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Abstract

There are provided an 1inexpensive copper
powder, which has a low content of oxygen even it
has a small particle diameter and which has a high
shrinkage starting temperature when it is heated,
and a method for producing the same. While a
molten metal of copper heated to a temperature,
which is higher than the melting point of copper
by 250 to 700 C (preferably 350 to 650 C and more
preferably 450 to 600 C), is allowed to drop, a
high-pressure water 1is sprayed onto the heated
molten metal of copper in a non—-oxidizing
atmosphere (such as an atmosphere of nitrogen,
argon, hydrogen or carbon monoxide) to rapidly cool
and solidify the heated molten metal of copper to
produce a copper powder which has an average
particle diameter of 1 to 10 pgm and a crystallite
diameter Dx(200y ©of not 1less than 40 nm on (200)
plane thereof, the content of oxygen in the copper

powder being 0.7 % by weight or less.



