CLAIMS
1. A method for maintaining a serialized index, comprising:
efining, by one or more computing devices, one or more versions of a serialized index;
trangmitting a first of the one or more versions of the serialized index to one or more
financial instithtion servers; and

transmitting a second of the one or more versions of the serialized index to the one or
more financial instituton servers,
wherein the first 80d second versions of the serialized index are simultaneously tracked
by two or more financial instiments.

2. The method of claim I\ wherein defining one or more versions of the serialized index
further comprises identifying one 0x more constituents, each having a constituent weighting,
selected from the group consisting of on¥ or more stocks, bonds, securities, éommodities, mutual
funds, other indices, swaps, forwards, optiory, and derivatives.
3. The method of claim 2, wherein the Xirst and second versions of the serialized index
each comprises a different combination of constitueNts and constituent weightings.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein at least oneNof the two or more financial instruments
comprises a financial derivative comprising one of a futixes contract, a forwards contract, an
options contract, and a swap contract.

5. A system for trading financial instruments, comprising:

an index server configured to provide a serialized index compniged of a plurality of index
versions;
| instruments that

a financial institution server configured to provide one or more financh

track the plurality of index versions; and

29



an exchange server configured to list for trading the one or more financial instruments,
wherein each of the one or more financial instruments track a different one of the plurality of
index\yersions.

6\Ihe system of claim 5, wherein the plurality of index versions comprises at least one
and one or more prior versions.

\tem of claim 6, wherein the exchange server is further configured to list at least
one other financial ihstrument that tracks the at least one prior version.

8. The system Rf claim 5, wherein each version of the plurality of index versions
comprises one or more coystituents, each having a constituent weighting, selected from the
group consisting of one or myre stocks, bonds, securities, commodities, mutual funds, other
indices, swaps, forwards, options, aud derivatives.

9. The system of claim 5, wh¥rein at least two successive versions of the plurality of
index versions differ from each other.

10. The system of claim 9, where the\at least two successive versions of the plurality of
index versions differ by one or more of a selectioy of constituents, a combination of constituents
and constituent weightings.

11. The system of claim 5, wherein the exchang@g server if further configured to list for
trading the financial instrument according to terms specified\{n the financial instrument including
the particular version of the serialized index that is tracked by thg, financial instrument.

12. The system of claim 5, wherein a settlement module emMgdied in the exchange server
is further configured to settle or clear the financial instrument that has
13. The system of claim 5, wherein the at least one of financial instuments is a financial

derivative comprising one of a futures contract, a forwards contract, an optiogs contract, and a
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wap contract.

14. A system for creating and maintaining a serialized index, the system comprising:

n index server comprising one or more processors configured to execute computer
executableNnstructions stored in a non-transitory memory, said computer executable instructions
defining:
a cynfiguration module configured to define a first version of a serialized index
and a second versions\of the serialized index;

a transmission module configured to transmit the version definitions of each of
the first and second versions\pf the serialized index to one or more financial institution servers,
wherein the first version of the sagialized index and the second version of the serialized index are
simultaneously tracked by two or moge financial instruments..

15. The system of claim 14, whaein the first and second versions of the serialized index
each comprises a combination of constituentg and constituent weightings, said constituents being
selected from the group consisting of one or moye stocks, bonds, securities, commodities, mutual
funds, other indices, swaps, forwards, options, and ¥erivatives.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the first ard second versions of the serialized index
each comprises a different combination of constituents and\gconstituent weightings.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein at least one of the\two or more financial instruments

comprises a financial derivative comprising one of a futures coRtract, a forwards contract, an

options contract, and a swap contract.
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CLAIMS

1. A method for maintaining a serialized index, comprising:

defining, by one or more computing devices, one or more versions of a serialized
index;

transmitting a first of the one or more versions of the serialized index to one or more
financial institution servers; and

transmitting a second of the one or more versions of the serialized index to the one or
more financial institution servers,

wherein the first and second versions of the serialized index are simultaneously

tracked by two or more financial instruments.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein defining one or more versions of the serialized
index further comprises identifying one or more constituents, each having a constituent
weighting, selected from the group consisting of one or more stocks, bonds, securities,

commodities, mutual funds, other indices, swaps, forwards, options, and derivatives.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the first and second versions of the serialized index

each comprises a different combination of constituents and constituent weightings.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the two or more financial
instruments comprises a financial derivative comprising one of a futures contract, a forwards

contract, an options contract, and a swap contract.

5. A system for trading financial instruments, comprising:

an index server configured to provide a serialized index comprised of a plurality of
index versions;

a financial institution server configured to provide one or more financial instruments
that track the plurality of index versions; and

an exchange server configured to list for trading the one or more financial
instruments, wherein each of the one or more financial instruments track a different one of

the plurality of index versions.
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6. The system of claim 5, wherein the plurality of index versions comprises at east

one current version and one or more prior versions.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the exchange server is further configured to list at

least one other financial instrument that tracks the at least one prior version.

8. The system of claim 5, wherein each version of the plurality of index versions
comprises one or more constituents, each having a constituent weighting, selected from the
group consisting of one or more stocks, bonds, securities, commodities, mutual funds, other

indices, swaps, forwards, options, and derivatives.

9. The system of claim 5, wherein at least two successive versions of the plurality of

index versions differ from each other.

10. The system of claim 9, where the at least two successive versions of the plurality
of index versions differ by one or more of a selection of constituents, a combination of

constituents and constituent weightings.

11. The system of claim 5, wherein the exchange server if further configured to list
for trading the financial instrument according to terms specified in the financial instrument
including the particular version of the serialized index that is tracked by the financial

instrument.

12. The system of claim 5, wherein a settiement module embodied in the exchange

server is further configured to settle or clear the financial instrument that has been traded.

13. The system of claim 5, wherein the at least one of financial instruments is a
financial derivative comprising one of a futures contract, a forwards contract, an options

contract, and a swap contract.

14. A system for creating and maintaining a serialized index, the system comprising:
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an index server comprising one or more processors configured to execute computer

executable instructions stored in a non-transitory memory, said computer executable
instructions defining:

a configuration module configured to define a first version of a serialized
index and a second versions of the serialized index;

a transmission module configured to transmit the version definitions of each of
the first and second versions of the serialized index to one or more financial institution
servers, wherein the first version of the serialized index and the second version of the

serialized index are simultaneously tracked by two or more financial instruments.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the first and second versions of the serialized
index each comprises a combination of constituents and constituent weightings, said
constituents being selected from the group consisting of one or more stocks, bonds, securities,

commeodities, mutual funds, other indices, swaps, forwards, options, and derivatives.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the first and second versions of the serialized

index each comprises a different combination of constituents and constituent weightings.
17. The system of claim 16, wherein at least one of the two or more financial

instruments comprises a financial derivative comprising one of a futures contract, a forwards

contract, an options contract, and a swap contract.
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