some cases this supplementary income is
derived by virtue of the operator having an interaction with the players (for
example where the supplementary income is derived from providing
marketing information such as a corporate name or logo imprinted on a ticket
to the players, or acquiring personal iffbrmation of marketing value such as
contact details or purchasing preferences from th Iayers%. Defining net
supplemelEiM g 8RBz RAOST ﬁr%ﬁ@{é\@ﬁmﬁ’&ﬁﬁ?«ﬁ}&%ﬁa fos™o0
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expectations. On'the other hand, Some embodiments of the present
invention(srabidm g BisroehesiEe aresiistEmegsk in the longer term, these
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Unclaimed/Abandoned Prizes hi some embodiments, unclaimed prizes are
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players have physically received prizes and/or refunds. Rather, in'some
example where the supplementary income is derived from providing

marketing information such as a corporate name or logo imprinted on a ticket
to the players, or acquiring personal information of marketing value such as
contact details or purchasing preferences from the players).

o Defining net supplementary income. This is, in some embodiments, the
gross supplementary income less any predefined deductions, such as taxes,
duties, levies, operator deductions, commissions, investment costs, and so
on.

o Combining the prize portion of the entry fee pool with the net supplementary
income to form the prize pool, wherein the prize pool has a value greater
than the sum of the entry fees.

o Distributing the prize pool among winning players based on a distribution

protocol.



embodiments, these steps include simply making it possible for winning
players to obtain prizes and/or refunds by redeeming their entries in a
designated manner. Inevitably, for at least some of the refunds and prizes,
there will be a delay between the steps 303/304 and the time at which funds
are actually obtained by players. Duritwythis delay, the funds are considered
to be "unclaimed prizes" }n,oting that these, at least in some cases, include
both prizeS SHPIETAGL) 'S SR 8T eA&Es! (g YL R FATEIE gpgator to
predelenmiaed dimnéb pesion, tid paecmeld tradbg et pio videcl pifize ¢l haging b
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for additigpakprs PRALSYRPIEMENtation. In some embodiments a proportion
of the abandoned prizes is also added to the prize pool for a subsequent
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obtain prizes and/or refunds by redeeming their entries in a designated manner.

Inevitably, for at least some of the refunds and prizes, there will be a delay
between the steps 303/304 and the time at which funds are actually obtained by
players. During this delay, the funds are considered to be “unclaimed prizes”
(noting that these, at least in some cases, include both prizes and refunds). In some
cases, upon the expiration of a predetermined time period, it is deemed that certain
unclaimed prizes will never be obtained by the relevant player or players, and these
are categorised as “abandoned prizes” (again, noting that these, at least in some
cases, may include both prizes and refunds).

In some embodiments, some or all of the unclaimed prizes are subjected to
an investment procedure to derive investment income. At least a portion of this
investment income is then added to a subsequent prize pool in relation to a
subsequent gaming activity, typically a recurrence of the gaming activity from

which the unclaimed prizes originated (although not necessarily the immediately



contribution amount is a proportion of the supplementary income attributable
to that entry. In some examples along the lines of FIG. 7 and FIG. 8A, the
supplementary contribution amount comprises the proportion of the prize
portion of investment return notionally or actually attributable to a given
entry. This will be more fully understodfl in light of examples considered
further below. The precise manner in which contribution is defined varies
befREA BSOS, 'ahH the 8esse 5 dhat SreB SRraRERE Y &R dRid not
neaadisarily ézdipoibdiiyylamnspedaific definition. The supplementary
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contribution amount is a proportion of the supplementary income attributable
to that entry. In some examples along the lines of FIG. 7 and FIG. 8A, the
supplementary contribution amount comprises the proportion of the prize
portion of investment return notionally or actually attributable to a given
entry. This will be more fully understood in light of examples considered
further below.

The precise manner in which contribution is defined varies between
embodiments, and the scope of the present disclosure should not necessarily be
limited by any specific definition. The supplementary contribution amount for a
given player in some embodiments includes components having values
corresponding to:

o An entry fee supplementary contribution amount. For example, an operator

designates that a predetermined proportion of each entry fee defines at least a

component of the supplementary contribution amount for that entry fee.



A net collection marketing amount. This is similar to the example considered
above, however is derived by collecting information from players, such as
personal information or opinion information. For example, in some cases a
player is able to increase his/her net collection marketing amount by
participating in a survey. Other net thid party contribution amounts. This is by
no means an exclusive list, and alternative embodiments make use of a
wider rang@SiHESENR HeRATEVIh SRS UpISEagibr TtHIE1RHR examples
of "grossimsataisppoctdinetfosdnieribiso Thgel@iFls  groasthanthd @t kg used
in a desc Qotive sense o tI : tIn particularl,. the terrH "c%{o(ﬁs" fers t(% an
amount détived by the gaming Sperator, and  the term "net” refers to an
amount thetcisladdid tostiharssyiplentantaryteon trild widms amegumyeshnsome
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applicable taxes, levieS or operator charges. In other cases there’is no direct
nexus b&RNEENYAR YRS4Btand net amounts. In some embodiments, a player
is able toohtamsansGsinenkenFiaswithord: praviding aphysicabedae,
and instead by participating in marketing activities so as to derive a
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marketing contribution amount. This allows the player to derive a
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participaﬂ) r%?%l lgnggir g)t %2%%%% ga%{\?} ﬁ%é(sﬁgg# %%t%%rﬁgg%%{ggﬁﬁ%gsﬁg%cated to
a given plesgyirg asther waiktin g thaeesdaniplesjpralsdntlyiebmsigseagnic
preferablysglaiechtadhe supplementary contribution amount for that player.
Allocation of Entries to Players The number of entries allocated to a given
player at ‘%t%‘ﬁ i@@qéﬂx?etg {iRgcnount. This is similar to the example

considered above, however is derived by collecting information from

players, such as personal information or opinion information. For example,

in some cases a player is able to increase his/her net collection marketing
amount by participating in a survey.
o Other net third party contribution amounts.

This is by no means an exclusive list, and alternative embodiments make use
of a wider range of possible amounts.

There is discussion in the above examples of “gross” amounts and “net”
amounts. The terms “gross” and “net” are used in a descriptive sense only. In
particular, the term “gross” refers to an amount derived by the gaming operator, and
the term “net” refers to an amount that is added to the supplementary contribution

amount. In some cases the net amount is the corresponding gross amount less any



embodiments. As a general notion, the risk profile selected by a player
impacts on that player's involvement in the gaming activity. It will be
appreciated that, by selecting a risk profile, a player is essentially able to
manage the risk taken, with risk inherently increasing in relation to a given
entry fee as a greater proportion of thaP entry fee is placed at risk. Several
categories of examples regarding how the selection of a risk profile affects

the FIAGRR'S PRASNBHRS Y ifP AR Y AAATRG SadMit) A @ SIhEasTaa HEIBWERIY fall
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more of the above categories. For example, in some cases, the risk profile
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plurality of unique risk profiles, and in doing so manage aspects of risk and
chSAREHIYARAEN, feE0R R Brofile defines a proportion of the entry fee

that is refkmgjc% Iloen%?éﬂﬁigsa%%,gygrrsedetermmed refund criteria and a

The number of entries allocated to a given player at step 103 varies between
embodiments. As a general notion, the risk profile selected by a player impacts on
that player’s involvement in the gaming activity. It will be appreciated that, by
selecting a risk profile, a player is essentially able to manage the risk taken, with risk
inherently increasing in relation to a given entry fee as a greater proportion of that
entry fee is placed at risk. Several categories of examples regarding how the
selection of a risk profile affects the player’s involvement in the gaming activity are
considered below, and fall into the following general categories:

. Risk and Chance. Under this category, the risk profile selected by a given
player affects the relative probability of that player winning a prize in
relation to the gaming activity in exchange for the entry fee provided. In
some cases, this relative probability is increased by allocating more entries,
and the risk profile selected by a given player affects the number of entries

allocated to that player in exchange for the entry fee provided.



complementary proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk. As noted
above, in some embodiments, the risk profiles include: A "no-risk" profile.
Under this profile, the entry fee is 100% refundable in the case of a no-win
event. That is, a player selecting the "no-risk" profile is essentially promised
a refund of his or her entry fee regardi%s of the outcome of the gaming
activity. A "full-risk" profile. Under this profile, 100% of the entry fee is placed
at Yisk, aRtikABISeYEr ity aty rsfu R iicprcesdeP bR B win
event. Oplayer e mdxjidmisk prefiles fadiarexditingé toevanttyfee is
refundable ntd Y% fth%ent y f§e iS plice t risk, with constraints X + Y =
100 and BEXCTHE S IR o Rl SR Chance”, the risk profile
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entry fee provided. In some cases, this relative probability is iricrease
allocating™sttbaagtriesthssatindenskpietie selected by a given player affects

the, numhesiaide AgteeRIRE t91R¢ Qnebehalb Abihat Rlayerinr-ehanas for
the entry fee provided. The term "relative probability” essentially describes

the probdBIfigPosart Oéﬁﬁ%FB’é‘?nbl ﬁfé‘?ﬁi‘ﬁ?é&sa@%r\‘/ﬁh?ﬁ?@eeﬁﬁf R OR
total numfieyohébériatadihautinoé diveydutdomeisngde timinied {that it, the
time of steI@ e%}l)ﬁiAsd#se herpin the. tq[ms "8hance" and "che}llnce "

. IR nea nu er of enfries1s allocage nd. orie Or Mmoye,c ar%er%{lecs
particularly distinguished from the concept of relative probability. The term

"chance"d§a Ryt witlebtsibe thah phigaainumitieheh idbe ey fhemowtdoe

prObabi]itT}féﬁéQia’?téé‘é}?é@%% M%mmgg%gﬂ&% qg@ﬁ%_@ﬁ;@[‘uﬁ&ﬁ%ﬂq&%ber of
competing chances. For example, if a first player is awarded a single chance

in geﬁgﬁ‘%where there are a total of 100 chances awarded, that player has a
1 in 100 gelati bility of winning on the basis of that chance. If a
second p a%%%xﬁl%%ﬁéme game is awarded 10 chances of these 100 total
chances,Ahdoskipée et sonieipnbOdengtiteeoprabpigiinyt ofvaitininglavardeyer
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complementary proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk. As noted above, in

some embodiments, the risk profiles include:

o A “no-risk” profile. Under this profile, the entry fee is 100% refundable in
the case of a no-win event. That is, a player selecting the “no-risk” profile is
essentially promised a refund of his or her entry fee regardless of the
outcome of the gaming activity.

o A “full-risk” profile. Under this profile, 100% of the entry fee is placed at
risk, and the player is not promised any refund in the case of a no-win event.

o One or more hybrid-risk profiles where X% of the entry fee is refundable and
Y% of the entry fee is placed at risk, with constraints X +Y = 100 and
0 <X <100.

In the context of “Risk and Chance”, the risk profile selected by a given

player affects the relative probability of that player winning a prize in relation to the



“"chances of winning" relates to the number of chances, and not necessarily
to the relative probability of winning. In overview, Risk and Chance
embodiments assume a situation where a player's chances of winning a
prize in relation to a particular gaming activity correspond to the number of
entries that player holds in relation to ffat gaming activity. By doubling the
number of entries, the number of chances correspondingly doubles. .
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“chances of winning” relates to the number of chances, and not necessarily to the
relative probability of winning.

In overview, Risk and Chance embodiments assume a situation where a
player’s chances of winning a prize in relation to a particular gaming activity
correspond to the number of entries that player holds in relation to that gaming
activity. By doubling the number of entries, the number of chances correspondingly
doubles. Increasing the chances awarded to a player can correspondingly increase
the probability of a player winning, however the relative probability of the player
winning will also depend on the total number of chances/entries in the game, and
may vary over time as the total number of chances/entries in the game
correspondingly varies.

In the context of the present disclosure, it is assumed that a single entry

equates to a single chance. This is for the sake of simplicity only, and it will be



contribution made by or on behalf of that player to the prize pool, B is an
adjustment factor, and k is a proportionality factor selected such that the
allocation of entries follows a predetermined risk/chance favouritism
protocol. In some cases, itis preferred that k> 1, and in some embodiments
1 < k < 100. However, in various emfddiments 0.01 < k < 100. One
approach for implementing Risk and Chance is to use "bonus entries". As a
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pafticalkacpidyeskiprefishamgenfplaysiayellogitadyaat itisecangdivenlef wiandiasd
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number of entries given to a particular player based on an entry fee tpiaye,.

UnPESROEIRIC By ER4 e Bl dntis 49 Berssss e anstoridstopap file.
number ahebthiesniddiiatiawpief ihasiantatd nilies@nctheibanplisyarntries
(Eptaye, = spiaye, + .bpia In some embadiments there are no standard
e B B S BT R
prapottidierfoxanpletiviamptayedimbeisd!® aumbet offthitids allverdebcegiven

indigaiye o R sk Rrafls arRasi ficalbh ri-faifull-risk and a = 1 for no-risk.
If a ="0.2, then 20% of the entry fee is refundable and 80% of the entry fee is
placed at-risk. It will be recognised t'fﬂ&t/e(l:-ké‘)ﬁ§the proportion that is placed
at risk. i ghd 13 Netrates At IR hasea QR FUPR IR A gpyibution

exchange for the entry fee provided by that player, A is a parameter related to the

contribution made by or on behalf of that player to the prize pool, B is an

adjustment factor, and K is a proportionality factor selected such that the allocation

of entries follows a predetermined risk/chance favouritism protocol. In some cases,

it is preferred that k> 1, and in some embodiments 1 <k <100. However, in

various embodiments 0.01 <k < 100.

One approach for implementing Risk and Chance is to use “bonus entries”.

As a general concept, a player who places a non-zero proportion of his or her entry

fee at risk receives more bonus entries than a player who adopts a no-risk profile

(and in doing so places none of his/her entry fee at risk), and therefore the former

player is rewarded with an increased number of entries, in the form of bonus entries.

Several examples of how bonus entries are assigned in various embodiments are

considered below. In these examples, the following parameters are used:



strategies in respect of the refundable portion of the entry fee and non-
refundable portion of the entry fee respectively. This is the "net" strategy in
the sense that it excludes supplementary contribution that is attributable to
operator charges, investment costs, taxes, levies, and the like. It only relates
to that portion of supplementary contribution that is designated for addition to
the prize pool. For simplicity in the present examples, it is assumed that
supplemé&rrary b iRfaNtERES fHé RIFHF YRR ERE fdHingssy of some
Howeverdtbildipeapparagiatedstiadhisoisiarcthe sake:oftihestaitonoenly, and
the present rembggémen;tls %Elea tb1 no mrgannslbin gznr}drﬁdito bei: Iimitﬁ% r‘gqhthe
situation W @rees’supﬁ’ emen ary Contribution 19 corenpsr|§'é"6r V\S’/h%slfy Sfeven
partly of mmvedtananntetimenky thevidesbntlexanyetes, it will be appreciated
thay li(a. fpiaye) PGS IS EL IBHE-ROVESIPSNL AR e & Indaple43-
0 portion SFfive entry fee, and likewise 12.{(l-a).tpiaye,) providés the net return
on investifehen the at-risk portion of the entry fee. To provide a simple
eX%mple,s}Jfam?tlil@\fﬁﬁBé%F sirAea HrRieyidesA b LpRBLEGPRH AR jpvestment
for funds invested over the course of the "game period”, then li = 0.01. It will
be appretiStBasBinthe context, that the "game period" is the period of time
betwveen kg searipitaf einibefeesnains theaisttbatianief pazasband diefiands
during which the entry fees are subjected fo inyestment. In some
it R A e S R ST
be appretiatedathainvaiveiscotiéos iRade pernd b thedsedautiors efidpprbpriate

investmegﬁtﬂgsd(égfggm_aggﬁygﬁmﬁpﬁ SUAIROIRS AL UIGRALL BleR9AMS ARRIALPT,

issues that fall generally beyon Tﬁe. scope of the present disclosure. In the
present GRUM<PANCRAYS HEERNVASERTHIEH TRY®stment is assumed.

FU‘thef_m&zrﬁe@&b@é&*&éﬁﬂ;&}%ﬁ&ﬁ@ﬁ&&gﬁQﬁﬁi@ﬂ%@l#@z’t@%ﬂ%&@@@?@ﬁ. This
strategies are assumed,.in other empodiments nan-linear inyestment
ategio Sl B TS B SRS A podu e otk o
investmeats Wmchcea&eﬂé@th/@& bergﬁ[ﬂa‘mﬂé&cbhyytf@ Gpefmtdaﬁfmsim
for exampiq{higuohredplarasihearina denesiisiinsacyrednangal
institutions, or otherwise hedged against loss. This feature is a particularly
advantag@epearittatiadiRee biftedkne from the players' perspective by

. I; and I, the net rates of return based on supplementary contribution
strategies in respect of the refundable portion of the entry fee and non-
refundable portion of the entry fee respectively. This is the “net” strategy in
the sense that it excludes supplementary contribution that is attributable to
operator charges, investment costs, taxes, levies, and the like. It only relates
to that portion of supplementary contribution that is designated for addition
to the prize pool. For simplicity in the present examples, it is assumed that
supplementary contribution takes the form of investment return only.
However it will be appreciated that this is for the sake of illustration only,
and the present embodiments are by no means intended to be limited to the
situation where supplementary contribution is comprised wholly or even
partly of investment return. In the present examples, it will be appreciated

that |1(@.tplayer) provides the net return on investment on the refundable



contrast with traditional pari-mutuel type gaming systems, in which the prize
pool available for distribution to players collectively is typically of lesser value
than the total amount received from the players collectively as bets. Cpiaye"
the contribution a player makes based on tpiaye,. Cpiaye" in the present
embodiments, consists of the return ofdinvestment derived in respect of the
entry fee plus the portion of the entry fee that is placed at risk. It will be
appreciafiiARe e BB BT sl e '3%%6%8 R e LErLm
Cpiayer <hi(mtpsayen) vi 2 ¢laaidb payesird il ta) dprigyee. | ITothrerdmbgadipients a
different defiaion AhCRl & S.15Glor pxample.n iemBediments witere e
supplementary ihcome Inc udes or is defihe y a component other than a
net investaidwmdetiyesiElereadasroperitte cemipation othtmildpesty. It

co mribu“&ﬂibe‘%ﬂmﬁécﬁa@cﬁ fBH ﬁﬁymﬁgi@muﬂégm %ff_?ﬁ‘eitoeﬂh'bsﬂéﬁgg o
some embodiments where an operator wishes to set a minimum spend level,

h .
and/or reE%i?/Beé‘ﬁﬁ%? SRR SHHTABH %ﬁﬁlﬁ’bﬁ’é@? %F%ﬁm@ PlireTd
embodimenirds dusnghohialn cheantre fearersoltjiredd folotsestimsmime some

embodiments t,..... only. lies in certain situations - for example t,, .
oplins 15 wadmen @Y PR S i ISR off SIE RS it
entries sdilaapigetaiat rdeaivalosreld (byl teknshd e ths MBcernaif aipneapreticor

the like). ihﬁ’v@@%?ﬁ%?ﬁsl@xﬂ&@ Hﬁhﬁ&?ﬂ%l@é’@ﬁ it%_e%%h@?’?%@rﬁg%ﬁéﬁf&p!- In
some embodiments, there is substantially no restriction on the quantum of

entry fee At ARl ISRSBIE rYPBYidE SSCBR AIBRAI SRR Hising

greater thagsdheciinimdnespeposiaveketasitbe inuesthemofsstasndaadl entries per

sed.in_conjunction.with t,....r. For example, in one
']]ﬁ 1nqhet glheéelll%l emﬁaoglmen S %iﬁéar 1n§isémerrrl1tp

unit pay amount. e is
embodimﬁhaerﬁéﬁ’)?%%%}? ve's ard entries, so t,,,,,l = ande =5.1In

embodimgrtsgidiere assumethdneothyecodedintonil lva-dpprecietsithehat the
following fprruiia proyides R ﬁ@se‘iﬁ%nﬁ{é)‘a%&%% SI0QIG Standare RRIRY ot S

price e It will be appreciated that the number of standard entries SPlye,
given to anvestment, which can effectively be guaranteed by the operator if desired,

for example through fixed-interest bearing deposits with secure financial
institutions, or otherwise hedged against loss. This feature is a particularly
advantageous and attractive outcome from the players’ perspective by
contrast with traditional pari-mutuel type gaming systems, in which the prize
pool available for distribution to players collectively is typically of lesser
value than the total amount received from the players collectively as bets.

° Chlayer, the contribution a player makes based on tyjayer. Cplayer, in the present
embodiments, consists of the return on investment derived in respect of the
entry fee plus the portion of the entry fee that is placed at risk. It will be
appreciated that the following formula can be used to calculate Cpjayer:

Cotyer = 1@t pager) + 1 (A=) e ) + (=) ey
In other embodiments a different definition of Cpjayer is used, for example in
embodiments where the supplementary income includes or is defined by a
component other than a net investment return (such as an operator

contribution or third party contribution).



player in exchange for a unit payment is given by the following formula:
tplayer e S player - t.1 - .player ~ unEr e hi some embodiments, there is no
limitation on an entry fee provided by a player, and the number of entries
awarded to a given player is simply the total sum provided by that player
divided by sp,;ee, with any residual arfbunt attributable to an “impartial
entry" being returned as change. In some cases sp,;ee is set at $0.01 (or an
alt&rnativiertolhddt BRSBTS [ERYAPHSHAEHY {8 VstbitantaIRPBRHAs:
residual armednisoplraaoprepRstiaNality monsiantpthis grapaidionaliyeonstant
is used inthe sense that if A is %(olportinq Ito B, then A = k.B. _'I'Qe$ 0. and
proportioneaeﬁty ConStant s Varied to &ffe Efam% gﬁaré)&er%hc@,"suc% as
whether rskietvarseldmbli-tisk duemec(@nbeitmeniofthesd) mialrer aetain
favoured Thabis Kii5 BathiRIQRAFIRRAIRL GoRS AN selerirttsHehinalie

allocation of bonus entries follows a predetermined risk/chance favouritism

protocol. 1P$houfiatse bt e terrld Borteliscirteyfaues {dpslephone,
descriptievmbmaanchifiaduss olkthieernssmoutdoh heniegaidpehaselivniting
in any way, .Trf]at is(,1 in oftt%ﬁ_r mbodiments, approz ches are tim | 1mented
whereby a caté %r}y%l% Entiiks ncsé)rrpeeseﬁ%no |1nn§] cghcgf:)etlﬁsaﬂil 16"bonus? entries
may be implectientatthalthentgn thicserydhtribst mplgyroisrbdesspiniyide
explicitl IRIHSHLIQ AP OMMNS EOUIER: (TR AMINHARHS AN Rnd RS

entries” and the like are interided to be broadly construed as encompassing
both phySichs AnerRaFI sl BHife RSB BStHEr DHy&edImor
virtual meghaRis Mathgmatisakalgautindns iiNaaRERAISI IRIBEAMAING
subroutine or any combinatipgr#herg}?{]trlat has an equivalent effect of
increasinﬂ%r%ﬁlétﬁlgé’sﬁ%ﬁ’g& S Gt d way. & ]%f’??g}%tﬁl‘gpgﬁﬁ‘ﬁ'hi‘%iﬁning
the associategt@anwiigbaepipityjatedatiactbo fhibseind tmendn provélethgl., the
entrants, Q{Cg%tpaggggl% af eptrants. or relative to the same player under
different glrcumstan es. A bonus Iéyntry may also provide the opportunity for a
particular entrant to participate in a larget.parize pool

price

It will be appreciated that the number of standard entries Spiayer given to a
player in exchange for a unit payment is given by the following formula:

_tplayer _ e t

player — - ** player
tunit t

S

unit

In some embodiments, there is no limitation on an entry fee provided by a
player, and the number of entries awarded to a given player is simply the
total sum provided by that player divided by Sprice, With any residual amount
attributable to an “impartial entry” being returned as change. In some cases
Sprice 15 set at $0.01 (or an alternative lowest possible unit of legal tender) to
substantially eliminate residual amounts.

o k, a proportionality constant. This proportionality constant is used in the
sense that if A is proportional to B, then A = k.B. The proportionality
constant is varied to affect game characteristics, such as whether risk-averse

or non-risk averse (or neither of these) players are favoured. That is, K is a



relative to one or more other entrants, on the basis of the same or different
chances of winning. Example 1: Bonus entries proportional to contribution In
some embodiments, the number of bonus entries awarded is proportional to
the player's contribution. That is, the following formula applies: bpiayer
=k.(Cpiayer)=k.(li(a.tprayer)+1,((1-a).thtayer)+(1-a)-tpr,ej In such
embodiments, the total number of entries that are awarded to a player is
given by PRPRSHOTRADE AR Seligi s sh bsthie, 2K EHRTe ERLRYS ' sfayers
are offerddll@nset pratateendicgtasideichentilesifoisa priteenlry amount, such as
5 entries fPrh%r d:lbeenr(l)ttré\aft%1 %Eé or en riesl:l Sa),ti§1 a(clh The Hlager recei\{es this

g { on intended t(1 ¢ dacs r}_ﬂglve only
many standard entries, plus bonus entries proportional to contribution.’Th

suehdchsese pfithprsfonrepuhbng beregmdeihasdiméiagibodinveyis That is.<m 00.

HO&’(&‘&%B&M%{@% SMBAARERISP10hsked ARe A PUMESCI R RIPIE,
consider an instance where eft,,,,,r= 0.1 (such as one entry for $10), 1=1z =

0.0 gRRPRAING .C?*T‘ﬁf‘é’é“ﬁlﬁy@r‘s‘b%%’ ﬁPH\iﬁél 8y ﬁd@@ﬁ%“ﬁé@ alf ‘Egib?@&f
0.5%namg aay hoesapestivilybd bglicsiyplaat (acadysenaivesids? emtdas nko-
(1Q.standard, .2 honus), the second er (a.= 0.9) receives 62 entries (10
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embodiments the term "bonus” is somewhat redundant, as Eplayer =

brayBI U SFARI S RIPESIOR ARAHRSf it Ars e AL iefsrehATiHSEs AR ere
eltchaned, i sobrediRR] angl kfa parfibiiee @layers providae $400iaadry farg at
a=0,a=0.5,an = 1 respectively. The first player (a = 0) receives 2
2 b, BRBDG foud IPSRES o T S ASYEL R R
(a elnyivetethe sandpénygiendirwiffentetogmisgen-that) witknk eatty heyagler =
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embodiments, the total nu of entries awarded is proportional to the
plAFEE BRI At BT PRET SIS o ROIIR TP ALIAC SPPRCY: i finé chances
=kdGpiayiap) =k.(I1(a.tplaye,)+12((1-a).tprayer)+(1-a)-tpl,e, In such
eBORE RIS iRl RRSH ORI ISS Bl A5G awarded to a player

In some embodiments, the number of bonus entries awarded is proportional

to the player’s contribution. That is, the following formula applies:
Biaer = KAC g )= K11 (@) + 11 = @) L) + (1= 8) L)

In such embodiments, the total number of entries that are awarded to a player
is given by the formula Epjayer = Splayer T Dpiayer. In some cases the players are offered
a set number of standard entries for a unit entry amount, such as 5 entries for $1, 1
entry for $5, or entries at $1 each. The player receives this many standard entries,
plus bonus entries proportional to contribution. In such cases, it is preferred that
k > 1, and in some embodiments 1 <k <100. However, in various embodiments
0.01 <k <100.

As a numerical example, consider an instance where e/tnit= 0.1 (such as one
entry for $10), I, =1,=0.02, and k= 1. Three players each provide a $100 entry fee

ata=0,a=0.5,and a=1 respectively. The first player (a = 0) receives 12 entries



is again given by the formula Eplayer = splayer + bplayer. Therefore: bpiaye,
= k.(Cpiaye, ) - spiaye, As a numerical example, consider an instance where
elt,,,,r=0.1,11=12 = 0.02, and k = 10. Three players each provide $100 in
entry feesata =0, a= 0.5, and a =1 respectively. The first player (a = 0)
receives 20 entries (10 standard, 10-B6nus), the second player (a = 0.5)
receives 530 entries (10 standard, 520 bonus), and the third plaeéer a=1)

redeR/dartsh whenes- s SR T30 BonugseitsharisaEpprE et ttat if
K.(Eptayiar), aspitaydirdpéalique forracdaogielidseatrive galivanésaltiia thplayer.
o ome TR S con e RRAYoen By APRLORRSagiecton
of k. However in other embodiiients ap 88 ophical Ch nge allows 1or the
coneejss ef ngritee (HomearpegsiAied. i seai prebodipreteinbistimeanufiayer is
replaged iy mpiaKer, whish defines the saximumiaebgrpbRatigsAyarded
based on a full-risk profile, and b 1aye is replaced by fplayer, which defines a
nufeBEIACS A RHBSaNSRHRE ?l‘?é&”ar:e&dr*e:g%ﬁé’ié)%h%nﬂlﬁie‘r dHRI A RSP
Mma@e0oenseritativea HSk profile.ahbat=, efaybrely mitayestpiplayer A oill be
PpesRer AL Ns e roGaneepl s e same. Aloudn e
percep}]lon shitts from reward (s ?ayer Who take greater ris S o penalising
plagleysrwho takeranrallér iskaes Eixariiphe B cBomsed dntsivstibkopbriionalto
entry fee placed at risk hi some embodiments, the number of bonus entries
that are awarded to a_ player is proportional tg the portion of the entry fee that
the pRBRIE putQ FRiKIeT RERPRETIBRA! ASIRRATHG Y Mula applies: bpiayer = k.((I -
a).tpra,ernkbisdsgbadnadhysSithlatiOnxde pieedirfao wemde Caniripstidsal to
defived fom reluin on,inygstment daes not reaullin banus entries. As 2
resuft?r?l}éyerst avadopt a no-riskngk p?o ile recenve no bonus entries.
Again, the tot& pumbelCaf.entriedltiat are) avaidedio,aplayér i8)given by the
formula Eptaye, = 5piaye, + bplaye" and the player receives this many
standard Britffe<MBRIEBBI LS AN RO b SA%I T B AR BUABIF P & BliFAr
vein igaxainypleylthit fsrrpiefEngd thakk > byand Thaefme:embodiments 1 < k
< 100. hi further embodiments 8.01<kﬁ80. A)n_gdvantage of this example is

that entries are able to be accurately - rla player

As a numerical example, consider an instance where e/t;ni;=0.1, I, =1, =

0.02, and k = 10. Three players each provide $100 in entry fees ata=0, a= 0.5, and
a =1 respectively. The first player (a = 0) receives 20 entries (10 standard, 10
bonus), the second player (a = 0.5) receives 530 entries (10 standard, 520 bonus),
and the third player (a = 1) receives 1030 entries (10 standard, 1020 bonus).

It will be appreciated that if K.(Cplayer) < Splayer, the above formula yields a
negative result for Dpjayer. In some embodiments this is conveniently avoided by
appropriate selection of K. However, in other embodiments a philosophical change
allows for the concept of negative bonus entries. For example, in one embodiment
Splayer 18 replaced by Mpjayer, which defines the maximum number of entries awarded
based on a full-risk profile, and Dpjayer is replaced by fyiayer, which defines a number
of those entries that are foregone if the player decides to adopt a more conservative

risk profile. That is, Eplayer = Mplayer - folayer. It Will be appreciated that the



awarded without necessarily having accurate knowledge of I, or IZ. The
investment return is nevertheless returned to the prize pool for distribution.
As a numerical example, consider an instance where elt,,,,,r= 0.1, 71=7Z =
0.02, and k = 1. Three players provide $100 entry fees ata =0, a = 0.5, and
a =1 respectively. The first player (a4/0) receives 10 entries (10 standard, O
bonus), the second player (a = 0.5) receives 60 entries St(10 standard, 50

boHUL§T4Rg TRECERTE BriArcAlhay s st AtHES D SaHgEE, 100
boplsErExample dreBiontiske ninesabiviycgigrded vsheke dualls placed at risk hi

50 ﬁgg??g%ﬁ&t%#%‘%?o%ﬁFfiSﬁa?[ﬁe% c?fr‘égﬂlg&'é{ A'E'[ﬁ's]l? event that funds

are placed at risk. That Is, a player who adopts a no-risk profile (a = 1)

receives Hosaseneisbedinestsinbdiseipkengfthiseseisiethaasaginrgsd to a

COB??&‘-’ [9g:Hperiaal ¢oate phr@onQTiak Stapdarchenty phivey E_ﬁYé' @ik N@HISK
ar

standard entry is advertised at a cost of t"a,Je, and a player is permitted to
pultHis LT8R ingle standard entry by handing over t"a,,le in
funds. However, the operator dogg not keep #)ese funds. Rather, the -48- O
operator invests these funds to derive a net investment return of 1,(t"a,,le)
(noting tAAts foeenrsadintpymbacte Bramplpb hewever rentripisiefsiaiverbiisiayer is
really, Reyingvdiinent/@foidNatNOHiskretpRdard endryrand Hg realeosioR”

which in a sense carresponds to an "opportunity cost" from the player's
pefspioative, SIGRIgHIBIRGR e 10 Ronky PSnple, assume that a standard
entry hasAggriceofo$ (thatidsof entriée thaR jrameaideher aslayend thatdiby O 1.
The sal one_standargd entry at.a =1 results in areturn on investment
e S el T R R S
predenbearipie P osingabieleatibieothdnetaintinmisan tf xnely 1, it is
(stapdardanst Renushihatshrudhriawarded ko-a MayRHRatRWERas

entry fe<e o<f tﬁ;laye, at a particular risk profile, the rationale being that all
enﬂi%]ssheu]l Ocost the same, in terms of relative contribution, as a no-risk
standard £nuyvahbatist this Sqalaykerisphayeities are able to be accurately

awarded without necessarily having accurate knowledge of |, or I,. The investment
return is nevertheless returned to the prize pool for distribution.

As a numerical example, consider an instance where e/tynit=0.1, I, =1, =
0.02, and k = 1. Three players provide $100 entry fees ata=0,a=0.5,anda=1
respectively. The first player (a = 0) receives 10 entries (10 standard, 0 bonus), the
second player (a = 0.5) receives 60 entries (10 standard, 50 bonus), and the third
player (a = 1) receives 110 entries (10 standard, 100 bonus).
Example 4: Bonus entries only awarded where funds placed at risk

In some embodiments, bonus entries are awarded only in the event that funds
are placed at risk. That is, a player who adopts a no-risk profile (a = 1) receives no
bonus entries. In disclosing this example, we begin by considering the “real cost” of
a no-risk standard entry.

In overview, a no-risk standard entry is advertised at a cost of tyi/e, and a
player is permitted to purchase a 100% refundable single standard entry by handing

over tyni/€ in funds. However, the operator does not keep these funds. Rather, the



And, from Eptaye, = sp,aye, + bpiaye" we get: player bplayer = R player It
will be appreciated that the minimum contribution a player is able to make is
where a = 1, (referred to by Ca_1, in this instance) that is: Ca=1 = |1tplayer
Therefore, in the event that a player adopts a risk profile of a = 1, the number
of bonus tickets awarded (referred to B§ ba_!, in this instance) is given by:
I1tplayer bad - R '4player Expanding, this becomes: I, tplayer e ba=, =
tpIRPERLOGY§i5 (e Lingl -t‘b“%ﬂ?’s? SISt S L Bt WHe BRACRYIAS funds
at tisk, fecéiisasiig, benusn@nigies: Theebavertosrpde: fplappliacpiigygdsan
"equity position”, this. hei osition where (at least in theaory) risk-averse
o BB WS
nuAEIsR0EisderN € opeNEdEsesHal ensthmplabdr’e nERpIsaEvA. prise O B1 (that
is, eft,,,,,, = 1), and li -12 - 0.02, the at-risk contribution for a tpiye, of $1 at a
= 1is 1.02. Given that entry, R, - 0.0Ran lenffy fee of $1 at a = 1 derives 50
bonus entries, and a total of 51 entries. In some embodiments, k is used to
shift away dromathik creimypbsitiotamiag] theydiy wnffeet WHthas risk-/gverse
or BPBSki AR ISCRIEYRIRPL® (VORI P AENGALPEMOGINS TR IS
therefore: C bpiaye, = k -Payer - SR p(rQy e, Typically, 0.01 < k <100, more
préf@éﬁ%@flgq@g@}g Bty ok 37,99210, ];aq%i]ore, the real cost of a standard entry

is $0.02.

In the present example R; is used to determine the total number of entries
(standard and bonus) that should be awarded to a player that provides an entry fee of
tolayer at a particular risk profile, the rationale being that all entries should cost the
same, in terms of relative contribution, as a no-risk standard entry. That is:

C

layer
E — __payer
layer
play RS

And, from Eplayer = Spiayer + Dplayer, We get:

b _ C player
player — R - Splayer .
s

It will be appreciated that the minimum contribution a player is able to make
is where a = 1, (referred to by C,=1, in this instance) that is:
Cast = L ager
Therefore, in the event that a player adopts a risk profile of a = 1, the number
of bonus tickets awarded (referred to by ba=1, in this instance) is given by:

_ I 1t player

a=1 layer
Rs play

b

Expanding, this becomes:

_ Iltplayer _ € _O

a=1 t t 1t player —
I unit unit
1

e



still more preferably 0.5 < k < 5. In some embodiments k = 1, or thereabouts.
Although the above discussion focuses on calculating R, by consideration of
a single standard entry sold at no-risk, it is also possible to achieve the same
general objective by considering, as a stagting point, an amount of t,,,,,, /e
invested at a = 0. Other Examples In$bme embodiments the total number of
entries awarded is proportional to the "at-risk contribution”. The "at-risk
contributiOh® GRYBEOhE RBHH BN B1CFe QO U H KT RRV RS TGP ps
retetitried) investment on at-risk funds plus the at- risk funds themselves), and
is given by the following, f la: C.i.k.712((1-a).tpraye,)+(1-a).tpraye, As
such. the TR T e B S SR RIS AR,

=k (logica) whierpéal-ehsd yriphege ) Il diversa @ eorab nudrisariskengies taserare
aWﬁEdt%&tTéh APIRNRY ISTYINRRBY {hRnfoftavia ERIRY & MORIQYRaitaRRIAYRa SO
Bpiaye, = k.C,~k -sprag/e, = k(12((1- a).tplaye )+(1- a).tpray{;aé,%— Spl?‘f’ As
nof‘é%“é%“\/%?‘t‘r‘fé?ﬁﬁﬁ Bidfstdntarbentibs hwditedhe Piveh wyustiere
sprayetymt- tpisyera Fnetefa®: Bpiayaasckio\i = Sphyaredtixpradity this,
we_get: Bpiayer =k(12((1-a).tpiayer)+(1-ak.ipiayer)-te .tpiQyer unit Or, with
SOI’EIl‘Ie Esi%%ﬁﬁ%:eg i(t))ﬁg,ntles%tgggyg?&;at&ﬁtl%%?l%(fl?na)gﬁs'z +,)_ In other embodiments
the numblersofigembodinteids Kusargddashprioporiieal thistbruigt-pektion, and
copteRylion AR follpwa:-BRRYS L Grisktill b apRgS iated ihat therabove

examples each make use of a relationship in the general form:
general form of this formula is therefore:

=k Cplayer S
player — R ~ Oplayer
s

b

Typically, 0.01 <k <100, more preferably 0.01 <k <10 or 0.1 <k <10, and
still more preferably 0.5 <k <5. In some embodiments k = 1, or thereabouts.

Although the above discussion focuses on calculating Rs by consideration of
a single standard entry sold at no-risk, it is also possible to achieve the same general
objective by considering, as a starting point, an amount of t,nj; /e invested at a = 0.
Other Examples

In some embodiments the total number of entries awarded is proportional to
the “at-risk contribution”. The “at-risk contribution” describes the contribution
resulting from at-risk funds (the return on investment on at-risk funds plus the at-

risk funds themselves), and is given by the following formula:

Crisk =1 2 ((1 - a)t player ) + (1 - a)t player
As such, the following formula applies:
Eplayer = k‘Crisk = k( I 2 ((1 - a)t player) + (1 - a)t player)

Again, the total number of entries that are awarded to a player is given by the

formula Eplayer = Splayer T bplayer, SO:
Bplayer = k'Crisk - Splayer = k( I 2 ((1 - a)t player) + (1 - a)t player) - Splayer

As noted above, the number of standard entries awarded is given by



bpiayer =ka+/ where a is a is a parameter related to the contribution the
player makes to the prize pool (such as a parameter based on one or more
of Cpia,e" C;,k, TPA"™ and R5) and R is an adjustment factor (such as zero
or a parameter relying on Spia,er). Other embodiments falling within the
scope of the present invention make @ of alternate relationships based on
this general form. Risk and Cost As foreshadowed, in some embodiments
players are allowed to manage asppqagetrsg)fdsiglaayepd cost. In such cases, the
risk profile selected by a given player affdeis the quantum of entry fee in
exchangeTfBFe\f\(l)t;g‘;h a predetermined number of entries is allocated. In some
such cases, for a first risk profile, a given player is allocated a predetermined
number of entries in exchange foBapreddiaxmiswagd.entry fee, and, for a
second risk praofile, a given player is allocated the same predetermined
number ’%’ﬁﬁﬁié%fg?r’ﬁge‘gg %P%m the predetermined entry fee, wherein the first
risk - 51 - profile defines a greater proportion of the entry éee that is
refundable compare%“'@(ﬂtﬁ lﬁ]lé Ee?:éitd'%;jb@cﬁﬁéit Trreel §i@%"@%ample, an
operator offers for sale "no-risk entries" (that is, entries for which 100% of
the entry feeWTilenipraBIR & otull-risk entries” (that is, entries for which
100% of the entry fee is placed at risk). Entries of eachetype are offered for
sale at respective prices. T%@yprﬁégydélfiﬂe_ fd :qiié}ﬁqﬁ i entry fee that is
provided in exchange for a predetermined number of efitries, which in some
cases isla sihgleramdymimthisesinmier oXdmples e assanieal tisgropertional to
pregetermined YmMRE.ISPRESsuch that the prices define the quantum of
entry fee that is provided in exchange for a single entry. A single full-risk
entry is offered for sale at a lower pHee-tTahG@isingle no-risk entry. The
general upderiying rationale, is atplayers, who puichase fulsisk entries
make a grea%er cOMRrbLtion Po a prize poc}fl'el as compare With players who
purchéseship-ristheatriers! fadeed, in some embodiments the only contribution
made to the prize pool resulting frorg a ng-kigl%%wtry is either zero, or comes
from a portion of return on investmert*ferived from investing some or all of
the entry deerpinisdedapexobangtated thataitisikeviiyHoplailemakes to the
S“%H'z%rﬂ%lt srl}/cflngsoar%%)ameter based on one or more of Cpjayer, Crisk, Tplayer, and Rs)
and P is an adjustment factor (such as zero or a parameter relying on Spjayer). Other
embodiments falling within the scope of the present invention make use of alternate

relationships based on this general form.

Risk and Cost

As foreshadowed, in some embodiments players are allowed to manage
aspects of risk and cost. In such cases, the risk profile selected by a given player
affects the quantum of entry fee in exchange for which a predetermined number of
entries is allocated. In some such cases, for a first risk profile, a given player is
allocated a predetermined number of entries in exchange for a predetermined entry
fee, and, for a second risk profile, a given player is allocated the same predetermined

number of entries for less than the predetermined entry fee, wherein the first risk



In more complex embodiments, a larger number of entry types are used,
including one or more "hybrid risk entries” (that is, entries corresponding to
hybrid risk profiles). Generally speaking, as the proportion of refundable
entry fee increases, so does the quantum of entry fee in exchange for which
a common predetermined number of htries is allocated. The manner in
which a pricing structure is implemented for entries at varying risk profiles

diffS RS ISEAREEh BHBEURErREIB 08 B sroN dReideh ‘SSHUREPYS oM

(nehofaoydaxkeprdiities, levies, operator charges, and other deductions)

made to ) prize poal b% a full-risk antry..and to a}gpl a. ons[trraint@ugh that all
entries méllkaes%ﬁl(lzH same Bontribltion o &%Spﬁﬁéapoc%) For 8?<alr%spl : Conisider a

sitgatien fphetechullOnk o ibdestardeoffereftindnbialendt dullnish dewiet $that is,
ASSHRE, t5PY High S8 Jrer BRI RLAR 1 Ve SHRENE AR IY Bf@fat%l-gfe are

(corresponding to 10%) is added to the prize pool in respect of a $10 full-risk
entferPALOE SHE BURRT S hRTE Cehtrl enfiesbiso s e s thiing 5o pR¥ing
strugpseidadoanrsuiaingdSdhe peédeeernbded hsabsuetetnadsioridacly igisaneentes
the conripution is ik b ARt Yein, fonsider, .. gk nifr T coniripution
made %yga no-nsk en ry 1s the portion of investment refum tthalPls added to
thesprie spoothTtHbeaiiees dabnaesimentativnishisalddses $oYidibting that,
foré{Eﬁaﬁé@?@PLesng‘f‘e 'M%ﬁtf)ﬁ%iﬁg@tﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁklgf({?y% U}?eﬁﬁtfbfrf%?e ROr 10k%r
entries are therefore offered for sale at a unit price of $110. hi another
enibaifEht, SheleBATHHLEISR mEtfe2By PR kindsEl BRI e fh gt RApES
exeltsiverafrvRatimgninieidimakol giamplentiitncomtoauyie pda $10 full-risk
eniry iz Jncrelore $10: Assuming.2 Lo etm.on investment s addsdig the
prize poolin re£peyctra ho-hsk enf:ry, such entries are theretore otfered for

saldaerdyurintphiseoh$d00.thé sormeerhtsedimeritsnrenpricih grityusteiteers
vargd 16- BRI A GJRIGURIBET HiskIGaRT LYQUIUSI I Hasahsatxamele,

the divergence in unit costs between no-risk entries and full risk entries is
eitRerFOd e B RIAYIfY! R R* BRSSPIy FSy BHkiRe A9 g ther
(disasprantagingifisma)yerse players) compared to the examples provided
above. Tlilere arean mbe[) gJi%%g{Soaqhes imﬂ%@%’t)te‘? across vario?rz ot

embodimélnIPsor?ocroaqé)téﬂr(rﬁmlng an apf)‘rgr fate pricing Structifre’ for én

vamypihgdrigkopeafilemre “hybrid risk entries” (that is, entries corresponding to hybrid
risk profiles). Generally speaking, as the proportion of refundable entry fee
increases, so does the quantum of entry fee in exchange for which a common
predetermined number of entries is allocated.

The manner in which a pricing structure is implemented for entries at

varying risk profiles differs between embodiments. One approach is to consider a
contribution (net of any taxes, duties, levies, operator charges, and other deductions)
made to a prize pool by a full-risk entry, and to apply a constraint such that all
entries make the same contribution to the prize pool. For example, consider a
situation where full-risk entries are offered for sale at a unit price of $10. Assume,
for the sake of example, that an investment return of $1 (corresponding to 10%) is

added to the prize pool in respect of a $10 full-risk entry. The contribution of that

entry is therefore $11. In determining a pricing structure, a constraint is therefore



Several examples are considered below, and the following parameters are
used: a, the desired refund proportion for a particular player, where 0 < a <
1. This is, in essence, indicative of a risk profile. Specifically, a = 0 for
full-risk and a = 1 for no-risk. If a = 0.2, then 20% of the entry fee is
refundable and 80% of the entry fee i#2placed at-risk. It will be recognised
that (1 - a) is the proportion that is placed at risk. Fa_n, the entry fee a
plalfeP oY TSI SR HIStEATREE HLitnbllr JF BAtTEL R YK piSile
defikiednny .a Ehe covhéetionrnimde by hatoexanapls, ithite @otriplied foveatment
predetermined aumber obno:tiskienties s pipvided By fiack, e cafry.fee for
the same pre etermined number of full-risk entries is prowcfle %ylfllao, and

thebéhtr deeefthathteséin exgrerletdrerinsstmenhrewrafisd Mhes hiere 509 ot

the gt ieeds Rlaresabfiskdsaroviogd BYifpofia 1grovide a simple
example, if no-risk entries are offered for sale at $1 for the - 53 -

. . ] 0
predeteriABRRIMBRYISRLEAE SeniiPufipl sinde S Sullghtotigs defined
pradeétesraingdaufinpestiseanenliantbl 2xdhelaaheat@sritfuteitiot basedutinisk

supplementary confribuion, stratsies.n fespect of ihe tefudable partion of
the entry %ee and non- refundable poorﬁon of the en%ry ee respective f fhis is
thepvnbth sispeeiyniprritlecsrisaichanitiexate dsesongpienechferryatoritaibotion
thaf,isasfriaytable to operator charges, investment costs, taxes, levies, and
the like. It only relates  to that portion of supplementary contribution that is

designatét 1P e aERRHmE ShEpRRENSTEEEE dipiesidiANME Hresent
exarapdesminisiassune datlatitsump plotvantaryreantifietian dakesethe fonmnitof

investment return only. Howeyerjt wjll b appregiated that this 1s for th%(sjﬁke
of ﬁPUS ration on Y, an(ﬁ]he present em odlmen S are by no means-inten ed
to bectimitboien theinsitaatibindteratsgmplashentasy pomerid gtiomdscdontpeised

wh@jgﬁ@[eg(\f@&,i@@({%&,feinvestment return. In the present examples, it will be
appreciated that li(a.Fa_") provides the net return on investment on the

refundablE'BoRiBA BIMRE" ShikPraechst Hralsgientssirat a2 it afer RimRs
Iz. fck-gdudramninin pra\iples pheagtdeiusheuis Yestmaes arvihgmtriskopamion of
the entry ee, 1902 SN9I8 K R8T D RARTS 2 SRS 2 apley e

o a, the desired refund proportion for a particular player, where 0 <a < 1. This
is, in essence, indicative of a risk profile. Specifically, a = 0 for full-risk and
a=1 for no-risk. If a= 0.2, then 20% of the entry fee is refundable and 80%
of the entry fee is placed at-risk. It will be recognised that (1 —a) is the
proportion that is placed at risk.

. Fa=n, the entry fee a player provides to obtain a predetermined number of
entries at a risk profile defined by a = n, where 0 <n < 1. For example, the
entry fee for a predetermined number of no-risk entries is provided by Fa=1,
the entry fee for the same predetermined number of full-risk entries is
provided by Fa=o, and the entry fee for the same predetermined number of

entries where 50% of the entry fee is placed at risk is provided by Fa=p5. To

provide a simple example, if no-risk entries are offered for sale at $1 for the



strategy 11 provides a 1 % net return on investment for funds invested over
the course of the "game period", then I1= 0.01. It will be appreciated, from
the context, that the "game period" is the period of time between the receipt
of entry fees and the distribution of prizes and refunds during which the entry
fees are subjected to investment. hi séfte ‘embodiments 11=12, and in some
embodiments one of 11 or 12 is zero. It will be appreciated that values of 11 or
12 deperfiSREHE At o i ropatt it etnemPAfe rER Management
strategieprodethenpait niabgaimeneperator, issues that fall generally beyond
the SCOpE é)rfdtpet resen dis? 0 urebaln éhe resent c{rcums%rggggﬁa positive

° ¢ net rates of re on supplementary con.
return on invesimenl% IS assumedl.nf—'ur ermorBI,)a ougn in the present

embodinntsdireariwestnidnt sthatdgieareoasdimedirinfetied non-
embOd'”}%ﬁIﬁde@@fﬁ&E&{ RYESIMANS SRR RTEHSER vy PRIHIVE[EIYTA ON

investment can effectively be guaranteed by thé operator if desired, for
example W5 oeRsR 51 exdudrsrerpiepeniinGcaRbbuS WM Scutiavbinal
institutiongpeai@tbemiseintedges: againsiasseviRisfratspiie atparticulay
advantageous and. attractive outcome from the players' perspective hy.
contrast ST AETHGRA] RSP § e e dre) s AN Bhize
pool avaitalthe foredistiiblitiosinplplay ershegitestiveleisilthatentsswhidsber
value thag, i totah SneMmRIRGeed fIRM IR Plavars cRllRGlivelngs bets.

Ca-,,, the contribution to the prize pool resulting from the sale of the
predetertiRTERY HubbErasreRtrdaisH BreHuhgdTohaskaelthstptipaonica-a

consists, ipdthe presanéaxadiiNes 9f theneiwmomitvRatesldatbiad ik
respect of.the.en;[{% fee&)l the portion %ftthe entg fee that is1 laced at risk.
It will be S BFAE YR FAP A YIAiRY FOPH O R S A MR te 1 e Crste

Ca_n: Coarlly nfinvektignnichi)s( IarthdprEsist sapiifies itovpitdeidpprEaattd Fa

n( ’(”)+'%@i’a‘t’])(%(.1%@2#‘?0@1&%&99%?%% SONRIARhehEH REOPATHARRILLY

constant is used in the sense that if A is proportional to B, then A =k.B. The
proportioPllityn e5HStaYSkAaitea 1 eifsttyahfe charschikagires!2 §Uch) &s=n)

whether HskRMEERE net return on investment on the at-risk portion of the entry fee
for a single entry at a =n. To provide a simple example, if the investment
strategy |, provides a 1% net return on investment for funds invested over the
course of the “game period”, then I, = 0.01. It will be appreciated, from the
context, that the “game period” is the period of time between the receipt of
entry fees and the distribution of prizes and refunds during which the entry
fees are subjected to investment. In some embodiments |; =1,, and in some
embodiments one of |; or I, is zero. It will be appreciated that values of I, or
I, depend on the selection of appropriate investment and risk-management
strategies on the part of a game operator, issues that fall generally beyond the
scope of the present disclosure. In the present circumstances, a positive
return on investment is assumed. Furthermore, although in the present
embodiments linear investment strategies are assumed, in other embodiments
non-linear investment strategies are used. A positive return on investment

can effectively be guaranteed by the operator if desired, for example through



or non-risk averse (or neither of these) players are favoured. That is, k is a
proportionality constant selected such that the pricing structure applies a
predetermined risk/chance favouritism protocol. In some embodiments, the
pricing structure is based on equality of contribution. Specifically, a limitation
is imposed such that the contributiort f5teach entry is the same, regardless
of the risk-profile adopted. That is That is, Ca_" remains constant _
irrespectiEOr HCFATspeRUMB RFEP TN ik bR Er Bt UM Rl pratete e
number arelgfteredndolosald s dxahangea farticakolyldiw contedhistiod to the
prize pool made by the sale of, the predetermined number of full-risk. entries
2 given Bu N Fo TR RS, RO B N Lt G
Ca_o = Qan;weusbtims: 2agsng Oystaes- toihich) tBupstrpwabaaididlatothe
general farmidaalar ©PUYRLELN M Bes ifiRTentF O kLsdr Lhmdimall k) ctalz
(1- n) + (1- n)) Rearranging, this yields: F=o (I, + 1) F-n = (li (n) + 1z(1- n) +
(1- n)) Toa’iﬁ‘fb\‘?it(fécﬁlgﬁ‘illg’@h%@ﬁ%%f?é?&ﬁ?ﬂf’é’%% fter a situation where a
pradetermgingdns woHsek pliutb sk eRligsprewifesgebiotizalgdor k. That is,
Fa_o = 1. For the sake of ex le, assume that h =12 = 0.01, Ip this
ity T S T M e S e
+(I-n)) Undesishisipticipgesinuctaneyltheos drmecpradetermitsenndenivet of no-
risk entrigs s, offiefRCint SRS AL Fdfotdn b e ey QR HEk iSiaPQrtishsk.
entries are offered for sale at $101 each. By a similar approach, it is possible
to offer a%?@&é’l%?ﬁﬂ'ﬁéatﬁﬂl theidhefollowing formula can be used to calculate

Ca=n:

C.,=l(nF_)+1,((1-n).F_)+1-n).F_,
This simplifies to provide:
Ca:n = Fa:n(ll(n)+ |2(1_n)+(1_n))

. k, a proportionality constant. This proportionality constant is used in the
sense that if A is proportional to B, then A = k.B. The proportionality
constant is varied to affect game characteristics, such as whether risk-averse
or non-risk averse (or neither of these) players are favoured. That is, K is a
proportionality constant selected such that the pricing structure applies a
predetermined risk/chance favouritism protocol.

In some embodiments, the pricing structure is based on equality of
contribution. Specifically, a limitation is imposed such that the contribution for each
entry is the same, regardless of the risk-profile adopted. That is That is, Ca=n
remains constant irrespective of n.

First, consider full-risk entries, of which a predetermined number are offered
for sale in exchange for Fa=p. The contribution to the prize pool made by the sale of
the predetermined number of full-risk entries is given by the following formula:

C.o=LF_,+F_,=F_(,+D

Noting that Ca=9 = C4=p, we notice:



entries for sale at a given entry fee and, based on the quantum of that entry
fee, determine the risk profile that should be applied. For example, assume a
predetermined number of entries are offered for sale in exchange for a $10
entry fee: (1.01) 10=(0.01(n) + 0.01(1-n) + (1 - n)) Thisyieldsa=n=10.9
(approximately). Therefore, approximatety’$1 of the $10 entry is refundable,
and $9 is placed at risk. In some embodiments where the pricing structure is
based on contribution, k is used t&émﬁlé:me(ﬁt éBredetermined risk/chance
favouritisgy atRg! phuCHR SHEBRIPRFIME oS-I AWIRg fe1gpLla applies:
F =k FO(12.+1) (,I(n)+12(1-n)+(1-n)) -56- Variations to this general formula
are applied in other embodiméhts. ForFexamiple; ifkhdoidwitly formula, the
interest return on. a full-risk,entry is not considered when deriving Fa_-: F = k
" (I,(n)+%§%{rn -gzlfghlsl?laheégslfeisk and Cost variations are implemented in
further embodiments. Risk gnd Return Ifth€ comtext of "Risk and Return”,
the risk profile selected by a playe(l affiects(bn@)or (nem)characteristics of a
prize winnable an the basis of that entry, thereby allowing. for a degree of
player cohtrBIBY er*’a%b‘&’f‘fé"&‘f“ﬁg&aéﬁ’éa E’rr‘r‘."?%){ie’é%ﬁ% oG
embediitvrentsdthendre drfnlleriskchanacteti stitsethGlustdetfie $alUEhaf iHe prize,
and JRIHELIRAIPUARH IR G GRRGTLIY o fale reaianiskfer the
opportunity to win a more valuable prize. That is; for a first ris profile, a given
plalpdipreiamielatonthia reshaving a first value in exchange for a
predetermined entry fee, and, for a secondrigk profile, a given player is able
to win a prize having a se€end e ni e same
predetermined entry fee, wherein the second value is greater then the first
value, andmibeteipthenfirstuitiepribfiledefimed grgneatenphepoftion rotkthe

enthyfee;thatds.iefiingdable compared with the second risk

_aon _ o
= (0.01)

That is, no-risk entries are offered for sale at $101 each.

By a similar approach, it is possible to offer a predetermined number of
entries for sale at a given entry fee and, based on the quantum of that entry fee,
determine the risk profile that should be applied. For example, assume a
predetermined number of entries are offered for sale in exchange for a $10 entry fee:

0 (1.01)
~(0.01(n)+0.01(1—n)+(1—-n))

This yields a = n = 0.9 (approximately). Therefore, approximately $1 of the
$10 entry is refundable, and $9 is placed at risk.

In some embodiments where the pricing structure is based on contribution, K
is used to implement a predetermined risk/chance favouritism protocol. In one such
embodiment, the following formula applies:

Fo- Fo(l,.+1)
(I,(m+1,d-n)+1-n))




profile. In some Risk and Return style embodiments, players are provided
with the opportunity to select between two different risk profiles, and by this
selection correspondingly play for two different categories of prize. The
categories of prize are, for the sake of convenient explanation, described in
terms of "major prizes" and "minor pries”. As will be appreciated from the
discussion below, the intention is for major prizes to generally be of greater
value tha¥3HfHEPHITZ8E J9BHRNEFMKa g5miBritdrnaather SPﬁ‘ERSH‘?Pﬁ@ﬁtsngﬁs is
notthmgask. the Sdineiepioadimertis itherdtajoirpoiza nithidesn@s ianot
corggpts){&grnt ;[Vr}%rrln'grci)vrigriiz_e_. In overview, a player who selects the no-risk
profile is allocated one Gr Mdre no-risk entries in a minor prize draw, with the
number of entries being baged on, the quantfim of the refundable entry fee. A
player who selects the full-risk"profilk (s)allg¢aten ofe oy)more full-risk entries
in a major prize draw, again with the number of entries being based on the
quantum %?E-eﬁl§WH%%M&H§BP@%%&§}?B’§?)&H@%‘H@%|8HB°$8’§8tﬁ-nes is
provided #ﬂsk:% 813, which schematically shows pool distributions in one
embodiment. The example of FIG. 813 illustrates a prize pool/refund pool
850. Pool8% tontpsédfitoRishans Bigniprizids, ishrnve itk zelsdedibrefunasrand as

sughretfestivelyinelepgsc gt Raal 8t Ly nding R LR Ryhere
ap%r;priate and a prize pool, the prize pool being defined by the entr){:fee

priZ§5BYEI w2 id dremhel iRlashraR T ol VRS Y s M iR 2 B
invesimeatineiuie 8O8ddgeierthdntdbe mya¢ahandtemitiar ipcinas thehalue of
proportions of, the prize pool. used.to fund major.and minar prizes,vari
it i e R ol R
vakmopirsortiovialiyrelatismshipreidstsTbetiweton aHestriago pefidendigbieprizes.
ASpﬁ?@?ﬁ‘?&i@@UW%%@ﬁa@ﬂ@ Crifdt %mmaj 9;(613%@1*&05 lﬁfééa%r_ﬁ{ﬁe%a‘?h
funded by a praportion of the entry fee prize portion 852 and net investment
retERITBES. APe B birsARdTE B ot BE TREISXFHE, R AP Sptiehaving a
prepastio nsles enpsefeiate Yorsaleaied pocpeavidaal desireés wahsechelat oaship

between major and mingr prizes. For example, in some cases, the minor
A T APV R 1 R SRR MED FiG. o
scisesniatipediypitiosteaths entrefemtipio rehattade300poradravieithg sgcond risk

profile.

In some Risk and Return style embodiments, players are provided with the
opportunity to select between two different risk profiles, and by this selection
correspondingly play for two different categories of prize. The categories of prize
are, for the sake of convenient explanation, described in terms of “major prizes” and
“minor prizes”. As will be appreciated from the discussion below, the intention is
for major prizes to generally be of greater value than minor prizes. However, in
some alternative embodiments this is not the case. In some embodiments the major
prize includes, as a component, the minor prize. In overview, a player who selects
the no-risk profile is allocated one or more no-risk entries in a minor prize draw,
with the number of entries being based on the quantum of the refundable entry fee.
A player who selects the full-risk profile is allocated one or more full-risk entries in

a major prize draw, again with the number of entries being based on the quantum of



gaming activity in the context of the system of FIG 8A, according to one
embodiment. In overview, data indicative of an entry fee and a selected risk
profile (in this example being either full-risk or no-risk) is received at 901. For
the sake of simplicity in the present example, it is assumed that the entry fee
is exchanged for a single entry, howeVer in other embodiments a different
predetermined number of entries are allocated in exchange for that entry fee.
In thersledebizenine n-Aukepionle aee fbete g et prddfedtds o
stephadschieitie @eNgnihthvat phel dotrisktipiofileis seleetatsihe method
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914 }/r\llcr)lrergzt&e player is awarded a major prize draw winning amount.
Otﬁérw@e, In'the event that the entry is not a winning entry, the method
progressébdaops e i thensias/peatused sedeet matiingndaitnonghiadsevaries
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numerical examples based on the embodiments of FIG. 813 and FIG. 9 will
nohPhE BB EMe FssE HiePRSViBIEr TF thndskecla e Sy vatipsegtion of
explanatigmanherand@hould not be regarded as limiting in any way. hi
particular,jt.should be. reciated that as with other f. of the.invention,
ot DA e bl e U oS e i
otrenengbotinte ntshothatefowhthesystem of FIG 8A, according to one

embodiment. In overview, data indicative of an entry fee and a selected risk profile

(in this example being either full-risk or no-risk) is received at 901. For the sake of
simplicity in the present example, it is assumed that the entry fee is exchanged for a
single entry, however in other embodiments a different predetermined number of
entries are allocated in exchange for that entry fee. In the event that the full-risk
profile is selected, the method progresses to step 902. In the event that the no-risk
profile is selected, the method progresses to step 912.

At step 903 it is determined whether the entry is a winning entry. In the
event that the entry is a winning entry, the method progresses to 904 where the
player is awarded a minor prize draw winning amount. Otherwise, in the event that
the entry is not a winning entry, the method progresses to 905 where the player is

awarded a refund of his/her entry fee.



supplementary contribution are additionally or alternatively used, including
operator contributions, third-party contributions derived from the exchange of
marketing information, and the like. In one example, there are two risk
profiles, these respectively allowing for no-risk entries (100% refundable)
and at-risk-type entries (100% at risk)>¥heése entries are offered for sale at a
price of $1 each. There is one major prize, and one minor prize. Moreover,
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contribuiianserade toahenphize:pogl thy ivehsadlgrafracdi sk @rtridsanikat-risk
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the contribution from at-risk-type entries totals $54,500 (half of the
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information, and the like.

In one example, there are two risk profiles, these respectively allowing for
no-risk entries (100% refundable) and at-risk-type entries (100% at risk). These
entries are offered for sale at a price of $1 each. There is one major prize, and one
minor prize. Moreover, the values of the minor and major prizes are directly related
to the contributions made to the prize pool by the sale of no-risk entries and at-risk
entries respectively. The investment strategy is assumed to provide a 10% return,
and 10% of this return is attributable to investment costs and administration fees.

In relation to a given event, 50,000 of each type of entry are sold, resulting in
investment capital of $100,000. This is invested to produce an investment return of

$10,000, of which $9,000 is provided to the distribution pool ($1,000 is attributed to



related to relative contributions, and rather are defined as follows: The minor
prize has a value equal to half of the net investment income added to the
distribution pool. That is, the minor prize equates to 45% of the net
investment income. The major prize has a value equal to half of the net
investment income added to the distritfution pool, plus the value of the at-risk
entry fees. In relation to a given event, 90,000 no-risk entries are sold, and
10 BUE REHERN ALY L et sUgAghdisttHosReeh pithpsfore
$16000000T histiss,ifye st daofrochioad adiintetaionantoketisineatfrik < @00, of
which a net amount of $9,000 is provided to the distribution l. The total
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a price of $1 each. Again, there is one major prize and one minor prize, and
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addedato/ the @etréstierppoabiind cEOXaisnattrinom hial ten thvesisRentredatsaand
adminj ion fees. In this example, the.minar and major prizes are defined
as ’Qg’ﬁg&@é rﬁqﬁtewe ﬁ‘(%ag%f%é %?avg%n\l/%ueﬂégau%l to 25% of prize pool. The
major prizednather vaine kgoedrisk 2ZB%ico pdizerpldlpnerdiationetagalginiéed
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sold, resulting in investment capital of $100,00 is is invested to produce
andRTESHERTRARHTHTBICEY L O NI ‘69 DHY 1 Previaby ishtRo is
disitifedionieantuiheidatad distdnotion pecbisateteiaresthod, 00 afawvhich
$50,000. i?r attri tabﬁ to the reftlﬂnd ool anﬁi $59,000 dartgrlbutable to th§

ori ezigrrgglg ation tees.  However, in this eXample, the mindr and major prize are no
related to relative contributions, and rather are defined as follows:

. The minor prize has a value equal to half of the net investment income added
to the distribution pool. That is, the minor prize equates to 45% of the net
investment income.

J The major prize has a value equal to half of the net investment income added
to the distribution pool, plus the value of the at-risk entry fees.

In relation to a given event, 90,000 no-risk entries are sold, and 10,000 at-
risk-type entries are sold, resulting in investment capital of $100,000. This is
invested to produce an investment return of $10,000, of which a net amount of
$9,000 is provided to the distribution pool. The total distribution pool is therefore
$109,000, of which $50,000 is attributable to the refund pool, and $59,000
attributable to the prize pool. It follows that each no-risk entry has a 1/90,000

relative probability of winning the minor prize ($4,500), and each at-risk entry has a



Each no-risk entry has a 1/90,000 probability of winning the minor prize
($14,750), and each at-risk-type entry has a 1/10,000 probability of winning
the major prize ($44,250). In another embodiment the minor prize has a
value equal to 10% of prize pool, and the major prize has a value equal to
90% of prize pool. Other percentages®@re’used on further embodiments, with
the general objective being tg provide players at different risk profiles with
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embodiments make additional risk profiles available. Indeed, in some

emBY8dents the maximum value of prize that may be won is directly related

to the propRrtigrvepar eatry Jerdhatisplaerd aphiskpashich in turn may be
subject to ﬂ high degree of selectivity on the pﬁrt of operators and/or players.

On® such BABHEMATR 1asst SHUREIBY M8 1oHs BP¥1G. 10, discussed
below. hilthelaontextagfineethedt 19000 Eendriesk angriofferesbidrsdlé0a0(d set
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entry fees and selected risk profiles is recgived at step 1001. An investment
retﬁgﬂ,?g%grﬁgﬁ)%@@w ikt?dﬁfund pool, and $59,000 attributable to the prize pool.

Each no-risk entry has a 1/90,000 probability of winning the minor prize ($14,750),
and each at-risk-type entry has a 1/10,000 probability of winning the major prize
($44,250).

In another embodiment the minor prize has a value equal to 10% of prize
pool, and the major prize has a value equal to 90% of prize pool. Other percentages
are used on further embodiments, with the general objective being to provide players
at different risk profiles with appropriate incentives, linked to the potential returns in
the event of winning outcomes. It will be appreciated that this, to some extent, is a
marketing exercise.

Although the above examples deal with a single major prize and a single
minor prize, in other embodiments there are a numerous tiered major prizes and/or
minor prizes. For example, one embodiment provides tiered first, second and third

major prizes, and tiered first, second and third minor prizes. Although the intention



noting that in other embodiments an alternate form of supplementary income
is used in conjunction with or as an alternative to investment income. The
prize pool is notionally structured to include a standard prize pool and a
bonus prize pool. hi this particular embodiment, the investment return is used
to define a standard prize pool ($A) = ’step 1003, and the at-risk portions of
entry fees  are used to define a bonus prize pool ($13) at step.1004. In some
emb &Y MERP e RS0 oo aE AR iar X AN B MUBRRGthde prize pools.
Foeekaditpéasdvhere tissrhoel mmmtlﬁwe\hemmeﬁmﬁzg(peﬁﬂ imalefipggehyitlessot
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a prize as an entry placed on the basis of a 0% refundable risk profile, or any
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entry fee. A proportion of the at-risk portlon of the entry fee. This proportion
s et HeYBRFIHe hispETiorr o Whth fee ittt Hdk Hitteapadted the
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noting that in other embodiments an alternate form of supplementary income is used
in conjunction with or as an alternative to investment income.

The prize pool is notionally structured to include a standard prize pool and a
bonus prize pool. In this particular embodiment, the investment return is used to
define a standard prize pool ($A) at step 1003, and the at-risk portions of entry fees
are used to define a bonus prize pool ($B) at step 1004. In some embodiments
alternative approaches are used for defining these prize pools. For example, in one
embodiment the bonus prize pool is defined by less than 100% of the at-risk entry
fees.

Upon completion of the gaming activity, a single winning entry is identified
at step 1005. The player responsible for the winning entry is awarded a prize at

1006. In particular, the prize comprises the whole of the standard prize pool, plus a

proportion of the bonus prize pool corresponding to the proportion of the entry fee



winning entry was placed subject to 100% risk, there will be no refund of at-
risk portions of any entry fees. In the event that the winning entry was placed
subject to 60% risk, there will a 40% refund of at-risk portions of the entry
fees, and so on. A numerical example of such an embodiment will now be
considered. hi this example, entries €& offered for sale at an entry fee of $
100 each. The standard prize pool is to have a value equal to the prize
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placed in accordance with the following risk profiles: 500 entries are sold on
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refundable). These make a $2,000 contribution to the bonus prize pool. 200
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refundab_lE)e Tieskbimakgian$s, 00@wontebution to the bonus prize pool. The
nogu PR GRARHIEITRIC.INA, SR 0P o g s Al Fugpals A me

that the winining entry was place asis of 10% at-ris %
refundabi8Yerrpefihgypreeiefsreoniseh el s Oari sk dhtarech Az QBB IS

10% of thehpnis.Prize MR nPRLI TS IIREREES ect to 0% risk, the at-risk
portions of all entry fees are fully refunded. On the other hand, if the
winning entry was placed subject to 100% risk, there will be no refund of at-
risk portions of any entry fees. In the event that the winning entry was
placed subject to 60% risk, there will a 40% refund of at-risk portions of the
entry fees, and so on.

A numerical example of such an embodiment will now be considered. In
this example, entries are offered for sale at an entry fee of $100 each. The standard
prize pool is to have a value equal to the prize portion of investment income, and the
bonus prize pool is to have a value equal to non-refundable portions of all entry fees.
Furthermore, any residual portion of the bonus prize pool is to be distributed among
the players in accordance with their contribution to the bonus prize pool (or
contributions notionally made on their behalf). The investment strategy is assumed
to provide a 10% return, of which 90% defines the standard prize pool and 10% is

attributable to investment costs and administration fees.



therefore amounts to $11,100. In this example, there is a residual $18,900 in
the bonus prize pool, and this is distributed as refunds among the entries in
accordance with the relative contributions of those entries. It will be
appreciated that the prize took 10% of the bonus prize pool, and as such
90% of the at-risk portions of the entrydees are refunded. Specifically: $9 is
refunded for each entry sold on the basis of 10% at-risk (90% refundable).

$45 is refiaBHIBI LHEN Bhtty Yol R TR S sab v Ling ik igerment
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combination approaches are considered below. In some embodiments, for a
first risk prOFEIe afveplbrayde gl ot d X =t pidadierfaivetrblamBaest
entries inpgxehageotpEApIRERIeIMIRa ARtFYife@oaNd, for a second risk
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P '91‘16 onus prize pool t eref%re tota?s $§1,000.

For the sake of example, assume that the winning entry was placed on the
basis of 10% at-risk (90% refundable). The player therefore wins the $9,000
standard prize pool, plus 10% of the bonus prize pool - $2,100. The total prize
therefore amounts to $11,100.

In this example, there is a residual $18,900 in the bonus prize pool, and this
is distributed as refunds among the entries in accordance with the relative
contributions of those entries. It will be appreciated that the prize took 10% of the
bonus prize pool, and as such 90% of the at-risk portions of the entry fees are
refunded. Specifically:

. $9 is refunded for each entry sold on the basis of 10% at-risk (90%
refundable).

. $45 is refunded for each entry sold on the basis of 50% at-risk (50%
refundable).

. $72 is refunded for each entry sold on the basis of 80% at-risk (20%
refundable).



predetermined number of entries for less than the predetermined entry fee,
wherein the first risk profile defines a greater proportion of the entry fee that
is refundable compared with the second risk profile. For the first risk profile,
a given player is able to win a prize having a first value in exchange for a
predetermined entry fee, and, for a se®bnd risk profile, a given player is able
to win a prize having a second value in exchange for the same
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wheeaintbadipstAigosrafile definesagmrate hpiapaition afpkesnby fep that
is refundable compared with the second risk profile. For the first risk profile,
a given playebimadieApreatizeprize having a first value in exchange for a

predetermingd. &Y RS, Ad{05 A aHRnd LSk RIS A INER RldkafiR.able

to win a prize having a second value in exchange for the same
pratigferifined BAdysketnd IRe8BmeSeYRIb aHHBRIRS, FoFHER Tk IRRIfRS hes
givas playiasisialdasated a predetermined number of entries in exchange for

a predeteIrmined er};trg,fee, afnd, fth a sle(confdlrisk profilel, a g,ive1r11 pla)éer is
allScated THieB5 fBbe 1ments, for a first risk profile, a given playerT1s allocatéd a

predetermined number of entries in exchange for a predetermined entry fee,
and, for a second risk profile, a given player is allocated the same
predetermined number of entries for less than the predetermined entry fee,
wherein the first risk profile defines a greater proportion of the entry fee that
is refundable compared with the second risk profile. For the first risk profile,
a given player is able to win a prize having a first value in exchange for a
predetermined entry fee, and, for a second risk profile, a given player is able
to win a prize having a second value in exchange for the same predetermined
entry fee. For example, in one embodiment “bonus entries” compete for a
different prize to standard entries.

. In some embodiments, for a first risk profile, a given player is allocated a
predetermined number of entries in exchange for a predetermined entry fee,
and, for a second risk profile, a given player is allocated the same

predetermined number of entries for less than the predetermined entry fee,



predetermined number of entries for less than the predetermined entry fee,
wherein the first risk profile defines a greater proportion of the entry fee that
is refundable compared with the second risk profile. For the first risk profile,

a given player is able to win a prize having a first value in exchange for a
predetermined entry fee, and, for a se@dnd risk profile, a given player is able
to win a prize having a second value in exchange for the same

predeterny ﬁ?éﬁ“éﬁr%‘ P SkERfHe drLp ek gsratierangiven plaberntalfsciitd a
predetermingandaidengfent e ithesaoan gekiprd joreéteterntine dkniryffiee,
and, for the,second.risk aroflle, 8 given.plaver s allacared A0 inGreased. ro,
number of Entres for the same predetermined entry fee. It will be appr%mated
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approachgg may ReiHeieenigeAGIQRRMaTAHSHRFERPAIMBRIS; 19Ghe same
Refundable Hedges In some embodiments, the notion of risk profiles is used

to provid 89GS50  wherein secondary hedge entries are either
physicallynajoretiensibidiske drera THtapladpiaito B evdioflal @rimanc asdries,
thereby to provide players with more advantageous prospects of winnings or
returms, VIS PSR Sl S LR ek PR BUERSS A fee
embodimendtSaonsiderkdsilpovilcthezplayplaysrovidesade dntspfee and

selects agéé&%ﬂ%&%ﬁl@&m&ﬁfﬂ&tfgm&l@f&sntﬁa@ éi%h_et@f&f&%od&ﬁﬂi@&?

proportion of the entry fee that is refundable on the basis of gredetermlned
refund crit@fEiarbeES Mk erEIR 4RI ROP IR BFAP RS the tHaY s Hlaked

at risk. Thergranglaknotign s thah iethe PessnpePNe ot e &diskk profile,
proportion af the entry fee is exchanged for. a primary entry, and the
refundabibb STBRON T A A SH R B ER At PR ST AR
secondany&letriesithdtere thodge® agednst thsk pririerya entey.pBy ¢he tbten

“hedged’, \What, IS MeRNkis ek hd0R R IMALERIDGS ALIdeniNad A% fed

winning entry, the secondary entries are eligible to be identified as winning
entries. GBFWJ%er, if the primary entry is identified as being a winning entry,

the, secongannhephissiArentxehidadfram pRing, idantifist@s winpag.antries.
This is sometimes referred to as a "cantrary bet" in the sense of covering

one, somEBFElIIOESIBERSE CBVEl B bRBES itk ARy EISH P BEE PhisEis,

win-eventadnfoeapectaf dspfirofily, entryapidyidrasorie ardhoressaeondary
predetermined number of entries for less than the predetermined entry fee,
wherein the first risk profile defines a greater proportion of the entry fee that
is refundable compared with the second risk profile. For the first risk profile,
a given player is able to win a prize having a first value in exchange for a
predetermined entry fee, and, for a second risk profile, a given player is able
to win a prize having a second value in exchange for the same predetermined
entry fee. For the first risk profile, a given player is allocated a
predetermined number of entries in exchange for a predetermined entry fee,
and, for the second risk profile, a given player is allocated an increased
number of entries for the same predetermined entry fee.
It will be appreciated that there is a wide range of possible ways in which

such combinations of approaches may be implemented across various embodiments.



entries are mutually exclusive. There are two main categories of hedge
considered herein: A "partial hedge" whereby, in the case that the primary
entry is identified as a winning entry, one or more of the secondary entries
might be identified as a winning entry, h0\(/)vever there is no guarantee that
one or more of the secondary entries 4fllf be identified as a winning entry. A
"full hedge" whereby, in the case that the primary entry is identified as a
winning %?ﬁwd(?lt?ie f%re of the secondary entries will be identified as a
winning datsymé kathisdithenplayie hisiguaf aikkeediizhiaveeditteast alee @himing
his/her.entries identified as a winning entry.. In some embodimen ly .one
of BT A EE SR PR AN SHNAR S ) BB Sl e
gaisiap s deaaorvieniprkiNensith enoreh dikrehmiaplevids play Theyido neept of

refam%pigeb&q% &t@%’i‘\%ﬁ_i @F&Qﬁfﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%}%@ﬁﬁ%ﬂtaﬁﬂ@eﬁt a
"fixed-odds" backdrop, and will be considered below in this regard. However,
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sensc 6f caverng ong, some Of 4 1 outcqmes hot covered by theé primary entry or bet.
of which are selected by the player. The

That is, win-events in respect of a primary entry and the one or more secondary

entries are mutually exclusive. There are two main categories of hedge considered

herein:

. A “partial hedge” whereby, in the case that the primary entry is identified as
a winning entry, one or more of the secondary entries might be identified as a
winning entry, however there is no guarantee that one or more of the
secondary entries will be identified as a winning entry.

. A “full hedge” whereby, in the case that the primary entry is identified as a
winning entry, one or more of the secondary entries will be identified as a
winning entry. That is, the player is guaranteed to have at least one of
his/her entries identified as a winning entry.

In some embodiments, only one of these categories is considered. However,

it should be understood that a gaming operator may make either or both available.



event outcome is associated with a payout ratio, predetermined by the
gaming operator. In the event that the selected event outcome is a winning
event outcome, a primary prize is awarded to the player based on the
proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk and the payout ratio. The
refundable component of the entry fe€is exchanged for one or more
secondar¥ entries, which are either fully or partially hedged entries. In the

case that! BCSOBGTRISN SHEA Meie A P T AR AR §oaNERIcd bettifiergd
prizgaiasawafided daddTebaplalyes, Andhelse senmti ésrddadiove it thiversecondary
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allgpptrghin %G@a&%ﬁ% thesafundabiricompenant ltBsneatry fee, it il
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entry refundable refundable fee in this case). proportion of entry proportion of
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and unrelated to the quantum of the
each $1 placed).
In the context of risk profiles, the primary entry is essentially a conventional
fixed-odds bet (which is fully-at risk). That is, an entry fee is placed on the basis of
a risk profile and an event outcome, both of which are selected by the player. The
event outcome is associated with a payout ratio, predetermined by the gaming
operator. In the event that the selected event outcome is a winning event outcome, a
primary prize is awarded to the player based on the proportion of the entry fee that is
placed at risk and the payout ratio.
The refundable component of the entry fee is exchanged for one or more
secondary entries, which are either fully or partially hedged entries. In the case that
a secondary entry is identified as a winning entry a secondary prize is awarded to the
player. In the present embodiment, the secondary prizes are pari-mutuel in nature.
That is, the secondary prizes are awarded by distribution of a prize pool amongst the
winning players irrespective of “payout ratios” or the like. Noting that the one or
more secondary entries are allocated in exchange for the refundable component of

the entry fee, it will be appreciated that, in the case that a secondary entry is not



refundable proportion of the entry fee. In other embodiments, the number of
secondary entries is proportional to the quantum of the refundable proportion
of the entry fee. Secondary prizes are, at least in part, funded by a
secondary prize pool. In particular embodiments, the general method
preferably includes deriving supplemé&itary income, adding an amount
having a value corresponding to at least a propqrtion of the supplementary
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Secondary prizes are, at least in part, funded by a secondary prize pool. In
particular embodiments, the general method preferably includes deriving
supplementary income, adding an amount having a value corresponding to at least a
proportion of the supplementary income to a secondary prize pool, refunding to each
player the proportion of the entry fee that is refundable, and distributing the
secondary prize pool, in accordance with a predetermined prize distribution
protocol, amongst the players to whom winning secondary entries were allocated. In
some embodiments, deriving supplementary income includes subjecting at least a
proportion of the entry fees to an investment procedure to generate supplementary

income in the form of an investment return. It should be appreciated, however, that

in other embodiments, the supplementary income may be derived from third parties,



than the refundable proportion of his/her entry fee. This significant result is, in
some embodiments, leveraged to offer players improved payout ratios or
odds, in exchange for a greater value of entry fees. In some cases, this
requires configuring the gaming activity such that the value of secondary
prizes is able to be calculated in advafte. For example, in one embodiment,
the value of a secondary prize winnable by a player is equal to an
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This significant result is, in some embodiments, leveraged to offer players
improved payout ratios or odds, in exchange for a greater value of entry fees. In
some cases, this requires configuring the gaming activity such that the value of
secondary prizes is able to be calculated in advance. For example, in one
embodiment, the value of a secondary prize winnable by a player is equal to an
anticipated contribution to the supplementary income, plus a refund of the
refundable proportion of the entry.

In some embodiments where players are offered improved payout ratios in
exchange for a greater value of entry fees on the basis of a full hedge, the players
select a “maximum liability”, which corresponds to the maximum amount they are
prepared to “lose” (profit or loss are calculated by subtracting entry fee from return,

a negative result indicating a loss). This maximum liability is less than “the

proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk” under risk profiles as discussed



maximum liability criterion, in the case that the bet loses, the player receives
$90 (again, the player loses $10, the player's bet amount/maximum liability).
This $90 includes $10 of supplementary income, based on the 10%
anticipated contribution. Therefore, it is readily deduced that $80 of the entry
fee was notionally exchanged for a sé€ondary entry. It follows that $20 was
exchanged for a primary entry, and so the at-risk proportion of entry fees is
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implemenfelkySiRer yaskatss an entry fee of $100 on the basis of the same

maximum liability criterion, in the case that the bet loses, the player receives $90
(again, the player loses $10, the player’s bet amount/maximum liability). This $90
includes $10 of supplementary income, based on the 10% anticipated contribution.
Therefore, it is readily deduced that $80 of the entry fee was notionally exchanged
for a secondary entry. It follows that $20 was exchanged for a primary entry, and so
the at-risk proportion of entry fees is $20. This $20 is subjected to the 5:1 payout
ratio in the case of a winning outcome for the primary entry, and player can
therefore win $100 on the basis of the primary entry.
Pursuant to this methodology, the following options may be presented to the
player:
e Bet $10 on the basis of a $10 entry fee. A payout ratio of 5:1 is
offered. Maximum win is $50. Maximum loss is $10. This will be
recognised as a traditional fixed odds bet.

e Bet $10 on the basis of a $100 entry fee. A payout ratio of 10:1 is



combinations of hardware and software. Some of these are considered
below. FIG. 11A illustrates a system for providing a gaming activity, in the
form of system 1100. System 1100 includes a gaming administration server
1101. This gaming administration server includes a processor 1105 coupled
to a memory module 1106 and a comthanications interface 1107. Memory
module 1106 is caonfigured for maintaining software instructions 1106 which,
when executed Y IbcResIPYR 8N A1 3N Re NEFTHE 19550 ftm various
methods linallidagp et iaedlimitad ofenohgorengiithe systhods gesatbad

hergin, Jhederm eammunications inferface; g interface. shpuld befead
broadly~to include any component or group omponents including one or
marendfes ohpayeiik dH s rfeice Jisaelsvestan hbicrmetiteirfade bb rstheng a

wirgdAMERIGRSINEINkotaIeHRE 8de modem, other interfaces configured to
allow communication between _72-0 server 1101 and another processing
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as edegnanalitiglkn elististarcompoment, in alternate embodiments it is defined
by a plurgity g, JiSEriBLEEE; CeMPIRENES, QRIRRAHY HCHANGMEREY may

modules of one or more servers such as server 1101. hi some embodiments,
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pr vidlsd t distributed locations, with a database 1110 provided at a
ce%(fr% |§Ee3§iaﬁl %%% ion. Da éna{)s%%ﬂilg%tgﬁfglrﬁggdata indicative of entry
transactions, which includes, in various embodiments, one or more of the

following aspects of data: Data indicative of a received entry fee. This
includes HRERERIONAE: tMBleRAE M entry fee, and optionally data
indicativeapfhadgeation af ivhithfuads]ssarsespaadingiehaicenksy dae are

Store o(ci?nrleen)%ai&glne%t%eb o?ﬁ%% %fe%ﬁ“ s, PEEIa Indicatys of 3 anner of
payment used to provide the entry Te€.
embodiments of the present invention are technically implemented using various
combinations of hardware and software. Some of these are considered below.

FIG. 11A illustrates a system for providing a gaming activity, in the form of
system 1100. System 1100 includes a gaming administration server 1101. This
gaming administration server includes a processor 1105 coupled to a memory
module 1106 and a communications interface 1107.

Memory module 1106 is configured for maintaining software instructions
1106 which, when executed on processor 1105, allow server 1101 to perform
various methods, including but not limited to one or more of the methods described
herein.

The term “communications interface” or “interface” should be read broadly
to include any component or group of components including one or more of a

network interface (such as an Ethernet interface, or other wired/wireless network

interface), modem, other interfaces configured to allow communication between



Data indicative of a risk profile associated with the entry fee. As discussed
above, at least in some embodiments, an entry fee is provided by a player
subject to the selection of a risk profile, which defines proportions of the
entry fee that are refundable and placed at risk. Data indicative of a player
who provided the entry fee. In some -ddbodiments, a player is assigned an
identifier, which is used by that player for gaming related transactions. For
exaThste! 1oy antEisaRTRs LR B eReORs (PR S5 Rh Y A LSl P ok
exasn plecinitihelder fivaf o barcdie dutRE ibptagutPatdeindicaliteaokoyteails,
morceaneré'%réi%slfllgg%;gd to the player in exchange for the entry fee. hi some
embodiments acth entry is provided with a unique entry identifier (which is
optionallyAssBestfotatingivyy Hityideteptedriatiorsstiy difebesmidxt of'dthottehy or
raffleyReAame) o ;ema ﬁﬁk@f&%ﬁ%@ﬁ%@@a@@& i ShdWRRLIBMRENISS:

allocated to a player in respect of a given entry fee are provided a common
ideHBtTE-RIPRAESRIpR M i BP fdieRtib & ARty s ORI Rich may be
virldiak oo e ysioabmeatsyipg @iick etcdenifiaentonimoidleatifiesscasidiordicket

|d(_-:‘srég\f/|e%ss acr}tlealsater us?gol?y the relevant players to allow the redemption of

prizes and/or reflinds, as discussed further below. Data indicative of a
particularyasmingrakeilityeresvwhibtastieaentiied havotualivcafétieortsioylar

re'é}éﬁre}’saf oy %&%@EI@&B@&H@I{&Q{QJ&%@W%V ilao'irlc!%[f{i}%, %&QZ@P% or
defined by server 1101 (for instance, in resgonse to data received via

int@FFREVIdRY A disiEHied lsbionmmshe diebischbidhPeraindiakasentiptisgd

senyestibh01, whilst in other embodiments the allocation of entries occurs at a

remote | tion, f ample a retailer terminal at a location where entries
re sold 1 kigore L1 TS detaindieani ol ot st MR 01
is cotples to wkalesntbedinetd. k8¢ aindarsdd thptiohorerairmmiet 341 ditasome

empodimgnts;thesa argr integraledintora single erminalAs dluatiate e

terminal 1131 includes a processor 1132, communications interface 1133

and memBHRbERIRY fee3and oRféenahaiAtRRIESINEPE dhtAticnGhe MaBENda
ticket prinigtelisfiiseals haoupie et acessablddaiple, a bank account),

and/or data indicative of a manner of payment used to provide the entry fee.

. Data indicative of a risk profile associated with the entry fee. As discussed
above, at least in some embodiments, an entry fee is provided by a player
subject to the selection of a risk profile, which defines proportions of the
entry fee that are refundable and placed at risk.

. Data indicative of a player who provided the entry fee. In some
embodiments, a player is assigned an identifier, which is used by that player
for gaming related transactions. For example, in one embodiment this
identifier is carried by a loyalty card, for example in the form of a barcode or
RFID tag.

. Data indicative of one or more entries allocated to the player in exchange for
the entry fee. In some embodiments each entry is provided with a unique
entry identifier (which is optionally used for winning entry determinations in

the context of a lottery or raffle type game). In some embodiments the one



In overview, a player interacts with terminal 1132 to purchase one or more
entries in relation to a gaming activity. In some embodiments this is a direct
interaction, whereas in other embodiments it is an indirect interaction
whereby a terminal operator interacts with terminal 1132 on behalf of the
player. The player provides informatidd regarding the gaming activity in
which entries are to be purchased, risk profiles, and so on. The player also
provides Mg fEEs HEDRF&FFQI % 90 FRETBHFS B LN BPEIERBNRI
payment prsads! al tvereniny deditedireactbkanpindiie pilyy tianpteridedto dinple
account g egleted b the 6}{@5@@ c?p)er%,osllrce1 ther |mm d'ﬁt?ﬁe Al rthEnend of
a specifie perlé r mstanc nce the ee has been
provided IQPJélﬁlﬂyéﬁdéoaﬂébﬁtéEme@ré ara dﬁ@reﬁadéydwm@m@sl@feméo

quantum gi.aniry &R APt profile selecietndhg at&gegew&t&pgews in
some cases, based on a process performed at terminal 1131 and, in other

cades, bAXud B UNFRISRIPIS VRS AstAREP PDahEhe sp gt or
prOVIdedg{)w&@[éﬂlﬂﬁfléél.&lat&n the -74- 0 present example data |nd|cat|ve of

the entr|e§ rinted to af%ck WhICh m t includ V|a
arigus asBec of t re re Vla 1n er ace /or d
1136. In some em Iments |cke carrles a |c et | ent ieran or on

or more eHty(fdemtifiers, domspmdn@tmmelmtbmtedeehmeé 07n theome
PresaniaXempie: ik nleraatian isdervable-fom aibaaade, Gyech as a 2-

dimensional or 3-dimensional barcode) printed on the’ticket. As illustrated,

terfRaments ithe Al tiop Al LT ot AadsmaIaEAL. frtsripriea 43

anebmemenhmadulelddddn whish maintainscebyasgdrstructions 1145). A
barcode lg([‘anﬁteé ]liL46 is also coupled to VJﬂrocessor 1 4 Jn over ew to

ustra es an em 1ment et {Vfi( coup edfods les
redeem one or more entries, a player presents atic carrylng arco

frotermvinidhl 1thleand esdentridentéfien(dr litentifiershescddadabéath thesaamer
1141%5&951%5 &Jsz}l%lgtgeerﬁlglgfforms a query process to determine whether

the read barcode is indicative of any winning entries. This, in some cases,
requires AoriiintiFNEstisRERHH Sbhjesludena prrsserdldior paTmuaisatiens

prqm@te&ttq tlae ﬁl@){ﬁérﬁb‘ﬂ?Eﬁ%dﬂlérpmﬂ&??i&hmﬁﬁﬁmﬁ%%ﬁﬁs%@tw&wd?d
yC N some cases urther tic other indication o
H%s#e t%%af %gﬂﬁg (o] gﬁ@"ﬁ% A Eith %Er upon presentation,

or at somie pvedew;m pleykfuttregointindimaali f2tharueasss oiteoplayer

noniaalss Aarafien aiehhe prizelsid shanid Radelerad.such as a

physical address or bank account.”In some cases the player arranges for the
Interaction, whereas in other embodiments it is an indirect interaction whereby a

terminal operator interacts with terminal 1132 on behalf of the player. The player
provides information regarding the gaming activity in which entries are to be
purchased, risk profiles, and so on. The player also provides an entry fee, optionally
in the form of cash or electronic/card payment means. The entry fee is directly or
indirectly transferred to an account stipulated by the gaming operator either
immediately or at the end of a specified period (daily, for instance). Once the entry
fee has been provided, the player is allocated one or more entries on the basis of the
quantum of entry fee and risk profile selected. The allocation of entries is, in some
cases, based on a process performed at terminal 1131 and, in other cases, based on a

process performed at terminal 1101 based on data provided by terminal 1131. In the



prize/refund to be credited to a specified bank/credit card account. In some
embodiments, redemption is automated. For example, a player is invited to
create a user account, this account including details of a bank account to
which prizes/refunds are to be credited, and this crediting occurs
automatically. In some embodiments €8me or all of the general functionalities
of either or both of termjnal 1131 and 1141 are made available to a player
viaPE R SOARP oA PIAEBFHC SBCH S Brivsktop Uit apesh
colnplutira ealtupay vielephand 3B DiA,sgaining console ok atier @latéorntickat
sorirden%%tch e bodimentsdr epIn ers access awebsi;[ie over.the Iglt%raeetnt[%e&

1€r and/Or ope or m 1dentif1ers correSpon flf o the all
purchase entries, for example Dy se ectlng rNsK profies via a se ection

intérflicaisrevidaaniy)ca thie i fagetidevsaisievableoiigh abwesbdsronsbess a 2-

apR|iGatios ABH REMIHASE Y IGRS HynwayefiRnionine payment procedure.
In other embodiments, players download proprietary software as an

alterativetd JUsFBSelcHaLel léébFBQBﬂ?s- HROGEsblfe EORBBYHFINGS
eniriestae 19akldna thatagniioeudpproachesH inniexagyolgwiee anvwelsides

ac ii?j}"ﬁ Qver e 'a%?fr”Fflxé‘{‘dafg‘as%%“%ﬁﬁl?ro%‘gehse&(f?!ize’fam}%%%f’é‘%v?téeta“
location having a saﬁes %ermlnaf andfor Pe em {lon tsermlnal). n some cases,
diffefepmrenenpply foireatAeizeldrosineadscbpsesshec dateiuts Sl imhich

Stojg. ;%fé"v&?ff_i‘&@{i’dfﬁeﬂ&%eﬁﬂmgi[P@EEVHM%'[W%&HH&?%1&'@ selghQn ﬂp@ébasis
of a first minimum spend level, whist online entries are sold on the basis of a

seBRPHH GAvEPERQ IevPWRIRINEovheth s dbr tiradipaicrdrals Trdiggihe of
casaes wirsliapeernésle Siaarnoinbdeapiicbpsiad toaxehaagenowhanfees that
are j al multiples of the minim nd level qr another predefined
Wil e R e e N
andaRiGha2Britl pstratedtinocagiprodahestiorcistetfaiciay glamimthentiehittistration

SeRRE hhAladn A HlHﬁ%ﬂ‘an‘?fﬂ{%Ji%‘Ié@ééﬁi@ﬂ@f&?@a%ﬂgpgﬁégﬂﬂ%im&] Wging the

likes of players' personal terminals, and terminals provided at entry retail
veRURESY1arP8 oM A SRILBRFAENTS B b MbTANR Bt i MpRrbsihedhs used.
Thelappiadiadskl GedtidA 16 thitomispradvehsideHald terithecste saeh fara

nteffocing e client (eymingle wih the adminstration server, Thegpproach
of F1&5“4 7B 95710 Providé a connection. such as a VBN cormection. over the
Internetroiuraliothreernditabiky spshimd bahlMradit\WAANICARBO for interfacing the

client terqingls. embodiments, redemption is automated. For example, a player is
invited to create a user account, this account including details of a bank account to
which prizes/refunds are to be credited, and this crediting occurs automatically.

In some embodiments some or all of the general functionalities of either or
both of terminal 1131 and 1141 are made available to a player via a personal
computing platform, such as a desktop computer, laptop computer, cellular
telephone, PDA, gaming console, or other platform. In some such embodiments,
players access a website over the Internet to purchase entries, for example by
selecting risk profiles via a selection interface provided by a web-page viewable
through a web-browser application, and providing entry fees by way of an online
payment procedure. In other embodiments, players download proprietary software

as an alterative to a browser-based approach.



with the administration server. Unless specifically stated otherwise, it should
be appreciated that throughout the specification terms such as "processing,"
"computing,” "calculating,” "determining", analyzing" or the like, in some
embodiments refer to the action and/or processes of a computer or
computing system, or similar electroni® tomputing device, that manipulate
and/or transform data represented as physical, such as electronic, quantities
into othel HSRTSFRPARME e UHEs A S PhYSiBaafATRE FREr A Res it ar
manaeihlthademebgro aasseiblnayrrakeitoracty aevicetar pppiiaichef @mevice
that processes electronic data, e.q...from registers and(or memary 1o

M e U I LT
stoferteinasesgibtErsEndloraprdmoneniits salh andineas arrethiating insaohdria”

or ?t&%@@%% @PEP&H%"e%%dﬁﬁgﬂgl%%%%ﬂﬁﬁ%@rm&%ﬁ%%b'e?s%‘c@aThe
methodaologies described herein are, in some embodiments, performable by

ond"8r THBYBYScEER BrectnibisbRRR CIiSH P rakiRbiRe gs Aaisf tdchine-

reatiabig)ncopte Cantainirighdssetvef thatriwetinns]thelt, Whemexeesiadibyone or

more .of the Drogessoars, carr outhat least one fth% ethods d scripeld
eniries can Il}’. € purchase¢d 11 exchange ?ﬁent ces t E%Tare Hb%ahmulrl]p S
herein, or a variation on at least one“of the methods descri erein. Any

prodeksorvapabkpaid vetotin haareddnsedictions ibeggle sl wstotihionvise)

thaj SReGE¢REHADS PP entaken should be included. Thus, one example is a
typical processing system that includes one or more processors. Each

processof fal At ARHE! Gnd2b} iHrsFEs o eprrpaghgsABhiRE HRee8 KMy anit,
anddapriegaaonnabée NSPwitita pheaprpceskingtesysiar futheptivaylinclude a

Memon; SUBSYRIEm, ?é”‘ej%?gfé?%'” AMLandior & ?&?H%SR?OMM%‘“Q{%&%OM'
A bUS Subsystem niay be Indiuded for communicating between the

compdnentssFHa procesdindivyste mcfurthestiormagiibecavdistibatebiesgsosedsing
system M%QBP‘P&%%%F}%J RIEd BYoREMCIKydbINE PPCES BRI RUIE R

requires a display, such a display may be included, e.g., an liquid crystal
dispiayfagine i sisnt arpialtay e (RS EHEnmSE MM aPasar B A IS
requirsd téhgoitRCesSsINE-Gyslenoads @ MENIdamani input denicatsteh @s one

or mate of an. alphanumeric Joputy sue 25 & keyboard, a painting cgotrol
device such as a ‘mouse, and so forth: e term memory unit as use erein,
if cledr frominheigonitexserver.

Unless specifically stated otherwise, it should be appreciated that throughout
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the specification terms such as "processing," "computing," "calculating,"
“determining”, analyzing” or the like, in some embodiments refer to the action
and/or processes of a computer or computing system, or similar electronic
computing device, that manipulate and/or transform data represented as physical,
such as electronic, quantities into other data similarly represented as physical
quantities.

In a similar manner, the term "processor" may refer to any device or portion
of a device that processes electronic data, e.g., from registers and/or memory to
transform that electronic data into other electronic data that, e.g., may be stored in

registers and/or memory. A “computer” or a “computing machine” or a ""computing

platform" may include one or more processors.



and unless explicitly stated otherwise, also encompasses a storage system
such as a disk drive unit. The processing system in some configurations may
include a sound output device, and a network interface device. The memory
subsystem thus includes a computer-readable carrier medium that carries
computer-readable code (e.g., softwale) including a set of instructions to
cause performing, when executed by one or more processors, one of mare
of the methBdeHRdeInsEs HrsraiRcNBTE e RS e RO Rtsg th Bt fRsmable
sevgralete merdpregsoseirarak stppsymeuatidetididplof(sclakidnmaciimis
implie less specifically stated. The. so re may reside in the hard_disk,
M S A S
withiiththergnesserssertueiigldsest etionfifsrastiogftdeseabap heseisysteém. Thus,

theva!i‘i%ﬁf&?& QPQJB%Q BERRSAL@IRR ARSI RLOMPNIE pieadRbie £ABIEh
medium _ carrying_ computer-readable code, Furthermore, a )

cofSERERS S A S LIS EOHH ESANST HRAG R EP D Ehfi SRAGEY 290m5 thhbs
compeiehq@dgramc praducrhin, aliemathpeambegicabpiss it g paemmrate
proﬁ&%ﬁ‘é’sr%o Srale 858 Jlandalone dey i&%rOrén?f(cP%ecgrﬁ‘e”&Cteo‘%e% y
networked 10 other pr%cessori's), in & networked eplfoyment, e one or
mdr8Pracemues pravyseparats. isnthercegrasityabicaD SB wat. ofhe prsessiaghine

in g _&éﬁ(‘f&%@ﬂ%&‘&’%&@&@ﬁﬁm&@isﬁs?s’ie%ﬁﬁ&ﬁéiﬁ?g%ﬁ]ﬁ RA R BREGHQ-peer
or distributed network environment. The one or more processors may form a

per&ifdt COmprAar Y. aBietPESSREROP IR YE TR SoPEeERainBigital
Asbigtagh (ROAmpoaetiylaTlielepbanmgaweih applianaey benadweibutaditer,
switch or.bridr\%c% or any machine ca 1aeQIE of exec tin%%set of instruct'{ons
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TOCeSSINg S W1 QCESSOIS CO a networ €, Pprogessing system
(squuen iafo erwise) tha Specl rons to be taken yt‘ﬁa% nrachine.
Noteqtirgs whitelspraeckimdisaing waybshiesindedingle prdgeskorystabdsgingle

memep) NALEAHIRSI) e TS HgAARRIECALS: RGBT 106gid!ihe

understand that many of the components described above are included, but

noPESESItRE SYRASIMAIS? TBudeist TR AR SHEB BhuareitEciRl@htive

aspRBhruafeaxanpplenbilch aply iy biagle apashinedsnilvisieaiedsibie desm

"machine” o "ch\flﬁe"Tﬁh?" also be taken to iné:
[

mouse, and so.10 erm memory unit as use l?ede?nagplcrglrl%c(:)ﬁn?t g f ntext
machines that in wdua?ly or JOlrWIyr%xecutSe a set (or ‘'multiple setg} 0
instndotidess toparfhratatadyo theenarendiecof thwssthodolagiessidiscuskesia
he@éﬂ ‘drive unit. The processing system in some configurations may include a sound
output device, and a network interface device. The memory subsystem thus includes
a computer-readable carrier medium that carries computer-readable code (e.g.,
software) including a set of instructions to cause performing, when executed by one
or more processors, one of more of the methods described herein. Note that when
the method includes several elements, e.g., several steps, no ordering of such
elements is implied, unless specifically stated. The software may reside in the hard
disk, or may also reside, completely or at least partially, within the RAM and/or
within the processor during execution thereof by the computer system. Thus, the
memory and the processor also constitute computer-readable carrier medium

carrying computer-readable code.

Furthermore, a computer-readable carrier medium may form, or be includes



At least one embodiment of each of the methods described herein is in the
form of a computer-readable carrier medium carrying a set of instructions
(such as a computer program) that are for execution on one or more
processors, (such as one or more processors that are part of an information
system). Thus, as will be appreciated’By those skilled in the art,
embodiments of the present invention may be embodied as a method, an
apPHt STEPE 83 B B AP hurpose apparatus, an apparatus such as a
data prodessiagaisienbalicaanputere eadablproassiersrogdiieras (such as a
compuier pragram praoduct). The computer-readable carrier medium carries
gttt G ISR e EL AT S O el
on&cHv e dsrdResst sheaanseotheopr EeSsSET HMBYCUEERO Y theirapherenia
mehod: o ACEUIRAYina$ReSRRE{BENRFE SENLIRYSTIOR, My tek&thedarm of a

method, an entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely software embodiment
or HrAsdeReR BN St R H R W AF e B P e RS Fbre,
thenprefent dpeasoiianconadyutai@PQ takatilke Hormsef-carbiet (SEBIAPEHEhlas a
compularprogrampRduct on 2. cpmputerreadable stora %twc?r(j!'%*o%)
carrymg computeF-rea able program code embodied i the medium. The
softwidre enbydgatheabempahiomiaptb rakoeivdtoverta hesvoskaia a network

interfacen daviceREREY R LIRIGRTIGRS intefAcs- v/ ile Hhensarrier medium
is shown in an exemplary embodiment to be a single medium, the term
"carrier mMEIRMR SROGIRPBE taasAtd IRbITHR A THgHS PrERIRS HtdAdifple
mediandSubht asracendralinpatarreigiiiiitedepticdas eheadicial asdesiatridhat

ca(r:l%zls apd servers store hgoone or. more g%ts of énstrucﬂorgﬁbThe term

tha
“carrier me |Lfr?1m%%aeﬁ%éeoscgeea &n t6'inclu eahyurtnne0 ﬁjxl%hﬁ%a IS cvglrﬁgf)le

of deseimierdancudingodtacelrsgimg thesercofiinstspatiofisrforaxdetibriconlyre or
Maie A G RIRGE SRRF A0 AL CRYE JNRLRE “@LVROFS RIPEES$RMEI to

perform any one or more of the methodologies of the present invention. A
carfeh Ui IFEiP Rl ARt SRA e diaihy OB IRTASY Fivsitelg foet (or
nomviBilattl e redimsirobaiiie rediforanshiransbissinomaeiacthanivgladile

me{lgia inclydes, for example, optical, magnetic disks, and magneto-optical
._d1Scuss erein. . . . .
diskS. Voratle “media includes dynamic memory, such as main memory.

Transmisidrast etz nihollicestcdaxidl dabtencbogpdeswriveedher ibay iophies,

inciyding the Wies- RakSRURHRS AHRSURMREEMCISARSIISTIAN (e ia g/so

may also take the form of
computer program) that are for execution on one or more processors, (such as one or
more processors that are part of an information system). Thus, as will be
appreciated by those skilled in the art, embodiments of the present invention may be
embodied as a method, an apparatus such as a special purpose apparatus, an
apparatus such as a data processing system, or a computer-readable carrier medium
(such as a computer program product). The computer-readable carrier medium
carries computer readable code including a set of instructions that when executed on
one or more processors cause the processor or processors to implement a method.
Accordingly, aspects of the present invention may take the form of a method, an

entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely software embodiment or an embodiment

combining software and hardware aspects. Furthermore, the present invention may



acoustic or light waves, such as those generated during radio wave and
infrared data communications. For example, the term "carrier medium" shall
accordingly be taken to included, but not be limited to, solid-state memories,
a computer product embodied in optical and magnetic media, a medium
bearing a propagated signal detectabl@ by at least one processor of one or
more processors and representing a set of instructions that when executed

imBERBA I b Ryg chesta bR SPRG U YOS HIARSAEH 9 Hetectable
by ainlpati-eaelfiecasage ticthengrarelimakenproaesaislcapdgapresanting
theersn%% 8ifei(pstr ctiorgis a propagated signal and representing the set of

) 1nt8me fum. . " . . . :
instructions, and a transmission medium in a network bearing a propagated

signal detbetabiaany maydhshorie processet of KveivrteogpARYIECEsg0rs
angJeRIeIRRIAG. Jagisel ol insitbetians. iyl iRepndergipaditbabthe: steps

of methods discussed are performed in one embodiment by an appropriate
proetiuB o BPaLBL TS BP 4TS SRR mENE iR Rer spglegnedinm dhederm
comptier hedacutisginsve cliensdaanpetesimgrdablmoadendtpedialia
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programming language or operating system. Comments on Local Laws It is
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pragtiaes prosubjestonaiteithaiyoay herconsititeenean haiigeconthanyrésctacal
laws in various #_:[msdlc ons. To the exten# that th uc({ia}llgrrtksupg(l)gw n%%)\g-:-%
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nvention. , A carrier. medium inay take man rms, 1 0
subject matter that is con{Irlary}fo e 10cal Taws of a particular jurisdiction, the

claiers whgukinbwslidntelpittetdmtiand furisdiction incalimanerereotds medirclude
any, PRARUCR? Qlsiieehtatias shaldsiidest coisian Jpibeariecaldaws. A

particular example presently considered is Sharia law, which may adopt a
coftrAry SEAMSS 1 RARI6 RCRSHe B ASGRHINBE ARG inV EIBHIEs it ribed
heigduddoveaval, ciose sighadsiiidhedarbsvidptiesogizenaale 6eréaiihat
embodimentguofsthe i&\e/entjlorg may nevertheless be im I%pgﬂ}eegoi% of
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acoustic or light waves, such as those generated during radio wave and infrared data
communications. For example, the term "carrier medium" shall accordingly be
taken to included, but not be limited to, solid-state memories, a computer product
embodied in optical and magnetic media, a medium bearing a propagated signal
detectable by at least one processor of one or more processors and representing a set
of instructions that when executed implement a method, a carrier wave bearing a
propagated signal detectable by at least one processor of the one or more processors
and representing the set of instructions a propagated signal and representing the set
of instructions, and a transmission medium in a network bearing a propagated signal
detectable by at least one processor of the one or more processors and representing
the set of instructions.

It will be understood that the steps of methods discussed are performed in

one embodiment by an appropriate processor (or processors) of a processing system



Traditional gaming activities necessarily involve the customers or players
putting their money at risk of loss. The present invention, at least in some of
its preferred forms, modifies the traditional ways of operating such activities
to give players the option of risk-free participation while retaining the
opportunity to win prizes, potentially-adngside more risky though still
modified participation by other players. Traditional gaming activities, by
defiitfoR RASIE B YA Bt ComRUtHERIA y RS SEd bt the
presangéneniio alsableastdRisodniapredetiredtiemnibadimeaitts, daag pwticular
resemble the.opsration. of iaditonal gamingachities., Rater, f modifies
traditional gaming ndeven | estlna%operatlons and conseqﬂently is able to
préswiiiceted stoinens apnyiRyeis witineey frodudementingshe fraetinanlite, or
withe i e iRk et ek{Ra0 a6 BTigl GOt FhARGIRFSHiRadtnioduce

new outcomes that have not hitherto been available. In these and many 80 _

0 JREPIESPEMREAREINAHBon represents a practical and commercially
significargoiwﬁerﬁ)t\é%wﬁgéa?{%%he prior art. Although the invention has been
with T

describe eference to specific examples, it will be appreciated by those
skilled in thie zmszated ahirtvanivomn ambydoaceimdssdiddd hareamindtiisrofoietes.
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embodiments of the invention, those skilled in the art will recognize that
otHB M AHRHRIHHH HERfidBRS oA, BY Hate mebelNatneLt QEsarHE from
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Traditional gaming activities necessarily involve the customers or players
putting their money at risk of loss. The present invention, at least in some of its
preferred forms, modifies the traditional ways of operating such activities to give
players the option of risk-free participation while retaining the opportunity to win
prizes, potentially alongside more risky though still modified participation by other
players. Traditional gaming activities, by definition, involve putting money or
valuables at risk, and to that extent the present invention, at least in some preferred
embodiments, does not resemble the operation of traditional gaming activities.
Rather, it modifies traditional gaming and even investing operations and
consequently is able to present the customers or players with new products of a risk-
free nature, or with altered risk/return, risk/chance or risk/cost characteristics, to

produce new outcomes that have not hitherto been available. In these and many



criteria and a complementary proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk;
receiving, for each player, data indicative of the entry fee provided by that
player and a risk profile selected by that player; allocating to each player, on
the basis of the entry fee provided by that player and the risk profile selected
by that player, one or more entries i flation to the gaming activity; and
updating a database with data indicative of the allocation of one or. more

ent)r‘il%? {55BEEh PIayBiension HRSEREYS ABrYRY a damrard b ienthe plurality
of iiskrprefilas mmdemlarrwk proflle for WhICh 100% of the entry fee is
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entry feeis refun able and Y% of the entry fee is placed at risk, wherein X +
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proportion of an en 'i’i/ fee that is to be refundable and/or a comp ementary
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affe%tﬁ,sghe relatlve RLOrP%blht of tpﬁltepl%\éeﬁtvl\{llggd g a prize in relation to the
gaming acth V|y| exchange or the 6 fee provided. 8. A method according

to any preceding claim wherein the rlsk proflle selected by a given player
affects the number of entries allocated to that player in exchange for the
entry fee provided. 9. A method according to any preceding claim wherein,
for a first risk profile, a



given player is allocated a predetermined number of entries in exchange for a
predetermined entry fee, and, for a second risk profile, a given player is
allocated an increased number of entries for the same predetermined entry
fee, wherein the first risk profile defines a greater proportion of the entry fee
that is refundable compared with the $kcond risk profile. 10. A method
according to any preceding claim wherein the number of entries allocated to
M@yer is related to a contribution made by or on behalf of that player

to § prize %th&&fd“&b%'aﬂl ACERIADG.! %@5 cin ﬁ?&ﬂty‘%@é}%?ser of

entries allocated to a given player is deter ding to the formula:
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preceding claim wherein the risk profile selected by a given player affects the
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entresng adtddatethdl 7. A method according to any preceding claim wherein,

fora frs i PTG A en Pl lReiSg ARIEdRIETTINEd Amber o
entries in excha ora predetermlne entry fee, an or a second risk

profieica tgivedh playar is allocated the same predetermined number of entries
for less than the predetermined entry fee, wherein the first risk profile defines
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A method according to claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the plurality of risk

profiles includes a risk profile for which 100% of the entry fee is placed at risk.

4. A method according to any preceding claim wherein the plurality of risk
profiles includes at least one risk profile for which X% of the entry fee is refundable
and Y% of the entry fee is placed at risk, wherein X +Y = 100 and wherein 0 <X <
100.

5. A method according to any preceding claim wherein the plurality of risk
profiles includes a plurality of risk profiles for which X% of the entry fee is
refundable and Y% of the entry fee is placed at risk, wherein X +Y = 100 and
wherein 0 < X < 100.

6. A method according to any preceding claim wherein at least one risk profile

is defined in response to data indicative of a player’s selective designation of a



player in exchange for the entry fee provided. 19. A method according to any
preceding claim wherein, for a first risk profile, a given player is able to win a
prize having a first value in exchange for a predetermined entry fee, and, for
a second risk profile, a given player is able to win a prize having a second
value in exchange for the same predetérmined entry fee, wherein the second
value is greater than the first value, and wherein the first risk profile defines a
gré’é?@P'g‘r?ib%?ﬁB SRR SR fadtralrdpBlt ARYBIE COMPSREI®ith the
sepasibitiok pfaideni.fée tethoad Bephkdihg idsiany preceding claim including
the steps of: identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming activity;
awarding PRzaR 10, L6 Py &y 89 gm%ﬁhg’mﬁﬁ%&téiﬁ%h\é’%@ pilagatedinq
accordance with a predetermined prize distribution protocol; and for each
plael BKET SEtsetad e AR SFGTIE rBIORAMEHYChBIRL AR P rEPBIRA RS-83_ o
therenion feehs gatingablejyafunding gb eorefindableppopadsan of the entry
fee. 21. A method according to claim 20 wherein awarding the prizes
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players to whom winning entries were allocated. 22. A method according to
clalibh 28 6P i ST APe M T ROGRAEAD RSB HI & PR riARrse
prapetiivemat the gotnddee includes making the refundable proportion of the
entry fee available for collection by or on behalf of that players. 23. A method
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refundable proportion of the entry fee includes, for at least one player:
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allocating to the at least.on er one or more entries in relation to the
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prmt@g@sggdggr%qypfotgg_includes, for at least one player: defining the

refundable portion of the entry fee as a subsequent entry fee in relation to a

c-}lm'n% activity; allocating to the at least orfje BI%Yero e or more
{I o) ?Oct%r ing’to any preceding claim wherein the humber of entries

supsequent g
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allocated to a given player is related to a contribution made by or on behalf of that

player to a prize pool.

11. A method according to claim 10 wherein the number of entries allocated to a
given player is determined according to the formula:

E =kA+B

player

wherein Ejjayer 1s the number of entries allocated to a particular player in exchange
for the entry fee provided by that player, A is a parameter related to the contribution
made by or on behalf of that player to the prize pool, B is an adjustment factor, and k
is a proportionality factor selected such that the allocation of entries follows a

predetermined risk/chance favouritism protocol.

12. A method according to claim 11 wherein 0.01 <k < 100.



subsequent gaming activity in exchange for the subsequent entry fee. 25. A
method according to claim 23 wherein the subsequent gaming activity is a
gaming activity provided by a method according to claim 23. 26. A method
according to any preceding claim including the steps of: identifying, for each
entry fee, a total contribution amount &8rresponding to that entry fee, the
total contribution amount including: i. a primary contribution amount

cornprisiny HSEPISEEHIRIP Shirahtry e thATi& 51588 at risk, less any
predefined deductions; and ii. a supplementary contribution amount; - 85 -
corbining thethedaiceortinbitichiamdurhsrentke tespective entry fees to form
a prize pool; identifying one or more winning entries; distributing the prize
poo amoAgntikoplayerdite whtiminiihgeniies were allocated in
accordance with a predetermined prize distribution protocol. 27. A method
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contribution amount corresponds to an amount derived from one or more
soliice 8 LaldLiEr BRI BFSUACUmPHEIHY [ ettt derived by

subjeatieehahdeaghd@ropariies iohthabealry fee to an investment procedure
for a period of time; an operator contribution; and a third-party contribution.
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supplementary contribution amount corresponds to an amount derived from
anSIHFRRIENS Rl Wt RIS ok RIS LREMG A OfeASS Bropeitias Htthat entry
fegtedaRriniMestmentpraaedure fReamperpgrofitinegi2éh Adnethad aserding
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18. A method according to any preceding claim wherein the risk profile selected
by a given player affects one or more characteristics of a prize winnable by that

player in exchange for the entry fee provided.

19. A method according to any preceding claim wherein, for a first risk profile, a
given player is able to win a prize having a first value in exchange for a
predetermined entry fee, and, for a second risk profile, a given player is able to win
a prize having a second value in exchange for the same predetermined entry fee,
wherein the second value is greater than the first value, and wherein the first risk
profile defines a greater proportion of the entry fee that is refundable compared with

the second risk profile.

20. A method according to any preceding claim including the steps of:
identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming activity;
awarding prizes to the players to whom winning entries were allocated in

accordance with a predetermined prize distribution protocol; and

for each player who selected a risk profile for which a non-zero proportion of



identifying an undistributed portion of the prize pool; investing at least a
proportion of the undistributed portion of the prize pool to generate an
investment return; adding an amount corresponding to at least a proportion of
the investment return to a subsequent prize pool in relation to a subsequent
gaming activity. 30. A method accordiffjto claim 29 wherein the subsequent
gaming activity is a gaming activity provided by a method according to claim
20 N8I 51 IS BRI ELeHcHTG 15 Y PRI AR 1RE step
of allocating to each player one or more entries includes, for a given player:
forzhe proporthed efavidiagteycleentABmbotatadaadingkhanoeetingtdahe
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as a_ winning entry a primary prize is awarded to the player; for the proportion

of thinpgsfEesars2etailable, allocating to the player one or more
secondary entries, whereby in the case that one of the secondary entries is
ideRtified/ametlwihming dngripalsaedidasiapnZd istewardedagivve playssr. 32. A
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payout ratio, and the primary prize is awarded to the player based on the
praperaBiendiitihe eHiY fea A0l Maceitrei MRy AR @RS BHyUPRREY &S. A

method according to claim 31 or claim 32 wherein, in the case that the
priﬁi@r_y ehungcﬁls@m@m@@ anyionsod @ﬂw,%@é’éwhﬂahytbﬂsﬂyngﬁot_
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to 33 wherein, in the case that the primary entr%qls not identified as a winning
entry, the'sBRBsdhTyeEAghls nasitmlthecatyifisiab e est Rt that a given

play@sdgianhanmyaraan=ereoiepeiian aitheaniss éaeiis; refandable wins

one of the primary prize or the secondary prize. 35. A method.according to
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incorrrey addigrgrarg antounticoxdspantinth¢cubsteastizpryportion of the
supplementary income to a secondary prize pool; refunding to each player
thexpropostiaaifdhe: eiaing fiee hiat 13 taferadatlestep of refunding the refundable

proportion of the entry fee includes, for at least one player:

defining the refundable portion of the entry fee as a subsequent entry fee in
relation to a subsequent gaming activity;

allocating to the at least one player one or more entries in relation to the

subsequent gaming activity in exchange for the subsequent entry fee.

25. A method according to claim 23 wherein the subsequent gaming activity is a

gaming activity provided by a method according to claim 23.

26. A method according to any preceding claim including the steps of:
identifying, for each entry fee, a total contribution amount corresponding to
that entry fee, the total contribution amount including;:
i. aprimary contribution amount comprising the proportion of
the entry fee that is placed at risk, less any predefined
deductions; and

ii. a supplementary contribution amount;



distributing the secondary prize pool, in accordance with a predetermined
prize distribution protocol, amongst the players to whom winning secondary
entries were allocated. -87- 36. A method according to claim 35 wherein
deriving supplementary income includes subjecting at least a proportion of
the entry fees to an investment procedfre’to generate supplementary
income in the form of an investment return. 37, A method according to any
preceding W REHRT ARy S ABRYHA Gt e ST BINg EP SR DR of
thea @nitty ffed;provided by that player and the risk profile selected by that
player, one or more een(t);i%s }Q Vrv%%giﬁ)negqnthse gaming activity, is performed
such that such’thét 1or each player the Tisk profile selected affects at least
one chardieistioofrtherigneast asves dhlopkedsdnibenB8imingethibigfoicre
ProYiing £ Q3B AAIVER WB&@Q&B'&H%U% QfAYEIEH II%%MJ:GE respective
entry fees, the method including the steps of: defining a risk profile, the risk
profje defining, 1005210 ranarion alan,cAiry fee ihat s gefypdable on the
basis of prélaee ermined refund critéria and a’ comﬁiemen 1gry proportion of the
entypfdedrig qsinlcdbytanrskoyacaiviery ofids tawhaplayelr deratedifiiwativeoof
the,Rpiny. (k& Prenided tynfhak RiayghyRliaeating to each player, on the basis

of the entry fee provided by that player and the risk profile, one or more
entries in*fEIRYSHY HENGARTHYCA GNP et edhiratiigPaoaataea sk it intita
indiesaiiven ohibgnadtagabicsat ane penvdref @itties to each player. 39. A
method a&cordi%rtg c{a}mutBS_vgrrllgrein, for the risk profile, X% of the entry
fee is refdndabie and Y% of theé entry fee is placed at risk, wherein X +Y =
100 and wHeréiprOy<cdiil@®@n40. A method according to claim 38 or claim 39
including the steps of: identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming

actigity; awasthngapti@as odhgplaeishioemhamawiRBingenteesivere
allocated in accordgr%c with a lpredetermir(%egl prize distrieputiog protocol; and
Su ementary cqntribufion amount corresppnds to .amount derived from an .
for'e p?aye Who selected a'ris proﬂPe or which a non-zero proportion of
therenstynfaerisumfderntiad by sehjeding ahleast fuprdableoprofibatientiof v emtry

fe8nvestment procedure for a period of time.

29. A method according to any preceding claim including the steps of:

identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming activity;

providing a prize pool for distribution in accordance with a predetermined
prize distribution protocol amongst the players to whom winning entries were
allocated;

identifying an undistributed portion of the prize pool;

investing at least a proportion of the undistributed portion of the prize pool to
generate an investment return;

adding an amount corresponding to at least a proportion of the investment

return to a subsequent prize pool in relation to a subsequent gaming activity.

30. A method according to claim 29 wherein the subsequent gaming activity is a

gaming activity provided by a method according to claim 29.



- 88 - 41. A method according to claim 40 wherein the step of refunding the
refundable proportion of the entry fee includes, for at least one player:
defining the refundable portion of the entry fee as at least part of a
subsequent entry fee in relation to a subsequent gaming activity; allocating to
the at least one player one or more entfies in relation to the subsequent
gaming activity in exchange for the subsequent entry fee. 42. A method
accdrding B LA TN W r%ﬁﬁc?ﬁél%%ﬁ‘%f‘m?&ﬂﬂ g tife Yerlindlprt
pragactitiday ef dhe @miky deetiirsliidglclo fatd gashgie glayer: defining the
refundabl prion of ihe MY I58 5.4 SRssAUET AN fee IR JRigfion o a
subsequent gar%lrpg activity; alffoc ting to the at least one p?ayer ne or more
enfiegin rslananagthevsudsequbnegamirdghactivigrincaghaidgatioedaea
SU%ﬁﬁﬂg%ﬁﬁ%ﬂéxﬁﬂ%&ﬁri& ﬁQ%Wé%Qeﬁ%%@iﬁlgfé};daim 41 wherein the
subsequent gaming activitty isa gamiré%gl,ctlvity provided by a method

accordingfel‘bt ArePREioarTAbg iy ey H&ﬁ?&‘f@%ﬁf iR denie 25Y5 43
inchudingnibe stepsiafy daeptifyhe.eorieachcanritydameatotialseanidibytatiies
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i
inclu INg: I a primary contribution amouht comprising the prgglg?ﬁ'on of the
entry fee that is placed at risk, less any predefined deductions; and ii. a
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winning enﬁyles were :ilocafle N aCCOI’O% ce wi h a predetermlned prize

distribution protocol. 45. A method according to claim 44 wherein, for a given
enty fee ARSRRShAEREREAR LM b At EduriteEsifegibners tdhahtiimount
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an investment r(-%turn derived by subjecting at least a proportion of that entry
as a winning entry.

34. A method according to any one of claims 31 to 33 wherein, in the case that
the primary entry is not identified as a winning entry, the secondary entry is
identified as a winning entry, such that a given player for whom a non-zero
proportion of the entry fee is refundable wins one of the primary prize or the

secondary prize.

35. A method according to any one of claims 31 to 34 including the steps of:
deriving supplementary income;
adding an amount corresponding to at least a proportion of the
supplementary income to a secondary prize pool;
refunding to each player the proportion of the entry fee that is refundable;
distributing the secondary prize pool, in accordance with a predetermined
prize distribution protocol, amongst the players to whom winning secondary entries

were allocated.



fee to an investment procedure for a period of time; an operator contribution;
and a third-party contribution. 46. A method according to claim 44 or 45
wherein, for a given entry fee, the supplementary contribution amount
corresponds to an amount derived from an investment return derived by
subjecting at least a proportion of that®éntry fee to an investment procedure
for a period of time. 47. A method according to any one of claims 38 to 47
incl3ding B2 IMEHRHE One'BFHIB ARG RIS B8 Saming
actinvityideprovijdinggaplize ppalforidistiiutianrinfascoraamnceswitimieprocedure
pregetermined prize.distribution profocal amonast e players, o whom
winning entries were allbcate ; |cri'enti$y|ng an undistrbuted portion of the
prize pool; investing at least a proportion of the undistributed portion of the
pri2é poof B HeAEsEUrRiR ABtRIsht e MR an s HieR At HiRmHEa ©
vakielcplraspondiagakis alf ibashapfapaticde o byt e presinasd thetiskpiofie
subsequent prize pool in relation to a.subsequent gaming .activjty. 48. A
W O SR e S A T
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acearding1a Ry onef Hlaips.a8 1o 48whergindhe step of allocating to each
player one or more entries includes, for a given player: for the proportion of

the, entry fee that is placed.at risk, allocating to,the. player a primary entry,
by i R e e DB POy o
primvarydpricpdstiawentie dets. the plilred;ifotudiagtiopomioelof the entry fee that
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whereby in the case that one of the secondary entries is identified as a
wirsRiRgTEnthytds detdebinopribehesitwh Rt iR HIsiEd coiterisanddmethod
accongingnta@lgipiopdribhieseindbeprineanianpypdasamsissociated payout

ratio, and the primaly, pies s awrded o the plgyer based o the ropgiton
of the entry fee that is'placed at risk and‘the payout ratio:
player;
allocating to each player, on the basis of the entry fee provided by that player
and the risk profile, one or more entries in relation to the gaming activity; and

updating a database with data indicative of the allocation of one or more

entries to each player.

39. A method according to claim 38 wherein, for the risk profile, X% of the
entry fee is refundable and Y% of the entry fee is placed at risk, wherein X +Y =
100 and wherein 0 < X < 100.

40. A method according to claim 38 or claim 39 including the steps of:
identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming activity;
awarding prizes to the players to whom winning entries were allocated in
accordance with a predetermined prize distribution protocol; and
for each player who selected a risk profile for which a non-zero proportion of

the entry fee is refundable, refunding the refundable proportion of the entry fee.



51. A method according to any one of claims 38 to 50 wherein, in the case
that the primary entry is identified as a winning entry, the secondary entry is
not identified as a winning entry. 52. A method according to any one of
claims 38 to 51 wherein, in the case that the primary entry is not identified as
a winning entry, the secondary entry-i§8idéntified as a winning entry, such
that a given player for whom a non-zero p'rolﬁgrtion of the entry fee is

reftihdabré WHY DA TIIAE BrAMR BrIE sIHY LeRehiry g hiessfupdable
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predetermined prize distribution protocol, amongst the Ely%ers to whom
€ording to claim
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53 wherein deriving supplementary income includes subjecting at least a
profortion ofcthedeasayrdesstos amirfestilerbproctdistep tf yénehagthe
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providing a gaming activity wherein a plurality of players provide resge(_:tive
entry feeSCtHengyRti{IRMIIIRG LOProlbs SoF ¥ Rttt SOy BLH Bt e I
mathatbetpiavisiag e gaming agtivity according to any one of claims 1 to 54.

56. A comHuter-retanglq Par{ier mFdium carrying a set aof in§truction[ﬁ that
a O(iat(l:}l% 0 € at 1east onc ayer onc or Mmo enfries 1n relation to (]
when executed By one or more processors cause the one or more

provbssmentgatainy atitydy mettabdngt feo didis wqgeniegradtivity according to
any one of claims 1 to 54.
43. A method according to claim 41 wherein the subsequent gaming activity is a

gaming activity provided by a method according to claim 41.

44. A method according to any one of claims 38 to 43 including the steps of:
identifying, for each entry fee, a total contribution amount corresponding to
that entry fee, the total contribution amount including:

i. aprimary contribution amount comprising the proportion of
the entry fee that is placed at risk, less any predefined
deductions; and

ii. a supplementary contribution amount;
combining the total contribution amounts of the respective entry fees to form
a prize pool;
identifying one or more winning entries;
distributing the prize pool among the players to whom winning entries were

allocated in accordance with a predetermined prize distribution protocol.

45. A method according to claim 44 wherein, for a given entry fee, the
supplementary contribution amount corresponds to an amount derived from one or

more sources selected from a group comprising:
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an investment return derived by subjecting at least a proportion of that entry
fee to an investment procedure for a period of time;
an operator contribution; and

a third-party contribution.

46. A method according to claim 44 or 45 wherein, for a given entry fee, the
supplementary contribution amount corresponds to an amount derived from an
investment return derived by subjecting at least a proportion of that entry fee to an

investment procedure for a period of time.

47. A method according to any one of claims 38 to 47 including the steps of:

identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming activity;

providing a prize pool for distribution in accordance with a predetermined
prize distribution protocol amongst the players to whom winning entries were
allocated;

identifying an undistributed portion of the prize pool;

investing at least a proportion of the undistributed portion of the prize pool to
generate an investment return;

adding an amount having a value corresponding to at least a proportion of
the investment return to a subsequent prize pool in relation to a subsequent gaming

activity.

48. A method according to claim 47 wherein the subsequent gaming activity is a

gaming activity provided by a method according to claim 47.

49. A method according to any one of claims 38 to 48wherein the step of
allocating to each player one or more entries includes, for a given player:

for the proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk, allocating to the
player a primary entry, whereby in the case that the primary entry is identified as a
winning entry a primary prize is awarded to the player;

for the proportion of the entry fee that is refundable, allocating to the player
one or more secondary entries, whereby in the case that one of the secondary entries

is identified as a winning entry a secondary prize is awarded to the player.
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50. A method according to claim 49 wherein the primary entry has an associated
payout ratio, and the primary prize is awarded to the player based on the proportion

of the entry fee that is placed at risk and the payout ratio.

51. A method according to any one of claims 38 to 50 wherein, in the case that
the primary entry is identified as a winning entry, the secondary entry is not

identified as a winning entry.

52. A method according to any one of claims 38 to 51 wherein, in the case that
the primary entry is not identified as a winning entry, the secondary entry is
identified as a winning entry, such that a given player for whom a non-zero
proportion of the entry fee is refundable wins one of the primary prize or the

secondary prize.

53. A method according to any one of claims 38 to 52 including the steps of:
deriving supplementary income;
adding an amount having a value corresponding to at least a proportion of
the supplementary income to a secondary prize pool;
refunding to each player the proportion of the entry fee that is refundable;
distributing the secondary prize pool, in accordance with a predetermined
prize distribution protocol, amongst the players to whom winning secondary entries

were allocated.

54. A method according to claim 53 wherein deriving supplementary income
includes subjecting at least a proportion of the entry fees to an investment procedure

to generate supplementary income in the form of an investment return.

55. A system for providing a gaming activity wherein a plurality of players
provide respective entry fees, the system including a processor configured to carry

out a method of providing a gaming activity according to any one of claims 1 to 54.

56. A computer-readable carrier medium carrying a set of instructions that when
executed by one or more processors cause the one or more processors to carry out a

method of providing a gaming activity according to any one of claims 1 to 54.





