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mn_ght want to give a departing member a gift from the entire team. The co- operation exhibited
can signify the connection between the gift givers and their relationship with the recipient.
Anocther motivation held by people participating in a joint gift is convenience. it is often more
convenient for a group of six people to organise one gift between them rather than six gifts
separately. Often, people giving joint gifts will have more than one motive behind their actions.

3. Traditional joint purchasing

Traditionally, group gifts are bought when group members physically trave! to a store where
they choose, pay for, and pick up the item.

However, people frequently encounter problems when buying joint gifts in this manner.
Depending upon the particular circumstances:

. it may be difficult or impossible to get people together to coordinate the purchase (due to
them living or working far apart or leading busy lives):

* not everyone has a say in selecting the goods or services,

. a minority of the group has the burden of choosing and collecting the gift;
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. the acceptance and aggregation of multiple purchase orders from a plurality of
purchasers; and

the closing of the offer in accordance with pre-established criteria

e ,» generally with the aim
of maximising the quantity sold and minimising the unit price. .

This system is designed to lower the unit price that can be obtained by the purchasers, and to
increase the vendor's ability to attract large volume orders. This is a common feature of all
demand aggregation systems. However, such systems are of litfle or no relevance to individuals
wishing to purchase a joint gift. First, they do not facilitate the purchase of a single item or a
small volume of items by a group of purchasers, as they are concerned with the aggregation of
multiple purchase orders rather than the accumulation of the contributions from a pluralfty of

purchasers to create a single, indivisible purchase order, Secondly, the minimization of the unit

price is rarely the primary motive for buying a group gift. It can be seen that the present
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-Nevertheiess, when used to coordinate the payments for group gifts, these services invariably
involve a number of disadvantages for the joint purchasers. For example:

¢ as with traditional methods, the person who pays the supplier may encounter difficulties in

~being reimbursed by the others;
. it is stili possible that some people will pay the wrong amount;

the joint purchasers are usually required to become members oflthe various P2P Payment

Systems before they can make or receive payments (which may involve cost and
inconvenience);

the systems require the completion of at least two distinct stages: the purchase of the gift
from the vendor, and the payments between the joint purchasers; and

the systems usually require one of the joint purchasers to keep track of the payments
between the group members.
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The second system in this category is described in International Patent Publication No. WO
01/29787, entitled “System and Method for Accumulating Individual Gifts to Create a Group
Gift", by Giftcertificates.com, Inc, and is considered to be the closest prior art to the present
invention. This document describes a system for automating the task of accumulating a group
gift to be donated to a recipient where the item purchased is a gift certificate, electronic voucher,
or negotiable instrument such as a bank cheque. The system works when a person, referred to
as the promoter, accesses a software application via a network to initiate a ‘gift campaign®. A
gift campaign is defined as the task of contacting a group of participants for the purpose of
soliciting donations or contributions to a group gift for the benefit of a récipient.
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administer the joint purchase of a specific gift (as opposed to a gift certificate). While gift
certificates offer the advantage of the recipient being able to choose a gift that he or she would
like, they have the disadvantage of being considered by some to be a less personal and less
thoughtful gift. According to a survey by Forrester Research entitled “The Hidden Value in Gift
Sales” (Carrie A. Johnson, May 2001) only 5% of only shoppers have bought a gift certificate
online."27% of consumers have not purchased a gift certificate online because they don’t give
gift certificates in general.

It would be possible for consumers to contribute funds towards a gift certificate and then to

choose a specific gift with the money raised. However this would be a two- stage process, which
is somewhat inconvenient.
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G ft cer tdubh pRjoREsCOM system does not provide a mechani smfor assisting the
purchasers in this way. The reference to any prior art in this

speci fi ' ' t. be taken. as, an . acknow edgnment or any
Form of o pRchRers P R IRKIeE: ROl tasoa the Birotdie, bemringenenal
knowl ed @Y #reaalsfied With theorelslivensizey of tfeirtiaividuay esvitfiluniond) Qlomt ipBrchaftPehal O @
syst em Weint &P ' j h L MO joihnt _purchase of specific gifts
Where Tt oo o eal pderis RURINERL W pb b el eR foe " shrcepon Pene
joint p&ﬁbﬁﬁ%s‘%ﬁf Pe Sl dRdavingat lesertrglationshipi vitit thet i rpcipiehiase more ARl b S
each ] oicontripute e @iftck@ifitdEedt $ftehNddel &iot R’ & méthatids Qi fatséisting the

purchasers in this way.

The reference to any prior art in this specification is not, and should not be taken as, an

acknowledgment or any form of suggestion that that prior art forms part of the common general
knowledge in Australia.

C. Summary of the invention

There is a need for a system for coordinating the low volume, joint purchase of specific gifts
where the total price is set by the vendor which:

does not require the joint purchasers to come together to coordinate the purchase;

. assists each joint purchaser to have a say in the selection of the gift;




6 .1 7 NOV 2005 does not require one person to pay the supplier on behal f
of the group, and ensures that -no person has difficulties qng?@ngrﬁ
"reinbursed by the others; ensures that each person pays the ¢ eai or
agreed agoungg - Lot t ai he r ram
P01 nt s acs00t e SR RHAS SR8 Perso | Bale SHRTEE or Gorll FirR 46 AYBRdT=BhRP
require nmenb@? BHEPN bas diffeultissdp being esimpbwsed bycthm othersiised;  al l ows the j oi nt
purchase to be effected in only one stage; automatically keeps track of

t he payntnt sSHWeSrihai&agR aprsemeayg thaprriesiisagesed ageynk es that the total
contributions not exceed the price of the gift; ensures there is no

val ue transf 8PS gach IRINLRLFCRASES & abtalp the: eewaedsdupgram: fdints Resqsiatecheithenis s

been judged her poRIoBYE BRSRFdbse; assists the joint purchasers to pay
appropriate proportions of the overall purchase; and which assists the

vendor by id@amtsinbyiquiréMaknbéﬂaﬁipraffha%ﬁﬁnw&@@éﬁq bSusedgi ft, and identifying

the people who are participating in the purchase. Enbodi nents of the

present ¢ nvedllove thelbineplitthdse tPEOMRBANBnIPbndMtage;0f the above features.
Advant ageously, if the vendor knows the purchase is a gift, it can include

a conpl i srentautymaticaly kdePs track FARKRYMenRbydr BERBEH 1He Fétifnanbersone
i nformati on about its business or products when the gift i1s delivered.

Thus t hee di férisarelstthat it texpesiibvtorisafliot Bkcebd BRIJHEY bbe @0t enti al  cust omer
b :

in the vendor's target market, and of mailing pronotional itens and

i nf or matd on dmuestbes is pevhios AakfEMfréhend pilfehdebss @BNfe dnddien@RERSRNe 2

custoner. F [, . Vendor can reward the Coordinator for organising
‘the gift bng#\%%ﬁg?g%@ %’c%??gﬁ}hture purchasers or other incentives.

hi . . furth b j f d non-gifts).
Last 1y, i n- ohgbnEHifkATERars o 067 buban beehions bt PRl ol oAb and nei r

consent to jwiighin by visiting the vendor's web site and providing their
credit card details. This provides the vendor with an opportunity to
provi de * t heasgisisdhe Mendalr by identifieg hatithichpropdsed patdhase Ishagiftyihd idenddng age

themto mkepegﬂ%hﬂg\%raré’gér‘ﬁaﬁﬁ 93‘ tb?gbnt?:ﬁaéem ure (e.g. specials, pronotional

material etc), preSent 1 nven n provides a retailing nmethod executabl e

by a cormmb&iiments bethe pradehtificRfon dtiaeptlghevidd 6ne5§'al é@'gg tgg%ggfe b Sufes.

prospective purchaser in response to a request, el ng associ at ed

W th a yprehfabéolRORWE venbor knows the purchase is a gift, it can include a complimentary item
in the package, or a greeting card and some information about its business or products when
the gift is delivered. Thus the difficult and expensive tasks of identifying a potential customer in
the vendor's target n_'larket, and of mailing promotional items and information have been
performed in the time of, and at the expense of, a customer. Further, the Vendor can reward the
Coordinator for organising the gift by giving discounts on future purchasers or other incentives.
This may serve fo encourage further purchases (gifts and non-gifts). Lastly, in one embodiment
of the invention, the Participants signify their consent to join in by visiting the vendor's web site
and providing their credit card details. This provides the vendor with an opportunity to provide
these potential customers with information that will encourage them to make further purchases
in the future (e.g. speclals, promotional material etc).

The present invention provides a retailing method executable by a computer system, including
the steps of:

sending a page to a prospective purchaser in response to a request, said page being
associated with a specific product: '




A 7 NOV 20U5 receiving a purchase proposal from said prospective purchaser
for direct purchase of said product at a fixed price, the puzc—};m prosal
including identifier information of persons nomnated by th pétd ve

pur chaser and i nf o tion selected at |east in part by the

prospective pﬂ%&%ﬁg@?&%ﬁ% %@Hﬁ’%?m'a U} RIGRRECHYS RYychaner fert digct Hrehmserdf but e
to pur cif88dPreduct gl al fixscopriset thet pusatiade bropesal iidiuekhg IBBRIREF REMAbtion B YRR

further poRiHg ecutin retailing nethod,

|l udi ng HaRbyine AIERberRle PSR Wl PR o forbsion cleader pRchib Bbnse
to a req%e‘éstf’? RI@frRgcliyea gerchasangsaid seniimtiet persohs dete abmhinataar RAesHtibUEaES
for receipu&cﬁ&e%fl@hﬁﬂﬁmetﬁrsg@q&gé fd.om sai d prospective purchaser for
direct purchase of said product B¥*®a ti xed price, the purchase proposal

i ncl udi nghé Rexbh § Rf tiap, of persons nom.nated by the prospective
pur chaser @nd-phﬁ@ﬁ%@gﬂt@?ﬂﬁidﬁ orted 1 'HP@E‘i BYSery oy exacw airﬁaﬁﬁw megipds he
pr ospect MP&CHEr chaser, sai d nom nated persons being nominated to

contribute to | sai.d fixed price. The present

i nvention_f rTﬁﬂSCﬂﬁgg?ﬂﬁ_egsgjiag%? %%?#%%)F givaesﬁdﬁ‘gjaﬁs'f WO@Q%Q{EEJ? éﬁfeggﬁ $pid
conput er P2 1S Ssgﬁﬁtﬁﬁmthgspﬁ‘éﬁ%m@!@@tof, receiving at said conputer system
a page in respeaseior GecdivirRld GicHale pRfpBkal il da; a&g?pe%ﬁ\beng?r%%%gg h%tgr%&w th

~a speci f] duct.; creating_a purchase proposa I're S

sai d pr oé?%’?gsgt"? aig ipfféﬁ'gtpﬁ'ti%@edwﬁ@ the; prahaserasencsel isgludiegridentiiier ipfmmatare

pr oposal of pecdons ino@inatkeity the @FoshBdRE BBichaddr @hd L Rak a
prospect joy, Bufgé}pﬁze{heand u .cﬁase ?grtrcm i,rl;f or %g{cﬁg%tggﬁgﬁ%@@lgfsé%c&%q at |
part by the prospecttvid® Y Buichases; spid gianHnated) neesose nkelige nerginatsdi toat ed
t o cont r¢a5tribytette pushasshei seidafrociet 4t spiddidetcpricat said fixed price; and

subm fting said purchase proposal to a retailer system The present

i nvent i oFfef presenéinventori fletheraprogitied b iréteil PBiCASShE R HOH A Sutho %B%Opé}%bﬂﬁenﬁér

system gifaql WiiAg: ving a purchase proposal froma prospec
pur chaserysf of‘ﬁg#u?@gttﬁeg%% AlafSe of a specific product at a fixed price, the

purchase pr offergiiing atcaisdéanpuitel spstemi sepaderth osspohsOn ®tequBStH&BRr, WAl fRked by

t he prospag!ds¥soidiy ase @}3’ hase term information selected at
| east in partregg?é he prog%e ergdu[’)cgrchaser, sai d nom nat ed persons being

noni nated to® RiRyTREse Bropasat firistiredfpusatiade pf sald prodaict sted fkelii prRg uaihbce.
The presart comptast s u Vi of er . able stora havi ng
stored th r.c MAEK s¥torhy M BlrcREd R@%”?&ﬂwﬁidgeﬁ@%{ﬁ Orh%gd?‘?ﬁﬁ‘ér;

eon Joro?ram_lnstructlo C
cause t IS érgﬁeﬁh o9 P %p%iy? GHFENESRE and purchase term information selected at least in part -
by the prospective purchaser, said nominated persons being nominated to contribute to

purchase of said product at said fixed price; and

submitting said purchase proposal to a retailer system.

The present invention further provides a retailing method executable by a computer system
including:

receiving a purchase proposal from a prospective purchaser for direct purchase of a
specific product at a fixed price, the purchase proposal including identifier information of
persons nominated by the prospective purchaser and purchase term information selected at

least in part by the prospective purchaser, said nominated persons being nominated to
contribute to purchase of said product at said fixed price.

The present invention further provides computer readable storage having stored thereon
program instructions which, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to perform the




8 1 7 NOV 20CG-5 steps of the. -above nethods. The present invention also -
provi des conputer software for perfornming the steps of the{abhyp Q%} ghods.
The present invention generally relates to a systemand nethod for Pool ed

El ect r onistepsPof tmaabdwe #i6thBEs. aTHEC bMRENIS Ho&RiIEh adih Bﬂﬁrd%% i rpgrﬁ(rlaér?s%tare for

systens. |t addr S |iorates one or nore of

associ at &g QMR Sfﬂppyftﬁa,a PuesTPgoSheci fic gifts that are encountered
when usi nr% tradi ti onal nethods, and the known denmand aggregation and

donati on QCEE?ﬁ%ﬂtaWWO%WEFﬁHy traletasgte at Bystera and| methiodnfaof P@olsbeﬁbeqtmnlcr tem

or itens PuneHaging eing ra's‘éﬁrer §ys’f’e§ﬁ aﬁW ohd'8r MSr%déﬂént:)é?%}QHrs de Eg?yr@%si\]és or '3 i

specrfred by a cust ntﬁ referred to as I nat or erac |ve
est abl i sPHENP" 810 X Qeﬁ’m@?@'? eARseFiated (WiHyiidati purebasing tspatilic s;ﬂfﬁnmahgaref fer

(known asnaod?t'é?ed?ﬁvﬁ@ﬂﬁ@’@ trddRtioBEM SRS bndMeGnbRP 8&Rahd Eéﬁi"e%moﬁ Qhd abﬁb Br?r rrs

and con Pu ch e Ternms) as part of a singl€ purchase or
t he assi g‘%ﬁéﬁ@%@%{s dentrfrer by the server systemto that PEP

Proposal ; the .communi catron of the PEP Proposal to a plurality of potenti al
partici pént sthe(qerﬂﬂ’?’e%frass}’ec‘%'@ﬁ%%’t%lﬁfr‘ewhﬁ'fe sy fsice isi st by thesvemder, usirgadelivery

aut omati ¢ evikaimHkliaupa0fiecl Blskiet feifhdfto bhheldbdrlifigfon;  SPONSes by the

server system which ensures those responses are consistent with the terns

of the PEP ﬂ’reQﬁl@f:‘e@h\re e%tﬁﬂzlréﬂ?ﬁ‘erﬁ@ﬁ'@ @ér\!ré?@yﬂémtd?ﬁ (Bﬁ gﬁﬂ?&ﬁrsisfénﬁ)@ rﬁ\f'ﬁn&ﬁfer hat

the ten-ns the EF']?FD sal_are satisfied, erm nat

of fer in the QWA @S REP FI@posall t Bpy onper spate shesan iariso @n Rsreingemihand
present i nvecdridiione(tiebP@ShassTams) as bart 6654 SRdIE plicRateiidse terns,
interactively with the server system which ensure that the correct anount

‘Wi ll be rai sthe asgignraentbheusiqud kibntiier BOths seibissiei ot PE prhpapg that the
participants will contribute appropriate anounts to the overaII t ot al

t hrough the tseosimunizaiianus! the PEPi Rroposan tove pluealis,. offrteardianBaticpdits lihdtees)
i nvention errm"%sev e'o%’rﬁ:r@%ﬁ% {Jé}é{ on. mechani sms to check the purchase terms

for Iogical errors that 78t them from bei ng fulfilled. Logically

| ncons! s} ot yRUARASE ol Bl IE MREHLBISH AP BRESS S g Lig system

assists the custoners renove |0gica

provi des eacHSiSHyi whieh &ﬁsuipi)d!nqsenreeponses \drezoasisterppitovtae t ferms i giye RS
pur chase |tem0965d]taﬁgs bef ore maki ng the purchase, and ensures that
acceptances are consistent with the Purchase Terns. The preferred

enbodi neat  athk Qi&ﬁrplé%ﬁ of trﬁaﬁiﬁréhats@ |ﬁ QHé re'vEMt fRat A8 R YR 5?# é&s%r% ldy by
using their i e st ens, enabl es the transfer ar FBm t he
cust omers t o aﬁ#éd‘,@qﬁg ination of the offer in the event that they are not.
The preferred embodiment of the present invention enables customers to establish purchase
terms, interactively with the server system, which ensure that the correct amount will be raised

(.e. there will be no surplus or shortfall) and that the participants will contribute appropriate
amounts to the overall total through the use of various contribution methods.

Embodiments of the invention employ various evaluation mechanisms to check the purchase
terms for logical errors that will prevent them from being fulfilled. Logically inconsistent purchase
terms are not allowed to proceed, and the system assists the customers to remove logical flaws.,

The invention preferably provides each Invitee an opportunity to view and approve the

suggested purchase item or items before making the purchase, and ensures that acceptances
are consistent with the Purchase Terms.

The preferred embodiment allows participants to contribute their payments individually by using
their own client systems, and enables the transfer of value from the customers to the vendor to

9




9 1 7 NOV 2605 be delayed until a sufficient nunber of people have
commtted to purchase the itemor itens in accordance with tg?hf PUé@gSase
Ternms. One enbodi nent assesses the progress of the PEP Propi) alO¥ ek gh the

use of a I.es ~.algorithmg which able it to identify whether the

pur chase B Seigs QUL < BulRenL et Lirorl e cominiief o Hihesd e deBa dpmeh
cannot béceandanss sfitoithe Biashdsg Tetmscoor di nates the admini stration of orders
and assists in the delivery of the itens once purchased. Enbodi nents of the

i nvtent i o@narasnlgaeimmrmlabgesééﬂl)ﬂ'em;ﬁgrﬁﬁ 6f1thé @letmrta;rogom%rb@t #hbluad op A Srigeor of
system o ; : e ..na n ectronli c_co rce porta
o4t bl 1 SRS PERWAE efige FLIe R el Src BulhPed S8 Bop RS et 1t ne

i nvent i oRudoessfhllysarasmecdtcessiulaaraanbt g syap@fsfsfecF]_eﬁt!yb%/cootdk%tés%@Ekim[n'iﬁraﬁﬁf Vgr
system : , nuention, the saftware may be installe
Eﬁarg&gtah& bs GO rGhe 8&{\%&1%'{' ' g]sgﬁaﬁ‘: HﬂCS%?ea'

and exec y a server SyS retailer. In another

aspect, rfor C f the inventign resides in the purchasing steps
execut edEEl';E/’ o@%ﬁh@c eeﬁ"’? IPRE™S %?"ﬁ?ﬁy Haﬁ%mﬁmeij Hbs‘éi‘ﬁfed?’?#a'f‘ﬁtﬁ"qﬁlrorb? S8NECti ve
pur chasesyséem pf a paiailer who iagéatarthas)aﬁ\dmtrbmb Zbﬁﬁr@&%hrywtﬁredtéb;ﬁshdd&bﬁiénmg'tﬁeirb .
server t : i ng. t ho t he .sof t war r enablin
the - pur ERA0de bLeriOR, FACL RO TS Bratis T e esphtus St e &y
system thedeialesmenes systame traandtien aspedt bbthelnaintise rthe scitwapel ety Eyastaiiedy t h
t he serv ' : t D_ Brief description
of the. dry Pl By a3enaPHcRaR R BRIk 175 res 3 1 Bhdthordsp . 6° ERTBRRES
envir onrr%ﬁye Jipveptien residag i 1Haparchgsing: bleps sxgautad hyoa phrshasee st termend: heietm .

Fi gur e 2thesCaording®l ioki i r M Ll . '

erbodi ment of. Che. risﬁ*?"#vg%’?’?ﬁ% PRl GRaBH ] felref Wity the

di agr am SHRIRI$ §CVRle [ conruRt the: pogledhPyrbasie. Aidgugtt thenselvaymifasaénabling tsage

di spl ayi pgoieser teroréas thél purcHabd Prépodall Fesitiel | sVitH agramsidtbis thatidvatifdre.
process Si s h Coordi nator to establish

! ich.the server system can as t the or
the Pur c'ﬂ%é%@%r%ef%rﬁamﬂeﬂﬁ HePPYRIB Hfth the sriverds sfiectesbangenableddyethat
sinplifisdfitwareock di agrans showi ng the el enents that mght be present on
typi cal web pages that assist the Coordinator to establish logically
consi st et ucchase Ter,ns when different contribution nethods have been
sel ect eck -Fié!'le sagplionsofithe dmawnmgsrrs illustrating .algorithms
that can be used to check whether the Purchase Terms estabtished by the

Coor di nat;Qr... af i gal consistent for different contribution nethods.
6‘*]&1!‘631 3 4 ﬂ%cﬁc‘%a‘ ¥logk Elagram 01‘t one network env?ronment which is particularly well .

suited to the present invention.

Figure 2 is a simplified flow diagram providing an overview of one embodiment of the present
invention,

Figure 3 is a simplified block diagram showing the elements that might be present on a typical
web page displaying an item for sale.

Figure 4 is a flow diagram illustrating the process by which the server system can assist the
Coordinator {o establish the Purchase Terms for a new PEP Proposal.

Figures 5A, 5B and 5C are simplified block diagrams showing the elements that might be

present on typical web pages that assist the Coordinator to establish logically consistent
Purchase Terms when different contribution methods have been selected,

Figures 6A, 6B and 6C are flow diagrams illustrating algorithms that can be used to check
whether the Purchase Terms established by the Coordinator are logically consistent for different
contribution methods.,
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101 7 NOV 205 Figure 7 is a flow diagram providing an overview of how the
Vendor's server system handles the responses and non-respon esﬁﬁ%{}%‘e
Invitees in one enbodi nent. Figures 8A, 8B and 8C are sinpli fi &d%

di agr ans 1 e el enents of possible individual response pages under
di ffer entﬁ ué\ngr'\n%"s @‘p"‘iﬂ'ﬁ'?ﬁagbﬁ H‘AP'P%ER opgnyjew ef lpw the Yebtioissedicngysiem Sirméstye a
possi bl e TpAsoREeH andaroeesasesTaBetHohMlte6AR oRE ciiBEEmbAr  al ternative Purchase
Term con%i’nat ions in one enbodi nent. Figures,10A, 106 and 10C are flow -
di agr ans Figuress 8AaBBnand e Mgt sihperedal) ' desi o, deten-nin

whet her g, dRiR.aPx 9;?0%%?' i s succh,gsful gﬁ{\g% @sssguﬁﬁ'gfq%%ﬁ'%eniso%@s%e
successful. B Dot Al 889%%%?{@ STBRt R¥chaRR TerAveaenaiins. 1. Net wor k envi r onment
Figure | Fiq%réag? unctional bl ock di agram of one network environment which is
particul arly® w1 oY JRgamshoving apiassiblstaymertracteniancEhmgditig cambel egiciop a
Vendor ' s alfysatvmPLithaseiérahconitiitisnsin oRO8BSLIRLACT F ONi ¢ pur chasing servi ce
to the world at large. The Vendor's Systemis conprised of the server

ar chi t ecFiguees1d, 185 AR 00! oW d i ; ; rocessing,the informtion
requiredg Mniﬁ@ea‘%ﬁeseﬁ Envent i_o'r%%t% IE%%OE E"libntgﬁdﬁgé’dgg%ﬁ?”gwﬁegef@ﬂ?d%i ch
cont ai ns T he'Wehdare’d Q%El Feposal s gusaensiub ainpingessfl 05 camnb bhgerpagascessiul.
associated with the present invention 109. Al so |located on the server
system ape t - j,nvent ory dat abase 103 whi ch contains
i nf or mtmﬂd.é g Fégarc!pﬁé}bg*sﬁb@k"h“ﬁ)hkmri ng requirenents and

which may all ocate particular itens to particular custonmer orders; (h) a
PEP Prqu’Sa'NéﬂW@i’R%%ﬁap‘ngg? contains the non-financial information
e ro

relating to each of t posals, including the details of the

| nvi t eesFiglifaer Bug &ln T ; | pistrative details, and records of
the | nvi tlgtgg '591 es o%ﬁg ' Sgglg d ﬁ%ﬁogg@aﬁ‘?%ﬂ?( THrAHae WHE: is pasiculany Iwedle

credit cHf CotrRRaNt dweatians The skiagtesh depicts alUendoEx ByBleas 10f WIMHOLASE 4
syst ens pdoid edsttrohle pieREsiRYsdri 1QL to,maintajn the :

i nformatyj on }rvglpl u]ﬂtep(\/l cr é)q'?/b?t @&*?‘Sﬁ‘%’ﬁ%@o%?’a?@%?@sgéww YO 51c00PHegkofoi by
Oracle %& 8? L FENCCtH 408 FrsBPRSRie fasManag@ing and eebcessingittie idftmdIRe 86qATE

mani pul presardfirtveation. BRRbIIEARIJES BSyeb' 45 ryer-side scripting

| anguageg, &rﬁa? %% ch%tl s ASP, Al Iﬁ??gﬂ&rpoﬁgaﬁ%n%g "E%‘i%? geresale- The

Vendor's rS@M e to §“ ©REPE IBRPRtes With e riessint ingentioh di0o eXsoobated bhe

dat abaséhsrggveriseste sire thaetdadataeenss many servers). Alternatively, it may be
sinpler than the one depicted (for exanple, it mght conbine the three ‘

separ at e (lat abawerstoryrtatabass it 08 Which X6MER infokthation regarding the levels of stock and

ordering requirements and which may allocate particuiar items to particular customer
orders;

(i) a PEP Proposal database 107 which contains the non-financial information relating to

each of the PEP Proposals, including the details of the Invitees, the Purchase Terms,
the administrative details, and records of the Invitees’ responses; and

(i)  a payment database which may include credit card and other details (see below) 110.

Examples of database systems that can be used by the Vendor's System 101 to maintain the
information include Microsoft Corperation’s Access 7.0/2000 or Oracle 9f by Oracle Corporation.
The information contained in such databases are manipulated by software applications created
using server-side scripting languages such as Microsoft's ASP, Allaire Corporation's Coldftsion,
The Vendor's System 101 may be more complex than depictéd (for ex_émple. the database may
be distributed across many servers). Alternatively, it may be simpler than the one depicted (for
example, it might combine the three separate databases into a single system).
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Vendor ' sMokilpgieRes &eei ves HTTP requests to access web pages on the web site
_identified by URLs and provides the web pages to the client systens in
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ser ver - dsd@avididr a crasor t rporation’ s ASP ofr '
Allaire Cor \gé;dz’itri o%%“%#ﬁ%?%%ﬁg%@?%ﬁydﬁﬁ%% gg'fpﬁéaﬁpﬂwaﬁ &8k bgyeeq foat er)
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ecéivés requests to access web pages on the web site identified by URLs and
pr 0Vlde§ the web pages to the client systems in response. Information distribution is controlled
through the use of a server-side scripting language such as Microsoft Corporation’s ASP or
Allaire Corporation’s Coldfusion. The Coordinator, the Invitees and (later) the Participants would
have access to certain portions of the information contained on the inventory database 103 and
the PEP Proposal database 107 via PEP-related pages on the vendor's web site 109 such as

the Individual Response Pages and the Status Pages (discussed below). This information may
be password protected.

The present invention administers the transfer of value from the customers to the vendor in the
event that the PEP Proposal is completed, and the goods and services are purchased jointly.
The value transfers effected using the present invention can be made using a variety of
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event that the PEP Proposal is.conpleted, and the goods and services are
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jointly. “Such itenms may be any good or service where the price is set by
t he Vengor b?{the[ than the Participants. Figure 3 illustrates an exanpl e of
a web p&g QIVI®W d be sent to the Coordinator's client systemby the
vendor'Figserver systemin this part of the process 201. There is a sunmary

descri pt Ui ol & $igplifiedfiogaiiagram getviairgesh s\eshdd Bfﬁhgfbr&gs%%eipg%%\sg 5. and an °

ti Wiercif ' | . "shopping cart” purchase e%ﬁ%tomar
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price is set by the Vendor rather than the Participants.

Figure 3 iliustrates an example of a web page that would be sent to the Coordinator's client
system by the vendor's server system in this part of the process 201. There is a& summary

description of the item 301, a detailed description of the item 305, and an optidn to commence a

conventional “shopping cart” purchase 302. A Customer commences a Pooled Electronic

Purchase by clickingvon the dedicated button 303. A bution enabling the Coordinator fo obtain
an explanation of the invention might also be provided 304. One skilled in the art would be

fami'Iiar with the use of such buttons on web pages and would appreciate that the various
sections described can be omitted orrearranged or adapted in various ways.

A Coordinator accessing the present invention by dlicking on the relevant option 303 would be
taken to a shopping cart-type web page, where he or she would be given the opportunity to
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famliar with the use of such buttons on web pages and woul d appreciate
that the various sections described can be omtted orrearranged or adapted
in various ways. A Coordinator accessing the present invention by clicking
on the relevant option 303 would be taken to a shopping cart;type web
page, where he or she would be given the opportunity to 13 3. V2 o5
confirmthe selection, or to continue shopping. Such a web page would
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6B and BC, and are discussed in greater detail in section 3(d).

The process proceeds when the PEP Proposal is published fo the Invitses namin.atad by the
Coordinator at step 204, Depending Upon the circumstances of the purchase, the PEP Proposal

might be published directly or Indirectly to the Invitees. Where the

purchase is between a grou
of strangers (such as o

the purchase of equipment for charitable purposes on behalf of an aid
agency) the PEP Proposal might be published using indirect marketing methods such as print or
web advertising, Where the purchase is between a group of friends, tﬁe PEP Proposal would be
published directly to the Invitees, perhaps by e-mail or by (Short Message Service) SMS text to
a cellutar mobile phone utflising technologies such as GSM, CDMA or TDMA .

The fnvitees then respond to the PEP Proposal, and the server system stores their details
pending evaluation at step 208, Where the PEP Proposal has been communicated to the
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of strangers (such as the purchase of equi pnent for charitabl e purposes on
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responses and non-responses %y nS"\"ng a series of watchdog algorithnms. In

t he pref &y sdved | . esent _invention, this is not a

cont i nuous, pr C%ﬁﬁ%?&ﬁa%ﬁ%%ﬁ%@gﬁ%ﬁe ?’Wﬁe%’@éw&ﬁé'éd BeN-feepinoel by eeNa S,
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1013 ancggl‘{.}(;‘e@, lwﬁ%m\ésg%ﬁ?accqrdi ng t o 1he CoRerPdiceyests. aahiss dhernesinief by

t he Coordi nator. Thel | 8 2307 piRege pidatey Theetgerithintse- whieh Ber iidsheli @5 5 Of

the PEP §5faipbdanres #i\ g OBeori 108t wib viry baydidd & ‘?'E%“Q'ﬁﬁé‘%r}@%h%ﬁ@ﬁ%%“ e that
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t he PEP k¥ cposinbtol STHRRIHY 0 e Particjpants, an X is
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pr oposalyiife e terms of a PEP Proposat have not been met
that they can be met (206
step205 (although

(207 = no), and there is no possibility
= no) the PEP Proposal terminates at or before the cut-off date at
there might be an option for the Coordinator to extend the proposal or to
recommence another proposal along similar ines), The Participants are able o check the
progress of the process at any Stage by downioading a status page from the server system.

Where the terms of the PEP Proposal have been met (207 = yes), and the terms have been

optimised for the Parficipants (212 = ves), confirmation e-mails are sent {o the Participants at
step 211, and there is a value transfer to the vendor at step 210. There are a number of ways in
which the vendor could store and deal with the payment details provided by customers aﬁd the
progress of orders taken using the present invention. The vendor would need to address a
number of problems that could potentially arise i the standard “real time’ authorisation
procedures for credit cards is used. if an invitee’s credit card is charged as soon as the !n\;ite.e
provides his or her details, this amount would need to be refunded if the Purchase Terms are
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Pur chas | [ e ow |aram| ustratlng a process
by whi cﬁs}ﬁé g{rfa\‘}glfﬁu?hg? g‘rﬁﬁhgoé% é’%ﬁ"gﬁ ﬂ?%@f%‘@ N FRtyediky Wt #YarstYsienyi cal
Pur chaseduriag s Fﬁﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂ:b& eaplyed Miacdifterértrorder fmmvthatiiepibtedart wi |1 appreci ate
that the process depicted in figure 4 can be undertaken in one or nore

st eps byt embediment degsritethbeRut theevevenisydtern nesis GRPCHEGinatoR & bakNEABLd ON
capture r n.be captured in a

i Ft or oy rendsRETS RS b6 st R sEh e e ebed 1985 CRRimeatt Plepl &y cthe « he
server sSPEteHn ofsthpe’ Pages V(Ebofﬁdfi depandingoupst died ivahousheeleBiohe hmage g We by

sendi ng dmam@@p@jr%%é/ﬁgcéggges to the Coordinator's client system The
content of these pages will very dependi ng upon the various sel ecti ons made

by the Ayoorgtimmistfatiddubfadst he process.

The first page sent to the Coordinator at this stage of the process elicits the administrative
detalls at step 401. The total cost of the purchase must be ascertained by the completlon of this
step. The total cost includes not only the price of the chosen item or items, but also any
assoclated taxes and imposts, delivery costs, greeting card and wrapping charges.
Ascertalnment of the total cost enables the correct division of the purchase between the
Participants. Therefore, it is necessary to ascertain:

)} the address for delivery;

if}  the last delivery date, or delivery method (overnight courier, ordinary mail, or pick up etc);

i) whether a card is to be delivered with the gift and (optionally) the choice of card; and
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a) Admnistrative details The first page sent to the Coordinator at this
stage of the process elicits the admnistrative details atle?tstim g% The
total cost of the purchase nust be ascertained by the conpl hi s
step. THe wbether arystrappicd isdequinedtandihey clidie 4hdicost Bthdt fpapeigsen item or
Items, but also any associated taxes and inposts, delivery costs, greebng

card aﬁﬁisvvfeawabl@@rcﬂharmr syﬁsmetbtuauﬁw@atdacrébatseemrhorh%rmsﬁbﬁtor?ﬂw%bbfrﬁ:uéhe
correct eﬂj %b%n of@}c{rgqxﬁurc ase bet ween eg Parti cl pants her ef ore
is necessaﬂy 9%%c ¥rinests gefsesiat oW’“Hé’Iel“(?EP%/ intpj spegifie regians,
del i vempjovitaes states debountries. méeoaﬂd(tﬂnﬂrdhlagj% déQldrbeeéddeGréi’jtd?ﬁdtMaIW%|the or

pi ck up, e card i ered with the gift and

(opti oﬁa ‘F%et*r'%“"éé’%omg n?) rﬁ"@g%naﬁﬂ Q'E @5t ”?"\)’)bevﬂ*\f@?ﬂ%f; KeRE

\(/jvr appi ﬁgch igformaationrupcto dated Ifttheverrdora‘;eymﬂ camdt a@éesb i3t uiMrﬁrBﬁbﬂfﬁ}méaiatéI?
esira r t i nclu I nfornmati on on

fhe Lol & dedfahd) HEfe e R Bl Tnd 1 Bedies Chibing: agpeteens

del i vetneaitaking fomsbe Bpprshrratsvg itamer for qﬁdmnammmresembmg@sr Thesedoht ivolvéese

addi ti %mh%m%%&nﬁgwn%lgeca@g\g ,%Héorrat ically to the total price.

- However Is informati on may not be readily available, or it may be
difficy t Lan ate. |f the ven stem
cannot ngaeggrk?@?]se |§n or‘h@%ﬂ%ﬂnﬁl lrtnl%eaéi’g?’l gxisg TM?ycﬂptfoga@’e?? a{g'leeffﬁ‘%/"l‘i%?e are
two al EYTRaHen M therfeoordinaler: i nvol ves obtai ning a personal undertaki ng from
t he Coordr nator to pay for additional unforeseen charges. The second

_invol v¥ks Kriari?ia@offtgeomsem@rﬁ Birthrdiay, hristas gtedaingsta); | abl e. I n addition to
- the above information, the server systemmay optionally seek the fol I oW ng
i nf or mél i othe et datefocteravitees’ oespondest he details of the occasion (i.e.
Birthday, Christmas, Wedding etc); vi) the cut-off date for the Invrtees
respongiés WhﬂtmgrtmaﬂUepagmle tsbapasswprigeotestet Gander RaMe\Waksvapd;@ngct ed, and i f
so, the password; and viii) the nanme of the ultinate recipient. As this

i nf or ndit)i dhe oame af the Inineitg @icipiedt, by uti |l i sing conventi onal web-based know
how, this page is not described or depicted here. b) Contribution nethods

Once tAetrasanfarmqaronmen biibe bbRMeaSE GlillsRigNReveriiBal HRHWR PN Kl nt & és'econd page

ascert t|on nmet hod is preferred by sen
to thegagtsde IJr’rat 00?9 %Etsa 402 A Contribution Method is a nethod for

-~ di vi d| r'rﬁng act chase price anongst the Participants. In the
preferred e 'I‘ he present I nvention, there are three different

Contri But ol l}/q ﬁ
the to pnce as been ascertained, the server system then ascertains which contribution

method is preferred by sending a second page to the Coordinator at step 402. A Contribution
Method is a method for dividing up the exact purchase price amongst the Participants. In the

preferred embodiment of the present invention, there are three different Contribution Methods.
These allow for payments:

(i) in_equal shares (step 403). This is where two Participants pay half each, three pay
thirds, four pay quarters, and so on;

(i) in unequal amounts specified by the Coordinator (step 404). The individual contributions
might be of any amount, providing that together they add up to the total price. For

example, Participants A, B and C might be asked to contribute $40, $20 and $20
respectively, or perhaps $40, $25 and $15 towards an $80 item;

(i)  in Unequal amounts chosen by the Invitees (step 405): Each Invitee is free to nominate
the sum they would like to contribute. In one embodiment of the invention, the PEP

Proposal will end successfully as soon as the required amount is raised.
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These allow for paynents: (i) "in equal shares (step 403). This is where
two Participants pay half each, three pay thirds, four pay 1q?3% ers, and
soon; (Hl'l)be '\,n qjelrl}eg;ueyil anounts specified by the Coordinator (‘s ’934(1%2 The
i ndi vi du%Id > COMTY P HRIPBREN Use dirserfeonttbutiony Matiodsito agsiso helCBsHIhbRE 1o g tder

t hey addindlyidual dohigiblitoh&| wHikizf the e 4 e .Participants A B and C i ght
be askediliRe &R %wﬁgute $40, $20 zgﬁ{c‘? K Oéﬂglathﬁ tggﬁhééé? 85“%@?“%%%%5@ ap $25
and $15 towardsan $8¢"Peem (iii1) in unequal anobunts chosen by the

Inviteesg?(st$$l@zolzg: Each Invitee is free to nomnate the sumthey would
| i ke to Cont f% n one enbodi nent of the invention, the PEP Pr oposal

w | | end‘é’ﬁuccgssfuljy as soon as the required amount is raised. 17 9 7 NOV
2005 The "enieogrdigior specifien thasdhe Ineitees Galnbe hékediito BoMALIRTS o4 gLl Lhe
I'me

Coor di nastep 408 1edr shb il tHadipi [ibutipons, while at t sane

ensuri ng 61%& tgﬁsre cg\{rllli_trtiiaguﬁ\éi %‘#g& g)%\g,g,%ﬂy pfaalgLfBUSttP@”t%fq tthe pPpGheseaste
price. (|§ Gudis dpfermationywel dleteningothie cimambors peangd &F dridints) Rat! Suent ees
W || be Restigghrt avilt alifmatdptite i S step 403, he or she w |

t hen be %%hosj\n nany Ewejo I”eajB Ir?ﬁg)tu%%}ér i c?’%g't%@aitoﬁ ?ﬁ’e"ﬁ’ﬁ?l”éf?ﬁeseét””“ﬁleép
406. Thi(ﬁsﬁ 1 q?mn r THEETBh %B]aﬁ' BhiniEMyrh aumber o Patisipantst Wher: Dct ATMBEL &)

t hat ea ! ts kaspizgah Sdlddted) |thd | i .._The Coaordi nat or
can nonmipyad t’é@%ﬂ%ﬂf@e‘r’ maxi g&%g,l ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%}ﬁ%@%&xﬁ‘%ﬁaﬁﬂamﬁwﬁ c?ﬁ_ﬁﬂchurﬂ)er '
of Partiglgji@_]or"z;prﬁR Séch er e "d”?gl’aq?ﬁr%faredhe Cogiidinaterr spedifieshmmirtreem, matieomhedt, the
server 1T sechmedimoiot atrebérhel ParBEsants I ber0br 7 uﬁi%&ii:ﬁétgae'm[ﬁ'ﬁs?e |
cont ri bigm i e t Coor di nator specifies a mni flxi mum
or mini nudr%masry?jht%gileﬁg%a%%gg%@ft%gﬁaﬁwméi pants, the server systemwill

cal cul a ; n t hat uld be payable by the Participants.
The coo???%c{ﬁ'}%?oﬁ{ ﬁgﬁ’%&%@ ST hE UPiteaRocqHadt tsis at stepA00. Tesaidesilat

step 4082y yhecde taenane and emmyailicnidtess er mbBild)HERe ADENLEr, FTRb ImcHild pdi RndtPC! | ©
phone n &, ' nunber be used by the sefver sy mto
cont act w“dzvi%t ue%?_ %ﬂ E%E%érger'{ %%E@ ‘P&QPE‘PHP‘%%F\ UEIRg an %%ifq”é thrpkiginthsir mobile -

I nitial Pb‘,’"ecshi'@ﬂq”m Srisrdoioanation iscoesaary 100 eREFEr Bat S ThiiRed %béi@eeqh%

t he

r ecei veCob®iinafgpeiiitaddhor' s invitation. In the preferred enbodi nent,
server systemw || then ask whether these Invitees can be substituted

(i.e. rapthacssisredt Bar waddi tional people can be asked to partictpate

In the %%s at m'é%ﬁt @’r ﬂ%i %e&éétsygtf@pw’ﬁg@n ﬁ“%ew eih¢cthess Yvitersneat bensur e

that t hB"EUMHSa4e Pelared)ace whather matitignat paspls teantbe BskedeiaPatifpate In the
‘purchase at a later time at step 412.

The server system must ensure that the Purchase Terms are internally consistent. For example,
where a minimum number of five Invitees are asked to contribute equal amounts at step 4086,
the Coordinator must have nominated at least five invitees at step 412, or else allowed
additional invitegs to be added at a later stage at step 412, The server system evaluates'the
Purchase Terms using the relevant logical evaluation algorithm at step 412, This algorithm is

depicted in detail at figure BA and is discussed in detail below.
If the purchase terms are logically consistent, the Coordinator conﬂrm.s them ai step 422.

Figure 5A depicts a web page that might be sent to the Coordinator in one embodiment. It

contains elements that enable the server system to ascertain personal and contact details of the

Coordinator (fields 501, 502, 503 and 504). The server system then asks the Coordinator

whether he or she will become a Participant (505 and 506). By choosing the appropriate radio

button 508, the Coordinator does not need to enter his or her own name at the next stage 507.

The Coordinator then enters the first name 513, last name 514 and-email address 515 of each
18




where a m ni mum nunber of five . Invitees are asked to contribute equal
amounts at step 406, the Coordinator nmust have nomi nated &t7 Negspidsi ve
invitees at step 412, or else allowed additional invitees to be added at a

ater o dadoninshepmisdnurtiepaeeyns N3 SR IUNN R S o BHERBRSHSTTS, |

using th Y L ogLcal .eval uation al him a

is depi gg%*%gq &‘rﬁ% eé°&?5§“ﬁ‘ﬁgg% F@"@ﬂdaﬁqﬂ!ﬁéswhsa@ulgmacmm ol ¥Bag driptyatiryy. the f

t he pur cHRS®INA Micks en thedgaddt! Butos @RS 51 i.pator _confirns them
o} HE ﬁ{g Co&rﬁiﬁat‘éﬁ?ﬁrﬁgﬁggﬁ rﬁem the

at step ' epicts a web page that m MY &M
Coor di naﬂﬁ%ﬂaﬁégﬁ%&g d I@%Oﬁ%lpatpgggqggﬁg enBdiE|baternd 8. iilibe Ceordinkier themgser ver

syst em t 857488 thailnvitpes canrtml remodb BT THS CI8idMates isqgl?lc;e %’i@en %SP Q&Etﬁ)ig'}at a0

fields b 4) ... The . “system t Ty at
Chether poder selfess ik 836 ol 0B isten in debaioin sedhiobiy) bay O g | o

appr opr i 8V PPty (§21emdi508) artdite ade mvikeeqbs ariees) ﬁ‘?t%ré’iﬁ%ﬁ oéﬁ’ BB S
or her oawesd 'R g 07. . The Coordi nator then n"[e?? {allﬂe
first nape, 513 @%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ?iﬁ%ﬁ@gﬁ back 4oy fhesirstoege di2Seaidh contBiug t7 tHiOV
2005 In £ eliantentl becaimiliae tith the uSE bV Bi; Lransfer
t he ent esodgtsi nformation to the entry boxlbel O\l/Jv 517%?’5?%%{02@0#?&#%%'%e
script (such as Java Script or VB Script) when the Coordinator clicks on

the "addH) bWricivaPémadis LCoprdi nator_can amend any errors in the
i nformation ad?gd by theséogé?%%wgr %OJFE‘@? "g the "Edit" button 518. If

t he Coonghdtalioy p&Ha ' the Invitees can be renoved 519. The
%fr di nat ohel s al soﬁgﬁ;é/%onnmﬁ{teggprﬁ gt 3rp Shpdified bydire Geerdingior ebsieonk h820.

This optT 81° Is3KPd &uRerdhe invitessatontaat imfermiatiomatian 4078 0N Lk £F
i t @ntering tHdsyh : e AT A\ ek ot BBt Tor, . ¢
1 ven g s 3 il S4Bl 98 o o0 (520 A S08). ey

to the frheRloofthgforadt: | to the next 527: One skilled in the
art will be faml,ar Jmé'){hﬁtaﬁ'ﬁgﬂggﬂea?gfe tf’%ﬁipa'dwﬁaﬁthg‘wéﬁﬁtﬁfcﬁfﬁpéﬂlsi de

scri pt s Thé idobrdift sty AR ecifi by the Coordinator Were the
CONtFi %h?% armhhr‘\%{ t??ﬂedgt%@%ﬁééi’ PE sHbsiijuted st Tiaberditayst 413, at

Partici ts
step 40%8‘?@}1'30@0@'1‘%“@% Matwd it iscoassibler totadiel nedMiViRes préviftPhbt aGNIR] on at
step 40%ontdbutiontanioudts A8LP9S!Thef(Bla) pRlt $hi N, Lhlese, amunt s are gl Kvidiial o
par agr agh, g{ﬁ,’) begt . _The Coor c}[ nator eh'?é'%’g Berpenieied| Ry §for emmpig) splitindg e

pai d by each PHvP '8’3 oRgingh coptribation ameurlti)emdhgﬂHteoaidditﬁnaﬁllﬁ@ifée%ﬁwﬁ[er,tﬁaﬁ

i's

named | preserdasimeaas, life 81IP ShiidnUlre er.sta 13.  Under t _
Cont ri bk inQl MR % ?sb %‘éi %'ingédt@ f’gg% {15\%}'? %@?#’é‘g’é’"ﬁf 8% lavitegsit with t he
i ndi vidual’, " contrrB0e fsFmRabhreinaied fghe tvidechats abingrégigbed B sep Y, be
achi evebthidip g much simalepbmpnspl i tting one or nmore of the original
contribution anounts anong the additional Invitees. However, for present

pur poseBhe amaintmioybeqrad Inreden @8ieé filst ad UY YR B SidgnsiRSLiLution of the

.lnvite i . _ ' s is verified by an
) Svaluideaigorithm t step 417. This algorithm s illustrated in detail in figure 6B. Once the

Purchase Terms have been assessed and approved by this algorithm, the Coordinator confirms
the Purchase Terms at step 422,

Figure 5B depicts a web page that

! . might be sent to the Coordinator in‘one embodiment of the
invention. Similar to figure 5A,

it contains elements that enabie the server system to ascertain
personal and contact details of the Coordinator (fields 528, 528, 530 and 531), The Coordinator

is asked whether he or she will become & Participant (532 and 533). By choosing the
- appropriate radio button 533, the Coordinator does not need to enter his or her own name at the
next stage 534. The Coordinator then enters the first name 535, last name 538 and email

address 537 of each Invitee. in contrast to figure 5A, the Coordinator is also asked to enter the

suggested individual contribution amount for each named Invitee 538. The server system
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the new I nvitee paying the anount nom nated for the Invitee that is being
repl aced at step 413. This is a nuch sinpler optlon The aﬁoprﬁ{éj tZ0i%be

paid by each Invitee nust add up to the total price, and this is verified
by an = eJEnEfarsites eateigdinformatian tathe pniay Fox Beitdvs 540 goeri lhbmdoﬁdmdtdrlmﬁcthsameﬁel n

SSL?L'veh”CBfg”g’**F?‘ 500 R st prcit 1 M Reoh e, A, 7 Pl SRR s, o

step 422 .“Rrgs %Cmg)tf@t‘?d%{’ RN 43l theaCoartlightor bhargesthist o ftenenind while
Coor di natestablisAingntAe @'E‘Poﬂﬁoﬁﬁéﬁl tﬁé Irvitées éaﬂvlf'é"ItehBQed Shygn 'h’fi‘é Péltfbn ik gH‘. Gosbin | ¢

cont ai nsgg{airge,n S th en he server systemto asc reonal and
cont act POWo g eoréts'atoarsrdmwe(nf AepRiish S BewTioor B3 Gddinss 5@19544Tﬁbe

Coor di nateotered isdivigia? domhIitdA andente 538 Rfghtbk |ad9@o°@5*§ncﬁd:ﬁﬂé§&:l‘dn A bvets ?g%eoand

533 B t d but t t
not : heot #gopgﬁta@g WF? oA Sl fherdataberige. f e Coqgédg@atgmgg@aqg@w eﬂwfg that the

Coor di nataal mg@stmemmunm édom;i tmtﬂ@ﬁo@ﬁﬁ'lce' ﬁébr eﬁ@ﬁna@%@t &RaveRE lserver
n.contr the Coordinator is

addr ess gure 5A

al so askgi“‘z?"%” {r]c‘%”l%’ﬁ’“ tg'ha@ggthse %r%ﬁ &P&IPH%M%W%W sheflie IMvieeach
named | n{#46end 5338), toTditais ensuers Bywbsibie qddstidng 50804nd @hgo &éoﬁ@@ﬁw@ﬁ‘z?st%ﬁ&‘e £4¢ ered
I nf or mat K| dhiy g% %tr{e%t%x bel ow 540 when the Coordinator clicks on the
"addh button 5 ere are errors in the information added, this can

be anend the "Edit" button 542. If the

Coor di na?g)r ﬁgée ha%%‘g g ebr’(o&' '49 S'est abl i shi ng the PEP Proposal,

The '&JXL%‘%%S% @?%Srﬁ re”‘”eveea%“iﬁp BEUTRHE PouEH M rome e GOk
344 lTheWO@dtberﬁﬁed tuje:wtedthlallnmmai’rdoblatﬂ lﬂfmrrﬁdwh g éﬁﬁto@tﬁhk}eﬁ@héﬁ@qgeééo and
i splaye a .co ison of the total
price. ?edb%eéa %e\,%lpﬁgl?g&wlQﬁe&lﬁeé%ﬁ%lp?r%?%?@ﬁﬁ?“t% éﬂ)t ot al suggested

contri bu he or she may opt to have the
server §@§?§°r¥18@§*§y§s%§8%wﬁ? tﬁerg 'gﬁﬁﬁnﬁ‘@'m%f’%@ﬂb‘ﬁ% A@anddhtherr s, @ so
gi ven t os&leshéat amoent|416i Hees she( B4fsoankedwigther ther@liRbe saR&WRER doftiB@fH bl €
questi on§185g t'i'%%n'mﬁ&fe?ﬂﬁ&a%“hﬂﬁ?f' rst page 548 or to continue to the

next 550. specl chosen by the Invitees' Were the
E?Lﬁh?hﬁ?%t S8 137 S CARaRAR o thito BB 5 el skl Srtgiomeion 40
and to sf#ifiant aumket bielnvitdse sto ralp@diml ®tat pordhese phad, IMhid @duld renee e PEP

0 e Gt S O A RO
415. He '%FC@% Tiegmg nayst Q@k@aewh@m@ logieal evalutibn lakg odithmes2 tUThic alabrithinuisi on
418, andddpfctdd®figure C dn@ iS@bQktediRakiafbDBRt 419.

The process culminates with the Coordinator confirming the Purchase Terms 421.

_ Figu_rd 5C depicts a web page that might be sent to the Coordinator in one embodiment of the
invention. As with figures 5A and 5B, it contains elements that enable the server system to
ascertain personal and contact details of the Coordinator (551, 552, 503 and 554). The server
system then asks the Coordinator whether he or she will become a Participant (555 and 556).
By choosing the appropriate radio button 556, the Coordinator need does not need to enter his
or her own name at the next stage 557. The Coordinator then enters the first name 568, last
name 559 and emall address 560. The server system transfers the entéred information to the
entry box below 562. If there are ermors in the information added this can be edited by the
Coordinator selectlng the “Edit” button 563. If the Coordinator changes her mind, the Invitees
can be removed 564, The Coordinator is also given an option to view his or her address book
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It is possible that the Coordinator mght try to stipulate a maxi mum
I ndi vidual contribution but an insufficient nunber of |nvi thF Fgg;cy asFie
the total purchase price. This would render the PEP Proposal mcapg

bei ng corgsisetrie of)ifoneis disbuseey 'inddéiﬁl Ea&w tﬂox? hﬂa\fp‘a{éﬁ it E@%& itute @@5 ﬁg@%ﬁqd

Pur chase Terﬂtjﬁl e assessed
Thi s al g&? ied wtges @@5@8‘? &Pk Ab ?’Pg@ﬁ@ OB@ﬂdﬁdeiaﬁl aliswetstogibssibledpiestions B&, ow.

The pr ocems! togb aeieth @t féilpag B0 PRI edRidgral ng the Purchase Terms
421. Figure 5C depicts a vveg page that m ght be sent to the Coordinator in

one enbod:)rrerﬁntaingftlhemv,@ygruétg& As with figures 5A and 5B, it contains
el enents that enable the server systemto ascertain personal and cont act

det ai | 4). Th th
foke. tﬁe‘“@o‘%'?ﬁ?%‘;?%@é S6rRfiat Pitined BEgue> B, ORI 1o A8 B¢ piebin A B8R
556) .  ByVRFRAYED iRy eafeofdpinyitedsde ther sattien syriert (4075503 ammm;csmeobreramﬁatmeed
Coor i nator s patadt I Ghalt il Yory ¥y 1 BEPtoPinclody y kb s e afstem ana
addr ess @"é‘o W@'@P@Eﬁt@ﬁ@ﬁwﬂﬁaﬁ@ Spardinhier. dnteamaitimioht be sert tothetinitede

ent ry bowhbedooltt difdloalifthithessRags stﬁ raode%ktbﬂ clid s¥§?§rﬁ rth?{) ﬁggfeﬂ ptohgblg can

be edlteg ‘% tlh Coordi nat or se g{ t he " Edi

Coor di nat of “EhAngeee ﬁ%ﬁﬁsnﬁﬁdw@% ’"fﬁ Figa gwill inghidpdhe divileed &6wil arldessses.

ﬁoa)/r czi A ggﬁoothﬂs way oWl e REP mpfﬁl fnfly ﬁg%umhugﬁ:f%d fﬂ&iheamdﬁe%%tﬁs BrQignadfle 11 7
i scussed in detai] bel ow. i ONS -ar e

gi ven toﬁsu85$(§§ % o?%g%ﬁxfgﬂgflog%?h%d?n tﬁ%sea%eq A gitess eontpchintermation wither e

i's an optichdethe relsvanttelenrone namberspoisssdiver sies Hiigh oBrdhe ofodlh ddthuirtbRCcK

to the fbﬁ'§hc|-pfﬁ&ﬁ &/0 or to continue to the next 572. c) Entering the
| nvitees' details Under each of the scenarios outlined above, the

Coord t f h of th
L B 0 P B el

this cont¥érd18nf34-BeR, @ﬁﬁﬁm ITl'Nﬁaha}s tecdsativagageo ot being aclkenralégsiows g@cds. t he
t A
ser ver Pt iARthostibe (RATHBIRbEAHER AR JEbES by Ll W.ﬁggogg'gggag; :

e-mai |l m e sent to the it ees,
using a ﬂgﬁf?ﬁ?}"‘é Iaﬁ%?ﬁtb.‘/é‘?é@@'ﬁ%ﬁhe&m&wammnpmmab&cwrewokeilrecttly ftohese
cases, tiis oe bt delicatedl AR icB AN ﬂhe'r@@e%ﬁtﬁé‘éoérﬂ%h&?fﬁg ?%é) Ses'

Anot her ¥ Igy\?fhl ch%c? he P P Pr oposal conmuni ca
is thr ou%ﬁ PheY dqWRloadingGspsse E%e%”dﬁgap@@rawt@m seatsihee foh diree addiness h:esle ﬁimses,

t he | nviassesiatedavithattit Godfdiaidits @-mdﬂﬂ drbgramnﬁlldeﬁ'ﬁn tuIBEIoé r%i‘f%i"ﬂe tgltﬁgggﬁgr
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G di Sadvar@@tﬁgln%rs%ﬂgﬂtgst% fith BF LA b St £ ¥ fheir friends and relatives specifically for

use in conjunction with the present system and method. This information might be stored on
their own client systems or on remote server systems (either the vendor's or another system),
ready to be accessed when desired. Each of these alternative methods has the advantage of
being faster and more accurate than manual entry.

d) Logical evaluation algorithms

_ As discussed, it is important for the Server System fo ensure that the Purchase Temns
established by the Coordinator are Ioglcalty consistent. This ensures that the Invitees and the

. B

cannot result in the purchase of a gift.
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Further, it is possible that the Coordinator could enter incorrect details
by m stake. The server system could assist by up-loading the Coordinator's
personal email address book directly from his or her dedi cai ?V\%@ dr@tg

program g teb?luﬁt?og t of theI §oord nat or 0 544, 565) 17 0 SO
by downl oading a oriyms. ey d?’B f“&meﬁ ?é”&F‘@ﬁéESt?'Brustrﬁea seTeRaset 0ok
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rel ati ved) spEwaltatinal algofitinn fonperdhase bngquat shareswgh the present system and
met hod. This information mght be stored on their own client systens or on

renot e s¥hesr the Mobeirmtdrdias bmcnfieb ehavm@d@r tes Al b%%k&?fo c%)iﬁlb@t@m equaf8fbfed O be
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sul't i IPeoRMAICBARR thf:ce@d @il fhle) P%;qﬁ%sg TORY rg%g ﬁ?ﬁig %c%nﬁatggﬁ ver - based

al gori thms woul d- be i npl ement ed e server

t t | t-b d
Those. sk aedeaaRalpas Alafind EBREUNR A0f ¥ i edinefiih, si88, ik lecReh
al gor i t hTResEiERCHET afhsrvdsa ¢f the Purchiase Bermstin ﬁledeclrdunmmncbm&ntshovm. (i)

Eval uation al gorithmfor purchase in equal shares 416 Were the Coordi nator
has specl & siVer syatemidetarmines whethed the tdia ragibed ot lavitses tk) ib tgtr&ternhzﬁq&raéqushar es

Step 406, et e { o riHElr SPSEICY PadEPRA hA T Wi S ol vk B

great er itin eﬁ'r? ff ﬁ@z SdeskhtheRusshesed ermstree logicallyeansisteinh and &herGodrdiadterds atkest ep
406, it topraeedio $tbRE03 Bﬁcd?ﬁ%sﬁ% %Qﬁﬁéha@é‘%ﬁnf Fﬁ[b?ﬁ e 69@'-'?1%6 tﬂ%% WC@%%S

successf.ul | | o consi st ent this Ts n it
i s poss|%”BgF’ﬁlﬁ?teq%@glcﬁﬁljn@ﬂ%é'ﬁ@%% he £61V6t s¥siendben Qetemnamh@wcam@nmer s
may | be |logieeakhrybé aeaumsatste@rﬁo)s asTﬂs%clﬁ@abgme éela(&hmaﬁok Qtﬂ%ﬁpIQPé a‘it!aﬂbnd{e%pfét Ed)
in figur ssess i ca consi s or ot W se
of the %P%é@#ﬁvﬁ?ﬂ% T HBYe f?‘ 7:’ L’ﬁé% AR cHDRe mehas mv@rthggzgteeinwted
det er mi rsforevthet duboff whie. trodthdr wwdp&re @éordilﬁé‘tlol' ARt bhve) sdetifiBd Bt 8 mikikm, &F

mum aunber of red Participants (Part

?ggglﬂ flte p@%@;& ﬁa%c%ate Bthe ppichase, b@?gnualy have named only three Snv;tees This
would not be fatal to the PEP Proposal if additional people are invited before the cut-off date
and four of them agree to participate. The server system explains the implications of the chosen
Purchase Terms to the Coordinator at step 608, who would then be given the option to add
more Invitees at step 604, reduce the minimum number of Invitees at step 608, or proceed
without making any changes at step 607.

After choosing one of these options, the Coordinator is asked to proceed to step 603 where the
Purchase Terms are confirmed.

Where the number of Invitees is less than the minimum required number of participants (602 =
no), and where there is no provision for additional Invitees to be added (605 = no), the Purchase
Terms are logically inconsistent, and this must be explained to the Coordinator at step 609. The
Coordmator is then given the opportunity to rectify the Purchase Terms by addmg more nvitees
immediately at step 610 allowing additional people to be invited at a later stage at step 611 or
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it is (i.e. if 602 = yes), the Purchase Terns are logically consistent, and
t he Coordi nat or is asked to proceed to step 603 by confi rmi gs\;dye E chase
Ternms. If not (i.e. if 602 = no), the Purchase Terns m ght *b gl

i nconsi stredicingfthe ramtrs'@mwﬂmamemﬁbléﬁaf IEHets Bt e G‘I@GIF f?ﬁrc@dﬂﬂhétbr%ﬁés one of
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608, or out changes at step
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010,21 | SBEEL) 208 AR ek By L5 B i o Pl b e
step 612°aﬁef(* 2 Hﬁé5 edtﬁs}sl |thme|chasak‘l‘@m@ae logicaligeoesisiénttameidiee Opordipaer istdiRedew

Pur chasetdlgtbdded ¥ Step 816 BRAEMF AT Menf he 1 ogi cal evaluation algorithm at
step 602. On the otg hgnd ﬂg Coordi nator nmay decide to start again 613,

o1 Ut 6556 B3N el BEAER, B R 8 SER SRA

at stepég (ri) I"on "al go
specifie GWt hQ(Zinﬁ%ﬁ na[t%rthﬂfﬂmhheer Eermsearpdmgxtwsmaossmtentbandr&ﬁkanwst be

| SXPRMEAY
glnfe 19 g?ent consi, égﬁ?gﬂr?gﬂt&?tt E@?ﬂéﬁgofm%e?ﬂcgglh?ﬁt ISSF;ttr}r cH glgﬁ the ppRortupity to re-

| ogi cal | §MEOHE| | gontripytion amoants ¢y steq| 618vall haxe it sexivefosystermsuggpstoend | n
figure 6Bnowmtdatstepdd. t o assess the | ogical consistency (or otherw se) of
the Purchase Terns in these circunstances 614. Here, the server system nust

verify tMéretth@sér@ériﬁysth i€ @sked kb sh§ge§ﬁ‘r@\l mH:@ dhgl% mﬁlﬂhﬁgnérq%n%oaq(éhe &R it

I ndi vi du nt ri.butions
speci fi ego J:cglgs[era' ﬂ'ﬁ’f’f cfﬂmi"ﬂé ”{qtucé #F@t"ewlaﬁiﬂ“ﬂéé %trﬁﬁdG(ﬁ tg)the total pacesywhich Ared
cont ri bubdsed ohdie péreertagis Juguési@rhy Mk oRbinR BhBbulIEERoddd 821 Fof Qf‘ample if

the original contribution amount for the first Invitee (Cll)ongimar) Was equal to 10% of the sum of

the specified individual contributions (Z[C(l,) ... C(iz)]) the server system can caloulate a new
contribution amount for this Invitee by multiplying the total price (P1) by 10%.

The Coordinator is then given options at step 622 either to accept the suggested amounts at
step 620 or to re-enter the individual contribution amounts manually at step 623. Wherever the
Coordinator exercises the option to re-enter the individual contribution amounts manually (623
or 818}, the server system assesses the new Purchase Terms afresh at step 615,

(ifi) Evaluation algorithm for purchase in unequal amounts chosen by Invitees 421

Figure 8C illustrates a logical evaluation algorithm that can be used to assess the Purchase
Terms where the purchase is to be made with amounts chosen by the Invitees at step 625. The
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case (i.e. 615 = yes), the Purchase Terns are logically consistent and the
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on)ax h> mﬂop@g‘; sadipipgiedn thef purdterse of a 100 g ﬁUi&h(b@fsbhicji@h'i ,in%gg(dogﬁbuﬂeé 26 =
no) the Wakig ' Vi nsi ng, an e Coordi nat or '
proceeds b coﬁa??o-ruﬁhﬁ % ? Egnﬁk rggds%f l'é”b)' b(fz%%c%&"?”ﬁ%é‘&g 428 QJ‘HVnJ&‘?( Pirgsstul if more
contri blﬂ‘%c’\é'ﬁ g actually fnvigeds Theysepier system expiaing theyrepleationtesf tasapEbRPHEhadaet her
this fidler@s td B ebrdinBridt Blel I lnvitees (|T) is

| ess than the total pri cedt(!gkla'g:gsg_%é F?u"?ﬁ{eeﬂr?g%ﬁnﬁe g&ﬂﬁ?&? apﬁg{or%hw?tees
possi bl ijfE PRV PaP s BRERyGe MiRBuRMrher etinvitees mb step G3Buaproreddmt) siep

gr eat er 63Rwdthowdmakipgainyichadgeeal price, the Purchase Terns are logically
consi stent, and the Coordinator is asked to proceed by confirm ng them at

step 62@teDehddsmgainaest thasioptichs! 18 EEUFAARER RIRYES td {Bﬁc}ceg{i‘% QSO Y nRe
rai sed f ngst .t he omnated Invitees I's |éss an h@%ﬁﬁr ' ﬁhlece,
(i.e. 65}’?@3%%??7%151?&3%8&?& systemthen determ nes whether addit inféal

I nvi t ees, can ded. 630 (as specified by the Coordinator at
. on #He é]tﬁeraﬁand, if tﬁe rgaxu'num amount that can possibly be raised from amongst the

nominated Invitees is less than the total price, (i.e. 827 = no), and additional Invitees cannot be
added (639 = no) the Purchase Terms are not logically consistent. and this must be explained to
the Coordinator 634. The Coordinator is then given the opportunity to rectify the Purchase
Terms by adding more Invitees immediately at step 635, allowing additional people to be invited
at a later stage at step 636 or increasing the maxirﬁum contribution at step 637. If the
Coordinator takes one or more of these options, the new Purchase Terms are re-evaluated at
step 626. On the other hand, the Coordinator may decide to start again at step 638, and in this
case, he or she would be asked to choose a Contribution Method at step 402.
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411). If additional people can be invited (i.e. if 630 = yes), the Purchase
Terms can be met as long as they are invited to do so and qh?ﬂN q@ gbute
to the gi { §£P TN Ih cut-off date. In other words, the Coordinatorm ght
have specifie ®8ont ri bution of $20 and |nV|ted four people to

partici pgﬁgf{hn t he % i ase of a $100 gift. If a fifth person joins in and
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the totall prGanejusione. 627 = no), and additional Invitees cannot be added
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| at er stﬂét@ee thet e dpehiBh might: ncr easi ng t he maxi num contri bution at step 637.
If the Coordinator takes one or nore of these options, the new Purchase
Ter s ar(e) r deevaaleuedsedmplex, t&fcﬁl@hg@ﬁexaﬁbléhe ot her hand, the Coordi nator may
decide to start again at step 63 and I n this case, he or she woul d be

asked to ch(()lbser@tr@mg thelmutnbenof\exintitier Metheds hade adfliablé by tlll\@érgeQQPQeme)

Confl rmati on esses descri bed above Culmnate’in a
request for the sal@l/ '?%)nrt't? goﬁ)%ﬁ; i'PRAY Ehar%%r(ﬁl?ﬁg'gedq'@fawﬁs?ﬂi@a It is

necessary tgjen t 0 a cl.earl and$ t hose terms
bef or e p?/ocg'edl ﬁg([éﬂ‘y Bﬁ‘é}f?g Q%a E:'P\f/gz'ﬂérél’ Bfglgeé%‘it‘f’?%a e%%ﬁﬂﬁ’ RPre FEanaee

preci se comnbi nA i°8ﬁ§ﬂ%"r'ﬂ9§'6r$5k%ﬁ0§iolsg bactlma)(aq!ﬂrdladated V\,hen the client system
downl oads a eb Hﬁg S"“Cg%ﬁ?“SI ng all relevant details relating to the
Pur chase Tefls 'GAHCHEH Rility, as8aciadedy With ithes abovedGeitribution Iethode.g. TS i S

a conventional geawdr syfsteed SAEHORGC Al TIRRIESR 1 0 her.e.
Concl usi on The Eﬂbgg for the establishnent o é egP‘Pfr gﬁ%sg{eulteef’gror[rsw%%?l i ned

above in Section DS MAde o0, Riifad Shprese ft W%Qﬂiﬁe alipts oskit nmibess dfhe
i nventi on. ThodsRarficipents ampartictate);e art woul d be aware that the invention
m ght : ga) be made | ess conpl ex, through (for exanple): -

)" be made more complex, through (for example):

() assisting people to reach a consensus regarding the amounts of their contributions;
or '

(ii) a!lowmg “hybrid” Contribution Methods (e.g. by allowing part of the purchase price to
be provided by some of the Participants in equal shares, with the balance being
provided by Participants contributing amounts of their choice).

The precise configuration of the invention may vary according to the Iévei of sophistication
required by vendors and customers.

It is also possible to obtain the required information in a different order from that shown in
figures 4 and 5A, 5B and 5C.
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(i) restricting the nunber of Contribution Methods nade avail able by the
server system (e.g. allowing contributions to be in equal,_s;pggs,,pr_
speci fied amounts only); (5) initially offering a basic cﬁgic d f 2403

sel ecti ok, ddministeririg thed iftee ﬁ?ﬁféﬁ options after being asked to
do so by the Coordi natorg;2 (W reduciqﬁét e ﬁexi bility associated with the
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or 00 al 'ow n ﬁ%’ﬂ ngter % 6 ftqopdinaben intache oneenf dhe Barticibarts)ianstepant, of
t he purcg S€q [i Cﬁ to be provided by sone of the Participants in equal
shar es, t h-FREbal ance bei ng provided by Participants contributing

anount s Ef their choice). The precise configuration of the invention my
vary acc8rAdigee dossveothing i regponse st indtatioroat sterenod, BegmMbeY RBEIES saRd,
cust oner that bersbis irPARAnROSHINR! it i rgquired informtion in-a
differenhotﬁ{ der fr B%It.'hat sho&\j\lntwbﬁr?gré}iﬁg&uerﬁeggﬁ "gﬁﬁa@ﬁm%&E'TYHS%G‘.'Q@@'WO Nov
2G5 4 AdM Pgﬁéﬁﬁeﬂg RECHaAsP e eespenp by Sortadting ¢he s sRORICSS) THRATVIRPEN

nd non-gaspases{ramnas o ey fnglorHL R AR 1€ MBS Bt by el g o
7. As il é %sf E’gﬁ:e&;ﬂltﬂgﬁt&ﬁms&aﬂwa%@ thewendersoweb ssitee Wéhiere thebywiegish iof
the | nvidedgered i et heiteCondytesndoy Wt g e cffARhL DR AediSells B ON€
o Y 0 e AL s ek e e LT 1
person i'H® QH\'ﬁSh@éO'!ﬁmﬁtﬂheNQuhi cedske ambeorabs {URRoMOS cledl thdtahe %}&gs‘%t}gm s

| nvi t ee danadttbeshdt| dr 4% Cﬂma@h%ﬁ%%“%%:@%@s@o@fﬁse to respond by

~contacting the server system at . e Invitee has received
e 1 S Pl P e s o o
e g e e s eSO SibereiRet I ofSp TEPSOREN
st SRR M ABE 3R ALon550n ek g
Lo Bt 6 decimsicanaymentsysismi usebcksrmexamplecit inaly bt e
Pur chas é)rffemfrmedit card numbers and exp'iry dates, or information transmitted via a smart card or in
an elsctronic purse. If the Invitee declines the invitation at step 707, the server system may
prc.wide him or her with the opportunity to suggest substitute or additional Invitees at step 708.
This opportunity will only be provided where the Coordinator has previously enabled this option
(411, 412, 413). The Invitee's involvement would then cease at fhat point at step 709, |

If the Invitee chooses to proceed by joining in at step 711, he or she may also be provided with
the opportunity to name additional Invitees in circumstances where the Coordinator had chosen
to make this option available (411, 412, 413) at step 712, The server system then evaluates
whether the Purchase Terms have been met (a process described in detail in section 5 below)
. at step 713. The Participant may then be referred to a status page for a summary of the
progress of the PEP Proposal (see section 4(d) below) at step 714. If the Purchase Terms are
not met by the cut-off date ~ in spite of that Invitee having agreed to participate ~ confirmation is

sent at step 710, and that Invitee’s involvement ceases at that point at step 709. If the Purchase
Terms are met, confirmation Is sent and a value transfer takes piace at step 715.
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t akes plvsee the wneputichs.ar@ bahadei agualstardsasRonie PROREAR 6H B4

above, ftifiged HY o their invitations b hper-linki]n Qgto
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but al s@uetrate r (R A Lnglk it is _inportant for
each Inviut ee ?gﬁﬁrﬁﬁ'ttgﬁ% c?ﬁgin%%%gg'g%%%%_egF}%ﬁhgﬁaﬁ?ﬁ}"aﬂi‘%ar as they

rel ate [ ' i.rable that each_response page be
o 1 or eaoine OB Hlech8 examalt o SAIAELAL, RET0HE Poes ARt cBE At bt face
Terms aSORTIRWE N et eharess butywhere thedivalbiumber of Rutidichniscis poSigioheyfths ehder

I ndi vi d¢iéd prReSNER: S 0 riibution net hods
i |l ust rat.eg in fjqur g%gﬁ %}cﬂ;lﬁ}@g{eﬁgﬁ ggogr(r@tawg?plggﬁ%ﬁ STV Ba MMy UPTes

8A, 88 HWYMER anghiManmugy Bumbes of Ranisineatsgrthepthants setinudiber dtistep RESpbntia
Pages usasb, fitds pdisiiie teadlcuRis ahasg JrainBuntoBticd\id B?éa&ﬁ‘oﬂﬂ@ lg%m%g%h&? ¢ Of
al “Res ge

t he i nvgntd I gqu |l ves exanpl e of an |ndividu ponse’
wher e the ¢F%2%né§lfrﬁgéﬁrpgﬁ?g?%qr®ﬂtge t‘g‘f‘i rubsT piRAaricirants hassgndetermingd end of
» the PEPFEr péagéal. Est abl i shrrelpt Phase. This will occur

u glves an example of an Individual Response Page where the invitees choose the

amount of their contribution at step 405.

Figures 8A, 8B and 8C provide examples of how Individual Response Pages can be tailored to
explain the Purchase Terms in a simple and direct manner in each of the main variations of the
present embodiment of the invention, They contain a number of common elements:

(i) A note of welcome and a brief invitation to contribute towards a Joint purchase item or

ftems for a specific person along with an explanation of the reason for the purchase (i.e.
detalls of occasion): 801, 810, 819;

(i) Details about the various Invitees, and the current status of their invitations (along with,
where appropriate, the amounts of the requested or actual contributions): 802-805, 811-
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where the contributions are to be made in equal shares and where the
nunbers of Participants is set at a particular nunber (ratﬂei.r Wa;hgs a
range) at step 406. It will also occur where the Participaht N 0
cont ri but i ngB13m8aR884.siHguriesidd wyanchac Ghowdthreat aiter@tivatindidatdis 4Pthe Afrent

manner | i gul o HP Futors ZaRelc Ml BN G robaeRbn ds Balar i e
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a sinple an ‘manner in each of the main variations of the present
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A note o vaegfnc& Bl %%}I% 'é\f’teP%Pé:tﬁlf'laofﬁo"te nb"ﬁ“ﬁﬁ?@"?'é@@'%@f thejypiem
pur chase it@ﬁdmeththé@ﬁsﬁﬂ&rB% specific person along with an expl anation of

the reasgn for the purchase &i.e. details of occasion): 801, 810, 819;
(i) Det H1068 faipiliar with éhey arti Will knpwthetesame ahdha hboeuelemehtsséaat bis onfitiddhe

i nvi t at i reaFangal Ocngazmpttéa in WaRES BER, 00 u{éd;ﬁoe a|7$fo " fie AURUALS 10 of c}uggor st ed

or actual, contriputions): 802-805
Fi gur es 'SRMatEn Jfrpayiee H:dRK/ Pamele, Hier pagsamiaht Iﬂclwec%ltsummawf tebleeshowings tite

status ofuntbeeof Inwidee,tthem@mbeﬁ@ﬁ@ﬂébe agréCio d}%‘écin@adtrﬂﬁﬁﬁkét élaéﬁs.spa?gﬁc%t he

Those f r now that 1t

server 2‘{%‘{' ea% Ehg ﬁYeﬁﬁea)?o%Fh‘ét‘rD”Sl'ﬂ echY giesh Pardsipantndhe iniegeatipadmisht beot
yet opereaveyedusifg txborgrapticstoramanbiiatior dfitéxt OA%@EWG@”EM expl ai ning the
consequences of participation to the Invitee: 815, 825. This sets out

the st eﬂ'sheﬂzkyam skiokn ibagdre|gadyed difplbdtar kHéVﬂhFe%eeﬁE{p%emdﬁ:fauQ%fsg&ds@ﬁJag %Qere

bot h S, sfied and where

cati st i epenng A RvgRT oAy aies b Ribiefiscs coSel aamingtest atreey (300101

i nvi t at @bt alsgehlowmnite 8pesificdBolantrefisdted fERG trerth&d 2nbite €/ 03 )00 HBRYIdOYBDA.Y for
the Invitee to obtain a nore conprehensive expl anation of the system and
met hod: IBcontragtiiBe IBidddual Response Page represented by figure 8B does not show the specific

amounts requested from any of the Invitees. As discussed above, this cannot be known until the |
final number of Participants has been determined. Therefore, figure 8B shows the range of
amounts that the Invitee might be liable to pay, which is calculated on the basis that a minimum
or maximum number of Invitees agree to participate 814. Figure 8B also contains an optional
statement that might be used to give dynamic information regarding the range of contnbutrons
which is up-dated as the number of committed Participants changes 814.

Figure 8C covers the situation where the Invitees choose the amounts of their contributions
{possibly within specified ranges) 820. Under this scenario, the process cuiminates as soon as
the required amount has been raised between each of the Participants. Important pieces of
information that might be shown under this scenario are the target amount, the amount raised to
date and the remaining outstanding balance 821.
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Those famliar with the art will know that sone of the above el enments can
be omtted or rearranged or adapted in various ways. It would al so be
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to dat elSamd e@ﬂﬁbllsm@rhy thm@omrdmaﬂoarfﬁhr egariyd, dhare aBe?&erta?rBCIt‘c)Jm_Efaﬂcé‘é\%éF@ tHed
accept I intenti nto ci ateln
t he E’EPJ&?(%!C%)@E‘IQQSO]C éﬁ\é EI ng og'mr {é%{ gﬁ ST Bh '?ﬁ Gogidina }Rﬂ
Res ]E)ons s (W’P‘ Bese 8’269“90%15&@% rejaifsodionfigure &4 bbevel mwentmerpaymem
per f or nmaggeptine | QBN e ¢eptance page
(figure d%t ﬁlv\? @é@b (;r sk?gaytmﬁgl JEE'EEe H'%hﬂt (gk{hg '%89 C{Tg ?hﬁj Oy &p AN Hn
requi r efOrRE ﬁ'g (F? g}?éfte‘?anﬁf’t be GRNIRA toR altered by dhe lnuitee)ed 1k MWiemne thep!aylmnt

syst em weoid exagrpding td?ardﬂgélopambﬁntﬂgés@s&:%@%'IFI gﬂgtldsf'{a\@; tﬁre be A ol? % adit

asked t Qi lmu%arﬁ-nhe' r &
or charge car ?lfm(gr?\” DRXBIUsY PaeHt 9f the W@“B%W%%@E(@DEY%éﬂwwi)d
They ma)91 8hdhistrforsition cbmldehetdynamtchﬁ teedon¥@tHat & APIY Wfanég%&%u%@ and

Caneaf EhEHaa o 3 P RO B el S b i i e
cont r i biHiMbAT efidnvileesrwtie hbye mneaiédrtheycmﬂ@antlmbﬁélfor BanPletthd Ishuired Miihd@r to
number of Invitees might be three, but four may have already agreed to participate, which would
decrease the maximum amount payable by each Participant). Where the Invitees choose the
amount of their own contribution (as diécussed in relation to figure 8C above), the payment
acceptance page must ensure that certain nominated amounts are rejected. For example, some
amounts may be below or above a range nominated by the Coordinator. Further, Invitees
should not be able to nominate amounts that exceed the outstanding balance. Preferably, the
entries made by the Invitees should be verified on the client systems using a client-side
scripting language, as well as by the Vendor's server system. Client;side scripting expedites the
Process of identifying any logical errors because the relevant entries can be checked without
the need to upload to the server system. A short explanation reminding the Invitee of such
restrictions may also appear on this web page 914.

29
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the invitation. If he or she cl i%&-s‘gd'c-g%ﬁqa{eé“ after entering the required

i nf or mas i onthe tob@reMahbtiAlmRaMd mii i S bdescribed at
section (d) below, he Jov fee ”“%”ﬁ’&?‘?‘?ﬁﬁﬁ"&“@? SPEE R GEPRC LS
general e- c%ﬂ??@“ “ﬁ&b@@i@@iﬁﬁ*ﬂthe vendor's web site 102. d) Status Pages
After the Itgvitees hav eﬁ%red their credit card details, the server
syst em fray ‘CBAGOHALAISES to ANE e o o hiniaisrd Gpfopst aiydargebis deachedht st at us
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of thei ﬁ'hepﬁéthg LH’aages mere@ 8 1@3 acon gt:[ltl%%gls aspects of e-commerce and they are not

desc;ribed in detail here,

5. Watchdog algorithms

The timely and accurate assessment of the progress of each PEP Proposal is crucial to the
effective operation of the present invention. Each Participant has an interest in identifying when
the PEP Proposal has falled or cannot be satisfied at the earliest possible time, This gives each
Participant as much time as possible to arrange an alternative joint purchase. The vendor also
has an interest in identifying unsuccessful PEP Proposals at the earllest possible opportunity
because this will assist its inventory management. Further, purchasers generally have an
interest in their individual contribution amounts being smaller rather than larger. Where the

purchase is to be made in equal shares, and the Coordinator has specified that a minimum and
3




Page). Each Participant can return to the Status Page at regular intervals
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rat her TRaNaNsgeays toviaplemenidhe fliowing segorithnisouding theste various Gottharehgeems and

t he Coopi bradRoul &S oriP8@leliibfetiat @ mMninmumand 30 1 7 NOV 2005 maxi mum
nunber of Participants I's acceptable, the individual contributions wll
decr eas@)aspiiitBasé Hfifal Shafear ti Ci pants increases. In such circunstances,

it is desirable for a F?EP ?Droposal to be kept open if there is a chance

t hat d but
arount o Y5 194 MBRR0E 18l rocd o). el o SRR VG GResalafeon STAL BIOROR ¢ e
prefer r\éfhe"@rfb%ﬂﬂﬁfém@méfcoﬂﬁﬂblﬂp fresqral shareeh@dco it showe thaesuobra BEBRIOpER5RIRS €S
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al gOI‘I th e assessnent Is e autonmmtl ca
of the %@?&B’r ? FequHRY MNP e mbetRf P@étmp@ﬂt%fgttem(l @d0@&3yesieanh PEP

Proposal at periodical intervals nmarked by "evaluation nilestones”. The two
. the maximum number of Participants (Parfyay) has also been reached (i.e. Part; = Part

(1010 = yes); or

m BX)

«  while the maximum number of Participants has not been reached (i.e. Part; # Partga)

(1010 = no), all the Invitees have responded (1011 = yes) and additional people cannot be
~invited (1012 = no); or

. while the maximum number of Participants has not been reached (i.e. Parl, # Party,)
(1010 = no), all the Invitees have responded (1011 = yes) and additional people can be
invited (1012 = yes), but the current date (Timec) equals the cut-off date (Timer) (in other
words, the cut-off date has been reached) (Timeg 2 Timey) (1009 = yés); or

. the maximum number of Participants has not be reached (i.e. Paric # Partne) (1010 = no),
and while alt of the Invitees have not responded (1011 = no) the cut-off date has been
reached (Timee 2 Timer) (1009 = yes).

Figure 10A also Hlustrates that a PEP Proposal will be judged to be unsuccessful where the

minimurn number of Participants has not been reached (Part; # Party,) (1007 = ho), and:
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eval uation mlestones that trigger the operation of the various watchdog

al gorithns described below are the receipt of responses f‘tqnmgpvxgﬁﬁgvi t ees,
and: the change of date. This algorithm can be inplenented in any nunber of
| anguages ( it twiaifuigteiasutmen Bewhed (The G FimdTpgoal =3as): orJava), and is
executed by an operating system specific scheduling service (such as Server
Agent orr W fitoest-dibdatévhadowe b8&) rékabéd $hilmed H Eimepn (N00NEoNE, aB0Hitess Fa@N on

hese vari ofs oR e neyRToge ™ V4P RRbih reSoi BBOedTREM O air

(a) Purchasé@in equal shares Figure 10A illustrates the process by which
the server system can evaluate a PEP Proposal where the Participants
contri bt e ithe ewjwi] dadh hazpotlies redched lffime t<hEimegud 001a= RER tHy g hambei bl be
judged to b Jr.r . er, of Partijcjpan (P S
gr eat er thaﬁ]vgggg’zﬁga%?egpﬁﬁg ﬂﬁ%cq]{?i%gfé8?%&'5%%%&%‘5&3%8?%%%@’&i%;?aﬁf’ a
(Part.,.) (invéeesitmye resppadyd) (larrdeese) { HO2rmans)misennuonieof oitedayet taciepporias(l;
(Part..~) has..AlisRsbeeh HEAGRE T rlh~ = o ) — - or
while the rr%xl?srsrﬁrh nt?rrb_er og?‘gar%i((cfing[}?{péﬁ%adsjatnrg't'&%gﬁe%gr%eeéo(c'ég'ég(f?r.té&%grt ~
96 Part,.) '(OR§%d te bgsuccegsiul {Ragn m/Park §1008vene)eansoanditiandl petnle capeat)beand
addi tional peigd @ogsemey. be invited (110 12 = no); or while the maxi mum
nunber of Participants has not been reached (i.e. Parl ~ ?E Part.) (1010 =

no), al IFigune10Ailustentss thaMePER Srposs thebddibbeTe voaiatddhaddi ti onal peopl e can
be invited (1012 = yes), but the current date (Tfnmec) equals the cut-off

d Tie hifi i g
ate ( Tisner Jhe(rhiRinfini Blimb&Yodt BarticlpBfts Hdb bﬁ%ﬁ fégl@?@d (B3, p@ﬁﬁm@ S‘ﬁ%zgf-d%egﬁ, %’gdrec a

TI meT ) (100%. =, esc).; or th% ms}m mum nunber of Parti ci pan

reached (i.% "ﬁ:@%m XIMUIp AUmbeN of Pegictpants {ig5 not been repched (Bart: #dtartb(10A0 Ft ees
ha¥? not ( r1 Ssp)od@dﬂ (tﬁd)&ﬂ:itéesﬂ@/et’&éﬁaloﬁﬂéqr Flrofl'l ﬁe?),@ﬁibf&%eg%l%%%ﬂ% iﬁJﬂieﬂ”?fl
a Tlme 3 : ur so illustr that _a roposal Wi
be judged t B%‘Ly}'ﬁg%éﬁgt@f%‘&ﬁﬁ%?gaf fct begp ﬁ?ar?ﬁﬁ‘fﬁ-ﬂﬁ%? T'BFTMPQQEF‘BER‘{S has
the cut “of ¢ MsaniE lmect ¢ EebHeRie Her bS] repchigipaRt £ et Jady = Ve Bene
cut-of f dat @agawimpumbeierf Ragtivifaets WaEi mt be<edihaer(Patt,l© @tz N@P10 &l o) landi t ees
h = = diti | t b
Vi ted (Tongrcal biitr INHESY hatel A 7 hohGsd (TS RO RSy BB i Ree < °
Ti mer) ( 100feachsddimeareTimer109 @i olof I nvitees (1T) is greater than the

nunber of Ipvitees who have responded (I RESP) (i.e. not all
. the minimum number of Participants has not been reached (Part, < Partpy,) (1007 = no),

the cut-off date has not been reached (Timec < Timey) (1001 = no), not all Invitees have
responded (It > Iresp) (1002 = no), and the number of Invitees yet to respond is greater
than or equal to the number of Participants that must still agree to join in for the PEP
Proposal to be successful (I ~ lnzse > Partygy — Partc) (1003 = yes); or

*  the minimum number of Participants has not been reached (Par, < Partmn) (1007 = na),
the cut-off date has not been reached (Timeg < Timey) (1001 = no), not all Invitees have
responded (Ir > Irgse) (1002 = no), the number of Invitees yet to respond is less than the
number of Participants that must still agree to join in for the PEP Proposal to be

successful I+ — Iresp < Partuy — Partc) (1003 = no), but additional people can be invited to
join in (1004 = yes).

In all cases, where the server system judges that a re-evaluation is required, there is a delay
until the next evaluation milestone is reached.

(b) Purchase in amounts specified by the Coordinator
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I nvitees have responded) (IT > IRESP) (1002 = no), the nunber of Invitees
yet to respond (IT - IRESP) is |ess than the nunber of Partéiiegi ants that
nust still agree to join in for the PEP Proposal to be suceeéskay zﬂﬁﬁrtMN

- Part c)Figut® A8Biiehtean obd ; | f i nvited 04 = no).
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cut-of f date has not been re

Vs T ho ey e SRt skt #PRPBrOREaNAE he LRSS0 WBeer cached (Pari0 <
Part mu 10 = ile all the | nvitees have not responded (1011
= no), ) t. gle @Et@gp @%33{% %ﬁge%P'sﬁgé’g&C Fdat g6 EManaed aih@Tt‘Pu’i‘l@f'f)da(efL)lti)a}g)eaango) ;
or the mi nisgghgchiliimberz BmePa(l017% peg)ier has not been reached (Part, < Partm
n) (1007 = no), the cut-off date has not been reached (Tinmec < Tiner)

(1001 ;; no)'fgrﬁ@iﬁl Rilce hemviot bem aisee (ARE# PONAeds &Inb) aﬂa Rﬁ@pﬁwe(chﬁpﬁ déte'}h%)s’ and
t he nunber g ! t iIs greater "than or equal to thé
nunber of Rar,tb%g,;{*éaaﬁﬁe;d (t)iﬁg?c %@}%Ts)g@ﬁﬁ—aﬁ)r@ o8 8 iMYitehasoreciingsl higer her

Pr oposal td”ﬂ@t'g'ﬁjg@%ﬁ&'@ﬁ) ndinviteRESM et Basubdiflted (Pazd € o) 1003 = yes); or

t he m ng; er of Participants has not been reached (Part < Partnjn)
(1007 :#'ﬁ@r[)@,%gﬁﬁ’é{réﬁﬁfﬂlﬁﬁu%?% Repposris nessidn beeeehaldatédivhere: < Ti mer) (1001 =
no), not aIL | nvitees have responded (IT > I RESP) (1002 = no), the nunber
of " I nvi t eeds tatalingios bappaidoses raiE@t(PtRbath{)Hemmumibﬁlthé)émBﬁrdaitePﬁ&af‘Mt%FEq_at
| -

must still ragghed (rend.Ok Mithayf b osal to be successful |

| RESP < Parj M.N -m-l?arct c?-m("%&égﬁgt naoiE%‘l?f Eggwt??%ﬁ?a\’e g@‘d‘ﬂf"é thalhinyitationsi t ed
to join i r‘ (%\5100'3,°)t°’yes). In all cases, where the server system judges that
a re-eval u:ﬁii&n i S rﬁ uired, there is a delay wuntil the next evaluation

mi | est one (s 1ol Pieqyha BIt hisEp (AR A0 S = pel td etiolatcdesGRpbELMAt Or

32 J 7. NO®R06d (Timeg «r BEmaOB10174 & : LOCESS i C he server:
e RO b S SRR MS !

system can : EP P sal ~where t
sgeci fied ng@hfeé%ﬁgfb&ﬁ)ﬁa\{eaf, ?@8%?.cal"‘t"%?ﬁ'@%@'-“ﬁ%éﬂ%&d%h PEP Proposal will

be j udggd ’ I h t t ised (AR, I
Total B co e I Sponntd cHiEgh By i pEichte can rai sed) (1016 = yoo) - 1t

al so ilg uch a PEP Proposal will be unsuccessful where:
F*Ig‘ﬂl?é ek %ﬁ;s{rgl@[; tha process by Wﬁ;ch I?he server system can evaluate a PEP Proposal

involving the purchase where Participants contribute amounts of their choice 1023.

Such a PEP Proposal will be judged to be successful where the Total Price has been raised
(ARc = Pr) (1024 = yes).

It also i_Ifustrates that such a PEP Proposal will be unsuccessful where:

. the Total Price has not been raised (ARc # Pr) (1024 = no) and the cut-off date has been
reached (Timec 2 Timey) (1025 = yes); or

. the Total Price has not been rajsed (ARc # Pr) (1024 = no), the cut-off date has not been
reached (Timeg < Timer) (1025 = no), the total number of Invitees have responded (v =
Irese) (1031 = yes) and additional people cannot be invited (1030 = no); or

. the Total Price has not been raised (ARc # Py) (1024 = no), the cut-off date has not been
reached (Timec < Timer) (1025 = no), the total number of Invitees have not responded (Iy

> Irese) (1031 = no), but there is a maximum contribution (G, > 0) (1027 = yes) and the
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the total price has not been raised (ARc # PT) (1016 = no) and the cut-off
date has been reached (Tines a TineT) (1017 = yes); or tﬂegtmmgggi ce
has not been raised (ARc # PT) (1016 = no) and while the cut-off e has

not been r eawxincng Eoﬁﬁbut@n'Fmﬂm:éd by ﬂr@lﬂun-‘rbelﬂ@} invRdes wiRPhavenRt fedpbridea (has
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have respon I oha canndt be
invited (10 ESP (6331 Bno) ﬁh%ema?axmqr&@omautmt(%wnm ﬁiOQécF Ya’sl)?car]d theT)

(1024 = no)matimemcetntrdutiof mukiphabyneé nke [ Y¢e( 1025
o O VD a by IRe e ‘jrfé@ﬁg%eggé?émt Feségi%li( ¥031

no), the to t_ of

no), but th%ﬁé j & ng?ﬂﬁa%feﬁ%? @Sﬁﬁ? %%tﬂ”&ﬁ "E'@ﬁ‘ﬁ thﬁ qyyTeph gpgunt rgizad) (FandARdle 33
1 7 NOV 29080a@xiyesimocont ri bution nultiplied by the nunber of Invitees who
have yet responded (IT - IRESP) is less than the total price mnus the

cur r ent * anotha{Totah PeeaihgPot-bedRaisedIBRS #PM 01024 =amy), e dut-diodas haeast enannot
must be 1 e- ST S This 1B 2 ol ineBlel Bl o BB s bmartRE & Py
(1024. = no)¥ lredrd (HAH1-DHP), dbgre ihasnargnum emntribuiac (G, ¢ Ti) (Ee27< Jesyemd 2025 =
no), the tohalimDmMeRetibaliod MUkbIRE Dy R Furh B RE IS o Fave yet responded (Cpnax
X (lr — Iresp)) is less than the total price minus the current amount raised (P+ - ARg) (1028
- =no) and additional people can be invited (1030 = yes).

6. Payment Administration

As discussed, the present invention involves a delay between the time when an (nvitee agrees
to become a Participant, and the time when the PEP Proposal is successful. Accordingly it is
important for the system and method to administer payment processing securely and effectively.

The standard way for coordinating payments in e-commerce transactions is to charge credit
cards in real time as soon as the relevant details have been received. This means that value
would be transferred from the Participants to the vendor at or about the time that the card
details are provided. A number of problems are associated with using this method in
conjunction with the present invention. If the Purchase Terms are not met, it would be
necessary to credit each Participant’s account for the relevant amount (a process known as
‘charging back”). This may involve delay, and may involve bank charges. Moreover,

Participants might be unwilling to have their credit cards charged before the Purchase Terms
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A thlrd, less sophisticated way of approaching the problem would be for the vendor to use

standard pre-authorised payments. This invoives using “real time” payment authorisation but to

defay the request for that authorisation until after the Purchase Terms have been met. In one

embodiment of the invention, this method would require the vendor to store the relevant credit

card details on its own system in a payment database 110. The financial details of each

Participant are entered into this database over a secure network through the PEP-related pages

109 on the vendor's web site 102, however this information should not accessible via the web

site In the same way as access to information contained in the PEP Proposal database 107 or

Inventory database 103. Further, while stored in the payment database 1190, the data should be

encrypted so that it would be of no use to unauthorised persons who obtain it. In the event that

the Purchase Terms are met, the vendor would ask its Acquiring Bank 113 foi authorisation to |

accept the payment tendered by the customer, and would transmit the credit card data along
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request for payment, or the credit card may be lost or stolen. Therefore, pre-authorised direct
debits.are to be preferred.

7. Order administration

Where the vendor sells a physical product rather than a semce the server system would also -
administer a database of stock or inventory 108. This database would typically contain a list of
the products offered by the vendor for sale and a record of the quantity of each of these
products held in stock. Where the ifems are not in stock the Inventory Database might also
contain an estimate of the time it will take to bring the item into stock.
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expiry date of the credit card or charge card is after the cut-off date.
This is because if the credit card expiry date occurs after ?h%@éﬂ?ﬁgf
date the Participant's bank woul d refuse the debit request v it
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sati sfi @Merytltﬁmgo\nmﬁtw faéawctlamtusmgmw presarit gwentiopunt  payabl e by each

Participant will be known in all possible conbinations of the Purchase
Ter ns. HAliptvieedor aani harsgegnvemiasy limrEIao.dmgoedtidaaw%Sbﬁsedtdhaécctulﬂala@aréxpéh%@t S

dit t .th P
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data over, a period of time. These can cost and
that sulft ar?@a'% as te l&faPPrB@‘ B viseesetyl PEP Fsenasa Sdhajarw&tmnage ceain [percentage

possi bi of thg m’ﬁ‘ney liefaigedl ¢ abc%rta% ﬁé?ééﬁta? o 'ﬂ'ﬁnt@@snggﬁ'eé"ﬂfﬂarﬁ%téf ef’i‘x r5 té @bl}il!:l at es

the req ility would exist even
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credit Jd,m lngry n_exceeded between the date of the response and
t he dat Lévgﬂfa.%{%g&é.ﬁé ueg}??’?% ayrrent or the credit card may be | ost or

stolen. Therefore, pre-authorised direct debits are to be preferred. 7.
Order administration Wiere the vendor sells a physical product rather than
a service, the server systemwould also adm nister a database of stock or
inventory 106. This database would typically contain a |list of the
products offered by the vendor for sale and a record of the quantity of
each of these products held in stock. Wiere the itens are not in stock the
| nventory Database m ght also contain an estinmate of the tinme it wll take
to bring the iteminto stock. 36 1 7 NOV 2005
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It would be possible for the server systemto mark the chosen item as
reserved in the inventory database 106 pending the successful conpletion
of the Purchase Ternms. This is Inportant to the vendor's ink§nggyys
rranagerreﬁl—-ﬁﬂ\'% t he vendor nust have at | east one of each itemi ngit%ﬁcgi
ready to be delivered when required. Aftematively , a selected item m ght
not be i£ sto;gk Wi?en first selected by the Coordinator, and it woul d be
necessary t o ‘efedailing mblbod Brevutable By SéAeiuteTROMER | chase Terms be
satisfied. H%‘éﬁe{'ﬁ? avg%b%otrs al so have an in?gr esfm%ﬂ&ﬂgmerﬁt%qsr?& the |evel
of stock on hand T order 1 BOPRRMR PYshser ingespansetie spesaed) daid padehbéindEP
Pr oposal ¥SAegtedhwith arspecifi¢ piodudthe pur chase of nominated items, it may be

uneconom cal rsiRssr r,nto stock every item nominated for
pur chase %ﬂ th‘ggsprﬁeﬁgceh(r%'tE © %ﬁ%@ﬁ?lifm s3] Prospseide Ruphasenteg diréat\penthasey of

| evel s ot iPhatfked prcedhe RUralcasenprbpdsaringRiBRE iiddhGifer iWpoﬁB{]] %F ﬁ%’%&g‘%ﬂt
0

syst em awehingsd $ydihe i) ! n be conpil ed by using 1n
o)t;t ai ned._ f ’om-.,t hehlg_ P&%?g%\%?gf&%%%fgg%m%@@? iirgorgation h%i?tgﬁkdmﬂ leré in part
i nf or mat TolCsHERPEEEV] Rurcheerc snidagemiateBERrBbRp 8&R) snc;nhﬁétecprté)cc%ﬁ?iﬁgte fo

successfpuldhyise of saRIMb@ict asaiPhixedBliSe, SOPNI Sticated “data such as
proportion of successful PEP Ig(ro osals that result once a certain

percentage of the noney is raised or a certain percentage of Invitees

agree t @ par Theinpthiod of dRins 1 daiiar G jected to statistical analysis
whi ch accoun,te%i[,ﬂé(geasonal var irat wgﬁ'gtgﬁeﬂégﬁfgus points in tine '

t hroughout t he"ycalcPecye RE¥MeRtinfEnationfromgthe hominbtedmatsons can be used to

nmanage the Precasisingodaics bagkentinfbheatBERo AINS: 1.7 Nov 2005 1
A retai biiggampt hod executable by a com%ﬁe@’g}eﬁﬁoﬂgﬁﬁapﬁattﬁ@'dsfi’@ﬁs of :
sending a page to a prospective purchaser in response to a request, said
page bei ng %Q@Qa@@lﬂem oh saidsyreduct it6 @r|@éyﬁg,t,_;acrcg,za§%vbngai e&grhcargase

pr oposainfohhgensai d prospective purchaser for direct purcha f Eatf’ﬁn
product at a fixed price, the purchase proposal including identifier

i nformation of persons nom nated by the prospective purchaser and purchase

t erm i nd.or mAtheORethiol aft a i art, by. the prospective purchaser,

sai d norgh{mﬁggéj Rer lions Cgéej?]n%' ‘J"n@%&hé’t‘%ﬁ o%{?ﬁglﬁnglﬂ%mlleatp infrngtiais inclofles ai d

product & B U Ison.@f respectivg wapmetadnibuttdraifdimlthe fib iRk epie%hydi ng

the steps of: receiving respective paynent information fromthe nom nated
i information to effect paynent for said

b of EF TR AN N e ki vnssver o124 prodet 16

| ocati on ac&seiingga poce eéqliepiUif sl BREploShdBtive purchaser in response to sending said
page, the price request including location information of a location to which delivery of th
product is to be made and delivery mode information; ’ j

| p'roviding said fixed price of said product based at least in part on said location
Information and said delivery mode information.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said product includes a manufactured, processed or
otherwise physically existing good.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein said product includes a service,

7, The method of claim 1, wherein the purchase term information includes a nominated

contribution scheme selected by the prospective purchaser from a plurality of contribution
schemes.
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i nformation. 3. The nethod of claim2, wherein the step of receiving
paynment information includes receiving a pre-authorisation of respective

paynent contributions fromthe nom nated persons. 4. The; 3&5@59&@&1 claim1l
or 2, further including the steps of receiving a price réa e fr t he
prospective purchaser in response to sending said page, the price request

i ncl udi Mg | ot iethot ndfastaimt 1, Ahefdin e AGAL which deljvery of the
product phigg 5,% &e made and delivery m@ga?éﬁgg?ﬁnn%t ’%‘Hfg& 6r‘i90€”8¥‘fl‘?5 sCHemef i xed
price of said product based at least in part on said location information

and sai d del@ver  ssbetse whbrebptiinominaled pEi‘s@né’fE‘&nlf%qﬁqﬂ e&léagh’gh ?,V\,her ein said

product inclyydes zasimny %E%'i;gﬁhe ﬁ'ﬁrgﬁfﬂea ?feaﬂgér@i ﬁorgz%rtémp iy mml’mzﬁdes a

existin . .6. The nmetho C

servi ce%‘%?e%%%hwp?ﬁfd’“\’ﬁ Purehgsen &, wherein the purchase terminformation

i ncl udes a mpm natseheme AREeb Pk IHOR; el ected by the prospective

pur chasgy; igﬁrt%o%lsural ity 031? cont }”?%E?’ ?%’HES %"{'ﬁE’H&éf‘ amgugselecterhly the The
met hod mmc al'm1, Wherein the purchase terns include a contribution
schene, being one of, a) a schene whereby the nom nated persons contribute

I n equad, a”WHé‘ﬁ'%ihOQ)of@l?@gﬁgu %SB‘%@# he nom nated persons contribute in

unequal anmpounts. sel ec E@feiﬂ%@ffpurchaser; or c) a schene

wher eby the“’T‘fBWﬁ”ﬁ&P’é‘Hb‘ﬁ@ﬂé!ﬁmaﬁmmia'th@tb%aid%e%%lﬂ%ﬁtr‘ i / he
nom natpestpedive pivghaser; The net hod of claim7, furtherﬁﬁlh{g%h%ﬁ‘r? 'yot ses"%teps
of , eceivi ngeﬁzygon ri bution information relating to said sel ected

e

contribution PRYPIFiY sal codution informatiahaitesaid ¥REddd bRGLIE
consi s®eeEE: #d sai d contribution information with said sel ected

contributiog ﬁﬁhfgnﬁ- opddd-transmtting proposal information to said
e o bR 1o spl et PersaTsCIoREIting o treaibiehtsoposal

nom nmd %?I‘SOI‘]S accor ¢
i nf or Al BRI NEdY BioResah nfarmRtiandnaialing eink ChRSEPREIRREDPAIposal0- The method of
any one of claims | to 9, wherein said prospective pwpc aser is one of

sai d negn ‘na’thgg71 rsons. 11. A retailing nethod executable by a conputer
system i ncltd! %59&5 ofn any one of claims 1 to 9, wherein said prospective purchaser is one of
sald nominated persons.

1. Aretailing method executable by a computer system, including:

| feceiving a purchase proposal from a prospective purchaser for direct purchase of a
specific product at a fixed price, the purchase preposal including identifier Information of
persons nominated by the prospective purchaser ahd Purchase term information selected at -

least- in part by the prospective purchaser, sald nominated persons being hominated to
contribute to purchase of said product at sakd fixed price. |

12. Computer readable storage having stored thereon program instructions which, when

executed by a computer, cause the computer to perform the method of any ane of claims 1 to
1. | ' o

18. A computer system for executing a retailing method, including:

n::eans for sending a page fo a prospective purchaser in response to a request, said
page being assoclated with a specific product;

| means for receiving a purchase Froposal from said prospective purchaser for direct
purchase of said product at a fixed price, the purchase proposal including identifier information
of persons nominated by the prospective purchaser and purchase term information selected at
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recei ving a purchase proposal froma prospective purchaser for direct
purchase of a specific product at a fixed price, the purkfa¥E d@itposal

i ncl udi n% identifier information of persons nom nated by the prospective
pur chaselFa8n® part bathe prespactive purchasasn ssid| marbiatedt pers@ssbeing) npailtatdyy té he
pr ospect toMgi | P&t bei ng nom nated to

contri butoﬁugtégﬁlragﬁgéeée%f?asﬁg&ugp%ﬁgtf&gg st?éz;%s'd fixed price. 12. Conputer
readabl e storage having stored thereon programinstructions which, when
execut edidy anﬁam?e; i t X . of. any one
of clains 1 to ] .P%?m%at%]%u%*%&g@%%%&?%&tgﬁé g%{nﬁré:ﬂ@mﬁ@%%ﬁ?? sn%f' nmet hod,
i ncl udi ng: mESFRVINGR sadheRmRpiel sysls® 4 page inrresnspet ity e requeshtasrefor; said psgonse
to a redvenf associitdd wiRRERpb&fidisodggoci ated with a specific product; neans
for receivi n% a .Rur chas’g‘ rgﬁﬁsail from said prospective purchaser for
direct purcPEANGA RUG sgrp g3l foR dicgck purehpsgaf gaid praduchat @ iixeskpiineoysingal

i ncl udi nepid dempitéi eystemf akemaiutdPRse ProdaIS mmam@%@ﬁﬁfﬁg il?fﬁgﬁé@p«%fgé@@ﬁﬁg ve

pur chas <purchase terminformation selected at 3 east
P are iSyiRTePHE 8 85Eet G Ruenaicay Pueee Jrsnarueiopeselesied abiasabi part
22”‘ Rat & the pnoe;mctii!e_btpuechbeirplsamhﬁ@ﬁinétéld S@g@br@r BEHE thoRtingtéd do f&oﬁﬁgut{ér {do?&

: r . xecut abl e by a conputer system including
t he stegiﬁ%ﬁﬁsgbﬁs%@bg%égga@@ie pEB‘?TﬁU er systema page in response to a
request. t her stirittingsaid nechase preposal fssetdilat dtem.t h a speci fi ¢ product;
creating a purchase proposal for direct purchase of said product at a fixed
price using said conputer system the purchase proposal i ncluding
“identifier informati on of persons nom nated by a prospective purchaser and
purchase terminformation selected at |least in part by the prospective
purchaser, said nom nated persons being nom nated to contribute to
purchase of said product at said fixed price; and submtting said purchase
proposal to a retailer system 40 :
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