dhe present invention is an apparatus and nethod for joi

ning participants

In a conferencing system 1In a conputer conferencing system having a
plurality of participants coupled by a comunication nmedi um each
partici pant of the plurality of participants having a neeting nmanager, a

process and apparatus is disclosed for joining particip

conferenci ng system This process conprises the steps of:
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public neeting information generated by any of the plural ity of

partici pants, the public neeti ngglgifl(gﬁatlon i ncl udes zero or nore pages of
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systemn having a plurality of participants coupled by a communication

medium, each participant of the plurality of participants having a

meeting manager, a process and apparatus is disclosed for joining

participants in the conferencing system. This process comprises the

steps of: 1) collecting public meeting information generated by any of

the plurality of participants, the public meeting information

includes

zero or more pages of annotations; 2) receiving a connection indication

from a joining participant; 3) receiving joining meeting information

from the joining participant; 4) comparing the public meeting

information with the joining meeting information and generating a set

of differences; and 5) selectively sending. the set of differences to the

joining participant or the plurality of participants or both the joining

participant and the plurality of participants. The process of the present

invention further includes the step of collecting private meeting

information from a local participant in which the meeting manager is

resident. The private meeting information is different from the public

meeting information and the private meeting information is

not

accessible to participants of the plurality of conference participants

other than the local participant.
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_invention further includes the step of collecting private neeting
information froma | ocal participant in which the neeting nanager is
resident. The private neeting information is different fromthe public
<meeting informati on and the private neeting information is not accessible
to participants of the plurality of conference participants other than the
| ocal participant. In the present invention, one and only one
participant of the plurality of participants is assigned an arbitrator
- status, the arbitrator status being dynam cally nodifiable. The one
participant is denoted as the arbitrator participant.

In the present invention, one and only one participant of the plurality

of participants is assigned an arbitrator status, the arbitrator status
being dynamically modifiable. The ope participant is denoted as the
arbitrator participant.
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