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R (57) Abstract: The invention relates to a new synthetic process for the production of key
intermediates useful in the synthesis of epothilones or epothilone derivatives, to certain com-
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o pounds used to produce these key intermediates and to a process to produce said compounds.

© Q The intermediates used are represented by formulae II and III, wherein R is selected from
H, alkyl and substituded alkyl and X is an oxygen protecting group.
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