Nany, de¥3 (e%2LrHap3abiP8al ar white goods or brown goods) in a househol d may
contain a clock. Sone systens allow to connect all these devices and the
related clocks to a common bus or network. The conmands for controlling the
¢l ocks are in general limted to readi or witing a given tine or to
broadcasting the tinme of a given cloc 0 one dedi cated device or to the
entire systemor to a part of the system In such known systens it is not
speci f ppgtrapt Whi ch manner a cl ock should react if it receives the tine
broadcast by another clock. It is possible to initialise all clocks to a
given tine but due to tolerances in the different clocks, so achieved
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synchronisation will not be maintained. Regular broadcasting by a special device
'master clock’ has the disadvantage of introducing one device with different ca-
pabilities. In case there are several master clocks, conflicts may occur and the ad-
vantages of a high precision clock will fade away if a lower precision master clock
overrides it. '
One solution is, that only the clock with the highest precision broadcasts its time
to the system, but whenever it fails the next lower precision clock takes over the
broadcasting automatically. The broadcast periods are defined as factorial periods
of a preselected time period.
Another possibility is, that ali devices will broadcast the time with an equal period
but with a different phase and only if no broadcast was received in the preceding
time period. '
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