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(57) Abstract: This invention describes a method of conjugating a cell binding agent such as an antibody with an effector group
(e.g., a cytotoxic agent) or a reporter group (e.g., a radionuclide), whereby the reporter or effector group is first reacted with a bi-
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method described in this invention is advantageous for preparation of stably-linked conjugates of cell binding agents, such as anti-
bodies with effector or reporter groups. This conjugation method provides in high yields conjugates of high purity and homogene-
ity that are without inter-chain cross-linking and inactivated linker residues.
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