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(57) Abstract

A cutting insert (10) has an upper surface (12) bounded by a cutting edge (14), a base (16),
shape of the peripheral flank surface (18) varies along the height of the cutting insert (10). Near
s:onfonns to round_or polygonal gcometry of the cuiting edge (14) so as to provide support for
insert (1_0), thc.penpheml flank surface (18) is shaped to provide transverse bearing surfaces (38) which have considerably lower pressure
angl;s, i.e., resistance to turning moments, than would be provided by the inherent geometry of the cutting edge. Preferably, these transverse
bearing surfaces (38) are formed by recessed features such as channels (40, 42), and most preferably, as chevron-type channels.
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