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present invent #@PA‘Sg %505?@%%@8(?58)( EQT/WQO/?)QS&%CWAH%%OBQP FCHEEPY6 Y4t i ng a

pl at en surfacePCHAU®AYHT ng device and a test print blotter for a printer. 5
It il anot her ohydeatsuraff thdseopiasepilicdiny 8hdoptatd@erf 9\Gode:f@entcot at i ng pl at en
menber incorporating a platen surface, a capping device and a test print
blotter suitable for the pagewi dth printhead assenbly as broadly descri bed
herein. It is another object of the present invention to provide a rotating
pl at en nenber incorporating a platen surface, a capping device and a test
print blotter for a printhead assenbly on which there is nounted a
plurality of print chips, each conprising a plurality of MEMS printing
devices. 10 It is yet another object of the present invention to provide a
nmet hod of rotating a platen nenber incorporating a platen surface, a
capping device and a test print blotter in a printer w thout damagi ng the
printing devices in the printer. SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON The present
invention provides a platen assenbly for a printer, conprising: a chassis
to which there is nounted a printhead, 15 a pair of bearing nenbers
supported by the chassis and novable toward and away fromthe printhead, a
body rotatably nounted between said bearing nmenbers, the body having a

pl aten surface extending thereal ong and a cappi ng devi ce extending

t hereal ong, the platen surface and cappi ng device being selectively
aligned with the printhead upon rotation of the body from one angul ar
orientation to another, and 20 neans to nove said bearing nenbers toward
and away fromsaid printhead during said rotation of the body so that the
body does not danage the printhead. Preferably the nmeans to nove said
beari ng nmenbers toward and away from said printhead conprise a pair of end
caps upon the body, each end cap having a cam surface or surfaces that
engage with a protrusion affixed to or forned
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integrally with the chassis. 25 Preferably the body al so includes a

bl otting device extending thereal ong. Preferably the capping device and the
bl otti ngwievi/gs3are of fset from one another by 120 degr eeBCEADM/OUSHE body.
Preferably the bearing nenbers are bearing nol dings, each riding upon one
or nore tracks affixed to the chassis. 30 Preferably the tracks are
straight and parallel so as to allow |i Aear movenent of the beari ng nenbers
and body toward and away fromthe printhead. Preferably the bearing

menbers are resiliently biased jpa-dbksht p@ANfN@r d the printhead.
Preferably the said resilient b?an%istE angI foﬁf@@a sg)ri ng extendj ng

. me 3
bet ween the redpERPYsTer %@’é??‘ﬂ’@'e‘ﬂﬁ%@?“d&%ﬂtam@ REeraRginoroaie HEgm Ay t he
body i ncl eriring davide et tegfowint Pledter ffr@primieng a base for attachnent of a capping
menbesr, the cam d@her diRdT e pla inRgtion toBRRES Totkifd fon AEHbeGR R RAting@Rlen IERRIE) S
for seal i pg,f BRZZE tet Yk Hotfsui i &ﬂ%&g@&iﬁlﬁﬁﬂ&wﬂs&fnﬁ%ﬁ oéélg%&_ﬁib&ﬂh@é&.' ng

B
devi ce includes .a shape od f bloftin teri al used wi.t hin the body
and i ncl udi ng 1 B OIS oS TR BT THP SITe T SR BTSSP RS AT AR By ¢ o
form an esgBpiasids Prge feptmgnt é‘ﬁtﬁffﬁae erinthee @ssqgpoly eech faerg s meuriete iy ofpriehingeeach o

met hod of ca@piign glualitplf MAME gathgidevices. printer in which there is provided a 40
chasg s to Whi Gfis it obifth (@8 Hheskr® in B4R L@ bviadBRMATRE DR Mﬁnkxﬁﬂeﬂﬂsbrﬁ&}z&@gld di ng
a sel ecti éﬁéel}’smffa% éa&%' Govl 2 & e%tp%%%%ﬁe%%“&?' g0 Fa%lgg?nfg nEngad,; whl £h,.plat en
body incl udes a pla en surtace extendi ng therealo 0 ang a cappi ng “devi ce
al so extending therealong, rof Yt(}"‘énﬁwl%dy from an orientation
wherei n t he pl dharesginvtrdionerovides ablitguaseinbiyferh prinkye coppiismgthead t o an orientation
wher ei n the CappiaBy toth@i e id owdddiagii@@saM t h t he printhead, and WO 01/ 89836

PCT/ I%UOO/ 0059_7 a pai £ fetd ﬁl&gerggaﬁﬁ%@wme(&assgs%nBlra@lteg)Qarpﬁﬁjy away fromthe
print head dur.i ng Eaﬁ,‘ ion thereof, such that the body does not damage the

f
pri nt head *& P e?“%@a ion. Preferably the method al so serves to absorb ink
during a test pPPdntolajshymuntcdipiasenial beerearepbeeatodydififeal so i ncorporates a
bl otti ng dietwi scdhcaxt@inglihagloishareabionigvigreentitpthensiong g platarcshihckesd epingtdvieg t he

pl at en DO@ngsBcrei alRRA vl tRPrinttRadMAR Rhibh o BEbol I bheRGuBlRMinGfon kodn e, gBED Wi th
the gy inthead. .Gr.el 6L abl AN ABLNAM a0 e LideR e step of moving the

pl aten body..toward and/or - awa rom t he ptyi n‘FFyea{’B" dluri ng rotation thereof
so as to BFPagIsie obhordishye betrheiessmpttareg hegihstt with said printhead. As
used herein, t Refetady the tdaps ko'mojesaid tetrmpdatbers warkahavanfomfsiid nrigtheahionbrisé 4 pamel

t hr ough t & cjpk ifod headl, da6d eliRaptididy ¥ EnQ Gk facd Dsuacs RRhgage Wea prdirbtiod affiRY toloEroriie  of

many di ffglrg%gﬁ ERhoused inks, infra-red ink, a fixative or the like. 10,
BRI Ef DESCRI PT

TH |)RA NGS A preferred formof the present invention
wi | 1“"now be delspggfagg ebﬁigrv_ vsv(é’?cy‘%?sa °t3rfﬁ§1fvé°§\e/ﬁtef“ﬁ“gi;h§‘?aé°r“%nce to the acconpanying
dr awi ngs wher eiffsferapty §e capping devige apdthslottingredsave pifsgtdiony pre oo bl 2p feprps atswi gk ne
assenbly Bidg. 2 is a rear perspective view of the print engine assenbly of

Fig. 1 15 Fig. pRfehSy @i be@¥PhRS@0rRRKSRRE kY Qi@ ond dBorPEAiR b A BinHIE
assembly of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a schematic front perspective view of a

pri nf ead assenbly. _ _ ‘
Prefefably the tracks are straight and parallel so as to allow linear movement of the bearing members and body

toward and away from the printhead.
Preferably the bearing members are resiliently biased in a direction toward the printhead.
Preferably the said resilient bias is by means of a spring extending between the respective bearing member and
the chassis.
35 Preferably the body includes a flat portion forming a base for attachment of a capping member, the capping
member having a capper house and capper seal member for sealing a nozzle guard of said printhead.
Preferably the blotting device includes a shaped body of blotting material housed within the body and including
a part projecting through a longitudinal slot in the body to form an exposed blotting surface.
The present invention also provides a method of capping a printhead in a printer in which there is provided a
40 chassis to which the printhead is mounted, the method comprising;
providing a selectively rotatable platen body alongside the printhead,
which platen body includes a platen surface extending therealong and a capping device also extending therealong,
rotating the platen body from an orientation wherein the platen surface
is aligned with the printhead to an orientation wherein the capping device is aligned with the printhead, and



Fig. 5is a rear schematic perspective view of the printhead assenbly of
Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is an exploded perspective illustration of the printhead
assenbl y wooyses¥e i s a cross-sectional end el evational vi enRCDAUDGI@®SPT i nt head
assenbly of Figs. 4 to 6 with the section taken 20 through the centre of
the printhead. Fig. 8 is a schematic cross-sectional end el evational view
of the printhead assenbly of Figs. 4 to & taken near the left end of Fig.

4. Fig. 9A IS Sk 6 1R Pekelo@\aly 1R &k potieaRh NOUNti ng of the print

chi P and NO&G| Bl o oh el ANAL BllsndliBibngdbiubict ur e of the printhead 25
Fig. 9B is an en argea end’ el evat | nal ™ cross Sg_E‘CtIOI’l of Fl}g 9A Fig. 10 is
an expl oded perERFBERY Psmetod 450 PP PP iefduine piett printphyy hBirard BRI,  Fig.
11 is a sdharestes colqjor dpeckintiog thdrdalgstapdibejmgihodafcludemrofatink thelplg¢nibpdy intoiaevitio| di ng.
Fig. 512 i shadn wouphiogedepaliseeth hygnitbust rati on showing the |ayers forning
part of a lam @é%eﬁﬁﬁﬁl%hgd ﬁs‘é {nblgfég e%@p of%&ﬂﬁﬂé‘ﬁ%ﬂl&&bﬁtﬁ?o?}%rq &ﬂ%réﬂ%&o?%}[eﬁxgnﬁéﬁnt

invention.d 30 Fl,g. Oﬁ 'S .ste%ge_ Cgectlo_a view fr. above o

st ruct ur e YYERTCEER GeFg ort tgine FROiHpe Qe mioEpgymeny yiihsald pgntheady e sect i onal vi ew
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per spect i ¥eashdd Ustiniatniy®eon®bf nanyfdiffesiit cdlaudl Nia] ifralr@ yoRra fixatibelogfthe 1@ | S @ schemati c

perspective illustration of grSeSReRPTHOR OFtE: pEYeikes FI 9. 17 is a
schematic perspective illustration of - a thjr amnate layer. 35 Fig. 18 is
= cohemnt i b porakti ot dtEtR Bl By L ATy M k26, 17

i s a schefutTrevBefapwey® j||ustration of a fifth laninate layer. Fig. 20
IS a perspecti Ve Msadipnigérsptchie viaw pf apat wgingasdendiing Fig. 21 is a rear
perspective Vi @ 0fatah@rspetiFbiewtdepRingei@bssdnldR ofigat en  Fig. 22 is a rear

per Sf?SeCt' ve Vi %}Q’ %{lmggﬁdeldggrsgecmgi%aﬂgp&tengimeedss%b@togﬂg. 1.40 Fig. 23 is an

expl oded vi ew e aten Fig. 24 1§ a [ransverse cross-sectional view of
the platen Fi g%lgigsalséhgréaﬁf’%&?ﬂmpg%‘&‘ﬁe@’c°??%£ BRY the optical paper sensor
arrangenent Fi die 76p rpagschematic pesheitive gioy efths pengeddgwembly pifet 4 at i on of a print head
assenbly and i mlg dis saeploét! pasplae ilh@ratipiofitha irinfhes esemblyr cassette. WD 01/ 89836
PCT/ AU00/ 00597 FiF.'ﬁMcEdssg;ectialZl chateAtiR@Iviel ¥r 1@ % RlaRAGHenly S0 1 1Jd Bt m@ BetioDEEA LED

DES PTI HE | .NVENTI In Figs. 1 to 3 of the acconpanyi ng draw ngs
theg;8 is gg'“?n%f?%%ﬁ%"%%%%t ed the core conPonents of a print engine

assenbly, showifi§cf it rreiemminapsgiecignaland Srpient "aet tpriedsad apremibyphfipsat t@ fiteempear

di stri but tekftstdoiiid 4re of the present 5 invention can be |ocated. The print
engi ne assenbl Yigl Gt d46185atiPent NABDhaEvichbs fnctbtink Srae greht Ehip@MnRLIE 5B RAGh 1R B@hted

al um ni umstack%%%!) prglﬁleagt her rigid material. Chassis 10 is intended to be
nou d wthin the. O%g%gj“ﬁ@ eﬁ” r;]tser and ?ﬁrves to nount a printhead
assefbly 11, aFﬁa%ésranF RS Ag st Het® r el at ed conponents within the
ext ernal pl ast iFesl0éas ixplefediferspgetivpiflysiytion of a frintheydqqesr afembler s, t he chassis 10
supports the prrignteadeatpesdadtiye ithiktragaehan ik aittdbiuik mbising) ect ed t her ef rom and

onto a Fig. 12 is an exploded perspective illustration showing the layers forming part of a laminated ink distribution

structure according to the present invention.
30 Fig. 13 is a stepped sectional view from above of the structure depicted in Figs. 9A and 9B,
Fig. 14 is a stepped sectional view from below of the structure depicted in Fig. 13.
Fig. 15 is a schematic perspective illustration of a first laminate layer.
Fig. 16 is a schematic perspective illustration of a second laminate layer.
Fig. 17 is a schematic perspective illustration of a third laminate layer.
35 Fig. 18 is a schematic perspective illustration of a fourth laminate layer.
Fig. 19 is a schematic perspective illustration of a fifth laminate layer.
Fig. 20 is a perspective view of the air valve molding
Fig. 21 is a rear perspective view of the right hand end of the platen
Fig. 22 is a rear perspective view of the left hand end of the platen
40 Fig. 23 is an exploded view of the platen
TFig. 24 is a transverse cross-sectional view of the platen
Fig. 25 is a front perspective view of the optical paper sensor arrangement
Fig. 26 is a schematic perspective illustration of a printhead assembly and ink lines attached to an ink reservoir

cassette.



10 sheet of paper or other print nedium being transported bel ow the
printhead then through exit slot 19 by the feed nechanism The paper feed
mechani swonugasaes a feed roller 12, feed idler rollers 1BCT/AUpNGISEN
general ly designated as 14, exit rollers 15 and a pin wheel assenbly 16,
all driven by a stepper notor 17. Thesemﬁaper feed conponents are nounted
between a pair of bearing nol dings 18, ich are in turn nounted to the

chassis 10 at eachishgsPBReidMRBtkd fer eof . A printhead assenbly 11 is
nmounted to the chassis 10 j B‘GE%BEM ﬁéﬁSﬁ#ﬂéﬂM&Wead spacers 20

mounted to 15 the ChaSSI S acer ncrease the

print head assefbi& 1 %fhﬁa"f%‘p"?%ﬁﬁ‘ﬁwﬁ‘ﬁﬂﬂﬁwsﬁ erEaP@’éYrdﬁﬁ%ﬂ’ﬁ FPresPRRYesrts ofaprige of 21
Omm wi de [ege pssemiiy shoping th¢ deeepblenvionrsentyinnettioh thmlaipigated ok Visttibydon etrugtiuk §f the presiiit gs. 4 t o
8. The pr ittli@ash vabsRMITheprick InginbGletbl RBich@es Elasdt ﬁﬂ‘abﬁiafe@ﬁﬂn{pr@@@&ed a(lRQB.}n 21

havi ng rml;sfa;u@sqr Jﬂ@lqgg%rya@rdhgyao%lu@eﬁ&eﬁemlﬁoun&%mﬂ%mfa&ﬁle}ma sawes mggk .
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dual 20 nﬁ %&ﬁr@@g éﬁﬁpﬁfe%m’hfﬁ‘g“ 15‘?&??{ ét%{]d°I?P§ne’f‘t§/Y5‘F‘t’£‘§}ele’§ %ﬁf’ﬁﬁ"ﬁsﬂ‘ﬁ@f and has
ten print PEFrps 27 (Fig. 13), each typically 21mm |ong. These print chips
27 are each di $qesatemnt, thachsdsis Phtppal gt @inthad dsha@bly 0 RGH thithk Bajectdd XkSirodfand ohkea

pri ntdhead sl(eaeﬁpaﬂagome;p%mamemmBémg@fmsp%had%t@\ﬁﬁﬁde@&e%gm%sﬁ@mﬂ{yfée@t chip

whi ch enabl es.copntinuaus transm of , the
array. Eac ;}nﬁs’gﬂ epaé)ﬁgeegla amsmm lu%es a?eedro Ce% 1:21 );.d Blerrollerslégg dpq:«tz gg(énﬁr ﬁ@%g é of
I

the tape &t e ﬂf&*ﬁﬂe% aﬁ&’B‘yly ’f6r ﬁﬂﬁ’ével?‘y SIERRE MEIPTHE r Thesprepper §rd cipHoRepts ar%mounted
mai nt ai nedetivean alaeefbeajingaroldpgsri 8. avbich apd it thrn npratedin tiedhassis 0 azach ofpettiendrharent ed
circuit board Abriaheadmaatisy 10fs ndundeAB tfe kilafik 1049 mBaCKicHeiRPHn2E spaddi@o REeEas r ed

prinfs chi oGRS i e ébage@muang@% HIRRE b &ﬁ eal gse}rﬁy 18@&1?0%0114}!%11@»@@%?%% P&{ert he

pr esent ap‘%ﬁﬁ?&ﬁ] such print ¢ I's approxi mat

| ess than® SR about 0. 3mm hi gh and has on its |ower surface

t housands of N@Wnﬂwmmsﬁ%@zfls@wwaﬂsﬁwmﬂsé-henati cally in Figs. 9A and
9B, arranged g&herigthehdpssemblslil XnclhdesraBinted cdmieboird (PCB)E2A BAing MbuntdfReeort varicae:leafaft | ed.
Each i ne .afpoldRezhas: /5 mrRlh oy a@E@mgae B& chi Bt 14, 4 Rerftnd O B! 88 L dOL
PPAKAT. Sy e GBLE %%pgnqgga@gt@m 52 { bl RAS3A085, AeXt end bhnonah f rom
protect t IlPég d‘@?s? R%ttc}épsﬁ?ﬁ%?a@éhsffﬁdﬁtﬁéhg%‘lﬁ?gfe% Igzgitudippbaxis pff thprigthepdseeti: 12 )ptith it

chi p has alishoripdetyrsnsach i@ chifydich ergde ponfingous FingpissiAf inkwverthepiticrlogpd e ures 44
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100.40 nozzle-platen dlstance in response to the thickness of the paper or other material being printed, as detected by the optical

paper thickness sensor arrangement illustrated in Fig. 25.

The optical paper sensor includes an optical sensor 88 mounted on the lower surface of the PCB 21 and a sensor
flag arrangement mounted on the arms 89 protruding from the distribution molding. The flag arrangement comprises a
sensor flag member 90 mounted on a shaft 91 which is biased by torsion spring 92. As paper enters the feed rollers, the



The printhead 11 is capped when not is use by the full-w dth cappi ng nmenber
80 using the elastoneric (or 30 simlar) seal 86. In order to rotate the

pl at en ass@nbsys3id4, the main roller drive notor is rever seAT/AUb/@SRT i ngs a
reversing gear into contact with the gear 79 on the end of the platen
assenbly and rotates it into one of its ghree functional positions, each
separated by 120. The cans 76, 77 on the platen end caps 74, 75 co-operate
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surface o a sensor ag arrangenent unt e

pr ot r udi n§HPBEF He B EYH i buti on ol ding. The flag arrangenent conprises a
sensor flag nenber 90 nounted on a shaft 91 which is biased by torsion
spring 92. As paper enters the feed rollers, the WO 01/89836 PCT/ AUDO/ 00597
-8 |l owernost portion of the flag nmenber contacts the paper and rotates

agai nst the bias of the spring 92 by an amobunt dependent on the paper

t hi ckness. The optical sensor detects this novenent of the flag nenber and
the PCB responds to the detected paper thickness by causing conpensatory
rotation of the platen 14 to optim ze the di stance between the paper
surface and the nozzles. 5 Figs. 26 and 27 show attachnent of the
illustrated printhead assenbly to a replaceable ink cassette 93. Six
different inks are supplied to the printhead through hoses 94 | eading from
an array of female ink valves 95 |located inside the printer body. The

repl aceabl e cassette 93 containing a six conpartnent ink bladder and
corresponding nmale valve array is inserted into the printer and mated to

t he valves 95. The cassette also contains an air inlet 96 and air filter
(not shown), and mates to the air intake connector 97 situated beside the
ink valves, leading to the air punp 98 supplying 10 filtered air to the
printhead. A QA chip is included in the cassette. The QA chip neets with a
contact 99 |ocated between the ink valves 95 and air intake connector 96
in the printer as the cassette is inserted to provide conmmunication to the
QA chip connector 24 on the PCB. WD 01/89836 PCT/ AU0O0/ 00597 -9 THE CLAI M5
1. Aplaten assenbly for a printer, conprising: a chassis to which there is
nounted a printhead, a pair of bearing nmenbers supported by the chassis and
novable 5 toward and away fromthe printhead, a body rotatably nounted

bet ween said bearing nenbers, the body having a platen surface extending

t hereal ong and a cappi ng devi ce extendi ng thereal ong, the platen surface
and cappi ng




device being selectively aligned with the printhead upon rotation of the
body from one angul ar orientation to another, and neans to nove said
beari ng mobesws3¢ oward and away fromsaid 10 printhead duP€CaUs@EIE9T ot at i on
of the body so that the body does not damage the printhead. 2. The platen
assenbly of claim 1l wherein the neans to nove said bearing nenbers toward
and away from said printhead conprise ag‘pair of end caps upon the body,
each end cap having a cam surface ormetms that engage with a
protrusion affixed t ral.ly with the chassis. 3. The platen
assenbly of cl a| m 1A\(r)%pnassegbl¥ rapgn%r ¢ aﬁns includes a blotting device
ext endi ng t her eal on@chassi’t?wh“’htﬁeffés’?ﬂ“'&f Aigrade| ai m 3 wherein the platen
surface, the cappi ngraeficsies martiers shpportyd byt thei chpgpiseh@wioible ar e of f set  from one
anot iser bywidtddeghaes. @l the body. 5. The platen assenbly of claiml
wherei n the bearing, Rohers, edtgg@gehggbgg;‘{g%m theesgygh riding upon one or
)

m)retracsafflxedto 1ec aten assSenbly of claim5
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printhead. 7. The phahenmes sty npinbed taiaidali swdy@teia t he beari ng nenbers

ar e yesi | b@mfealdmurﬁgeﬁeo@manraf@eb%s@&amgsbdyéog%ﬁgnage%pmgat head. 8. The platen
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pl aten as %ﬁﬁ}d?m&‘Fadé?“é’P?“rPRa“\RfrFéﬁ‘ ‘@PSHP‘%‘HE"‘I%HVII ‘?nﬁ‘ff‘PE?&‘é%a"ﬁ“ fuyfage °fﬁ‘5§a‘iei®ﬁenﬂaéﬁr m ng
a base f owitlgd reredvngfited toofformeddaiqapilyvgththertibeis., t he cappi ng nenber having a
capper house and CapRSMtSERhbEARAN v&@é’mtﬁa&@dyialagnc&ddsm&du@ G lndRf ther&ihed

pri I’ltsh ead. 10. Th e %e%}a@{'of @I?ﬁ% Wpelre)il o pla&xll ?g% %F'I VQC a&lﬁfﬂe bli)o %B bO ¥ Cci)gs\ét:j ce

i ncl udes a sha%o bodé %)g)g mat er |

i ncl udi ng % PEFPUBPoP ?f?rfeﬁﬁ’m’tflﬁ* gh a | ongi t udi naI sI ot in the body to form
an exposed 305bl ot Cherplgtemagreficad claigyl whereintherpearikpaudmbsfs are bgayismgldingsppdh iditgaad i n a
printer i prewhhdediratkheiixed b e qaisevi ded a chassis to which the printhead is
mount ed, the ngt hod masehmfcl%@%@mm%lse&gdax@daeauemms AP fep! at en

bod Ion si de, t i e od cI udes a platen surface
exte‘lzndl ng91 eJ[e“?nteof S v md“n) smabo\éhtowar%ﬁd?w%&é“l endl ng thereal ong, 35

rotating the pllat enq”i*fd’%ﬁ‘i“"?sﬁﬂ’a‘?ﬁ %Ha”&rlP”é?ﬁ%“élfeibﬁ‘ﬁng\me‘Peelaﬁfeﬁll*@ﬂyﬁ’l‘a%ﬁ‘élﬁd‘seﬁf’f@ ace is
al i gned wtotvivd thbyeingead. Nt head to an orientation wherein the capping device is
aligned with the priridpheaden claifdusidOailRMeRBRs 19 hednh@ 2 RhidlRhaibOdMeanay
fromthe &Heﬁ]:%ﬁ%%%%%hﬁ@anﬁ%&!ﬁ&@n thereof such that the body does not

e the printhea uring rotation, The nethod of claim 1l al so
ser ng to absdrb i NEPYR 15%’@b13é°f flagy WB?‘?WG Ophi dpelades A flepragnforaigs HPassifon e dy
40 al so i Plectrpios pambs, the cipbigptmeinbrghagiend cenper bouteapichnng scellvemkenfoertineamekzlt fverd piet hod
i ncl udes satpditthenyy t he platen body into a position wherein the blotting
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A method of capping a printhead in a printer in which there is provided a chassis to which the

printhead is mounted, the method comprising:
providing a selectively rotatable platen body alongside the printhead,
which platen body includes a platen surface extending therealong and a capping device also extending therealong,
35 rotating the platen body from an orientation wherein the platen surface
is aligned with the printhead to an orientation wherein the capping device is aligned with the printhead, and
causing movement of the platen body away from the printhead during
rotation thereof, such that the body does not damage the printhead during rotation.
12. The method of claim 11 also serving to absorb ink during a test print phase, wherein said platen body
40 also incorporates a blotting device extending therealong and the method includes rotating the platen body into a position
wherein the blotting device is aligned with the printhead.
13. The method of claim 12 also including the step of moving the platen body toward and/or away from
the printhead during rotation thereof so as to bring said blotting device into alignment with said printhead.



