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(57) Abstract: A ribbon cartridge
for a thermal transfer printer is
configured to provide a retractable
feed for a donor ribbon (16) wound
42 on a core (44) within the housing
(46), and a clutch (48) opecratively

L6
\ coupled to the core. A resilient
structure (68, 70) is coupled to the

y

b4 a clutch (48) and to the cartridge
housing (46) such that the release

l of energy stored in the resilient
structure (68, 70) by advance of the

9 donor ribbon produces retraction
b of ribbon slack, if the donor
! ribbon (16) is released or backfed.
‘ Alternatively, a ribbon roll (42)

having a self-contained clutching
and slack take-up capability includes
a hollow core (44) configured to
receive a roll of ribbon (42) and a
clutch having a friction component

configured to induce frictional
cngagement with the core (44). At
. least one end (72, 74) of the clutch is

adapted to be externally constrained,
and a resilient component (68,
70) is located between the friction
component (66) and at least one end
(72, 74) of the clutch.
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clutch (48) and to the cartridge housing (46) such that the rel ease of
energy stored in the resilient structure (68, 70) by advance of the donor
ri bbon produces retraction of ribbon slack, if the donor ribbon (16) is
rel eased or backfed. Alternatively, a ribboaprell{42) —havinga

sel f-contai ned cl utching e up capability includes a hollow
core (44) configured to W5@3§iﬁ|f*ﬁf ribbon (42) and a_clutch having
a friction conponent configured to induce frictional engagenent with the
core (4éhishdd |east one end (72, 74) of the clutch is adapted to be

ext er naH it esiipaisaedreporand a resilient conponent (68, 70) is |ocated

between the friction conponent (66) and at |east one end (72, 74) of the
cl ut ch. Fortwo-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-

ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations” appearing at the begin-

ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazelte.




