ABSTRACT An order information database (22a) stores
order information being information concerning a
plurality of orders. A virtual actual article

i nformati on database (22c) stores virtual actua
article information being information concerning
virtual actual articles created by conbining a
plurality of Kkinds of ZzR$DBRCArticles. A set creation
processing wunit (25) creates sets each conbining a
part of or all of a plurality of orders to be opti mum
for the wvirtual actual article based on or
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26) eates “assignment OfF mat i"on™ of ~assI gni ng
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pr ocessi ng unlt (25) to the optinmum actual article.
information being information concerning virtual

actual articles created by combining a plurality of
kinds of actual articles. A set creation processing
unit (25) creates sets each combining a part of cor
all of a plurality of orders to be cptimum for the
virtual actual article based on order infcrmation
referring to the order information database (22a),
and the virtual actual article information referring
to the virtual actual article information database
{22¢). An assignment processing unit (26) creates
assignment information of assigning each ¢f the sets
created by the set creation processing unit {(25) to

the optimum actual article.
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