A nmet hod and apparatus for constraining lateral notion of a tape stream ng
across the transducing face of a magnetic head incl udi ng TH®SSPECRAS BERRAI t
ref erence mechani sns and an adj ustnment nmechani sm | ocated in REPMAGEDLt he
two reference nechani sns. Each of the reference nechanis e
for engagenent with a first |ongitudinal tape edge wher%@%@ﬁﬁ@ﬂ@%ﬂﬁ are
plannarly aligned with a predeterm ned tape travel path or
novenent with the first tape edge to guide the first tape edge along the
tape travel path. The adjust nechaABSTRA€Ta surface for engagenent with

t he second | ongi tudinal tape edge The pl ane of adjustnent surface is
parallel to the plane of th FEAFTINGCRAPE BDGE GUIY nount ed for novenent
with the second tape edge. Additionally, t he adj ust rent surface i s nounted
in such a way and in a position effective to urge the first tape edge into
contact with the Aéﬂ@h@‘g ad apparatusfor constyaining Jateralopetiemer a gpet he tape in a

direction perpendicular to the referencge surfagces and the ad ust nment
surface dur iSHGUPISACIRPS SfcansApcing face of a magnetic head including tw 0 spaced

apart reference mechanisms and an adjustment mechanism located in between the

two reference mechanisms. Each of the reference mechanisms has a surface for
engagement with a first longitudinal tape edge where both surfaces are plannarly
aligned with a predetermined tape travel path and mounted for movement with
the first tape edge to guide the first tape edge along the tape travel path. The
adjust mechanism has a surface for engagement with the second longitudinal tape
edge. The plane of adjustment surface is parallel to the plane of the reference
surfaces and mounted for movement with the second tape edge. Additionally, the
adjustment surface is mounted in such a way and in a position effective to urge
the first tape edge into contact with the reference surfaces to mlmmlze movement
of the tape in a direction perpendicular to the reference surfaces and the

adjustment surface during tape advancement.
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