
The present invention is based on the finding that the envelope proteins of
HCV induce a beneficial immune response in chronically HCV-infected
chimpanzees. The immunization can preferentially be carried out using HCV
envelope proteins in the form of particles which are produced in a
detergent-assisted manner. The envelope proteins when presented as such to
chronic HCV carriers are highly immunnogenic and stimulate both the
cellular and humoral immune response.    


