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(57) Abstract: The present invention simultaneously reduces the film thickness of a protective film, improves the durability and
corrosion resistance of the protective film, and improves the bonding force of the protective film surface to a lubricating film. Also
provided is a magnetic recording medium with good electromagnetic conversion characteristics and comprising said protective
film. The protective film is for the magnetic recording medium and is characterized by containing fluorine and nitrogen. Also pro-
vided is a method for producing the protective film for the magnetic recording medium, which is characterized by comprising: a
step for forming the protective film on top of a laminate containing a substrate and a metal film layer formed on top of the sub-
strate; and a step for plasma processing the protective film in a fluorine-containing gas and a nitrogen-containing gas.
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