WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

A compound having the following general formuls I or

a\rharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof:

R
Ar? N D N
Y
RI Rz E\G/ N/

Formala I

wherein B, D, ENnd G are independently N cr C-R’

with the proviso that least one of them is N;
R’ is selected from t group consisting of hydrogen,
substituted or unsubstituted€\alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl,
cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, ylalkyi, aryl, hetercaryl,
hydroxy, alkyloxy, aryloxy, heteNparyloxzy, acyloxy,
arylacyleoxy, hetercarylacyloxy, alkylsulfonyloxy,
arylsulfonyloxy, thio, alkylthio, ar¥lthio, amino,
alkvlamine, dialkylamino, cycloalkylam§no,
heterocycloalkylamine, arylamino, heteroZrylamino,
acylamino, arylacylamino, hetercarylacylam
alkylsulfonylamino, arylisulfonylamine, acyl,\arvlacyl,
hetercarylacyl, alkylsulfinyl, arylsulfinyl,
heterocarylsulfinyl, hydroxysulfonyl, alkylsulfonkl,
aryisulfonyl, heteroarylsulfonvyl, aminosulfonyl,
substituted aminosulfonyl, carboxy, alkoxycarbonyl,
cycloalkyloxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, carbamoyl,

substituted carbamoyl, halogen, cyano, isocyano and nit
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R is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen,
alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl,
rylalkyl, aryl, heteroaryl, acyl, arylacyl,
ercarylacyl, alkylsulfinyl, arylsulfinyl,
oarylsulfinyl, hydroxysulfonyl, alkylsulfonyl,
fonyl, hetercarylsulfonyl, aminosulfonyl,
ed aminosulfonyl, alkoxycarbonyl,
xycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, carbamoyl and

substituted \carbamoyl;

R* and R? aXe selected from the group consisting of:
(a2) inddpendently selected from the group
consisting of hydroden, alkyl, alkenyl, alkynvyl,
cycloalkyl, heterocycdoalkyl, arvylalkyl, aryl, hetercaryl,
acyl, arylacyl, heteroaNylacyl, alkylsulfinyl,
arylsulfinyl, hetercarylsNlfinyl, hydroxysulfonyl,
alkylsulfonyl, arylsulfonyl)\ heteroarylsulfonyl,
aminosulfonyl, substituted amf\nosulionyl, alkoxycarbonyl,
cycloalkyloxycarbonyl, aryloxycyrbonyl, carbamoyl and
substituted carbamoyl;
(b} R! and R? together witM the carbon atom they
are attached to form a substituted orxr\unsubstituted ring,
which optionally include one or more heNercatoms in the
ring;
(e¢) R! or thogether with the carWon atom it is
attached to, the nitrogen next to this carbon\ the carbon
between this nitrogen and E ¢r D, and the R’ of\E or D
when 2 or D is C-R’, form a substituted or unsub
ring, which optionally include one or more hetercaitms in
the ring; and
{(d&) R' or R® together with the carbon atom it

attached to, and at least some of the carbons of ar®, for
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a substituted or unsubstituted ring, which optionally

include one or more hetercatoms in the ring; and

ar' and Ar? are independently (un)substituted aryl or

heXeroaryl.

2. The\ compound of claim 1, wherein R! is hydrogen.
3. The compound of claim 1, wherein R? is hydrogen.
4. The compound claim 1, wherein Ar' is mono-

substituted phenyl.

5. The compound of claim\ 1, wherein Ar? is mono-

substituted phenyl.

6. The compound of claim 4, whdyein said mono-

substituted phenyl is ethoxy-pheny

7. The compound of claim 1, wherein t compound of
Formula I is selected from the group consNting of [3-(4-
Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazo[4,5-blpyridin-6-yN - (4-ethyl-
benzyl) -amine; [3- (6-Ethoxy-pyridin-3-y1)-3H-N\nidazo([4, 5~
blpyridin-6-yl]- (4-ethyl-benzyl)-~amine; [3- (4~E¥hoxy-
phenyl)-3H-imidazo (4, 5-blpyridin-6-y1]- (5-methyl-Ryridin-
2-ylmethyl)-amine; [l-{4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-1H-imidazo[X, 5~
plpyridin-5-yl]- (4-ethyl-benzyl)-amine; [1l-(4-BEthoxy-
phenyl) -1H-benzotriazol-5-yl] - (4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine;

{3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-3H-imidazo[4, 5-blpyridin-6-yl]-N-(4-
ethyl-benzyl) ~acetamide; N-[3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-3H-
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imidazo[4, 5-b]lpyridin-6-yl]-N-(4-ethyl-benzyl)-benzamide;
2~Dimethylamino-N-[3~ (4-ethoxy-phenyl)-3H~-imidazo[4, 5-
blpyridin-6-yl]-N-(4-ethyl-benzyl)-acetamide
ydrochloride; N-[3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl}-3H-imidazo[4,5~
blypvridin-6-yl]-N-{(4-ethyl-benzyl)}-succinamic acid; N-{3-

benzenesuNonamide; and (3-(4~Ethoxy-phenyl)-3H-
[1,2,3)triaxplo[4,5-blpyridin-6-yl] - {(4-ethyl-benzyl)-

amine.

8. The compoundNf c¢laim 1, wherein the compound of
Formula I is [3-(4-Rthoxy-phenyl)-3H-imidazo[4, 5-
blpyridin-6-yl] - (4-etNyl-~benzyl) -amine.

9. The compound of claily 1, wherein the compound of
Formula I is [1-(4-Ethoxy-pNenyl)-1H-benzotriazol-5-yl]-
{4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine.

10. The compound of claim 1, where\n the compound of
Formula I is [3- (4-Bthozy-phenyl)-3H-\1,2,3itriazolc[4,5-
bipyridin-6-yl]-(4-ethyl~benzyl)-amine.

11. A pharmaceutical composition comprisi a

pharmaceutically acceptable carrier and the

claim 1.
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12. A method for the treatment or prophvlaxis of a viral
infection ox disease associated therewith, comprising
administering in a therapeutically effective amount to a
ammal in need thereof, a compound of Formula I below or a

rmaceutically acceptable salt thereof:

i
Ar? N D N
\f T %
R! R2 E. =~/
¢ N
Art

Formula I
wherein B, D, and G are independently N or C-R’

with the proviso tha\ at least one of them is N;

R’ is selected from\the grcup consisting of hydrogen,
gsubstituted or unsubstitutkd alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl,
cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl)\ arylalkyl, aryl, heteroaryl,
hydroxy, alkyloxy, arvloxy, heNerocaryloxy, acvlexy,
arylacyloxy, heterovarylacyloxy, Rlkylsulfonyloxy,
arylsulfonyloxy, thio, alkylthic, Yrylthic, amino,
alkylamino, dialkylamino, cycloalkyIymino,
neterocycloalkylamino, arylamine, hetegoarylamino,
acylamino, arylacylamino, hetercarylacylgmino,
alkylsulfonylamino, arylsulfonylamino, acWw, arylacyl,
heteroarylacyl, alkylsulfinyl, arylsulfinyl,
heteroarylsulfinyl, hydroxysulfonyl, alkylsul
arylsulfonyl, heteroarylsulfonyl, aminosulfonyl,;
substituted aminosulfonyl, carboxy, alkoxycarbony
cycloalkyloxycarbonyl, arylioxycarbonyl, carbamoyl,

substituted carbamoyl, halogen, c¢yano, isocyano and n

R 1s selected from the group ceonsisting of hydrogen,

alkyl, aikenvl, alkynyl, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl,
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arylalkyl, aryl, hetercaryl, acyl, arylacyl,
heterocarylacyl, alkylsulfinyl, arylsulfinyl,
hetercarylsulfinyl, hydroxysulfonyl, alkylsulfonyl,
rylsulfonyl, heterocarylsulfonyl, aminosulfonyl,
spstituted aminosulfonyl, alkoxycarbonyl,

cycMhalkyloxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, carbamoyl and

R’ and R? are selected from the group consisting of:

} independently selected from the group
consisting of\hydrogen, alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl,
cycloalkyl, hetXrocycloalkyl, arylalkyl, aryl, hetercaryl,
acyl, arylacyl, hRtercarylacyl, alkylsulfinyl,
arylsulfinyl, heterfarylsulfinyl, hydroxysulfonyvl,
alkylsulfonyl, arylsuNfenyl, hetercarylsulfonyl,
aminosulfonyl, substitu{ed amincsulfonyl, alkoxycarbonyl,
cycloalkyloxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, carbamoyl and
substituted carbamovl:

(b) R! and R? togeth\r with the carbon atom they
are attached to form a substitiXed or unsubstituted ring,
which optionally include one or re hetercatoms in the
ring;

(c) R! or R? together with Npe carbon atom it is
attached to, the nitrogen next to thisZgarbon, the carbon
between this nitrogen and E or D, and th& R’ of E ox D
when B or D is C-R’, form a substituted orNinsubstituted
ring, which optionally include one or more hdfteroatoms in
the ring; and

(d) R! or thogether with the carbon adom it is
attached to, and at least some of the carbons of A 2, form
a substituted or unsubstituted ring, which opticnall

include one or more heteroatoms in the ring; and
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ar! and ar? are independently (un)substituted aryl or

heteroaryl.

3. The method of claim 12, wherein R* is hydrogen.

14. \The method of claim 12, wherein R? is hydrogen.

15. The m&hod of claim 12, wherein Ar' is mono-

substituted

16. The method oM claim 12, wherein Ar? is mono-

substituted phenyl.

17. The method of claim N\l 6, wherein said mono-substituted

phenyl is ethoxy-phenyl.

18. The method of claim 12, whéyein the compound of
Formula I is selected from the grdp consisting of [3-(4-
Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazoi4,5-b]lpyrNdin-6-yli- (4~ethyl-
benzyl}-amine; [3-(6-Ethoxy-pyridin-331)-3H-imidazo[4,5-
blpyridin-6~yl]-{4-ethyl-benzyl)-amine; \[3- (4-Ethoxy-
phenyl) -3E-imidazo [4, 5-blpyridin-6-y1] - ({5N\nethyl-pyridin-
2-ylmethyl)-amine; [1-{4-Ethoxy-phenyl})-1H-Nnidazo[4, 5-
blpyridin-5-yl]-{4-éthyl-benzyl)~amine; [1-(4

ethyl-benzyl)-acetamide; N-[3-{(4-Ethoxy-phenyl}-3H-
imidazo[4,5-blpyridin-6-y1}~N-(4-ethyl-benzyl) -benzamyde;
2-Dimethylamino~N-{3-{4-ethoxy-phenyl)-3H-imidazo[4, 5~
blpyridin-6-yl]-N-{4-ethyl-benzyl) -acetamide

hydrochloride; N-[3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-3H-imidazo[4,5-
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blpyridin-6-yl]-N- (4-ethyl-benzyl) -succinamic acid; N-[3-
(4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3B~imidazo[4, 5-bipyridin-6-y1l] -N-(4-
ethyl-benzyl) -methanesulfonamide; N-[3-{4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-
H-imidazo[4, 5-blpyridin-6-yl]l-N- (4-ethyl-benzyl) -
bdnzenesulfonamide; and [3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-3H-
fl,XN3ltriazolo[4,5-blpyridin-6-y1]-{4-ethyl-benzyl)-

19, The Method of claim 12, wherein the compound of
Formula I iX [3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl)-3H-imicdazo {4, 5-
blpyridin-6-y\l - (4-ethyl-benzyl)-amine,

20. The method 0¥ claim 12, wherein the compound of
Formula I is [1-(4-Xthoxy-phenyl)-1H-benzotriazol-5~yl]-
(4-ethyl-benzyl) -amin

21. The method of claim N2, wherein the compound of
Formula I is {3-(4~Ethoxy-thenyl)-3H-[1,2,3)trlazolol[4,5-
blpyridin-6-yl]- (4-ethyl-benMi)-amine.

22. The method of claim 12, ein the mammnal is a

human.

23. The method of claim 12, wherein Xhe viral infection

is an Arenavirus infection.

24, The metheod of claim 23, wherein the Aenavirus is
selected from the group consisting of Lassa,\Junin,
Machupo, Guanarito, Sabia, Whitewater Arroyo,

LCMV, LCMV-~1like viruses.
25, The method of claim 24, wherein said LCMV-like

viruses are selected from the group consisting of

Dandenong, Tacaribe, and Pichinde.
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26. The method of claim 12, wherein said viral infection
is associated with a condition selected from the group
consisting of lassa fever, Argentine hemorrhagic fever,

olivian hemorrhagic fever, and Venezuelan hemorrhagic

27. e method of claim 26, wherein said viral infection

is assodilated with Lassa fever.

28. The metPpd of claim 12, which further comprises co-
administration\pf at least one agent selected from the
group consisting€\ef antiviral agent, wvaccine, and

interieron.

29. The method of clail 28, wherein said antiviral agent

is Ribavirin.

30. The method of claim 28, whkrein said antiviral agent

is cidofovir.

31. The method of claim 28, wherein Yaid interferon is

pegylated.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A compound having the following general formula I or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt

thereof®
R
ArZ N D N
h j: B
R1 R2 E\G/ rrl’
Aﬂ
Formula I

wherein B, D, E and G are independently N or C-R' with the proviso that at least one of them is

N;

R' is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, substituted or unsubstituted alkyl, alkenyl,
alkynyl, cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, arylalkyl, aryl, heteroaryl, hydroxy, alkyloxy, aryloxy,
heteroaryloxy, acyloxy, arylacyloxy, heteroarylacyloxy, alkylsulfonyloxy, arylsulfonyloxy, thio,
alkylthio, arylthio, amino, alkylamino, dialkylamino, cycloalkylamino,

heterocycloalkylamino, arylamino, heteroarylamino, acylamino, arylacylamino,
heteroarylacylamino, alkylsulfonylamino, arylsulfonylamino, acyl, arylacyl, heteroarylacyl,
alkylsulfinyl, arylsulfinyl, heteroarylsulfinyl, hydroxysulfonyl, alkylsulfonyl, arylsulfonyl,

heteroarylsulfonyl, aminosulfonyl, substituted aminosulfonyl, carboxy, alkoxycarbonyl,
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cycloalkyloxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, carbamoyl, substituted carbamoyl, halogen, cyano,

isocyano and nitro;

R is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, cycloalkyl,
heterocycloalkyl, arylalkyl, aryl, heteroaryl, acyl, arylacyl, heteroarylacyl, alkylsulfinyl,
arylsulfinyl, heteroarylsulfinyl, hydroxysulfonyl, alkylsulfonyl, arylsulfonyl, hetercarylsulfonyl,
aminosulfonyl, substituted aminosuifonyl, alkoxycai‘bonyl, cycloalkyloxycarbonyl,

aryloxycarbonyl, carbamoyl and substituted carbamoyl;

R! and R? are selected from the group consisting of:

(a) independently selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl,
cycloalkyl, heterocycloalkyl, arylalkyl, aryl, heteroaryl, acyl, arylacyl, heteroarylacyl,
alkylsulfinyl, arylsulfinyl, heteroarylsulfinyl, hydroxysuifonyl, alkylsulfonyl, arylsulfonyl,
heteroarylsulfonyl, aminosulfonyl, substituted aminosulfonyl, alkoxycarbonyl,
cycloalkyloxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, carbamoyl and substituted carbamoyl;

(b) R' and R? together with the carbon atom they are attached to form a substituted or
unsubstituted ring, which optionally include one or more heteroatoms in the ring;

(c) R' or R? together with the carbon atom it is attached to, the nitrogen next to this carbon, the
carbon between this nitrogen and E or D, and the R' of E or D when E or D 1s C-R', form a
substituted or unsubstituted ring, which optionally include one or more heteroatoms in the ring;
and

(d) R' or R? together with the carbon atom it is attached to, and at least some of the carbons of
Ar?, form a substituted or unsubstituted ring, which optionally include one or more heteroatoms
in the ring; and
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Ar' and Ar? are independently substituted aryl or heteroaryl.
2. The compound or salt of claim 1, wherein R' is hydrogen
3. The compound or salt of claim 1 or 2, wherein R? is hydrogen,

4. The compound or salt according to anyone of the preceding claims, wherein Ar' is mono-

substituted phenyl.

5. The compound or salt according to anyone of the preceding claims, wherein Ar? is mono-

substituted phenyl.
6. The compound or salt of claim 4 or 5, wherein said mono-substituted phenyl is ethoxy-phenyl.

7. The compound or salt of claim 1, selected from the group consisting of [3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl)
-3H-imidazo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl] - ( 4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine; [3- ( 6-Ethoxy-pyridin-3-yl) -3H-
imidazo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl] - (4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine; [3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazo [4,
5-b] pyridin-6-yl] - (5-methyl-pyridin-2-ylmethyl) -amine; [1- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -IH-tmidazo
[4, 5-b] pyridin-5-yl] - (4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine; [1- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -1H-benzotriazol-5-yl] -
(4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine; N-[3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl| -N- (4-
ethyl-benzyl) -acetamide; N- [3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl] -N- (4-
ethyl-benzyl) -benzamide; 2-Dimethylamino-N- [3- (4-ethoxy-phenyl) -3ﬁ-imidazo [4,5-b]
pyridin-6-yl] -N- (4-ethyl-benzyl) -acetamide hydrochloride; N- [3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-
imidazo [4,5-b] pyridin-6-yl] -N- (4-ethyl-benzyl) -succinamic acid; N- [3-(4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -

3H-imidazo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-y1] -N- (4-ethyl-benzyl) -methanesulfonamide; N- [3- (4-Ethoxy-
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phenyl) -3H-imidazo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl] -N- (4-ethyl-benzyl) -benzenesulfonamide; and [3-

(4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-[1,2,3] triazolo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl] - (4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine.

8. The compound or salt of claim 1, is [3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H-imidazo [4, 5-b] pyridin-6-yl] -

(4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine.

9. The compound or salt of claim 1, is [ 1- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -1H-benzotriazol-5-yl] - (4-ethyl-

benzyl) -amine.

10. The compound or salt of claim 1, is [3- (4-Ethoxy-phenyl) -3H- [ 1, 2, 3] triazolo [4, 5-b]

pyridin-6-yl] - (4-ethyl-benzyl) -amine.

11. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier and the

compound or salt according to anyone of the preceding claims,

12. The compound or salt according to anyone of claims 1-10 for use in the treatment or

prophylaxis of a viral infection or disease associated therewith.

13. The compound or salt of claim 12 for use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus

infection or disease associated therewith.

14. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus infection or
disease associated therewith of claim 13, wherein the Arenavirus is selected from the group
consisting of Lassa, Junin, Machupo, Guanarito, Sabia, Whitewater Arroyo, Chapare, LCMV,

LCMV-like viruses.
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15. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus infection or
disease associated therewith of claim 14 wherein said LCMV-like viruses are selected from the

group consisting of Dandenong, Tacaribe, and Pichinde.

16. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus infection or
disease associated therewith of claim 13, wherein said Arenavirus infection is associated with a
condition selected from the group consisting of Lassa fever, Argentine hemorrhagic fever,

Bolivian hemorrhagic fever, and Venezuelan hemorrhagic fever .

17. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus infection or
disease associated therewith of claim 13 which further comprises coadministration of at least one

agent selected from the group consisting of antiviral agent, vaccine, and interferon.

18. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus infection or

disease associated therewith of claim 17, wherein said antiviral agent is Ribavirin.

19. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus infection or

disease associated therewith of claim 17, wherein said antiviral agent is cidofovir.

20. The compound or salt for use in the treatment or prophylaxis an Arenavirus infection or

disease associated therewith of claim 17 wherein said interferon is pegylated.

21. Use of the compound or salt of anyone of claims 1-10 in the manufacture of a medicament
for the treatment or prophylaxis of a viral infection or disease associated therewith as defined in

any one of claims 12-16.
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