
A vacuum processing apparatus is composed of a cassette block and a vacuum
processing block. The cassette block has a cassette table for mounting a
plurality of cassettes containing a sample and an atmospheric transfer
means. The vacuum processing block has a plurality of processing chambers
for performing vacuum processing to the sample and a vacuum transfer means
for transferring the sample. Both of the plan views of the cassette block
and the vacuum processing block are nearly rectangular, and the width of
the cassette block is designed larger than the width of the vacuum
processing block, and the plan view of the vacuum processing apparatus is
formed in an L-shape or a T-shape.    


