
ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (FIG. 1) "PERPENDICULAR MAGNETIC RECORDING
MEDIUM AND MAGNETIC RECORDING/REPRODUCTION APPARATUS" A medium having at
least a nonmagnetic substrate, soft magnetic backing layer, soft magnetic
underlayer, and perpendicular magnetic recording layer, and An oxidized
layer of the soft magnetic backing layer is also formed on the soft
magnetic backing layer, and the soft magnetic underlayer has a
three-layered structure including a first soft magnetic layer, interlayer,
and second soft magnetic layer, a crystalline orientation control layer,
e.g., an Ni orientation control layer is formed between the soft magnetic
underlayer and the perpendicular magnetic recording layer.  


